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HE  principal  dejign  of  the  follow- 
ifig  attempt^  is  to  trace  the  conduSi^ 
and  inquire  into  the  charaBer  of  Cicero, 
For  this  purpofe  the  prefent  letters  were 
preferred  to  thofe  which  are  written  to 
Atticus:    as  they  Jhew  the  author  of 
them  in  a  greater  variety  of  comiec- 
tionsj  and  afford.   a7i  opportunity  in- 
deed of  conftdering  him  in  almofl  every 
pofftble  point  of  view. 

This  correfponde7ice  includes  a  period 
of  about  twe7tiy years ;  co?n?nencing  i?n- 
mediately  after  Cicero's  confulate^  and 
ending  a  few  'months  before  his  death. 
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Several  of  his  F  Pv  i  e  N  d  s. 

BOOK       I. 

LETTER      L 

To  PoMPEY  the  Great :  Imperator  '. 

YOUR    letter  to  the   fenate   afforded   in-A.u. 6? 
exprefllble  fatisfaclionj  not  only  to   my-  """^ 
felf,  but  to  tlie  public  in  general :   as  the  liopes 

*  Thefe  letters  are  placed  according  to  their  fuppofed 
dates :  The  reader  will  find  at  the  end  of  each  of  thefe 
volumes,  an  index  referring  to  the  order  in  which  they  Hand 
in  the  common  editions. 

I  The  tiile  o^  Imperator  d^xxxm^  the  times  of  the  republic, 
did  not  bear  the  kail  relation  to  that  idea  which  is  affixed  - 
to  it  in  modern  language  :  but  was  merely  honorary  and 
bccafional.  It  was  conferred  on  the  Roman  generals  by  the 
acclamations  of  their  army  in  the  field,  after  fome  fi'gnal 
advantage  gained  by  their  courage  and  condudl:  and  it 
tvas  imiricdiately  dropped  again  as  fcon  as  they  entered  into 
Rome. 
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A.u.69i.it  brought  us  of  a  peace,  are  agreeable  to  « 
thofe  expe6tations,  which,  in  full  confidence 
of  your  fuperior  abilities,  I  had  always  encou- 
raged the  wo;-ld  to  entertain  \  I  muft  acquaint 
you  however,  that  it  enti^^ely  funk  the  fpirits 
of  that  party,  who  from  being  formerly  your 
declared  enemies,  have  lately  become  your  pre- 
tended friends :  as  it  utterly  difappointed  their 
mofl  fanguine  hopes '. 

Notwithftanding  the  letter  which  you  wrote 
to  me  by  the  fame  exprefs,  difcovered  but  very 
flight  marks  of  your  afFeflion  j  yet  I  read  it  with 
pleafure.     The  truth  is,  I  am  always  abundant- 

^  Pompey  was  at  this  time  carrying  on  the  war  in  Afia 
againft  Mithridates,  king  of  Pontus  :  and  the  letter  to  which 
Cicero  alludes,  probably  brought  an  account  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  campaign.  Mithridates  was  a  cruel  but  brave  prince, 
who  had  given  employment  to  the  Roman  arms  for  more 
than  forty  years.  Pompey,  however,  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  complete  what  Sylla  and  Lucullus,  his  predeceflbrs 
in  this  command,  were  obliged  to  leave  unfinifhed  :  and  he 
not  only  defeated  Mithridates,  but  annexed  to  the  Roman 
dominions  all  that  part  of  Afia  which  is  between  the  Red, 
the  Cafpian,  and  the  Arabian  feas.     Flor.  iii.  5. 

3  It  is  doubtful  to  whom  Cicero  here  alludes.  Some  of 
the  commentators  fuppofe  that  he  points  at  Lucullus :  who, 
as  he  had  been  recalled  from  the  command  in  which 
Pompey  was  now  employed,  would  not,  it  may  well  be 
imagined,  be  greatly  pleafed  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  rival. 
Others  think  that  he  had  Csefar  in  view  :  and  what  renders 
this  conjecture  extremely  probable  is,  that  Caefar  and  Pom- 
pey, who  had  been  long  oppofites  in  politics,  were  now  ap- 
parently reconciled  ;  the  former  (for  purpofes  which  ihall 
hereafter  be  explained)  falling  in  with  that  party  who  were 
for  conferring  the  highell  and  moll  unconftitutional  honours 
on  the  latter. 
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ly  fatisfied  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  ex-  A.u,69i. 
erted  my  beft  offices  towards  my  friends :  and 
if  they  do  not  think  proper  to  make  me  an  equal 
return,  I  am  well  contented  that  the  fuperiority 
fhould  remain  on  my  fide.  But  if  my  utmofl 
zeal  for  your  interefts,  has  not  been  fufficient  to 
unite  you  to  mine;  I  doubt  not  that  our  co-ope- 
rating together  upon  the  fame  patriot-principles, 
will  be  a  means  of  cementing  us  more  llrongly 
hereafter.  In  the  mean  time,  it  would  neither 
be  agreeable  to  the  opennefs  of  my  temper,  nor 
to  the  freedom  of  that  mutual  friendfhip  we 
profefs,  to  conceal  what  I  thought  wanting  in 
your  letter.  I  will  acknowledge  then,  that  the 
public  fervices  I  performed  during  my  late  con- 
fulfhip,  gave  me  reafon  to  expeft  from  your  at- 
tachment both  to  myfelf  and  to  the  common- 
wealth, that  you  would  have  fent  me  your 
congratulations  :  and  I  am  perfuaded  you  would 
not  have  omitted  them,  but  from  a  tendernefs 
to  certain  perfons  ^.    L-et  me  afTure  you  however, 

4  Cicero  was  advanced  to  the  confular  office  the  year 
before  the  date  of  this  letter  ;  that  is.  An.  Urb.  690.  He 
particularly  alludes  to  the  part  he  afted  during  his  ad- 
jniniftration,  with  regard  to  the  fuppreffing  of  Catiline's 
confpiracy.  [See  rem.  6.  p.  13.  and  rem.  6.  p.  25.  of  this 
'vol.'\  And  he  had  undoubtedly  caufe  to  complain  of  Pom- 
pey's  unexpefted  coolnefs  in  the  prefent  inftance  :  the  oc« 
caiion  of  which  feems  to  have  been  this.     A  very  povveifal 

B  2  that 
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A.U.691.  that  what  I  have  performed  for  the  prefervation 
of  my  country,  has  received  the  concurrent  ap- 
plaufes  of  the  whole  world.  You  will  find  when 
you  return  hither,  I  conducted  that  important 
fcene  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  policy,  that  you, 
like  another  Scipio,  tho'  far  fuperior  indeed  to 
that  hero  in  glory,  w^ill  not  refufe  to  admit  me, 
like  a  fecond  LjeHus  ^  and  not  much  behind 
him,   I   truft,    in  wifdom,    as    the   friend   and 

party  was  now  forming  againft  Cicero  by  Cssfar  and  Metellus 
the  tribune  ;  and  Pompey  was  confidered  as  a  proper  per- 
fdn  to  fupport  their  deligns  of  deftroying  the  great  autho- 
rity which  Cicero  had  lately  acquired.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable therefore  from  Pompey's  referve  to  our  author,  that 
he  had  received  fome  overtures  of  this  fort  :  and  as  he  was 
jealous  of  every  power  that  might  obilruft  his  own,  he 
was  by  no  means  difpofed,  it  fhould  feem,  to  advance  Ci- 
cero's credit  by  gratifying  him  with  thofe  applaufes  which 
hisconduft  deferved.     Plut.  in  -vit.  Cicero. 

*  Scipio  Africanus  the  younger,  to  whom  Cicero  here 
alludes,  was  conful  in  the  year  of  Rome  605  :  as  La;lius 
was  in  the  year  612.  The  ftricl  intimacy  which  fubfilled 
between  thefe  diftinguiihed  Romans,  is  celebrated  by  feve- 
ral  of  the  claffic  writers  :  but  Cicero  has  paid  it  the  higheft 
honours  in  his  Dialogue  upon  friendlhip.  Scipio  and  Lse- 
lius  ufed  to  retire  together  from  the  bufinefs  of  the  ftate,  to 
a  villa  fituated  on  the  fea-fhore  near  Laurentum  ;  where 
thefe  illuftrious  friends  did  not  think  it  beneath  their  cha- 
racters to  defcend  to  the  humblell  recreations.  The  -virtus 
Zcipiadce  et  mitis  fapientia  Lali,  the  heroifm  of  Scipio  and 
the  wifdom  of  La^lius  could  unbend  in  gathering  fliells  and 
pebbles  on  the  coalt :  and  perhaps  it  is  fome  evidence  of 
their  merit,  that  they  were  capable  of  being  thus  eafily 
diverted.  Lefs  virtuous  minds  generally  have  recourfe  to 
more  agitated  relaxations,  and  are  feldom  entertained  with- 
out carrying  their  pafTions  into  their  amufements.  Orat.  pro 
Muran.  36.     Hor,  Sat.  ii.  i.  ver.  72.     Cic.  de  orat.  ii.  6. 

affociatc 
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affociate  of  your  private  and  public  tranfacdons.  A.u.691. 
Farewel. 

LETTER       II. 

QuintusMetellus  Celer^  Proconful :  to  Cicero. 

AS  I  perfuaded  myfelf  that  our  reconciliation 
and  friendfhip  was  mutually  fincere,  I  ne- 
ver imagined  I  fhould  have  had  occafion  to 
complain  of  being  marked  out  in  my  abfence 
as  the  obied  of  your  ridicule '.  For  the  fame 
reafon  I  was  equally  far  from  fuppofing  that  you 
would  have  adled  with  fo  much  bitternefs 
againft  my  relation  Metellus',  as  to  perfecute  him 

^  Quintus  Metellus  Celer  exercifed  the  office  of  Prsetor, 
th.e  fame  year  that  Cicero  was  confui.  Two  years  after  the 
date  of  this  letter,  he  was  himfelf  elefted  to  that  fupreme 
dignity  :  and  Cicero  fpeaks  of  his  adminiftration  with  ap- 
plaufe.  He  was  at  this  time  governor  of  Cilalpine  Gaul. 
Ad Att.  ii.  1. 

7  The  reader  will  find  this  explained  by  Cicero's  Anfwer 
in  the  following  letter. 

^  The  perfon  here  alluded  to,  is  Quintus  Metellus  Ca:- 
cilius  Nepos,  at  this  time  a  tribune  of  the  people.  He  had 
lately  attempted  to  procure  a  law  for  recaliing  Pompey 
cut  of  Afia  ;  pretending  that  his  prefence  was  neceffary  in 
order  to  quiet  the  commotions  in  the  republic.  But  his 
real  view  was  to  deftroy  the  great  credit  and  authority 
which  Cicero  now  pofTefied,  by  throwing  the  whole  power 
into  Pompey's  hands.  Cato,  who  was  likewife  tribune  at 
the  fame  time,  moll  ftrcnuoufly  oppofed  this  defign  of  his 
collegue  :  and  the  contefts  that  rofe  between  theni  upon 
this  occauon,  were  attended  with  great  and  dangerous 
difturbances.  Metellus,  however,  being  at  length  obliged 
to  defift,  retired  in  difguft  with  his  complaint?  \o  Fompey. 

B  3  even 
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A.U.691.  even  to  the  lofs  of  his  fortunes  and  his  dignities, 
"^  merely  for  a  fingle  word.  If  the  regard  which  is 
due  to  his  own  chara6ler,  couid  not  proted:  him 
from  the  unjuft  refentment  of  the  fenatej  at 
leaft  the  zeal  I  have  ever  lliewn  for  the  in- 
terefts  of  that  illuflrious  order,  the  fervices 
I  have  rendered  the  commonwealth,  and  the 
confideration  which  is  owing  to  our  birth  % 
fliould  have  powerfully  pleaded  in  his  favour. 
But  it  has  beea  his  fate  to  be  opprefled,  as 
well  as  mine  to  be  deferted,  by  thofe,  who 
ought  to  have  treated  us  in  a  very  different  man- 
ner :  and  the  honour  of  that  important  command 
with  which  I  am  inverted,  cannot  fecure  me, 
it  feems,  from  having  caufe  to  lament  the  in- 
dignities which  are  offered  both  to  myfelf  and 

After  he  had  thus  withdrawn  himfelf,  it  was  propofed,  that 
the  cenfure  of  the  fenate  fliould  be  pafled  upon  his  turbu- 
lent conduct,  as  alfo  that  he  fhould  be  depofed  from  his 
office  :  and  it  was  thefe  proceedings  together  with  the 
part  that  Metellus  Celer  fuppofed  Cicero  to  have  borne 
in  them,  which  occafioned  the  warm  remonftrances  of  the 
letter  before  us.  Plutarch  afTerts  it  was  owing  to  the  pru- 
dence and  moderation  of  Cato,  that  the  motion  againft  Me- 
tellus Nepos  was  ncc  carried.  Suetonius,  on  the  other 
hand,  exprelsly  fays  that  he  was  adually  fufpended  :  and 
indeed  the  following  anfwer  of  Cicero  renders  it  extremely 
probable  that  fome  decree  of  that  kind  had  been  voted,  and 
iifrerwards  repealed.  Piut.  in  I'it.  Catcn.  Suet,  in  Jul. 
Caf.  16. 

»  Within  the  fpacc  of  twelve  years  there  had  been  no 
lefs  than  twelve  of  this  Family  who  were  either  coniuls, 
cenfcrs,  or  diftjrjruiihed  with  the  honours  of  a  triumph. 
rat  eye,  u.  1 1 . 

to 
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to  my  family.  Since  the  fenate  have  fliewn  A.u.fipi. 
themfelves  to  be  fo  little  influenced  by  the 
didlates  of  equity,  or  thofe  principles  of  mo- 
deration which  diflinguilhed  our  ancellors ;  it 
will  be  no  wonder,  if  they  fhould  find  reafon  to 
repent  of  their  condudl.  But  as  to  yourfelf, 
I  repeat  it  again,  I  never  had  the  lead  fufpicion 
that  you  were  capable  of  afting  with  fo  much 
inconflancy  to  me  and  mine.  However,  nei- 
ther this  difhonour  which  has  been  call  upon  my 
family,  nor  any  injuries  which  can  be  done  to 
me  in  my  own  perfon,  fhall  ever  alienate  my 
affeftions  from  the  republic.     Farewel. 

LETTER       III. 

To  Quintus  Metellus  Celer,  Proconful. 

I  Have  received  your  letter  v/herein  you  tell 
me,  that,  "  you  had  perfuaded  yourfelf, 
"  you  fhould  never  have  had  occafion  to  com- 
**■  plain  of  being  marked  out  as  the  fubjeft  of 
"  my  railleries."  I  mufi  affure  you  in  return, 
that  I  do  not  well  underftand  to  what  you  allude. 
I  fufpeft,  however,  you  may  have  been  informed 
of  a  fpeech  I  lately  made  in  the  fenate,  wherein 
I  took  notice  there  was  a  confidcrable  party 
among   us,    who  regretted  that  tl:e   common- 

B  4  wealth 
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A.u.  691.  wealth   fliould    have  owed    its  prefervation  to 
my  hands.     J  added,  I  confefs,  that,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  requefl,  "  of  fome  of  your  relations 
whofe  defires  you  could  by  no  means  refufe, 
you  fuppreffed  the  applaufe  with  which  you 
*'  intended  to  have  honoured  me  in  that  illuftri- 
ous  afTembly.     I  mentioned  at  the  fame  time, 
that  we  had   fliared    between  us   the   glory 
'^  qf  having  faved  the  republic  :  and  that  v/hilft 
I  was  protefting  Rome  from  the  wricked  de- 
figns  of  her  intefcine   enemies,  you  were  de- 
fending Italy  from  the  open  attacks  and  fecret 
*'  confpiracies  of  thofe  who  had  meditated  our 
general  ruin.     But  that  fome  of  your  fami- 
ly neverthelefs    had  endeavoured  to  weaken 
"  this  our  illuftricus  affociation,  and  were  un- 
willing you  lliould  make  any  rerur;i  on  your 
part,  for  thofe  high   honour^  with  which  you 
liad   been  difcinguiflied  on  m.ine."     As   this 
was  an  open  confcfTion  how  much  I  was  niorti- 
fied  in  not  receiving  the  applaufe  I  expected  -,  it 
raifed   a  c;eneral  fmile  in  the  houfe  :  not  indeed 
at  you,  but  at  my felf,  for  ingcnuoufly  acknow- 
ledging my  difappointment.     And  furely  what  I 
thus  faid,  cannot  but  be  confidered   as  hip-hlv 
to  your  credit;  fince  it  was  an   evidence  thaf 
^rnidft  the  higliefl  honours,  I  fcill  thought  my 
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glory  incomplete,  v/ithout    the   concurrence  ofA.u.691. 
your  approbation. 

As  to  what  you  mention  concerning  a  7nu- 
tual  affe^ion  :  I  know  not  what  you  may  efteem 
as  a  mark  of  that  difpofition.  But  according 
to  my  apprehenfion,  it  confifhs  in  an  equal 
return  of  thofe  good  offices  which  one  friend  re- 
ceives from  another.  If  as  a  proof  of  this  gra- 
titude on  my  part,  I  were  to  tell  you  that  I 
gave  up  my  pretenfions  to  your  prefent  govern- 
ment 3  you  might  well  fufpeft  my  veracity. 
The  truth  is,  I  renounced  it  as  being  inconfiftent 
with  that  plan  of  condudb  I  had  laid  down  to 
myfelf '  :  and  I  find  every  day  more  and  more 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  having  taken  this  re- 
./olution.  But  this  with  ftri6t  fincerity  I  can 
affirm,  that  I   no  fooner.relinquiffied  my  claim 

»  Cicero  here  alludes  to  the  refolution  he  took  of  not  ac- 
cepting any  government  at  the  expiration  of  his  confular 
office  :  a  refolution,  it  muft  be  owned,  worthy  of  a  generous 
and  difinterefted  patriot.  Accordingly  in  a  fpeech  which 
he  made  in  the  fenate  on  the  day  of  his  inauguration, 
he  declared  he  would  receive  no  honours  at  the  clofe  of  his 
minillry  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  tribunes  to  ob- 
ftruft  :  and  indeed  it  was  in  their  power  to  obftrud  every 
honour  the  fenate  could  decree.  As  the  authority  of  thefe 
popular  magiftrates  could  thus  difappoint  the  ambition  of 
the  confuls,  it  had  often  influenced  them  in  the  exercife  of 
their  fundions.  But  by  this  fclf-denying  renunciation  which 
Cicero  made,  he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  their  favour,  or 
to  fear  from  their  refentment :  and  confequently  divelted 
himielf  of  every  motive  that  could  check  a  vigorous  oppo- 
fiiion  to  their  fadlious  meafiircij,     Orat.  conf.  Rid,  i.  8. 

to 
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A.U.691.  to  your  province,  that  I  confidered  how  to 
throw  it  into  your  hands.  I  need  not  mention 
the  management  which  was  employed  in  or- 
der to  fecure  the  lot  in  your  favour :  but  this 
much  I  will  fay,  that  I  hope  you  do  not  ima- 
gine the  part  my  collegue  afted  in  that  affair 
was,  in  any  of  its  circumftances,  without  my 
privity  and  confent.  Let  me  defire  you  to  re- 
colle6t  with  what  expedition  I  afTembled  the  fe- 
nate  immediately  after  the  balloting  was  over, 
and  how  fully  I  fpoke  upon  that  occafion  in 
your  applaufe.  Accordingly  you  then  told  me, 
that  I  had  not  only  paid  an  high  compliment 
to  yourfelf,  but  at  the  fame  time  caft  a  very 
fevere  reproach  upon  your  collegues.  I  will 
add,  that  fo  long  as  the  decree  Ihall  fubfill 
which  the  fenate  pafTed  at  that  jundlure,  there 
will  not  be  wanting  a  public  and  confpicuous 
monument  of  my  good  offices  towards  you. 
Remember  likewife  the  zeal  with  which  I  fup- 
ported  your  interefl"  in  the  fenate  -,  the  encomi- 
ums with  which  I  mentioned  you  in  the  affem- 
blies  of  the  people ;  and  the  affeflionate  letters 
I  wrote  to  you,  after  your  departure.  And 
when  you  have  laid  thefe  feveral  circumftances 
together,  I  may  fafely  leave  it  to  your  own 
determination,  whether  your  behaviour  to  me 
upon  your  laft  return  to  Rome,  was  fuitable  to 

7  thefe 
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thefe  inftances  of  my  friendfhip.     Howeverj  lA.u.691. 
know  not  what  you  mean  by  our  reconcilement : 
an  expreffion,  it  fhould  feem,  which  cannot  with 
any  propriety  be   applied  where  there  never  was 
any  formal  rupture. 

With  refpedt  to  your  relation,  whom  I  ought 
not,  you  tell  me,  to  have  perfecuted  fo  feverely 
in  refentment  of  a  fingle  expreffion;  I  have 
this  to  fay.  In  the  firft:  place,  I  moft  highly 
applaud  the  affedtionate  difpofition  you  difco- 
ver  towards  him :  and  in  the  next,  I  hope  you 
would  pardon  me,  if  that  duty  which  I  owe  my 
country,  and  to  which  no  man  is  more  ftrongly 
devoted,  had  at  any  time  obliged  me  to  op- 
pofe  his  meafures.  But  if  I  have  only  defend- 
ed myfelf  againft  his  moft  cruel  attacks ;  have 
you  not  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  that  I  never  once 
troubled  you  with  my  complaints  ?  On  the 
contrary,  when  I  perceived  he  was  colle6ling 
the  whole  force  of  his  tribunitial  power,  in  or- 
der to  opprefs  me;  I  contented  myfelf  with 
endeavouring  to  divert  him  from  his  unjuft 
purpofe,    by  applying    to  your  wife  *   and  fif- 

*  Sifter  to  Claudius :  a  woman  of  moft  abandoned  lewd- 
nefs,  and  fufpecled  of  having  poifoned  Metellus,  who  died 
in  694,  a  few  years  after  this  letter  was  written.  Cicero, 
who  attended  him  in  his  laft  moments,  reprefents  them  as 
truly  heroic.  Metellus  faw  the  approaches  of  death  with- 
out the  leaft  concern  upon  his  own  account,  and  only  la- 
ter ; 
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A.u.6()i.  ter':  as  the  latter  had  often  indeed,  in  confide- 
ration  of  my  connexions  with  Pompey,  exerted 
her  good  offices  in  my  behalf.  Neverthelefs,  (and 
I  am  fure  you  are  no  ftranger  to  the  truth  of 
what  I  am  going  to  fay)  upon  laying  down  my 
confular  office,  he  prevented  me  from  making 
the  ufual  fpeech  to  the  people :  and  thus, 
what  had  never  been  denied  to  the  lowefl  and 
mofr  worthlefs  of  our  magiftrates,  he  moil  in- 
juriouily  refufed  to  a  conful  who  had,  pre- 
ferved  the  liberties  of  his  country.  This  in- 
fult  however  proved  greatly  to  my  honour. 
For  as  he  would  only  fuffer  me  to  take  the  oath  *, 
I  pronounced  the  fincereft  and  moft  glorious  of 
afleverations  with  an  uncommon  exertion  of 
voice  :  and  the  whole  alTembly  of  the  people, 
a,s  loudly  called  the  gods  to  witnefs,  that  what 
I  had  fworn  was  moft  religioufly  true  ^  But 
tho'  I  received  this  fignal  affront  from  your  cou- 
fin,  yet  I   had  the  very  fame  day  fent  an  ami- 

mented  that  he  fliould  lofe  his  life  at  a  time  when  his  friend 
nnd  his  country  would  have  moft  occafion  for  his  fervices. 
Pro  Calio  24. 

5  Mucia  :  fhe  was  married  to  Pompey,  but  afterwards 
divorced  from  him  on  occafion  of  her  gallantries  with  Caefar. 
Ad  Att.  i.  12.      Plut.  in  fit.  Pomp. 

4  The  confuls  at  the  expiration  of  their  office  took  an 
oath,  that  they  had  faithfully  and  zealoufly  difcharged  their 
truft.     Manut. 

»  Cicero  did  not  confine  himfelfto  the  ufual  terms  of  the 
oath  ;  but  fwore  that  he  had  preferved  Rome  and  the  repub- 
lic from  dcftrudion.     Plut.  in  'vit,  Cicer. 

cable 
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cable  meflage  to  him  by  our  common  friends,  a.u.  691. 
with  the  hopes  of  perfuading  him  into  a  better 
temper.  The  anfwer  he  returned  was,  that  all 
applications  of  this  kind  were  now  too  late. 
He  had  indeed  alTerted,  forne  days  before,  in 
a  fpeech  which  he  made  in  a  general  aflembly  of 
the  people,  "  that  the  man  who  had  puniihed 
"  others  without  lufFering  them  to  be  heard  % 
'^  ought  to  be  denied  the  privilege  of  being 
"  heard  in  his  turn."  Excellent  and  judicious 
patriot  indeed!  to  maintain  that  the  fame  puniHi- 
ment  which  had  been  decreed,  and  with  the  ap- 
probation too  of  every  honeft  man  in  Rome, 
to   thofe   rebels   and    incendiaries  who  had  at- 

*  The  principal  confpirators  concerned  with  Catiline  be- 
ing taken  into  ciillody,  Cicero  convened  the  fenate  ;  wheu 
it  was  debated  in  what  manner  to  proceed  againft  the  pri- 
foners.  Silanus,  the  conful  eleft,  advifed  that  they  fhould 
all  be  put  to  death.  But  this  was  againfl:  an  exprefs  law 
which  prohibited  the  taking  away  the  life  of  any  citizea 
without  a  formal  procefs.  The  propofal  of  SilanuT  was 
oppofed  by  Ca:far,  as  being  a  flretch  of  the  fenate's  power 
which  might  be  produdlive  of  very  dangerous  confequences 
in  a  free  ilate.  It  was  his  opinion  therefore  that  the  eftates 
of  the  confpirators  (hould  be  confifcated,  and  their  perfoixs 
clofcly  imprifoned.  Cicero,  as  Dr.  Middleton  obferves, 
delivered  his  fentiments  with  all  the  Ikill  both  of  the  orator 
and  the  Itatefman,  and  while  he  feemed  to  fhew  a  perfefi; 
neutrality,  and  to  give  equal  commendation  to  both  the 
opinions,  was  artfully  labouring  to  turn  the  fcale  in  favour 
ot  Silanus's,  which  he  confidered  as  a  neceffary  example  of 
feverity  in  the  prefent  circumilances  of  the  republic.  A 
vote  accordingly  pailed  that  the  confpirators  ihould  fuff^x 
de;ith  :  which  Cicero  immediately  put  in  execution.  Lift 
of  Cic.  Vol.  i.  21c;,  221,  230.      See  rem,  6.  p.  25  cf  this  Vcl. 

tempted 
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A.U.  691.  tempted  to  involve  their  country  in  the  mofl 
dreadful  calamities,  was  due  to  him  who  had 
preferved  the  fenate,  the  city,  and  all  Italy  in 
general  from  deftruftion.  Thefe  were  the  pro- 
vocations that  induced  me  to  oppofe  your  coufin 
openly  and  before  his  face :  and  accordingly 
in  a  debate  on  the  firft  of  January  concern- 
ing the  ftate  of  the  republic,  I  thought  proper 
to  let  him  fee  that  he  had  declared  war  againfl 
a  man  who  did  not  want  refolution  to  return 
his  attack.  In  a  fpeech  which  he  made  a 
few  days  afterwards,  he  was  pleafed  to  throw 
out  feveral  menacing  exprefTions  againft  me : 
and  it  was  evidently  his  determined  purpofe  to 
effedt  my  ruin,  not  by  bringing  my  adlions  to 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  but  by  the  moll  ille- 
gal methods  of  violence.  Had  I  not  afted  then 
with  fpirit  in  oppofition  to  his  ill-confidered 
meafures,  would  not  the  world  have  thought 
(and  thought  too  with  reafon)  that  the  courage 
I  exerted  in  my  confulate  was  merely  ?xci- 
dental,  and  not  the  refult  of  a  fteady  and  ra- 
tional fortitude  ?  If  you  are  ignorant  of  thefe 
inftances  of  your  coufin's  deportment,  he  has 
concealed  a  very  material  article  of  his  con- 
dud.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  apprifed  you 
of  them,  you  have  reafon  to  look  upon  me 
as  having  aded  wit!\  great  temper  and  for- 
bearance 
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bearance  in  never  interrupting  you  with  my  ex-  A.u.691. 
poftulations.  In  a  word,  you  will  find  my 
complaint  againft  him  was  not  founded  on  a 
fingle  expreffion,  as  you  call  it,  but  on  a  conti- 
nued feries  of  malevolence.  Let  me  now  there- 
fore Ihew  you,  that  my  conduft  in  return  was 
influenced  by  principles  of  the  greatefl  good- 
nature :  if  good-nature  it  may  be  deemed,  not 
to  exert  a  proper  refentment  againft  injuries  of 
fo  atrocious  a  kind.  The  truth  is,  I  never  once 
made  a  motion  in  the  fenate  to  his  prejudice : 
on  the  contrary,  as  often  as  any  queftion  arofe 
in  which  he  was  concerned,  I  always  voted  on 
the  moft  favourable  fide.  I  will  add  (tho'  it  is 
a  circumftance  indeed,  in  which  I  ought  not  to 
have  concerned  myfelf)  that  I  was  fo  far  from 
being  difpleafed  with  the  decree  which  pafled  in 
his  favour,  that,  in  confideration  of  his  being 
related  to  you,  I  adually  promoted  it  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power. 

Thus  you  fee  that,  far  from  being  the  ag- 
greflbr,  I  have  only  a6ted  a  defenfive  part.  Nor 
have  I,  as  you  accufe  me,  betrayed  a  capri- 
cious difpofition  with  regard  to  yourfelf:  on 
the  contrary,  notwithftanding  your  failure  in 
fome  amicable  offices  on  your  fide,  I  have  ftill 
preferved  the  fame  un variable  fentiments  of 
friendfhip  on  mine.     Even  at  this  very  inftant 

when 
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A.u.  691.  when   I  have   before  me,  I   had   ahnoil  called 
it  yoilr  threatning  letter,  yet  I  will  tell  ydi?, 
that  I  not  only  excufe,  but  highly  applaud  the 
generous  warmth  you  exprefs  in  your  coufin's 
behalf:  as  I  know  by  what  paffes  in  my  own 
breaft,  the  wonderful  force  of  family-affedion. 
I  hope  then  you  will  judge  of  my  refentment 
with  the  fame  candour,  and  acknowledge  that  if 
without  the  leafl  provocation  on  my  part  I  have 
been  naoft  cruelly  and  outrageoufly  treated  by 
any  of  your  relations,  I  had  a  right,  I  will  not 
only  fay  to  defend  myfelf,   but  to  be  fupported 
in  that  defence,   if  it  were  neceffary,  even  by 
your   whole    army.     Believe   me,  I   have    ever 
been  defirous  of  making  you  my  friend ;  as  I 
have  endeavoured  to  convince  you  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  that  I   was  entirely  yours  :    fentiments 
which  I  flill  retain,  and  fhall  continue  to  retain 
juft  as  long  as  you   defire.     To  fay  all  in  one 
word,  I  am  much  more  difpofcd  to  facrifice  my 
refentment  againfl  your  coufin,  to  my  friendlliip 
towards    yourfelf,  than, to    fufFer    the     former 
in  any  degree  to  impair  our  mutual  affedion. 
Farewel. 


Let- 
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LETTER    IV. 

To  Caius  Antonius:  Imperator ^. 

Iliad  determined  not  to  trouble  you  with  my  a.\j.6^t. 
letters,  unlefs  of  the  recommendatory  kind : 
not  that  I  had  reafon  to  expeft  my.  follicita- 
tions  would  have  much  weight  with  you ;  but 
as  being  unwilling  it  Ihould  appear  to  thofe  who 
might  apply  for  them,  that  any  coolnefs  had 
arifen  between  us.  However,  as  our  common 
friend  Atticus,  who  has  been  a  particular  wlt- 
nefs  of  the  warmth  with  which  I  have  ever 
promoted  your  intereft,  is  coming  into  your 
province,  I  cannot  forbear  conveying  a  letter  to 
you  by  his  hand ;  efpecially  as  he  very  ftrongly 
importun'd  me  for  that  purpofe. 

Were  I  to  claim  even  your  higheft  fervices, 
the  demand  could  by  no  means  be  thought 
unreafonable,  afcer  having  contributed  every 
thing  on  my  part  for  the  advancement  of  your 
eafe,  your  intereft,  and  your  honours  \     But  I 


6 


The  perfon  to  whom  this  letter  is  addrefTed,  was 
uncle  to  the  celebrated  Mark  Antony.  Me  had  been  con- 
ful  the  year  before  with  Cicero,  and  was  now  governor  of 
Macedonia. 

'  The  confuls  at  the  expiration  of  their  ofEce,  ufed  to 
draw  lots  to  which  of  the  provinces  they  fhould  refpeftive- 

VoL.  I.  C  may 
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A.U.691.  may  fafcly  appeal  to  your  own  confciencej  whe- 
ther you  have  ever  made  me  the  leaft  return  :  fo 
far  from  it  indeed,  that  I  have  heard  (for  I  dare 
not  fay  I  have  been  informed^y  as  it  is  an  expref- 
fion,  it  feems,  which  you  frequently,  tho'  I  am 
fure  injurioufly,  objeft  to  me)  I  have  heard 
then,  that  you  have  intimated  fomething  as  if 
— But  I  leave  it  to  Atticus  to  tell  you  the  reft : 
as  the  report  *  has  given  him  no  lefs  concern 

ly  fucceed  as  governors.  This  which  Antonius  poffeffed, 
one  of  the  molt  defirable  in  all  the  Roman  empire,  having 
fallen  to  Cicero,  he  refigned  it  to  his  coUegue. 

^  This  alludes  to  an  expreffion  which  Cicero  had  often 
occafion  to  employ  in  the  affair  of  Catiline's  confpiracy. 
As  his  principal  intelligence  arofe  from  fome  of  the  con- 
fpirators  themfelves,  who  communicated  to  him  from  time 
to  time  the  defigns  of  their  alTociates,  he  was  obliged  to 
conceal  the  authors  of  thefe  difcoveries  !  and  therefore  in 
laying  his  allegations  before  the  fen  ate  or  the  people,  he 
was  under  the  neceflity  of  fpeaking  only  ia  general  terms, 
and  of  affuring  the-m  that  he  had  been  informed  of  the  par- 
ticular articles  he  mentioned.  But  tho'  the  event  proved 
that  his  informations  were  true  ;  yet  in  general  this  method 
of  accufation  was  extremely  odious,  and  of  dangerous 
example.  Cicero's  enemies  therefore  did  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  this  popular  objedlion,  and  were  perpetually 
repeating  the  phrafe  /  am  informed,  whenever  they  were 
difpofed  to  reproach  his  conduifl  in  this  tranfaflion.  Set 
Mong.  rem.  19.  on  the  19th  let.  of  the  firll  book  to  Atticus. 
Plut.  in  vit.   Cicer.  Sallujt.  Declam.  in  Cic.  2. 

"  This  report  was  of  a  very  unfavourable  kind  Indeed : 
for  it  charged  Cicero  with  having  a  fliare  in  the  money 
which  Antonius  raifed  by  his  exa«5tions  on  the  unhappy 
people  of  his  province.  The  very  judicious  French  tranf- 
lator  of  the  epiftles  to  Atticus,  feems  to  imagine  there  was 
fome  foundation  for  this  report ;  as  he  thinks  it  probable, 
that  Antonius  had  agreed  to  pay  Cicero  a  certain  fum  in 

than 
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than  it  gave  myfclf.  In  the  mean  time  I  will  A.u.  691. 
only  fay,  that  the  fenate  and  the  whole  Roman 
people  have  been  witnefTes  of  that  uncommon 
zeal  with  which  I  have  entered  into  your  intereft. 
What  fentiments  of  gratitude  this  has  imprelTed 
upon  your  mind,  you  yourfelf  are  the  beft  judge: 
how  much  you  owe  me  in  confequence  of  it, 
let  others  determine.  It  was  friendlhip  that  firll 
engaged  my  good  offices  in  your  favour ;  and  I 
afterwards  was  induced  to  continue  them  merely 
from  a  principle  of  conftancy.  But  believe  me, 
your   prefent  ^  affairs    require   a    much   larger 

coniideration  of  his  having  relinquifhed  to  him  the  govern- 
ment of  Macedonia  :  but  this  is  a  conjefture  altogether 
unfupported  by  any  evidence.  Thus  much  however  is  cer- 
tain i  in  the  lirft  place,  that  Cicero  had  fome  demands 
upon  Antonius,  of  a  nature  which  he  did  not  choofe  ftiould 
be  known  ;  as,  whenever  he  hints  at  them  to  Atticus,  it 
is  always  in  a  very  dark  and  enigmatical  manner  :  and 
in  the  next  place,  that  he  facrificed  his  own  judgment 
and  the  good  opinion  of  the  world,  in  order  to  fupport 
Antonius  in  his  prefent  government.  From  which  fafts 
the  reader  is  left  to  draw  the  conclufion  that  he  fliall  judge 
reafonable.  f^U.  ad  Att,  I.  xii.  13,  14.  See  the  follow- 
ing remark. 

•  Pompey  had  declared  his  intentions  of  very  ftrenuoufly 
infifting  that  Antonius  Ihould  be  recalled  from  his  govern- 
ment, in  order  to  give  an  account  of  his  adminiltration : 
which,  it  feems,  had  been  extremely  oppreffive.  It  was 
upon  this  occafion  that  Cicero  promifed  him  his  fervice  : 
and  it  feems  by  the  following  letter  that  he  kept  his  word. 
But  if  he  had  not,  his  honour,  perhaps,  would  not  have 
been  the  more  quelHcnable  :  for  it  appears  from  a  letter  to 
Atticus,  that  Cicero  could  not  undertake  the  defence  of 
Antonius  without  fuiFering  in  the  opinion,  not  only  of  the 
populace,  but  of  every  worthy  man  in  Rome.  Jd  Att. 
i.  12.     Se»  remark  5th  on  the  following  letter. 

C  2  pro- 
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A.u.  691.  proportion  of  my  zeal  and  pains:  the  •utmoft 
exertion  of  which  fnall  not  be  wanting,  pro- 
vided I  may  have  reafon  to  think  that  they 
are  not  entirely  thrown  away.  For  I  ihall 
never  be  fo  abfurdly  officious,  as  to  employ 
them  where  they  are  not  acceptable.  Atticus 
will  inform  you,  in  v/hat  particular  inilances 
you  may,  probably,  have  occafion  for  my  good 
offices :  in  the  mean  while  I  very  warmly  re- 
commend him  to  yours.  I  am  well  perfuaded 
indeed,  that  his  own  intereft  with  you  is  his 
befl:  advocate  :  however,  if  you  have  any  re- 
maining afFedion  for  me,  let  me  intreat  you  to 
fhew  it  (and  it  is  the  moft  obliging  manner  in 
which  you  can  fliev/  it)  by  your  fervices  to  my 
friend.     Farewel. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    V. 

To  PuBLius  Sestius,  Qu£eilor\ 

I 

tachment  to   your  interefl,  wh^n  he  reqv„'i:ed 


A.U.  692.  Y  Could  fcarce   credit  your  freedman  Dec;  .is, 
as  highly  as  I  think  of  his  fidelity  anr    at- 


'  Every  proco'^ful,  or  governor  of  a  provir ,  •.  had  a 
qii£eftor  under  him,  who  aiiled  as  a  fort  of  payma'  general 
to  the  provincial  forces,  and  as  fuperiniendanL  .vewife  of 
the  public  revenues.  Seftius  was  at  this  time  exercifiug 
that  office  under  Artonius,  in  MaceJ.jnia.  Some  further 
account  will  be  occafioniilly  given  of  him  in  the  progrefs 
of  thefe  remarks. 

me 
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me  in  your  name  to  ufe  my  endeavours  that  you  A.U.  692. 
may  not  at  prefent  be  recalled.  Remembering 
indeed  the  very  different  ftrain  in  which  all  the 
letters  I  had  before  received  from  you  were 
written,  I  could  not  eafily  be  induced  to  think 
that  you  had  fo  greatly  altered  your  mind.  But 
after  Cornelia's  vifit  to  my  wife,  and  the  dif- 
courfe  which  I  had  myfelf  with  Cornelius,  I 
could  no  longer  doubt  of  this  change  in  your 
inclinations  :  and  accordingly  I  never  failed  to 
attend  in  your  behalf  at  every  fubfequent  meet- 
ing of  the  fenate.  The  queftion,  however,  did 
not  come  on  till  January  laft  :  when  v/e  carried 
it  without  much  oppofition  :  tho'  I  found  fome 
difficulty  in  perfuading  Quintus  Fufius  ^  and  the 
reft  of  your  friends  to  w^hom  you  had  written 
upon  this  fubjeft,  to  believe  m.e  rather  than 
your  own  letters. 

I  had  not  agreed  with  Craffus  for  his  houfe, 
when  you  wiflied  me  joy  of  the  purchafe :  but 
I  was  fo  much  encouraged  by  your  congratula- 
tions, that  I  foon  afterwards  bought  it  at  thirty- 
five  hundred  thoufand  fcfterces'.  I  am  now 
therefore  fo  deeply  involved  in  debt  as  to  be 

*  One  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people. 

5  About  28,000/.  Cicero,  it  is  faid,  borrowed  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  this  fum  from  a  man  whofe  caufe  he 
had  undertaken  to  defend.  But  eloquence  was  not  as 
yet  profelledly  venal  in  Rome  ;  and  it  was  looked  upon 

C  3  full 
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A.U.69Z.  full  ripcj  you  muft  know,  for  a  plot,  if  any 
malecontent  will  be  fo  ch  ritable  as  to  admit 
me  into  one.     But  the  misfortune  is,  this  fort  of 

as  highly  diflionourable  for  an  advocate,  not  only  to  re- 
ceive any  reward,   but   even    a   loan  of  his  client.      Cicero 
therefore  being  publicly  reproached  with    this    tranfaftion, 
mofl  confidently  denied  the  charge ;  declaring  at  the  fame 
time   that  he  had  not  the  leaft   intention   of  making  this 
purchafe.     However,  he  foon  afterwards  completed  his  bar- 
gain ;   when  being  taxed  in  the   fenate  with  this  unworthy 
falichood,  he  endeavoured  to  laugh  it  off  by   telling  his 
cenfurers,   that  they  muji  knouo  "very  little  of  the  n.vorld  indeed , 
if  they  imagined  any  prudent  man  ivould  raife  the  price  of  a 
commodity  hy  publicly  wvonving  his  intentions  of  becoming  a  pur- 
chajcr.     It  is  Aulas  Gellius  wlio  gives  us   this  ftory,  which 
Dr.  Middleton  fuppofes  he  might  have  picked  up  from  fome 
fpurious  coUedlion  of  Cicero's  jokes :  and  many  fuch,  it  is 
certain,    were   handed    about   even  in   Cicero's   life-time. 
As  every  reader  of  tafte  and  learning  muft  wiih  well  to  the 
moral  character  of  fo  invaluable  an  author  as   Cicero,  on^ 
cannot  but  regret   that  neither  his  own  general  regard  to 
truth,  nor  the  plea  of  his  ingenious  advocate,  feem  fuffi- 
clenc  to  difcredit  this  piece   of  fecret  hiftory.     That  Cicero 
was  capable  of  denying   fa»Els,    where  it  was  not  for  his 
advantage  they  Ihould  be  difcovered,  will  appear,  perhaps, 
beyond  controverfy  in   the  progrefs  of  thefe  remarks.     In 
the  mean  time  a  very  flrong  infiance  of  this  may  be  produ- 
ced from  one  of  his  letters  to  Atticns.     Cicero  had  written 
an  inveftive  againft  fome  perfon  whofe  interefl  he  had  oc- 
cafion  to  make  ufe  of  in  the  affair  of  his  relloration.     This 
piece  of  fatyr  had  ftolen  into  the  world,  it  feems,  without 
his  knowledge  :   but  as   he   never  had   any  formal  quarrel 
vith  the  man  againft  whom  it  was  levelled,  and  as  it  wa^ 
drawn  up  in  a  flile  by  no  means  equal  to  the  ufual  correft- 
xiefs  of  his  performances,  it  might  eafily,  he  tells  Atticus, 
be  proved  not  to  have  come  from  his  hand  :  puto  pojje.  pro- 
hart  nan  effe  nuam.     The  truth   of  it   is,  fincerity  does  not 
feeni  to  have   been  the  virtue  upon  which  Cicero  was  very 
foUicitous  of  cftablifhing  his  character.       Thus   Plutarch 
afTures  us,  that  our  author  having  made  a  fpeech  in  public 
full  of  the  higheft  encomiums  on  Craflus,  he  did  not  fcru- 
ple  a  few  days  afteryy^rds  tp  reverfe  the  panegyric,  and  re- 

•  patriots, 
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patriots  are  all  difpofed  to  exclude  me  from  their  A.U.69: 
fociety :  and  whilft  I  am  the  averfion  of  fome  of 
them  as  the  avowed  avenger  of  confpiracies : 
others  fufped  that  I  only  plead  poverty  with  a 
view  of  gaining  their  confidence  in  order  to  be- 
tray them.  They  think  it  incredible  indeed, 
that  the  man  who  refciied  the  bags  of  all  the 
ufurers  in  Rome  from  a  general  attack,  fliould 
ever  be  in  diftrefs  for  money*.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  is,  there  is  enough  to  be  raifed  at  (ix 
per  cent :  and  I  have  gained  this  much,  by  the 
fervices  I  have  done  my  country,  that  I  am  con- 
fidered  by  your  money-lenders  at  lead,  as  a  good 
man. 

I  muft  not  forget  to  mention  that  I  have 
lately  looked  over  your  houfe  and  buildings, 
and  am  much  pleafed  with  the  improvements 
you  are  making. 

prefent  him  before  the  fame  audience  in  all  the  darkeft  co- 
lours of  his  inventive.  Cicero  being  reminded  upon  this 
occafion  of  his  former  harangue,  very  gravely  replied,  •*  it 
**  was  only  by  way  of  an  oratorical  exercife,  and  in  order 
•'  to  try  the  force  of  his  eloquence  upon  fo  bad  a  fubjeft.'* 
Jul.  Cell.  xii.  12.  See  Life  of  Cic.  i.  259.  81/0.  Ed.  Ad. 
Att.  iii.  12.      Plut.  in  vit.  Cicer. 

♦  The  chief  of  thofe  who  engaged  in  Catiline's  rebellion, 
were  men  of  the  fame  defperace  fortunes  as  himfelf :  ^i- 
cunque  bona  patria  laceraijerat,  (fays  the  hiftorian  of  this 
confpiracy)  quiamque  alienum  as  grande  confla'verat ,  were  the 
worthy  aflbciates  of  Catiline  in  this  infamous  enterprize: 
and  though  liberty  was,  as  ufual,  the  pretence  ;  the  true 
motive  of  their  taking  up  arms  was,  in  order  to  make  war 
upon  their  creditors.     Salluft.  Bell.  Cat.  14. 

C  4  Not  with- 
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A.U.692.  Notwithftanding  all  the  world  is  fenfible  that 
Antonius  has  by  no  means  afted  towards  me 
with  the  gratitude  he  ought,  yet  it  did  not  pre- 
vent me  from  being  his  advocate  lately  in  the 
fenate :  v/hen  by  the  influence  of  my  authority 
and  the  force  of  what  I  faid,  I  greatly  difpofed 
the  houfe  in  his  favour '.  I  will  only  add  my 
wifhes,  that  you  would  write  to  me  oftener, 
Farewei, 


'  The  queflJon  in  this  debate  probably  turned  on  the 
recal  of  Antonius  :  a  cjueftion,  which  i'eems  either  to 
have  been  carried  in  his  favour,  or  to  have  been  dropped 
during  a  confiderable  time.  For  it  appears  by  a  letter  to 
Atticus,  written  two  years  after  the  date  of  the  prefent, 
that  Antonius  was  ftill  in  his  government  :  and  Dion  Caf- 
fius  affures  us,  that  he  was  not  brought  upon  his  trial  till 
the  confulale  of  Caefar  ;  that  is,  not  till  the  year  of  Rome 
694.  He  was  then  arraigned  for  his  ill  conduft  in  Mace^ 
donia,  and  as  being  concerned  likewife  in  Catiline's  confpi- 
racy.  This  lafi  article  of  the  impeachment  could  not  be 
proved ;  but  the  truth  of  it,  neverthelefs,  was  generally 
believed  :  however  he  was  convided  of  the  former,  and  con- 
demned to  perpetual  banifhment.  Cicero  appeared,  as  his 
advocate  upon  this  occafion  :  and  it  was  an  occafion  which 
contributed  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  to  his  future 
misfortunes.  For  in  the  warmth  of  his  fpeech  he  indif- 
creetly  threw  out  fome  refleftions  upon  Ca;far:  which  altho' 
that  great  mailer  of  his  pafTions  did  not  think  proper  at 
that  time  openly  to  refent,  it  is  probable  he  never  forgave. 
Dion  Caflius  at  leaft  informs  us,  that  it  was  upon  this  ac- 
count he  fecretlv  inftigated  Clodius  to  thofe  violent  mea- 
lures  which  foon  afterwards  terminated  in  Cicero's  exile. 
Ad  Jtt.  ii.  2.  Dio  xxxvii.  See  the  laft  remmk  on  the 
preceding  letter,  p.  19. 
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I    E  T  T  E  R    VI. 

To  Terentia,  to  my  deareft  Tullia,  and 
to  my  Son  ^. 

IF  you  do  not  hear  from  me  fo  frequently  as  A.u.  695, 
you  might,  it  is  becaufe  I  can  neither  write 
to  you,  nor  read  your  letters,  without  falling 
into  a  greater  paffion  of  tears  than  I  am  able  to 
fupport :  for  tliough  I  am  at  all  times  indeed 
completely  miferable,  yet  I  feel  my  misfortunes 
with  a  particular  fenfibility  upon  thofe  tender 
occafions. 

^  There  is  an  interval  of  two  years  between  the  date  of 
this  and  the  foregomg  letter  ;  the  correfpondence  which. 
Cicero  carried  on  during  the  intermediate  period  being  en- 
tirely loll:,  except  that  which  he  held  with  Atticus.  The 
following  letters  to  Terentia  were  written  in  our  author's 
exile,  and  will  prove  either  that  Cicero  was  a  philofopher 
only  in  fpeculation,  or  that  philofophy  itfelf  pretends  to 
more  than  it  has  power  to  perform.  Perhaps  they  will  prove 
both  :  for  as  on  the  one  hand  they  difcover  the  moft  un- 
manly dejeclion  of  fpirit ;  fo  it  is  certain,  on  the  other,  that 
much  weaker  minds  have  been  able  with  the  affiftance  of 
better  principles,  to  fupport  with  fortitude  far  feverer  trials. 
Thofe  in  which  Cicero  was  at  prefent  exercifed,  were  oc- 
casioned by  Clodius  :  who  procured  himfelf  to  be  elefted 
tribune  with  the  fingle  view  of  deftroying  this  his  avowed 
adverfary.  It  has  already  been  obferved  in  the  fixth  remark 
en  the  third  letter  of  this  book,  that  Cicero  in  his  confulate 
had  put  to  death  fome  of  the  confpirators  concerned  with 
Catiline,  without  any  formal  trial,  and  upon  no  other  autho- 
rity than  a  decree  of  the  fenate.  And  it  was  upon  this 
charge,  that  Clodius  founded  his  impeachment.  Cicero's 
conduft  upon  this  occafion  has  alfo  been  arraigned  by  a  late 
very  accurate  and  judicious  hiftorian  :  and  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged that,  as  far  as  we  can  be  competent  judges  of 
it  at  this  dillance  from  the  time  and  fcene  of  adlion,  it 
feems  to  have  been  attended  with  fome  circumftances  not 

Q  Oh! 
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A.U.695.  Oh!  That  I  had  been  more  indifferent  to  life! 
Our  days  would  then  have  been,  if  not  wholly 
unacquainted  with  forrow,  yet  by  no  means 
thus  wretched.  However,  if  any  hopes  are 
ftill  referved  to  us  of  recovering  fome  part  at 
leaft  of  what  we  have  loft,  I  fhall  not  think 
that  I  have  made  altogether  fo  imprudent  a 
choice.  But  if  our  prefent  fate  is  unalterably 
fixed — Ah !  my  dearefl  Terentia,  if  we  are  ut- 
terly and  for  ever  abandoned  by  thofe  gods 
whom  you  have  fo  religioufly  adored,  and  by 
thofe  men  whom  I  have  fo  faithfully  ferved ;  let 
me  fee  you  as  foon  as  pofTible,  that  I  may  have 
the  fatisfadlion  of  breathing  out  my  lafl:  depart- 
ing figh  in  your  arms. 

I  have  fpent  about  a  fortnight  at  this  place', 
with  my  friend  Marcus  Flaccus.  This  worthy 
man  did  not  fcruple  to  exercife  the  rites  of 
friendfliip  and  hofpitality  towards  me,  notwith- 
flanding  the  fevere  penalties  of  that  iniquitous 
law  againfl  thofe  who  fliould  venture  to  give  me 
reception^     May   I  one    day   have    it   in    my 

eafily  reconcileable  to  the  principles  either  of  juftice,  or 
good  policy.     See  Hooke's  Rom.  Hijl.  vol.  iii.  f.  316. 

■»  Brundifium  :  a  maritime  town  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  now  called  Brindijl.  Cicero  when  he  firft  with- 
drew from  Rome,  intended  to  have  retired  into  Sicily  j  but 
being  denied  entrance  by  the  governor  of  that  ifland,  he 
changed  his  direftion  and  came  to  Brundifium  in  his  way  to 
Greece,     fro  Plane.  40,41. 

*  As  foon  as  Cicero  had  withdrawn  from  Rome,  CIo» 
dius  procured  a  law,  which  among  other  articles  enaded, 

power 
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power  to  make  him  a  return  to  thofe  generous  a.u.  695. 
fervices,  which  I  Ihall  ever  moil  gratefully  re- 
member. 

I  am  jufl  going  to  embark,  and  purpofe  to 
pifs  thro'  Macedonia  in  my  way  to  Cyzicum'. 
And  now,  my  Terentia,  thus  wretched  and  ruined 
as  I  am,  can  I  intreat  you  under  all  that  weight 
of  pain  and  forrow  with  which,  I  too  well  know, 
you  are  opprefled,  can  I  intreat  you  to  be  the 
partner  and  companion  of  my  exile  ?  But  muft 
I  then  live  without  you  ?  I  know  not  how  to 
reconcile  myfelf  to  that  hard  condition  3  unlefs 
your  prefence  at  Rome  may  be  a  mean  of 
forwarding  my  return :  if  any  hopes  of  that 
kind  fhould  indeed  fubfift.  But  fhould  there, 
as  I  fadly  fufpe6l,  be  abfolutely  none  j  come  to 
miC,  I  conjure  you,  if  it  be  pofllble :  for  never 
can  I  think  myfelf  completely  ruined,  whilft  I 
fhall  enjoy  my  Terentia's  company.  But  how 
will  my  dearefl  daughter  difpofe  of  herfelf  ?  A 
queftion  which  you  yourfelves  mull  confider : 
for,  as  to  my  own  part,  I  am  utterly  at  a  lofs 
what  to  advife.  At  all  events,  however,  that 
dear  unhappy  girl  mufl  not  take  any  meafures 

that  "  no  perfon  (hould  prefume  to  harbour  or  receive  him 
*'  on  pain  of  death."     Life  of  Ck.  i.  354. 

*  A  confiderable  town  in  an  ifland  of  the  Propontis, 
which  lay  fo  clofe  to  the  continent  of  Afia  as  to  be  joined 
with  it  by  a  bridge, 

that 
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A.u.  695.  that  may  injure  her  conjugal  repofe ',  or  afFed 
her  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  world.  As  for 
my  fon — let  me  not  at  leaft  be  deprived  of 
the  confolation  of  folding  him  for  ever  in  my 
arms.  But  I  muil:  lay  down  my  pen  a  few 
moments :  my  tears  flow  too  faft  to  fuffer  me 
to  proceed. 

I  am  under  the  utmoft  folicitude,  as  I  know 
not  whether  you  have  been  able  to  preferve  any 
part  of  your  efiiate,  or  (what  I  fadly  fear)  are 
cruelly  robbed  of  your  whole  fortune. — I  hope 
Pifo  *  will  always  continue,  what  you  reprefent 
him  to  be,  entirely  ours. — As  to  the  manumif- 
fion  of  the  flaves;  I  think  you  have  no  occafion 
to  be  uneafy.  For  with  regard  to  your  own,  you 
only  promifed  them  their  liberty  as  they  Ihould 
deferve  it :  but  excepting  Orpheus,  there  are 
none  of  them  that  have  any  great  claim  to  this 
favour.  As  to  mine,  I  told  them,  if  my  eftate 
fhould  be  forfeited,  I  would  give  them  their 
freedom,  provided  I  could  obtain  the  confirma- 
tion of  that  grant :  but  if  I  preferved  my  eftate, 
that  they  fliould  all  of  them,  excepting  only  a 
few  whom  I  particularly  named,  remain  in  their 


'  TulHa  was  at  this  time  married  to  Caius  Pifo  Frugi  ; 
a  young  nobleman  of  one  of  the  beft  families  in  Rome. 
See  remark  9th,  on  the  letter  ix.  p.  42.  of  this  book. 

*  Cicero's  fon-in-Iaw,  mentioned  in  the  lait  note, 

prefent 
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prefent  condition.     But  this  is  a  matter  of  little  A.U,  695. 
confequence. 

With  regard  to  the  advice  you  give  me  of 
keeping  up  my  fpirits,  in  the  belief  that  I  fhali 
again  be  reftored  to  my  country ;  I  only  wifh 
that  I  may  have  reafon  to  encourage  fo  defirable 
an  expeftation.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  greatly 
miferable,  in  the  uncertainty  when  I  Ihall  hear 
from  you,  or  what  hand  you  will  find  to  con- 
vey your  letters.  I  would  have  waited  for  them 
at  this  place;  but  the  mailer  of  the  fhip  on 
which  I  am  going  to  embark,  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  lofe  the  prefent  opportunity  of 
failing. 

For  the  reft,  let  me  conjure  you  in  my  turn, 
to  bear  up  under  the  preflure  of  our  affli6lions 
with  as  much  refolution  as  poflible.  Remember 
that  my  days  have  all  been  honourable ;  and 
that  I  now  fufFer,  not  for  my  crimes,  but  my 
virtues.  No,  my  Terentia,  nothing  can  juftly 
be  imputed  to  me,  but  that  I  furvived  the  lofs 
of  my  dignities.  However,  if  it  was  more 
agreeable  to  our  children  that  I  Ihould  thus  live, 
let  that  refleftion  teach  us  to  fubmit  to  our  mif- 
fortunes  with  chearfulnefs ;  infupportable  as  upon 
all  other  confiderations  they  would  undoubt- 
edly be.     But  alas,  whilft  I  am  endeavouring  to 

keep 
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A.u.  695.  keep  up  your  fpirits,  I  am  utterly  unable  to 
preferve  my  own ! 

I  have  fent  back  the  faithful  Philetsrus :  as 
the  weaknefs  of  Jiis  eyes  made  him  incapable  of 
rendering  me  any  fervice.  Nothing  can  equal 
the  good  offices  I  receive  from  Salluftius.  Pef- 
cennius  likewife  has  given  me  llrong  marks  of 
his  afFedion :  and  I  hope  he  will  not  fail  in  his 
refpedt  alfo  to  you.  Sicca  proiTiifed  to  attend 
me  in  my  exile :  but  he  changed  his  mind,  and 
has  left  me  at  this  place. 

I  intreat  you  to  take  all  poflible  care  of  your 
health  :  and  be  afliired,  your  misfortunes 
more  fenfibly  affeft  me  than  my  own.  Adieu, 
my  Terentia,  thou  moft  faithful  and  beft  of 
wives !  Adieu.  And  thou  my  deareft  daugh- 
ter, together  with  that  other  confolation  of  my 
life,  my  dear  fon,  I  bid  you  both  moft  tenderly 
Farewel. 

Brundifium, 
April  the  30th. 

LETTER     VIL 

To  Terentia,  to  my  deareft  Tullia,  and  to 

my  Son, 

IMAGINE  not,  my  Terentia,  that  I  write 
longer  letters  to  others  than  to  yourfelf :   be 
afliired  at  leaft,  if  ever  I  do,  it  is  merely  becaufe 

thofe 
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thofe  I  receive  from  them  require  a  more  parti-  A.u.  695. 
cular  anfwer.  The  truth  of  it  is,  I  am  always  at 
a  lofs  what  to  write :  and  as  there  is  nothing  in 
the  prefent  dejeflion  of  my  mind,  that  I  per- 
form with  greater  reluftance  in  general  -,  fo  I 
never  attempt  it  with  regard  to  you  and  my 
deareil  daughter,  that  it  does  not  coil  me 
a  flood  of  tears.  For  how  can  I  think  of  you 
without  being  pierced  with  grief  in  the  refledion, 
that  I  have  made  thofe  completely  miferable, 
whom  I  ought,  and  wilhed,  to  have  rendered 
perfe6tly  happy  ?  And  I  Ihould  have  rendered 
them  fo,  if  I  had'  acted  with  lefs  timidity. 

Pifo's  behaviour  towards  us  in  this  feafon  of 
our  afflidlions,  has  greatly  endeared  him  to  my 
heart :  and  I  have,  as  well  as  I  was  able  in  the 
prefent  difcompofure  of  my  mind,  both  acknow- 
ledged his  good  offices  and  exhorted  him  to  con- 
tinue them. 

I  perceive  you  depend  much  upon  the  new 
tribunes :  and  if  Pompey  perfeveres  in  his  pre- 
fent difpofition,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
your  hopes  will  not  be  difappointed  i  tho'  I 
muil  confefs,  I  have  fome  fears  with  refped  to 
CrafTus.  In  the  mean  while  I  have  the  fatif- 
faclion  to  find,  what  indeed  I  had  reafon  to 
exped,  that  you  ad  with  great  fpirit  and  ten- 
dernefs  in  all  my  concerns.     But  I  lament  it 

fliouid 
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A.  u.  6gs.  fliould  be  my  cruel  fate  co  expofe  you  to  To 
many  calamities,  'whilfc  you  are  thus  generoufly 
endeavouring  to  eafe  the  weight  of  mine.  Be 
affured  it  was  with  the  utmoft  grief  I  read  the 
account  which  Publlus  fent  me,  of  the  oppro- 
brious manner  in  which  you  were  dragged  from 
the  temple  of  Vefta,  to  the  office  of  Valerius  *. 
Sad  reverfe  indeed !  That  thou,  the  dearell  ob- 
jed:  of  my  fondeil  defires,  that  my  Terentia,  to 
whom  fuch  numbers  were  wont  to  look  up  for 
relief,  Ihould  be  herfelf  a  fpeftacle  of  the 
moft  affecting  diftrefs !  and  that  I,  who  have 
faved  fo  many  others  from  ruin,  Ihould  have 
ruined  both  myfelf  and  my  family  by  my  own 
indifcretion  ! 

As  to  what  you  mention  with  regard  to  the 
Area  belonging  to  my  houfe ;  I  fhall  never  look 
upon  myfelf  as  refrored  to  my  country,  till 
that  fpot  of  ground  is  again  in  my  pofTefTion  ^ 
But  this  is  a  point  that  does  not  depend  upon 
ourfelves.  Let  me  rather  cxprefs  my  concern 
for  what  doesi  and  lament  that,   diftrefled  as 

♦  Terentia  had  taken  fan£luary  in  the  temple  of  Vefta, 
but  was  forcibly  dragged  out  from  thence  by  the  dueftions 
of  Clodius.  in  order  to  be  examined  at  a  pubu.c  office, 
concerning  her  hufband's  effeds.     Mr.  Ro/s. 

'  After  Clodius  had  procurer  :.he  la--  againft  Cicero  al- 
reac/  tc-tcen  notice  of,  he  cunfecra^..^  the  Area  where 
his  houfe  in  Rome  ftood,  to  the  perpetual  fervice  of  reli- 
g\c- .  and  erected  a  temple  upon  it  to  the  goddefs  Liberty. 
Li/e  of  QU, 

your 
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your  circumftanccs  already  are,  you  fhould  en-  A.U.695. 
gage  yourielf  in  a  fhare  of  thofe  expences  which 
are  incurred  upon   my  account.     Be  afllired,  if 
ever  I  iliould  return  to  Rome,  I  fhall  eafily  re- 
cover my  eftate :    but  fhould  fortune  continue 
to  perfecute  me  ;   will  you,  thou  dear  unhappy 
woman,  will  you  fondly  throw  away  in  gaining 
friends  to  a  defperate  caufe,  the  lail  fcanty  re- 
mains of  your  broken  fortunes  !   I  conjure  you 
then,  my  dearefl  Terentia,  not  to  involve  your- 
felf  in   any  charges  of  that  kind  :  let  them  be 
borne  by  thofe  who  are  able,  if  they  are  willing, 
to  fupport  the  weight.     In  a  word,  if  you  have 
any  afFe6lion  for  me,  let  not  your  anxiety  upon 
my  account,  injure  your  health  :  which  alas  !  is 
already  but  too  much  impaired.     Believe  me, 
you  are  the  perpetual  fubjecl  of  my  waking  and 
lleeping  thoughts  :  and  as   I  know  the  afliduity 
you  exert  in  my  behalf,  I  have  a  thoufand  fears 
left  your  ftrength  fhould  not  be  equal  to  fo  con- 
tinued a  fatigue.    I  am  fenfible  at  the  fam^e  time, 
that  my  affairs  depend  entirely  upon  your  aflift- 
ance  :  and  therefore  that  they  may  be  attended 
with  the  fucccfs  you  hope  and  fo  zealoufly  en- 
deavour to  obtain,  let  me  earneftly  intreat  you 
to  take  care  of  your  health. 

I  know  not  whom  to  write  to,  unlefs  to  thofe 
who  firft  write  to  me,  or  wliom  you  particularly 

^"^OL,  I.  J)  mention 
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A.U.695.  mention  in  your  letters. — As  you  and  Tullia  arc 
of  opinion  that  I  fhould  not  retreat  farther  from 
Italy,  I  have  laid  afide  that  defign.  Let  me 
hear  from  you  both  as  often  as  polTible,  particu- 
larly if  there  fhould  be  any  fairer  profpe6t  of  my 
return.  Farewel,  ye  deareft  objefls  of  my  moft 
tender  afieftion,  Farewel ! 

Theffalonica  ", 

Od.  the  5  th. 


LETTER       VIII. 

To  Terentia,  to  my  deareft  Tullia,  and  to 

my  Son. 

I  Learn  by  the  letters  of  feveral  of  my  friends, 
as  well  as  from  general  report,  that  you  dif- 
cover  the  greateft  fortitude  of  mind,  and  that  you 
follicit  my  affairs  with  unwearied  application. 
Oh,  my  Terentia,  how  truly  wretched  am  I,  to 
be  the  occafion  of  fuch  fevere  misfortunes  to  fo 
faithful,  fo  generous,  and  fo  excellent  a  woman! 

And  my  deareft  Tullia  too  ! That  fhe  who 

was  once  fo  iiappy  in  her  father,  fhould  now 
derive  from  iiim  fuch  bitter  forrows  I  But  how 
fhail  I  exprefs  the  anguifli  I  feel  for  my  little 
boy  !  v/ho  became  acquainted  witli  grief  as  foon 

«  A  city  in  Macedonia,  now  called  Salonicki. 

6  .as 
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as  he  was  capable  of  any  refle6lion  "*  Had  thefe  A.u.  695. 
affli6lions  happened,  as  you  tenderly  reprefent 
them,  by  an  unavoidable  fate,  they  would  have 
fat  lefs  heavy  on  my  heart.  But  they  are  alto- 
gether owing  to  my  own  folly  in  imagining  I 
was  loved  where  1  was  fecretly  envied ",  and 
in  not  joining  with  thofe  who  were  fincerely  de- 
firous  of  my  friendfhip '.  Had  I  been  governed, 
indeed,  by  my  own  fentiments,  without  rely- 
ing fo  much  on  thofe  of  my  weak  or  wicked 
advifers,  we  might  ftill,  my  Terentia,  have  been 
happy  ^     However,  fince  my  friends  encourage 

''  Cicero's  fon  was  at  this  time  about  eight  years  of  age. 
Manut. 

8  The  perfons  to  whom  he  alludes  are,  Hortenfius,  Ar- 
rius,  and  others  of  that  party,  who  (if  we  may  believe  Ci- 
cero's complaints  to  Atticus)  took  advantage  of  his  fears, 
and  advifed  him  to  withdraw  from  Rome  on  purpofe  to  ruin 
him.  But  perfons  under  misfortunes  are  apt  to  be  fufpici- 
ous,  and  are  frequently  therefore  unjuft  :  as  Cicero  feems  to 
have  been  with  refpeft  to  Flortenfius  at  leart,  who  does  not 
appear  to  have  merited  his  reproaches.  Ad  Att.  iii.  9.  14. 
Ad  ^  F.  i.  3.      See  Mongault'z  remarks,  vol.  ii.  p.  44. 

9  Ca^far  and  Craffus  frequently  follicited  Cicero  to  unite 
himfelf  to  their  party,  promifing  to  proteft  him  from  the 
outrages  of  Clodius,  provided  he  would  fall  in  with  their 
meafures.     Life  of  Cic.  i.  288.  315.  ?)'uo.  Ed. 

'  Cicero  is  perpetually  reproaching  himl'elf  in  thefe  let- 
ters to  Terentia,  and  in  thofe  which  he  wrote  at  the  fame 
time  to  Atticus,  for  not  having  taken  up  arms  and  refo- 
lutely  withflood  the  violences  of  Clodius.  He  afterwards 
however  in  feveral  of  his  fpeeches  made  a  ir.erit  of  what  he 
here  fo  ftrongly  condemns,  and  particularly  in  that  for  Sex- 
tius  he  appeals  to  Heaven  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that 
he  fubmitted  to  a  voluntary  exile  in  order  to  fpare  the  blood 
of  his  fellow-citizens  and  preferve  the  public  tranquillity. 
Tty  t€,  pallia,  tcjiorf  (fays  he)  et  I'cs,  psnates patrii^ue  Dii^ 

D  2  me 
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A.u.  695.  me  to  hope,  I  will  endeavour  to  reftrain  my  grief, 
left  the  effedl  it  may  have  upon  my  health  lliould 

me  vefirarum  feduni  iemplsrumquc  catifa,  me  propter  falut em  me- 
orum  cl'ulum,  qufs  mihi  femper  fitit  rnea  carior  njita,  dimicati- 
onem  Cftdemque fug'ijfe.  But  Cicero's  veracity  in  this  folemn 
afleveration,  feems  liable  to  be  juftly  queftioned.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  he  once  entertained  a  defign  of  taking  up  arms  in 
his  own  defence :  and  the  lingle  njotive  that  appears  to 
have  determined  him  in  the  change  of  this  refolution  was, 
his  finding  himfelf  moll:  perfidioufly  deferted  by  Pompey. 
^i — quifquam  fuijfet  (fays  he  in  a  letter  to  Atticus)  qui  me 
Pompeii  minus  libercdi  rcfponfo  pertcrritum,  a  turpiflimo  COn- 
filio  fet'ocaref  ; — aut  occuhuijfem  konejle,  aut  t'iclores  hodie  1//'- 
•veremus.  \\\.  15.  Dion  Caifius  aflerts,  that  Cicero,  notwith- 
llanding  this  unexpected  ucfertion  of  Pompey,  was  prepar- 
ing to  put  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  but  that  Cato 
and  Horten fins  would  not  fuffer  him  to  execute  hispurpofe  : 

xy  o^T-fi(T\>i,  Sec.  Lib.  38.  Perhaps  this  author  may  be  mif- 
taken  as  to  his  having  aftually  made  any  formal  prepara- 
tions of  this  kind  ;  but  that  he  had  it  in  his  Intentions, 
feems  clear  beyond  all  reafonabje  contradidllon.  The 
French  hiftorian  of  our  ailthor's  banilhment  has  relied, 
therefore,  too  much  upon  Cicero's  pompous  profefTions 
after  his  return,  when  he  maintains  that  nothing  could  be 
farther  from  his  thoughts  than  a  ferious  oppofition.  Hijl.  de 
Vcxil  de  Cicer.  p.  148.  The  contrary  appears  moft  evidently 
to  have  been  the  cafe;  and  that  the  patriot-motive  which 
he  fo  often  alfigns  in  his  fubfequent  orations  for  leaving 
Jus  country,  was  merely  an  after-thonght  and  the  plaufible 
colouring  of  artful  eloquence.  Why  elfe,  it  may  be  aflced, 
-is  there  not  the  leaft  hint  of  any  fuch  genert)us  principle 
of  his  condudl,  in  all  the  letters  he  wrote  during  this  pe- 
riod ?  Why  elfe,  is  he  perpetually  reproaching  his  trieads 
for  having  fuffcred  him  to  take  that  meafurt- r  And  why, 
jn  a  word,  does  he  call  it,  as  in  the  pall'age  above-cited, 
turpijfimum  conjiliujny  the  offctl  of  a  mofl  ignominious  refo- 
lution ?  But  were  it  to  be  admitted  that  a  regard  to  his 
tountry  determined  him  to  witlidraw  from  it  ;  flill  however 
he  could  not  with  any  degree  of  truth,  boalt  of  his  patrio- 
lifm  upon  that  occafion  ;  for  the  moit  partial  of  his  advo- 
cite;.  mult  arlcnovvledge,  that  he  no  fooner  executed  this 
Telolution,  than  he  heartily  repented  of  it.  The  truth  is, 
hflv*  uiiv^'iniriw  fosviT  he  might  bf  10   ha?.arJ   the  peace  of 

'ill  up- 
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difappoint  your  tender  efforts  for  my  reftoration.  A. 11.695; 
I  am  fenfible  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  manv  dif-  '" 
ficulties  that  mull  be  conquered  ere  that  point 
can  be  effected :  and  that  it  would  have  been 
much  eafier  to  have  maintained  my  pofl",  than 
it  is  to  recover  it.  Neverthelefs/ if  all  the  tri- 
bunes are  in  my  interefbi  if  Lentulus  is  really 
as  zealous  in  my  caufe  as  he  appears  j  and  if 
Pompey  and  Casfar  likewife  concur  v/ith  him  in 
the  fame  views,  I  ought  not,  moft  certainly,  to 
delpair. 

With  regard  to  our  flaves ;  I  am  willing  to 
act  as  our  friends,  you  tell  me,  advife.  As  to 
your  concern  in  refpeft  to  the  plague  which 
broke  out  here  -,  it  is  entirely  ceafed  :  and  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  efcape  all  infedion.  How- 
ever, it  was  my  defire  to  have  changed  my  pre- 
fent  fituation  for  fome  more  retired  place  in  Epi- 
rus,  where  I  might  be  fecure  from  Pifo  and  hi:, 
foldiers*.     But  the  obliging  Plancius  was  ua- 

his  country  in  maintaining  his  poft,  he  was  ready  to  re- 
nounce all  tendernefs  of  that  kind  in  recovering  it ;  and  he 
exprefsly  defires  Atticus  to  raife  the  mob  in  his  favour,  if 
there  vyere  any  hopes  of  making  a  fuccelsful  pufh  for  his 
reftoration:  Oro  teut,fi  quce  /pes  erit  pojfe ftudiii  bonorum. 
auaoritate,  multitudine  comparata,  rem  conjici,  des  operam  ut 
unt  impetu perfringatur.     Ad  Att.  iii.  23. 

*  Lucius  Calphurnius  Pifo,  who  was  conful  this  vear 
with  Gabinius :  They  were  both  the  profefTed  enemies  of 
Ucero,  and  fupported  Clodius  in  his  violent  meafures.  The 
province  of  Macedonia  had  fallen  to  the  former,  and  he  was 
now  preparing  to  fet  out  for  his  government,  where  his 

D  3  wiilinc? 
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A.U.  695.  willing  to  part  with  me  j  and  ftill  indeed  detain^ 
me  here  in  the  hope  that  we  may  return  to- 
gether to  Rome  \  If  ever  I  fliould  live  to  fee 
that  happy  day ;  if  ever  I  fliould  be  reflored  to 
rny  Terentia,  to  my  children  and  to  myfelf,  J 
ihall  think  all  the  tender  foUicitudes  we  have 
fuffered  during  this  fad  feparation,  abundantly 
repaid. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  afFeftion  and  huma^ 
nity  of  Pifo's  ^  behaviour  towards  every  one  of 
us  :  and  I  wifli  he  may  receive  from  it  as  much 
fatisfadion,  as  I  am  perfuaded  he  will  honour. 
—I  was  far  from  intending  to  blame  you  with 
refpefl  to  my  brother:  but  it  is  much  my  defire, 
efpecially  as  there  are  fo  few  of  you,  that  you 
ihould  live  together  in  the  moft  perfeft  harmo- 
ny.—I  have  made  my  acknowledgments  where 
you    defired,   and  acquainted   the   perfons  ypu 

troops  were  daily  arriving.  Cicero  has  delineated  the  cha- 
racters at  large  of  thefe  confuls  in  feveral  of  his  orations  : 
but  he  has  in  two  words  given  the  moft  odious  pifture  of 
them  that  exafperated  eloquence  perhaps  ever  drew,  where 
3ie  calls  them  i/uo  relpublka  portenta  ac  feene  funera  :  an  ex- 
preflion  for  which  modern  language  can  furnifh  no  equi- 
valent, Depro'v.  conful.  See  remark ii.  p.  174.  of  thisvpl, 
and  remark  2.  p.  102.  vol.  2. 

3  Plancius  was  at  this  time  Quasflor  in  Macedonia,  and 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  many  generous  offices  to  CicerQ 
in  his  exile.  Pro  Plane,  fajjim.  See  remark  i.  on  letter  2, 
5.  viii. 

4  Cicero's  fon-in-law* 

mention^ 
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mention,    that  you  had  informed  me  of  tKeir  A.u.  695, 
femces. 

As  to  the  eftate  you  propofe  to  fell ;  alas ! 
my  dearTerentia,  think  well  of  the  confequence: 
think  what  would  become  of  our  unhappy 
boy,  fliould  fortune  flill  continue  to  perfecute 
us.  But  my  eyes  ftream  too  fail  to  fuffer  me  to 
add  more :  nor  would  I  draw  the  fame  tender 
flood  from  yours.  I  will  only  fay,  that  if  my 
friends  fhould  not  defert  me,  I  fliali  be  in  no 
diflrefs  for  money :  and  if  they  fhould,  the  mo- 
ney you  can  raife  by  the  fale  of  this  eftate  will 
little  avail.  I  conjure  you  then  by  all  our  mif- 
fortunes,  let  us  not  abfolutely  ruin  our  poor 
boy,  who  is  well-nigh  totally  undone  already. 
If  we  can  but  raife  him  above  indigence,  a  mo- 
derate fhare  of  good  fortune  and  merit  will  be 
fufficient  to  open  his  way  to  whatever  cKe  we 
can  wifh  him  to  obtain.  Take  care  of  your 
health,  and  let  me  knov/  by  an  exprefs  how 
your  negotiations  proceed,  and  how  affairs  in 
general  fland. — My  fate  muft  now  be  foon  de- 
termined. I  tenderly  falute  my  fon  and  daugh  • 
ter,  and  bid  you  all  Farewel, 

Dyrrachlum  ^, 
November  26. 

P.  S.  I   came  hither   not  only  us  it  is  a  free 

'  A  city   In   Macedonia,    now  called  Dura^zo,  in   the 
Turkifh  dominions.     This   letter  tho'   dated   from  Dyrra- 

D  4  city^ 
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A.U.695.  city*,  and  much  in  my  intereft,  but  as  it  is  fi- 
tuated  likewife  near  Italy  ^  But  if  I  fhould  find 
any  inconvenience  from  its  being  a  town  of  fuch 
great  refort,  I  Ihall  remove  elfewhere,  and  give 
you  due  notice. 

LETTER      IX. 

To    Terentia. 

1  Received  three  letters  from  you  by  the  hands 
of  Arillocritus,  and  have  v/ept  over  them 
till  they  are  almoll  defaced  with  my  tears.  Ah  ! 
my  Terentia,  I  am  worn  out  with  grief:  nor 
do  my  own  perfonal  misfortunes  more  feverely 
torture  my  mind,  than  thofe  with  which  you  and 
my  children  are  opprelTed.  Unhappy  indeed, 
as  you  are,  I  am  ftill  infinitely  more  fo^  as 
our  common  affli6lions  are  attended  with  this 
aggravating  circumftance  to  myfelf,  that  they 
are  juftly  to  be  imputed  to  my  imprudence 
alone.  I  ought,  mofl  undoubtedly,  either  to 
have  avoided  the  danger  by  accepting  the  com- 

chium,  appears  to  have  been  wholly  written  except  the  poll- 
fcript,  at  Theflalonica. 

"  That  is,  a  city  which  had  the  privilege,  the*  in  the 
dominions  of  the  Roman  republic,  to  be  governed  by  its 
own  laws. 

*  Befides  the  reafons  here  mentioned,  tTiere  was  another 
and  much  ftrongcr  which  induced  Cicero  to  leave  Theflalo- 
nica ;  for  he  had  received  intelligence  thatPifo's  troops  were 
approaching  lowards  that  city.     JJ  Ju.  in-  22, 

milTiou 
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mifllon  '  which  was  offered  me  j  or  to  have  A.u.  695. 
repelled  force  by  force,  or  bravely  to  have  pe- 
rifhed  in  the  attempt.  Whereas  nothing  could 
have  been  more  unworthy  of  my  character,  or 
more  pregnant  with  mifery  than  the  fcheme  I 
have  purfued  ^  I  am  overwhelmed  therefore, 
not  only  with  forrow,  but  with  fhame :  yes,  my 
Terentia,  I  blufh  to  refled  that  I  did  not  exert 
that  fpirit  I  ouglit  for  the  fake  of  fo  excel- 
lent a  wife  and  fuch  amiable  children.  The 
diftrefs  in  which  you  are  all  equally  involved^, 
and  your  own  ill  ftate  of  health  in  par- 
ticular, are  ever  in  my  thoughts  :  as  I  have 
the  mortification  at  the  fame  time  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  there  appear  but  llender  hopes  of 
my  being  recalled.  My  enemies,  in  truth, 
are  many ;  while  thofe  who  are  jealous  of  me 
are  almoft  innumerable :  and  tho'  they  found 
great  difficulty  in  driving  me  from  my  coun- 
try, it  will  be  extremely  eafy  for  them  to' pre- 
vent my  return.  However,  as  long  as  you 
have  any  hopes  that  my  refloration  may  be  ef- 

">  As  it  anfwcred  Cnsfar's  purpofes  either  to  gain  Cicero, 
or  to  ruin  him,  he  artfully  laid  his  meafures  for  both.  And 
accordingly,  after  having  iniligated  Ciodius  to  purfue  Ci- 
cero, he  oHered  to  take  him  into  Gaul  in  the  quality  of  his 
lieutenant,  as  a  means  of  proteftlng  him  from  that  venge- 
ance he  had  fecretly  inflamed.  But  Cicero  being  more  dif~ 
pofed  to  try  his  ftrength  with  his  adverfary,  imprudently 
declined  the  propofal.     Dio,  xxxvii.  JJ  Jtt.ii.  18,19. 

.f  See  remark  i.  on  the  preceding  letter. 

feaed. 
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A.u.  695.  felled,  I  will  not  ceafe  to  co-operate  with  your 
endeavours  for  that  purpofe  j  left  my  weaknefs 
Ihould  feem  upon  all  occafions  to  fruftrate  every 
meafure  in  my  favour.  In  the  mean  while^  my 
perfon  (for  which  you  are  fo  tenderly  concern- 
ed) is  fecure  from  all  danger :  as  in  truth  I 
am  fo  completely  wretched,  that  even  my  ene- 
mies themfelves  muft  wifh,  in  mere  malice,  to 
preferve  my  life.  Neverthelefs,  I  fhall  not 
fail  to  obferve  the  caution  you  kindly  give 
me.  / 

I  have  fent  my  acknowledgments  by  Dexip- 
pus  to  the  perfons  you  defired  mc,  and  men- 
tioned at  the  fame  time,  that  you  had  informed 
me  of  their  good  offices.  I  am  perfeftly  fen- 
fible  of  thofe  which  Pifo  exerts  towards  us  with 
fo  uncommon  a  zeal :  and  indeed  it  is  a  circurn- 
ilance  which  all  the  A^orld  fpeaks  of  to  his  ho- 
nour. Heaven  grant  I  may  live  to  enjoy  with 
you  and  our  children,  the  common  happinefs  of 
fo  valuable  a  relation  '' ! 

9  He  had  the  great  misfortune  to  be  difappolnted  of 
this  wifh  :  for  Pifo  died  foon  after  this  letter  was  written. 
Cicero  mentions  him  in  feveral  parts  of  his  writings,  with 
the  higheft  gratitude  and  efteem.  He  reprefents  him  as  a 
young  Nobleman,  of  the  greateft  talents  and  application, 
who  devoted  his  whole  time  to  the  improvements  of  his 
mind,  and  the  exercife  of  eloquence  ;  as  one  whofe  moral 
qualifications  were  no  lefs  extraordinary  than  his  intellec- 
tual, and  in  fhort  as  poffefTed  of  every  accompliftiment  and 
every  virtue  that  could  endear  him  to  his  friends,  to  his 

The 
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The  only  hope  I  have  now  left,  arlfes  from  A.U.  69f« 
the  new  tribunes  i  and  that  too  depends  upon 
the  fteps  they  fliall  take  in  the  commencement 
of  their  office  :  for  if  they  {hould  poftpone  my 
affair,  I  (hall  give  up  all  expedations  of  its  ever 
being  effefled.  Accordingly  I  have  difpatched 
Ariftocritus,  that  you  may  fend  me  immediate 
notice  of  the  firft  meafures  they  fhali  purfue, 
together  with  the  general  plan  upon  which  they 
propofe  to  conduft  themfelves.  I  have  like- 
wife  ordered  Dexippus  to  return  to  me  with  all 
expedition,  and  have  written  to  my  brother  to 
requeft  he  would  give  me  frequent  information 
in  what  manner  affairs  proceed.  It  is  with  a 
view  of  receiving  the  earlieft  intelligence  from 
Rome,  that  I  continue  at  Dyrrachium  :  a  place 
where  I  can  remain  in  perfeft  fecurity,  as  I  have 
upon  all  occafions  diftinguilhed  this  city  by  my 
particular  patronage.  However,  as  foon  as  I 
fhall  receive  intimation  that  my  enemies  *  are 
approaching,  it  is  my  refolution  to  retire  into 
Epirus. 

In  anfwer  to  your  tender  propofal  of  accom- 
panying me  in  my  exile  j  I  rather  choofe  you 
(hould  continue  in  Rome;  as  I   am  fenfible  it 

family,  and  to  the  public.  Pro  Sext.  ^l»  De  clar%  orattr.  271, 
Ad  ^Irites y  iii. 

•  The  troops  of  Plfo.  See  remark  2.  on  the  former 
letter, 

is 
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A.U.695.  is  upon  you,  that  the  principal  burthen  of  my 
affairs  muft  reft.  If  your  generous  negotiations 
Ihould  fucceed  ;  my  return  will  prevent  the  ne- 

cefTity  of  that  journey  :    if  otherwife But  1 

need  not  add  the  reft.  The  next  letter  I  ftiall 
receive  from  you,  or  at  moft  the  fubfequent  one, 
will  determine  me  in  what  manner  to  aft.  In 
the  mean  time  I  defire  you  would  give  me  a 
full  and  faithful  information  how  things  go  on  : 
though  indeed  I  have  now  more  reafon  to  expe6t 
the  final  refult  of  this  affair,  than  an  account  of 
its  progrefs. 

Take  care  of  your  health  I  conjure  you  ;  af- 
furing  yourfelf  that  you  are,  as  you  ever  have 
been,  the  objeft  of  my  fondeft  wifties.  Fare- 
wel,  my  dear  Terentia !  I  fee  you  fo  ftrongly 
before  me  whilft  I  am  writing,  that  I  am  utterly 
fpent  with  the  tears  I  have  fticd.  Once  more;, 
Farewel. 

Dyrrachium, 
Nov.  the  30th. 


LET^ 
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LETTER      X. 

To  QumTus  Metw-lus  Nepos,  the  Conful  *. 

THE  letters  I  received  both  from  my  bro-  a.u.  696. 
ther  and  my  friend  Atticus  ftrongly  en- 
couraged me  to  hope,  that  you  were  not  lefs 
difpofed  than  your  collegue  to  favour  my  recall. 
In  confequence  of  this  perfuafion,  I  immediately 
wrote  to  you  in  terms  fuitable  to  my  prefent 
unfortunate  circumftances:  acknowledging  my 
grateful  fenfe  of  your  generous  intentions,  and 
intreating  your  future  afTiftance.  But  I  after- 
wards learned,  not  indeed  fo  much  by  any  hint 
of  this  kind  from  my  friends,  as  from  the  re- 
port of  thofe  who  paficd  this  way,  that  you  did 
not  continue  in  the  fame  favourable  fentiments^  r. 
for  which  reafon  I  would  not  venture  to  impor- 
tune you  any  farther.  My  brother  however, 
having  tranfmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  the  fpeech 

*  This  IS  the  fame  perfon,  who,  when  he  was  tribune, 
gave  occafion  by  his  ill-treatment  of  Cicero,  to  the  fecond 
and  third  letters  of  this  book.  He  was  now  conful  with 
Publius  Cornelius  Lentulus. 

3  Whilil  the  friends  of  Cicero  were  exc-'.i.a  their  endea- 
vours to  procure  his  reftoration,  Clodius  was  oppofing  their 
defigns  by  every  method  of  artifice  and  violence :  in  which 
he  was  protefted  by  Metellus,  notwithilanding  he  had  given 
intimations  of  a  difpofition  to  favour  Cicero's  interell.  Life 
of  Cic.  i.  408.  S'vo.  Edit, 

you 


4^  The    LETTERS        Book  t 

A.U.696.  you  lately  made  in  the  fenate,  I  found  it  ani- 
mated with  fuch  a  fpirit  of  candour  and  mode- 
ration, that  I  was  induced  to  write  to  you  once 
more.  Let  me  earneflly  requeft  you  then  to 
confider  rather  the  interefts  than  the  pafTions  of 
your  family  ^,  left  by  falling  in  with  their  unjuft 
and  cruel  oppofition  to  me,  you  fhould  open  a 
way  by  which  they  themfelves  may  be  opprelTed 
in  their  turn.  Is  it  poflible,  indeed,  that  you, 
who  gained  fuch  a  glorious  conqueft  over  your- 
felf  as  to  facrifice  your  own  private  enmities  * 
to  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  fliould  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  add  ftrength  to  a  refentment  in 
others  which  evidently  tends  to  its  deftruftion  ? 
If  you  tliink  proper  then  to  afford  me  your  af- 
fiftance  in  this  conjun6lure,  you  may,  upon  all 
occafions,  depend  on  my  utmoft  fervices  in 
return.  On  the  other  hand,  fhould  that  lawlefs 
violence,  which  has  wounded  the  commonwealth 
through  my  fide,  be  fuffered  ftill  to  prevail ;  it 

*  Clodlus  was  coufin  to  Mctellus.     PoJ^  red.  171  fen.  10. 

*  The  firft  ftep  that  Lentulus  took  when  he  entered  upon 
the  adminiftration  of  his  office,  was  to  move  the  fenate 
that  Cicero  might  be  recalled.  Upon  which  occaiion  his 
collegue  Metellus  made  the  conceffion  to  which  Cicero  feema 
here  to  allude;  declaring  that  he  was  willing  to  facrifice 
his  private  refentment  againft  Cicero,  to  the  general  incli- 
nations of  the  fenate  and  the  people.  Neverthelef^,  he  ftill 
continued  to  fupport  Clodius,  as  has  been  already  obferved 
in  the  note  above.  Pro  Sext.  32. /o/?  red.  in  fen,  iv.  See 
remark  26.  on  letter  17.  p.  178,  B.  ii. 

imports 


Book  I.       of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  47 

imports  you  to  reflect,  whether  if  you  Ihould  A.U.696. 
hereafter  be  inclined  to  recall  the  opportunity 
of  preferving  our  general  liberties,  you  will  not 
have  the  misfortune  of  finding  it  much  too  late  **. 
Farewel. 

LETTER      XI. 
To    Fabius    Gallus  ". 

I  Have  been  attacked  with  a  diforder  in  my 
bowels,  which  continued  with  great  violence 
during  ten  days :  but  as  it  was  not  attended 
with  a  fever,  I  could  not  perfuade  thofe  who 
had  occafion  for  my  fervices,  that  I  was  really 

^  Notwithflanding  that  Pompey,  Csfar,  and  Indeed  all 
the  principal  perfons  of  the  republic  now  concurred  in  fa- 
vouring Cicero's  return,  yet  the  pradices  of  Clodius  pre- 
vented a  decree  for  that  purpofe,  till  the  lirft  of  June. 
Nor  was  it  till  the  4th  of  Auguft  following  that  this  de- 
cree pafTed  into  a  general  law :  in  confequence  of  which, 
Cicero  foon  afterwards  made  his  triumphant  entry  into 
Rome.  Metellus  joined  in  procuring  this  decree  :  a  change 
of  fentiments,  which  Cicero  imputed  to  a  molt  pathetic 
fpeech  which  Servilius  Ifauricus  delivered  in  the  fenate 
upon  this  occafion,  and  which  fo  foftened  Metellus,  it 
feems,  that  he  melted  into  tears.  But  the  true  caufe  is 
more  probably  to  be  afcribed  to  the  influence  of  Csfar  and 
Pompey  :  who,  in  order  to  mortify  Clodius,  whofe  power 
now  began  to  be  troublefome  to  them,  thought  it  conve- 
nient for  their  purpofes  that  Cicero  Ihould  be  rellored.  Pra 
Sext.  31.  62.   Ad  ^ir.  7. 

^  Gallus  is  only  known  by  three  or  four  letters  which 
Cicero  has  addreffed  to  him :  from  which  however,  no- 
thing particular  can  be  colledlied  concerning  his  hillory  or 
charader, 

indif' 
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A.U.696.  indifpofed.  In  order  therefore  to  avoid  their 
importunities,  I  retired  to  Tufculanum ;  having 
obferved  i'o  llri6t  an  abftinence  for  two  days 
before,  as  not  to  have  tailed  even  a  drop  of 
water.  Reduced  then  as  I  am  by  my  illnefs 
and  my  fading,  I  had  more  reafon  to  hope  for  a 
vifit  from  you,  than  to  imagine  you  expeded  one 
from  me. 

Dillempers  of   every  kind  I  greatly  dread, 
but  particularly  of  that  fort  for  which  the  Stoics 
have  cenlured   your  favourite  Epicurus,  where 
he   complains  '*    of    being    violently    afflifted 
with    the    dyfentery    and    the     ftrangury :    as 
the  former,    they  alTert,   is  the  confequence  of 
table   indulgencies,    and  the  latter   of  a   more 
fhameful  intemperance.    I  had  indeed  great  rea- 
fon to   apprehend  a  dyfentery :  but  wliether  it 
be  from  change  of  air,  or  a  relaxation  from  bu- 
finefs,  or  that  the  dillemper  had  almoft  fpent 
itfelf,  I  know  not;  but  I  am  fomewhat  better 
fince   I  came  hither.     You   will   wonder  per- 
haps what  excefles   I   have  been  guilty  of,  to 
bring  upon  myfelf  this   diforder.     I   muft    in- 
form you  then,  that  I  owe  it  to  the  frugal  regula- 

''  III  a  letter  which  he  wrote  during  his  laft  ficknefh :  a 
tranflation  of  which  19  given  us  by  Cicero  in  his  treatife 
Ik  finibu?,  ii.   31. 

tions 
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tions  of  the  fumptuary  law  ^  The  produ6ls  orA.u,696. 
the  earth  being  excepted  out  of  the  reftrictions 
of  that  aft ;  our  elegant  eaters,  in  order  to 
bring  vesretables  into  falliion,  have  found  out 
a  method  of  drefling  them  in  fo  high  a  tafte, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  palatable.  It  was  im- 
mediately after  having  eaten  very  freely  of  a 
difli  of  this  fort,  at  the  inauguration  feaft  of 
Lentulus  ^^  that  I  was  feized  with  a  diarrhoea 
which  has  never  ceafed  till  this  day.  Thus  you 
fee,  that  I  who  have  withflood  all  the  tempta- 
tions that  the  nobleft  lamprys  and  oiilers  could 
throw  in  my  Way,  have  at  laft  been  over- 
powered by  paltry  beets  and  mallows  :  but  it  has 
taught  me  however  to  be  more  cautious  for  the 
future.  As  Anicius  found  me  in  one  of  my  fick 
fits,  you  muil  undoubtedly  have  heard  of  my 
ilhiefs  :  I  was  in  hopes  therefore  you  v/ould  not 
liave  contented  yourfelf  with  inquiring  after  my 
welfare,    but    would  have   given  me  the   fatif- 

=  Manutlus  cor.jefturf  s,  that  the  law  alluued  to,  is  one 
which  is  afcribed  by  Aulas  Gelliusto  Marcus  Licinius  Craf* 
fas,  and  which  pafled  in  the  year  of  Rome  643.  By  this 
law  the  expences  of  the  table  were  regulated  both  in  regard 
to  ordiaary  and  extraordinary  occafions,  with  the  exprefs 
exception  mentioned  by  Cicero  in  the  next  fentence,  con- 
cerning the  article  of  vegetables.   Vid.  Aid.  Gell.  ii.  24. 

''  He  was  Ton  of  Publaus  Cornelius  Lentulus,  one  of  the 
confuls  of  the  prefent  year  ;  to  whom  the  next  letter  and 
feveral  of  the  following  cines  in  this  and  the  fubfequenc 
book  are  written.  He  gave  this  entertainment,  on  occafion  of 
his  being  chofen  a  member  of  the  college  of  Augurs.  Manut. 

Vol.  I.  E  faction 
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A.U.696.  facStion  of  a  vifit.  I  purpofe  to  coxitlnue  here, 
till  I  lliall  have  re-eft-ablifhed  my  health ;  for  I 
am  extremely  weakened  and  emaciated.  But  if 
I  can  once  get  the  better  of  my  diforder,  I  hope 
I  fhall  find  no  difficulty  in  reco'/ering  all  the 
reft.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XII. 
To  PuBLius  Lentulus,  Procoriful  *. 

A.U.697.  T"  Find  it  much  eafier  to  fatisfy  the  world  than 
i_    myfelf  in  thole  facred  offices  of  friendfliip 
I   exert    in    your   behalf.      Numberlefs    indeed 

'  Publius  Lentuliis  was  conful  together  with  Quietus 
Metellus  Nepos,  A.  U.  696,  the  year  before  this  letter  was. 
written.  Daring  his  adminiftratiOn  of  that  office,  he  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  zeal  in  promoting  Cicero's  recall 
from  banilhment:  which,  after  many  difhculties  thrown  in^ 
the  way  by  Clodius,  he  at  length  effeded.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  confulate  he  fucceeded  to  the  government 
of  Cilicia,  one  of  the  molt  confiderable  provinces  in  Afia 
minor,  now  called  Carmania :  and  the  following  corref- 
pondence  was  carried  on  with  him  whilfi  he  continued  in 
that  province.  C:tfar  had  upon  many  important  occafions 
given  him  very  fignal  inllances  of  his  friendlhip,  parti- 
cularly in  gaining  him  an  entrance  into  the  pontifical 
college  ;  in  procuring  him  the  province  of  lower  Spain 
after  he  had  palled  through  the  office  of  pra?tor ;  and  by 
affifting  him  in  obtaining  the  confullhip.  Yet  thefe  obli- 
gations were  not  fo  powerful  in  the  fentiments  of  Len- 
tulus,  as  to  fuperfede  thofe  more  important  ones  which  he 
owed  to  his  country.  Accordingly  he  oppofed  the  illegal 
and  dangerous  demands  of  Caefar,  with  great  warmth  and 
indignation  in  the  fenate  :  and  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
civil  war,;  oined  himfelf  with  Pompey.  He  lleadily  per- 
fevered  in  following  the  caufe  and  the  fortune  of  that  un- 
happy chief,  notwithllanding  Cxl'ar  gcnerouHy  gave  him  his 

are 
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are  the  obligations  you  have  conferred  upon  me :  A.u.697. 
and  as  you  perfevered  with  unweafied  zeal  till 
you  had  efifefted  my  recall  from  exile ;  I  eileem 
it  the  greatefl  mortification  of  my  life,  that  I 
cannot  aft  in  your  affairs  with  the  fame  fuccefs. 
The  triith  is,  Ammonius,  who  refides  here  as 
AmbafTador   from   Ptolemy    ""'^   defeats   all    my 

life  and  his  liberty,  v/hen  he  £e-\\  intb  his  hands  upon  the 
furrender  of  Corfinium.  For  it  appears  by  a  letter  in  this 
colledlion,  that  he  was  afterwards  at  the  battle  of  Phar- 
falia,  from  whence  he  fled  with  Pompey  to  Rhodes  :  and 
this  is  the  fartheft  we  can  trace  him.  He  is  mentioned 
by  Cicero  among  the  celebrated  orators  of  his  age  :  though 
his  merit  of  this  kind  was,  it  feems,  more  owing  to  his 
acquired,  than  his  natural  talents.  C^^f.  B.  C.  i.  Plut.  in 
Caf,  Cic.  ep.  Fam.  xii.  14.      Cic.  de  opt.  gen.  die. 

*  King  of  Egypt  and  father  of  the  celebrated  Cleopa- 
tra. He  was  furnamed  Aulctes,  in  allufion  to  his  fsill  in 
playing  upon  a  certain  mufical  inltrument  called  by  the 
Greeks  Aula's.  1'he  title  of  this  prince  to  his  throne  being 
precarious,  he  found  means,  by  the  intereft  of  Csfar  and 
Fompey,  to  be  declared  an  ally  of  the  Roman  republic, 
about  two  years  before  the  date  of  this  letter  :  for  which 
piece  of  fervice  they  were  to  receive  no  lefs  a  reward  than 
one  million  one  hundred  fixty-two  thoufcnd  five  hundred 
pounds.  The  heavy  taxes  Ptolemy  was  obliged  to  impofe  \\\ 
order  to  raife  this  immcnfe  tribute,  together  with  other  ads 
of  tyranny  and  oppreilion,  occaf.oned  fuch  a  general  dif- 
content  among  his  people,  that  they  took  up  arms  and 
drove  him  out  of  Egypt.  In  this  exigency  he  had  recourfe 
to  the  republic,  in  virtue  of  the  alliance  juil  mentioned. 
His  fubjects  likewife  fent  an  embalTy  to  Rome,  compofed 
of  an  hundred  of  their  principal  citizens,  to  plead  their 
caufe  before  the  fenate  :  but  Ptolemy  having  notice  of  this 
deputation,  procured  part  of  them  to  be  aflaiiinated  on  their 
way  thither  :'  others  as  foon  as  they  arrived ;  and  the  reil 
he  filenced  by  proper  applications  to  their  fears  and 
their  avarice.  This,  together  with  his  immenfc  and  open 
profufions  among  the  venal  part  of  the  republic,  rendered 
him  generally   deteiled  at  Rome  :  infomuch  that  notwith- 

E  2  fchemesj 
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A.u.<597.  fchemes,  by  tlie  mod  Ihamelels  and  avowed 
bribery  :  and  lie  is  kipplied  with  money  for  this 
purpofe,  from  the  fame  quarter  as  when  you 
were  in  Rome.  The  party  in  the  king's  in- 
terell,  (tho'  their  number,  it  mull  be  owned,  is 
inconfiderable)  are  all  defirous  that  Pompey 
may  be  employed  to  re-inilate  him  in  his  do- 
minions. The  fenate,  on  the  other  hand,  fall 
in  with  the  pretended  oracle  ^  ;  not  indeed  as 

ftanding  he  was  zealoufly  fupported  by  Pompey,  who  a£lu- 
ally  obtained  a  decree  in  his  favour,  yet  the  oppofttion  was 
fo  ftrong,  that  the  fenate  after  various  debates,  thought 
proper  to  let  the  affair  wholly  drop.  His  laft  refource 
therefore  was,  to  apply  himfelf  to  Gabinius,  proconful  of 
Syria.  Accordingly  Gabinius  upon  the  promife  of  10,000  • 
talents,  and  at  the  recommendation  of  Pompey,  boldly  un- 
dertook, and  effefted,  his  refloration  without  being  autho- 
rifed  by  any  legal  commifTion  for  that  purpofe.  Dio.  xxxix. 
Liv.  Epit.  105.  Cic.  Oral,  in  Pi/on.  See  remark  7.  p.  96, 
of  this  vol. 

2   Caius  Cato,  a  relation   of  the  celebrated  M.   Fortius 
Cato  who  killed  himfelf  at  Utica,  was  in   the  number  of 
thofe  who  moll  ilicnuBufly  oppofed  the  reftoration  of  Ptole- 
my.    He  was  a  )  oung  man   of  a  turbulent  and  enterprifing 
dilpofition,  which    he    fupported    with   fome  degree  of  elo- 
quence.    Thii   at   leall    i.s   the    charader   which    Feneftella 
gives    of  him,    as   that  annalirt:  is  cited  by  Nonius  :    but  if 
he  was  never  engaged  In  an  oppofition   lefs  reafonable  than 
ihe    prefent,    hillcry    has  not    done   him    juiHce.     Among 
other  expedients  which  he  employed  to  obftruft  the  defigns 
of  thoie  who  favoured   Ptolemy,  he  had  recourfe  to  a  pro- 
phecy which   he   pretended  to   have  found  in  the  Sibylline 
book.i;  and  which  contained  a  fcvere  denunciation  againft 
the    ftirre.,   if  the   Romans   alTifled  a  king   of  Egypt   with 
their   troops  in   recovering  his  throne.     This  had  in  fome 
meafure  it*  Jefircd  cffeft  :   for  the   fenate  (which  in   gene- 
ra!  WAS  in  the  Hime  fentimcnts  a^  to  this  point  with  Cato) 
voted  it  dangerous  to  the   iuterefts  of  the   republic  to  em- 
ploy r^ny  for«e  in  favour  of  Ptolcn\v. 

giving 
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giving  any  credit  to  its  predictions,  but  as  being  A.u.697. 

in   general    ill-inclined    to  this   prince,  and  de- 

tefting  his  moft  corrupt  practices.     In  the  mean 

while,    I   omit  no    opportunity  of  admoniiliing 

Pompey   with    great   freedom,    and    conjuring 

him  not  to  a6l  fuch  a  part  in  this  affair,  as  would 

call   the    deepeft    ftain   upon    his    charaftcr.     I 

muft   do   him  the   juftice  at  the  fame  time  to 

acknowledge,    that   fo  far  as   his    own  conduct 

is  concerned,  there  does   not   appear  the    leaft 

foundation  for  any  remonftrances   of  this  fort. 

On   the   contrary,   he  is  perpetually    expreffing 

the  highell  zeal  for  your  intcreft :  and  he  lately 

fupported  it  in  the  fenate,  with  the  utmoft  force 

of  eloquence    and    the    ilrongeft  profefTions    of 

friendfliip.     Marcellinus  *,  I   need  not  tell  you, 

is  a  good  deal  difpleafed  at  your  folliciting  this 

The  Sibyls  were  certain  fuppnfed  prophetefTes,  concern- 
ing whom  there  is  great  variety  of  opinions  ;  hiftorians 
being  by  no  means  agreed  as  to  their  number,  their 
country,  or  the  age  in  which  tiiey  lived.  Thofe  who  are 
inclined  to  read  a  very  ridiculous  ftory,  may  find  an  ac- 
count in  Aulus  Gellius  of  the  manner  by  which  the  Ro- 
mans are  faid  to  have  poffefTed  themfelves  of  thefe  oracular 
writings.  Thefe  prophecies  were  carefully  depofited  in  the 
Capitol,  and  confulted  upon  certain  extraordinary  occa- 
iions.  There  are  fome  ancient  writings  ftill  extant  which 
pafs  under  the  name  of  the  Sibylline  oracles  :  but  thefe 
oracles  *•  feem  to  have  been  all,  from  iirft  to  Lift,  and 
*'  without  any  exception,  mere  impoftures."  Ad ^  Frat,. 
ii.  2.  Jul.  Gell.  i.  19.  Jortins  rtmarks  «)>  Eijcltf.  Hijl. 
p.   284. 

*  One  of  the  prefent  confuls. 

E  3  com- 
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A.U.697.  commlffion  :  in  all  other  refpefts,  I  dare  ven- 
ture to  fay,  he  will  very  flrenuoufly  promotq 
your  interefl.  We  muft  be  contented  to  take 
him  in  his  own  way :  for  I  perceive  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  diffuade  him  from  propofing  that  the 
injunftlons  of  the  oracle  fhall  be  complied  with. 
And  in  fact,  he  has  already  made  feveral  mo- 
tions to  that  purpofe. 

I  wrote  this  early  on  the  13th :  and  I  ^yill  novy. 
give  you  an  account  of  what  has  hitherto  pafTed 
in  the  fenate.  Both  Hortenfius  and  Lucullus 
agreed  with  me  in  moving,  that  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  oracle  fhould  be  obeyed :  and  indeed 
it  does  not  feem  polTible  to  bring  this  matter  to 
bear  upon  any  other  terms.  But  we  propofed  at 
the  fame  time,  that  in  purfuance  of  the  decree  ^ 
^'hich  was  made  on  your  own  motion,  you  Ihould 
be  appointed  to  re-eftablifh  Ptolemy  in  his  king- 
dom 3  the  fituation  of  your  province  lying  i^o^ 
conveniently  for  that  purpofe.  In  a  word,  we 
confented  that  the  army  fhould  be  given  up,  in 

'  Before  Lentulus  fet  out  for  his  government,  the  fenate 
had  come  to  a  refolution  of  aflifting  Ptolemy  with  a  body 
of  troops  ;  and  (as  has  already  been  obferved)  a  decree  had 
adlually  pafied  for  that  purpofe.  It  was  voted  at  the  fame 
time,  that  ihe  conful,  whofc  lot  it  fhould  prove  to  admi- 
nifter  the  province  of  Cilicia,  fhould  be  charged  with  this 
cbmmiflion  :  and  accordingly  fortune  decided  it  in  favour 
of  Lentulus.  But  the  artifices  of  Caius  Cato,  taken  notice 
of  in  the  note  above,  prevented  this  decree  from  being 
carried  into  execution.     Orat.  pro  Rabir, 

deference 
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deference  to  the  oracle  -,  but  infifted  neverthelefs  A.u.697 
that  you  fhoiild  be  employed   in  effecfling  this**" 
reftoration,     CrafTus,  on  the  other  fide,    was  for 
h:mng  this  comminion  executed  by  three  per- 
fons   to  be  chofen  from   amonj?  our   senerals  : 
and  confequently  he  did  not  mean  to  exclude 
Pompey.     Marcus  Bibulus   joined  with  him  as 
to  the  number;  but  thought  that  the  perfons  to 
be  nominated  fliould  not  bear  any  military  com- 
mand.    Ail  the  reft  of  the  confulars  were  in  the 
fame  fentim^ents,  except  Serviiius,  Afranius,  and 
Volcatius.       The    firfl  abfolutcly    oppofed   our 
engaging    in    Ptolemy's    reftoration    upon    any 
terms  whatfoever  :  but  the  two  laft  were  of  opi- 
nion, that,  agreeably  to  the  motion  of  Lupus> 
this  commiluon  fnould   be   given   to    Pompey. 
This  circumftance  has  encrealed   the  fufpicion 
concerning  the  real  inclinations  of  the  latter:   as 
his  moft  particular  friends  were  cbferved  to  con- 
cur with  Volcatius.     They    are   labouring   this 
point  with  great  aftiduity  :   and,  I.  fear,  it  vv^ill  be 
carried    againft    us.      Libo    and    Hypf^us    are 
openly  folliciting  for  Pompey  :  and  in  truth  the 
conduft  of  all  his  friends  at  this  juncture  makes 
it  generally  believed,  that  he  is   defirous  of  the 
office.  Yet  the  misfortune  is,  that  thole  who  are 
iinv/illing   it  lliould  fall  into  his  hands,  are  not 
the  qiorc  inclined  to  place  it  in  yours :  as  they 

E  4  arc 
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A.U.697.  are  much  difpleafed  at  your  having  contributed 
to  the  late  adyancement  of  his  power  ^.  For 
myfelf;  I  find  I  have  the  lefs  influence  in  your 
caufe,  as  it  is  fuppofed  I  am  folely  governed  by 
a  principle  of  gratitude  :  at  the  fame  time,  the 
notion  which  prevails  that  this  affair  affords  a^ 
opportunity  of  obliging  Pompey,   renders   my 

^  I,entulus,  during  his  confulate,  propofed  and  carried  a 
law  in  favour  of  Pompey,  which  in  effed  inverted  him  with 
the  wliole  power  of  the  Roman  empire.  For  under  a  pre- 
tended fcarcity  of  corn  (as  fome  of  the  hiftorians  feem  to 
reprefent  it,  the' Dion  CalTius  indeed  fpeaks  of  it  as  real) 
he  was  commiffioned  to  provide  the  republic  with  that  com- 
modity :  by  which  means  all  thofe  who  were  concerned  in 
the  naval,  the  commercial,  and  landed  intereft,  either  in 
Italy  or  the  piovinces,  became  his  tributaries  and  depen- 
dents. By  another  law,  Pompey  was  authorized  during 
the  fpace  of  five  years  to  exercife  proconfular  power 
throughout  all  the  Roman  dominions  :  and  it  is  to  thefe 
extravagant  grants  that  Cicero  feems  to  allude.  The 
former,  indeed,  of  thefe  two  laws  Cicero  himfelf  very  zea- 
loufiy  promoted,  in  return  to  the  fervices  be  had  lately  re- 
ceived from  Pompey  in  the  affair  of  his  reiloration.  And 
tho'  the  latter  inverted  that  afpiring  chief  with  a  power 
much  too  exorbitant  (as  is  intimated  in  a  letter  to  Atticus) 
to  be  endured  in  a  free  ftate  ;  yet  Cicero  fuffered  it  to  pafs 
without  the  leaft  oppofition.  We  learn  from  his  own  con- 
feluon,  the  mean  motive  of  this  unworthy  filence.  As  the 
Pontifical  college,  it  feems,  had  not  yet  made  their  report 
concerning  the  validity  of  Clodius's  confecration  of  his 
area,  {(ee  remark  5.  p.  32.  of  this  vol.)  he  thought  it 
unfafe  to  withrtand  any  of  Pompey's  demands,  left  he 
might  influence  their  dccifion  to  his  prejudice:  nos  tace- 
mus  ;  et  eo  magis,  quod  de  demo  7ioJira  nihil  adhuc  Pontifices 
rejpunderunt.  Lentulus  on  the  other  hand,  was  fufpedled 
of  procuring  thefe  laws  in  view  of  his  own  defigns,  and  ijj 
order  to  divert  Pompey  from  the  thoughts  of  being  em- 
ployed in  re-ertablifliing  Ptolemy  on  his  throne.  Thus 
were  the  liberties  of  Rome  facrihced  to  the  private  purpofcs 
of  her  pretended  patriots  !  Plut,  in  vit.  Pomp.  Dio  xxxix. 
Ad  Att.  iv.  1, 

appli- 
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applications  likcwife  not  altogether  fo  eue(5lual  A.u.697. 
as  -they  might  otherwife  prove.  It  is  thus  I  am 
labouring  m  this  perplexed  bufinefs  :  which  the 
king  himfclfj  long  before  you  left  Rome,  as 
well  as  the  friends  and  dependants  of  Pompey, 
had  artfully  embarrafrcd.  To  this  I  muft  add 
the  avowed  oppofition  I  meet  with  from  the 
confulars  ;  who  reprefent  our  afTifting  Ptolemy 
with  an  army,  as  a  meafure  that  would  highly 
refleft  upon  the  dignity  of  the  fcnate.  Be  af- 
fured  however,  I  fhall  employ  every  means  in 
my  power  of  teftifying  both  to  the  world  in  ge- 
neral, and  to  your  friends  in  particular,  the 
fincerity  of  that  affeftion  I  bear  you.  And 
were  there  any  honour  in  thofe  who  ought  to 
have  Ihewn  themfelves  influenced  by  its  higheft 
and  moft  refined  principles,  I  ffiould  not  have 
fo  many  difficulties  to  encounter.     Farewel. 

I.  E  T  T  E  R    XIII. 

To  QuiNTus  Valerius  Orca  \ 
OU   remember,  I  doubt  not,   that  when  I '  • 


Y 


attended   you  on  your  way  towards  your 

*  He  had  been  pra;tor  the  year  before  :  and  very  in- 
ftrumental  in  procuring  Cicero's  recall  from  exile.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  pra;tor(hip  he  obtained  the  government  of 
Africa:  and  this  letter  feems  to  have  been  written  to  him 
ibon  after  his  arrival  in  that  province.    I^igJb,  annal.  ii.  38A. 

provipce, 
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A.U.697.  province,  I  took  occafion  in  the  prefence  of  Pub- 
lius  Cufpius,  to  defire  you  would  confider  every 
friend  of  his  whom  I  fhould  recommend  to  you, 
as  in  the  number  of  my  own  :  and.  that  I  after- 
wards repeated  this  requeft  in  the  flrongeft  man- 
ner. You  then  allured  me,  with  great  geaero- 
fity  and  politenefs,  and  agreeably  to  that  affec- 
tionate regard  with  which  you  have  ever  diftin- 
guifhed  me,  that  you  would  comply  v/ith  my 
requeil.  I  am  to  inform  you  then,  that  Cufpius. 
Iiaving  been  twice  in  Africa  during  the  time  that 
he  Kad  the  direftion  of  the  aJfaiis  of  the  com- 
pany which  farms  the  revenues  of  that  province, 
contracted  fome  acquaintance  in  that  part  of  the 
world  whom  he  greatly  loves :  and  as  no  man  is, 
more  zealous  to  krvc  his  friends,  he  very  warm- 
ly efpoufes  their  i-ntereft.  I  an>  always  ready  to 
afllft  him  for  that  purpofe  to  the  utmoft  of  my 
credit  and  influence  :  which  I  mention  as  a  rea- 
fon  for  my  recommending  his  African  friends 
in  general  tO:  your  proteftion.  For  the  future 
therefoi-e,  I  fhall  only  acquaint  you  that  the  pcr- 
fon  in  whofe  behalf  I  may  happen  to  write,  is  a 
friend  of  Cufpius :  and  then  add  the  dillinguifli- 
ing  mark  we  agreed  upon  ^     But  my  prefent 

^  To  dilVinguifh  thofe  recommendations  which  were  writ- 
ten merely  in  compliance  with  folicitations  he  could  not 
refiife,  from  others  that  were  the  fmcere  dictates  of  his 
heart. 

recom- 
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irecpmmeridation  is  of  the  ftrongeft  kind :  as  it  A.u.697. 
is  in  compliance  with  the  moft  earneft  defire  of 
Cufpius,  that  I  intreat  your  good  offices  to 
Lucius  Julius.  If  I  were  to  requeft  them  in 
the  terms  that  are  ufually  employed  in  the  fin- 
cerefl  follicitations  of  this  nature,  I  fliould  fcarce 
fatisfy,  I  believCj  the  zeal  of  my  friend.  He 
requires  fomething  more  new  and  fingular  in  the 
manner  of  my  prefent  addrefs  :  and  iiiiagines  I 
am  mailer  of  a  certain  art,  that  renders  me  ex- 
tremely well  qualified  for  the  tafic.  I  promifed 
therefore  to  recommend  his  friends  to  you,  by 
all  the  m.ofl  fkilful  and  infinuating  methods  of 
perfuafion.  But  as  I  find  myfelf  incapable  of 
executing  this  promife ;  I  can  only  intreat  you 
to  give  him  reafon  to  imagine,  that  there  was 
fomething  wonderfully  efficacious  in  this  letter. 
Now  this  he  will  certainly  fuppofe,  if  you  exer- 
cife  towards  Julius  every  generous  act  that  your 
politenefs  and  your  ftation  enable  you  to  con- 
fer ;  not  only  by  diftant  fervices,  but  by  your 
perfonal  notice  and  diftinftion  :  for  you  cannot 
imagine,  as  you  have  not  been  long  enough  in 
your  poft  to  know  it  by  your  own  obfervation, 
how  great  an  advantage  it  is  to  a  man  to  have 
the  countenance  of  the  governor  of  his  province. 
J.  am  perfuaded;  that  Julius  well  deferves  every 
mark  of  your  friendffiip  upon  his  own  account ; 
10  not 


6o  The     LETTERS        Book  I. 

A.U.697.  not  only  becaufe  Cufpius  has  alTiired  me  that  he 
does,  (which  of  itfelf  indeed  would  be  a  very 
fuflicient  reafon  for  my  thinking  fo)  but  becaufe 
I  know  the  great  judgment  of  the  latter  in  the 
choice  of  his  friends. 

Time  will  foon  difcover  the  efFefts  which  this 
letter  fliall  produce ;  and  they  will  be  fuch,  I 
confidently  truft,  as  to  demand  my  acknow- 
ledgments. In  the  mean  while,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  xny  beil  fervices  here,  in  every  in- 
Jlance  wherein  I  fhall  imagine  you  would  defire 
them.     Farewel. 

P.  S.  Publius  Cornelius,  the  bearer  of  this 
letter,  is  one  whom  I  likewife  recommend  to 
you  at  the  requefl  of  Cufpius  :  and  how  much  I 
am  bound  both  by  inclination  and  gratitude  to 
do  every  thing  for  his  fake  that  is  in  my  poweoi 
is  a  circumftance  of  which  I  have  already  fuffici- 
cntly  informed  you.  Let  me  intreat  you  there- 
fore, that  he  may  very  foon  and  very  frequently 
have  the  ftrongefl  reafons  to  thank  me  for  this 
my  recommendation  of  his  friend.     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XIV. 
To  PuBLius  Lentulus,  Proconful. 

THE  fenate  met  on  the  13th  of  January,  A.V.egr- 
but  came  to  no  refolution ;  the  greatefl 
part  of  that  day  having  been  fpent  in  fome  warm 
contefls  which  arofe  between  Marcellinus  %  the 
confulj  and  Caninius,  one  of  the  tribunes  of  the 
people.  I  had  myfelf  alfo  a  very  confidcrable 
fhare  in  the  debates  :  and  I  reprefented  the  zeal 
you  have  always  fliewn  towards  the  fenate,  in 
terms  that  influenced  them,  I  amperfuaded,  m.uch 
to  your  advantage.  The  next  day  therefore, 
we  thought  it  fufficient  briefly  to  deliver  our 
opinions :  as  I  perceived,  not  only  by  the  fa- 
vourable manner  in  which  I  was  heard  the  day 
before,  but  alfo  by  inquiring  into  the  fentiments 
of  each  particular  member^  that  the  majority 
was  clearly  on  our  fide.  The  bufinefs  of  the 
day  opened  with  reporting  to  the  houfe  the  fe- 
veral  opinions  of  Bibulus,  Hortenflus,  and  Vol- 
catius.  The  refpeftive  queftions  therefore  were, 
in  the  firll  place,  whether  three  commifTiont^rs 
Ihould  be  nominated  for  reftoring  the  king, 
agreeably  to  the  fentiments  of  Bibulus  -,  \n  the 

'  Cneius  Lentulus  Marcellinus,  v.'ho  was  confu):  this  year 
with  h.  Marcius  Philippus. 

next, 
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A.U.697.  next,  whether,  according  to  thofe  of  HortenfiiiSj 
the  office  fliould  be  conferred  upon  you,   but 
without  employing  any  forces ;  or  lafHy,  whe- 
ther, in  conformity  to  the  advice  of  Volcatiusj 
this  honour  fhould  be  affigned  to  Pompey.    The 
point  being  thus  flated,  it  was  moved  that  the 
opinion  of  Bibulus  might  be  referred  to  the  de- 
liberation   of  the  houfe  in    two    feparate   que- 
.flions  '.     Accordingly,  as  it  was  now  in  vain  to 
oppofe  his  motion  fo  far   as  it  related  to  pay- 
inn   obedience  to  the  declaration  of  the  oracle, 
the  fenate  in  general  came  into  his  fentiments : 
but  as  to  his  propofal  of  deputing  three  com- 
miflioners,    it  was  rejefted  by  a  very  confider- 
able  majority.     The  opinion  next  in  order,  was 
that  of  Hortenfius.     But  when  we  were  going 
to  divide  upon    it.    Lupus,     a   tribune  of  the 
people,   infilled  that  in  virtue  of  his  ofBce    he 
had  the  privilege  of  calling  to  a  divifion  of  the 
houfc,   prior  to  the  confals  :  and  therefore  de- 
manded   that  the  voices  Iliouid  be    firfl  taken 

*  "  When  an  opinion  was  propofed  to  the  fenate  which 
"  was  thought  too  general,  and  to  .include  feveral  diitindl 
"■  articles,  it  was  ufual  to  require  that  each  part  might 
*'  be  propounded  and  voted  leparately.  Thus  Bibulus 
"  moved,  that  they  might  fubrait  to  the  Sibylline  oracle 
•*  and  aprpoint  three  private  fenators  to  reftore  the  king. 
*'  But  the  houfe  required  that  they  might  vote  feparately 
<*  upon  thefe  two  queftions  :  and  the  event  was,  they  una- 
*'  nimoufly  agreed  to  the  former,  but  rejefted  the  latter." 
•  Ko/:  rem,  on  Cic./amil.  epijl.  'vol.  i.  p.  34s* 

upon 
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upon  the  motion  he  had  made  in  favour  of  Pom-  A.u.69f. 
pey.  This  claim  was  generally  and  flrongly 
oppofed  :  as  indeed  it  was  both  unprece- 
dented and  unreafonable.  The  confuls  them- 
felves  however  did  not  greatly  conteft  that 
point  :  nor  did  they  abfolutely  give  it  up. 
Their  view  was  to  protrad  the  debates  :  and 
they  fuccecded  accordingly.  They  perceived  in- 
deed, that  notwithftanding  the  m.ajority  affefted 
to  appear  on  the  fide  of  Volcatius  j  yet  upon 
a  divifion,  they  would  certainly  vote  with  Hor- 
tenfius.  Neverthelefs,  feveral  of  the  members 
v/ere  called  upon  to  deliver  their  opinions  :  tho' 
in  truth  much  againft  the  inclinations  of  the 
confuls,  who  were  defirous  that  the  fentiments 
of  Bibulus  fnould  prevail.  Thefe  debates  con- 
tinuing till  night,  the  fena'-c  broke  up  without 
coming  to  any  refolution.  I  happened  to  pafs 
the  fame  evening  v/ith  Pompey :  and  as  I  had 
that  day  fupported  your  caufe  in  the  fenate  with 
more  than  ordinary  fuccefs,  I  thought  it  af- 
forded me  the  moil  favourable  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  to  him  in  your  behalf  And  what 
I  faid,  feemed  to  make  fo  flrong  an  imprefTion^ 
that  I  am  perfuaded  I  have  brought  him  whol- 
ly over  to  your  intereft.  To  fay  the  truth, 
when  ever  I  hear  him  mention  this  affair  him- 
,  ielf,    I   entirely   acquit   him   of  being   fecretly 

def2;-ou5 
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A.U.6P7.  defirous  of  this  commifllon.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  I  obferve  the  condu6t  of  his  friends 
of  every  rank,  I  am  well  convinced  (and  indeed 
it  is  now  evident  likewife  to  the  whole  world)" 
that  they  have  been  gained  by  the  corrupt  mea- 
fures  which  a  certain  party,  with  the  confcnt  of 
Ptolemy  and  his  advifers,  have  employed. — 
I  write  this  before  fun-rife  on  the  i6th  of  Ja- 
nuary :  and  the  fenate  is  to  meet  again  on  this 
very  day.  I  hope  to  preferve  my  authority  in 
that  afiembly ;  as  far  at  lead  as  is  poffible  amidft 
fuch  general  treachery  and  corruption  which 
has  difcovered  itfelf  upon  this  occafion.  As  to 
what  concerns  the  bringing  this  matter  before" 
the  people  ;  I  think  we  have  taken  fuch  precau- 
tlonSy  as  will  render  it  impracticable,  unlefs  by 
achial  violence,  or  in  dired  and  open  contempt, 
both  of  our  civil  and  religious  inftitutions. 
For  this  purpofe  a  very  fevere  order  of  the  fe- 
nate '  (which,  I  imagine,  was  immediately 
tranfmitted  to  you)  was  entered  yefterday  in  our 
journals,  notwithftanding  the  tribunes  Gato  ' 
and  Caninius  interpofed  their  negatives. 

9  When  an  a£l  pafTed  the  fenate  in  a  full  houfe,  held 
according  to  the  prefcribed  forms,  and  without  any  oppo- 
fition  from  the  tribunes,  (who  had  the  privilege  of  putting 
a  negative  upon  all  proceedings  in  the  fenate)  it  was  called 
zfcnutus  conjultum,  a  decree  of  the  fenate.  But  if  any  of 
thtft-  c/Tentiah  were  wanting,  or  a  tribune  interpofed.  it 
was  then  only  lliled  a  fcnntus  auSloritas,  an  order  of  tlie 
fenate,  and  confidered  as  of  lefs  aiiihority.     Manut. 

*  See  remark  3.  p.  52.  of  this  vol. 
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You  may  depend  upon  my  fending  you  a  A.u.697, 
faithful  account  of  every  other  occurrence  which 
may  arife  in  this  affair  :  and  be  afTured,  I  fhall 
exert  the  utmoft  of  my  vigilance  and  my  credit, 
to  condudl  it  in  the  moft  advantageous  manner 
for  your  intercft.     Farewel. 


LETTER    XV. 

To  the  Same. 

AULUS  Trebonius,  who  is  an  old  and  in- 
timate friend  of  mine,  has  fome  important 
affairs  in  your  province,  which  require  immediate 
difpatch.  His  own  illuftrious  charafter,  together 
with  the  recommendations  of  myfelf  and  others, 
have,  upon  former  occafions  of  this  kind,  ob- 
tained for  him  the  indulgence  of  your  predecef- 
fors.  He  is  ftrongly  perfuaded,  therefore,  from 
that  affection  and  thofe  mutual  o-ood  offices 
which  fubfift  between  you  and  me,  that  this  let- 
ter will  not  prove  a  lefs  effeftual  follicitor  in  his 
behalf:  and  let  me  earneflly  intreat  you  not  to 
difappoint  him  in  this  his  expedlation.  Accord- 
ingly I  recommend  his  fervants,  his  freed-men, 
his  agents,  and  in  fhort,  his  concerns  of  every 
kind  to  your  patronage  :  but  particularly  I  beg 
you  would  confirm  the  decree  which  Titus  Am- 
Vot.  I.  F  pius 
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A.u.  697.  pins  *  pafled  in  his  f^ivour.  In  one  word,  J  -hope 
you  will  take  all  opportunities  of  convhvcing 
him,  that  you  do  riot  conlider  this  recommen- 
dation as  a  matter  of  common  v  and  unmeaning 
form.     Farewel. 


LETTER    XVL 

To  the  Same. 

WHEN  the  fenate  met  on  the  i6th  of 
this  month  "•,  your  affair  flood  in  a 
very  advantageous .  pofture.  We  had  fucceeded 
the  day  before  againlft  the  motion  ofBlbulus  for 
appointing  three  comjiiiiTioners,  and  had  now 
only  to  contend  with  Volcatius  ;  when  our 'ad- 
verfaries  prevented  the  quefliion  from  being  put, 
by  artfully  protradting  the  debates.  For  they 
faw  we  had  in  a  very  full  houfe,  and  amidft 
great  contrariety  of  opinions,  carried  our  point,- 
to  the  confiderable  mo'rtification  of  thofe  who 
were  for  taking  the  king's  affairs  out  of  your  di- 
reftion,  and  transferring  them  to  another  hand. 
Curio  oppofed  us  upon  this  occafion  with  ex- 
treme warmth;  while  Bibulus  fpoke  with' more 
temper,  and  indeed  feemed  almofb  inclined  to 

■  The  pre3eceffor  of  Lentulusin' this,  government.  ^iJ^j-^. 
Ann.  U.  C.  696. 

*  January.  v 

favour 
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favour  our  caufe.     But  Cato  and  Canlnius  abfo-  A.u.  697 
lutely  refufed  to  IlifFer  any  decree  to  pafs,  till 
a  general  affembly  of  the  people  fhould  be  con- 
vened. 

By  the  Pupian  law,  as  you  well  know,  there 
tannot  be  another  meeting  of  the  fenate  till  the 
firft  of  February  :  nor  indeed  throughout  that 
whole  month,  unlefs  all  the  foreign  ambaffadors 
fhould  have  received,  or  be  refufed,  audience. 
In  the  mean  while,  a  notion  prevails  among  the 
people,  that  your  adverfaries  have  infifted  upon 
this  pretended  oracle,  not  fo  much  with  an  intent 
of  obflrufting  your  particular  viev/s,  as  in  order 
to  dilappoint  the  hopes  of  thofe  who  may  be  de- 
firous  of  this  expedition  to  Alexandria,  mere- 
ly from  the  ambition  of  commanding  an  army. 
The  whole  world  is  fenfible  indeed,  of  the  re- 
gard which  the  fenate  has  lliewn  to  your  charac- 
ter :  and  it  is  notorioufly  owing  to  the  artifices 
of  your  enemiesj  that  the  houfe  did  not  divide 
Upon  the  queflion  propofed  in  your  favour.  But 
fhould  the  fame  pcrfons  under  a  pretended  zeal 
for  the  public,  (tho'  in  fa6l  upon  the  moft  infa- 
mous motives)  attempt  to  bring  this  affair  be- 
fore a  general  affembly  of  the  people  ;  we  have 
concerted  our  meafures  fo  v/ell,  that  the.y  cannot 
poifiblyeffeft  their  defignswithouthaving.recourfc 
to  violence  J  or  at  leaft  without  fetting'  the  or-' 

F  2'  dinances 
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A.U.697.  dinances  of  our  country,  both  civil  and  religi- 
ous, at  avowed  defiance  \ — But  I  will  neither 
oftentatioufly  difplay  my  own  endeavours  to  alTift 
you  in  this  conjun6ture,  nor  dwell  upon  the 
unworthy  treatment  you  have  received  from 
others.  "What  merit,  indeed,  can  I  thence  claim 
to  myfelf,  who  could  not  acquit  half  the  obliga- 
tions I  owe  you,  were  I  even  to  facrifice  my 
life  to  your  fervice  ?  On  the  other  hand,  what 
avails  it  to  difquiet  my  mind  with  complaining 
of  thofe  injuries,  which  I  cannot  refleft  upon 
without  the  deepeft  concern  ?  I  will  therefore 
only  add,  if  methods  of  violence  fhould  be  em- 
ployed, I  cannot  pretend,  in  this  general  con- 
tempt of  all  legal  authority,  to  anfwer  for  the 
^vent.  In  every  other  refped  I  will  venture  to 
afiure  you,  that  both  the  fen  ate  and  the  people 

^  It  was  no  very  difficult  matter  for  th«  contending  par- 
ties in  the  republic,  when  they  were  difpofed  to  obftruft 
the  defigns  of  an  oppofite  faftion,  to  find  an  expedient  for 
that  purpofe.  One  cannot  but  wonder  indeed  that  any 
public  bufinefs  could  be  carried  on,  when  nothing  more 
was  neceflary  to  embarrafs  the  proceedings,  than  to  procure 
fome  tribune  to  interpofe  his  negative,  or  any  magiftrate  to 
tbfer've  the  heavens.  This  latter  was  a  fpecies  of  divination 
praftiled  among  the  Romans,  in  order  to  determine  whe- 
ther any  fcheme  under  deliberation,  would  be  prejudicial 
or  advantageous  to  the  ftate.  It  confifted  in  remarking 
certain  appearances  in  the  heavens,  or  particular  modes 
in  the  voice  or  flight  of  birds,  which  were  fuppofed  inti- 
mations of  good  or  ill  fuccefs.  While  this  ceremony  was 
performing,  no  aflembly  of  the  people  could  be  legally 
held,  nor  any  aft  pafs  into  a  law.  To  both  thcfe  methods, 
it  is  probable,  Cicero  here  alludes. 

will 
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will  pay  the  higheft  attention  to  your  dignity  and  A.U.697. 
character.     Furewel. 


LETTER    XVII. 

To  the  Same. 

THERE  is  nothing  I  more  ardently  wilh, 
than  to  convince  both  yourfelf,  and  the 
world,  with  how  much  gratitude  I  retain  the- 
remembrance  of  your  fervices.  I  cannot  however 
but  extremely  regret,  that  your  affairs  fhould 
have  taken  fuch  a  turn  fince  your  abfence,  as  to 
give  you  occafion  of  tr)nng  the  affedion  and 
fidelity  of  your  friends.  You  are  fenfible,  as 
I  perceive  by  your  laft  letter,  that  you  have 
been  treated  with  the  fame  infincerity  by  thofe, 
who  ought  to  have  concurred  in  fupporting 
your  dignities,  as  I  formerly  experienced  from 
fome  of  my  pretended  friends,  in  the  affair  of 
my  banifhment.  Thus,  whilit  I  was  exerting 
the  utmoft  efforts  of  my  vigilance,  my  policy, 
and  my  intereft,  in  order  to  ferve  you  in  the 
article  relating  to  Ptolemy  ;  I  was  unexpeftedly 
alarmed  in  a  point  of  much  more  important 
concern,  by  the  infamous  law  which  Cato  has 
lately  propofed  to  your  prejudice  ^.     Where  af- 

■♦  Caius  Cato,  in  order  to  cut  ofF  all  hopes  at  once  from 
Lentulus  of  being  employed  in  this  conteftcd  commiffion, 

F  2  fairs 
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fairs  are  thus  embroiled,  every  thing  isj  un- 
doubtedly, to  be  feared  :  yet  my  -principal  ap- 
prehenfion,  I  confefs,  arifes  from  the  treachery 
of  your  falfe  friends.-;  But  however  that  may 
be,  I  am  earneftly  endeavouring  to  counter-a6t 
the  malevolent  defi-gns  of  Gato. 

Jis  to  .the  Alexandrian  commiflion,  both  your- 
felf  and  ypur  friends  will,  I  truft,  have  abun- 
dant reafdn  to  be  fatisfied  with  jny  conduct. 
But  at  the  fame  time  I  mufl  fay,  I  greatly  fear 
it  will  either  be  taken  oiat  of  your  hands,  or  en- 
tirely  dropped :  and  I  know  not  which  of  thefe 
altefnatiyes  I  fhould  leaft  choofe.  However  we 
hlive  4hother  expedierit  in  referve,  which  (fhoul4 
we  be  driven  to  it)  neither  Selicius  nor  my- 
felf  difapprove.  By  this  fcheme  we  fhall,  on 
the  one  hand,  prevent  the  fenate  from  refufing 
to  affifl  Ptolemy,  and,  on  the  other,  remove  all 
appearance  of  our  being  difappolnted,  if  that 
perfon  ■  fliould  be  employed,  who,  it  is  more 
than  probable,  will  now  obtain  fhis  commiflion. 
Tb  be  fliort,  I  fliall  t^ke  fuch  precautions,  thatj, 
ffi6uld  our  deligns  fail,  you  may  not  feern  to" 
hdVe  fuf&red  the'  difgi^ce '  of  a  repulfe :  yet  at 
the  iarrle  timt  1"  Ihall  remit  nothino;  of  my  befl 
efforts  to  ftippoft  your  claim,  fo  long  as  there 

•  If.    /i  .:''.  / 
propofed   a   ia-.v    to  the   people  for  recalling  him  froip.  his 

;•  li/'i 
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fli:ill  be  the  leaft  profped  of  fuccefs.  But  which  A.u.697. 
ever  way  this  point  may  finally  be  determined, 
it  will  be  agreeable  to  thofe  wife  and  elevated  fen- 
timents  you  poffcls.,  ta  cojiiider  the  true  glory 
of  your  chara6ler,  as  refulting  entirely  from  the 
dignity  of  your  a6tions  and  the  virtues  of  your 
heart.  And  fhould  the  p.erfidioufnefs  of  a  cer- 
tain party  deprive  you  of  fome  of  thofe  honours, 
which  fortune  has  conferred  upon  you  ;  be 
aluired,  it  will  cafl  a  much  darker  fhade  on 
their  charafters  than  on  yours.  In  the  mean 
while,  your  affairs  are  the  conftant  fubjecfl  of 
my  thoughts :  and  I  negle6k  no  opportunity  of 
a'fting  in  them  for  your  beft  advantage.  I 
concert  all  my  meafures  for  this  purpofe  with 
Seliciua :  as  indeed,  I  know  not  any  one  of  your 
friends  who  has  a  greater  fliare  of  good  fenfe, 
or  a  more  affedionate  zeal  for  vour  fervice. 
farewel. 


f  4  ^  E  T- 
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LETTER    XVIIL 

To  the  Same*. 

A.U.697.  X/OU  are  informed,  I  imagine,  by  many 
X  hands,  of  what  pafTes  here.  I  will  leave 
it  therefore  to  your  other  friends  to  fupply  you 
with  an  account  of  our  tranfaftions,  and  con- 
tent myfelf  with  only  fending  you  my  conjec- 
tures. To  this  end  I  mull  previoufly  acquaint 
you,  that  on  the  6th  of  February,  Pompey  made 
a  fpeech  in  a  general  aflembly  of  the  people  in 
favour  of  Milo  ;  during  which  he  was  infulted 
with  much  clamour  and  abufe.  Cato  afterwards 
inveighed  in  the  fenate  againft  Pompey  with 
great  acrimony,  and  was  heard  with  the  moft 
profound  filence  and  attention :  both  which 
circumftances  feem  to  have  affeded  him  very 
fenfibly.  Now  from  hence  I  furmize,  that  he 
has  entirely  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  being  em- 
ployed in  the  Alexandrine  expedition.  That 
affair  remains  as  yet  entirely  open  to  us :  for  the 
fenate  has  hitherto  determined  nothing  to  your 
prejudice,  but  what  they  are  obliged,  in  defe- 
rence to  the  oracle,  to  refufe  to  every  other  qan- 

=*  This  and  the  foregoing  letter  are  blended  together  in 
the  common  editions  :  but  they  are  here  feparated  upon 
the  authority  of  Manutius  and  Gronovius. 

didatc 
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didate  for  this  office.  It  is  my  prefent  hope  A.U.697. 
therefore,  as  well  as  endeavour,  that  the  king 
may  throw  himfelf  into  your  hands,  when  he 
{hall  find  that  he  cannot,  as  he  expedted,  be  re- 
ftored  by  Pompey ;  and  that  unlefs  he  is  replaced 
upon  his  throne  by  your  afliftance,  his  affair  will 
be  entirely  dropped.  And  this  flep  he  will  un- 
doubtedly take,  if  Pompey  Ihould  give  the  Icaft 
intimation  of  its  being  agreeable  to  him.  But 
I  nsed  not  tell  you  the  difficulty  of  difcovering 
the  fentiments  of  a  man  of  his  referve.  How- 
ever I  Ihall  omit  no  method  in  my  power  to  ef- 
fe6t  this  fcheme  j  as  I  fhall  eafily,  I  trull,  be  able 
to  prevent  the  injurious  defigns  of  Cato. 

I  do  not  find  that  any  of  the  confulars  are  in 
your  intereft,  except  Hortenfius  and  Lucullus : 
all  the  reft  of  that  rank  either  openly,  or  in  a 
more  concealed  manner,  oppofe  your  views. 
Neverthelefs,  my  friend,  be  not  difcouraged  : 
on  the  contrary,  let  it  be  ftill  your  hope,  not- 
withftanding  the  attempts  of  the  worthlefs  Cato, 
that  you  will  again  fhine  out  in  all  your  former 
luftrc'.     Farewel. 

•  See  remark  4.  p.  6g. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XIX, 

To  the  Same. 

{^'^•^y\  \70U  will  receive  a  full  accoiint  from  Polliok," 
A  of  all  that  has  been  tranfacSted  in  your  af- 
fair :  as  he  was  not  only  prefent,  but  a  principal 
manager.  Believe  me,  I  am  much  concerned  at 
the  unfavourable  afpeft  of  this  bufinefs.  How- 
ever it  affords  me  a  very  fenfible  confolation, 
that  there  is  ftrong  reafon  to  hope,  the  prudence 
of  your  friends  will  be  able  to  elude  the  force 
©f  thofe  iniquitous  fchemes,  which  have  been 
projedcd  to  your  prejudice.  Even  time  itfelf 
will  probably  contribute  to  this  end  :  as  it  often 
wears  out  the  malevolence  of  thofe  who  either 
profefTedly,  or  in  a  difguifed  manner,  mean  one 
ill.  I  am  yet  farther  confirmed  in  thefe  pleafing 
hopes,  whenever  I  reflect  upon  the  fadion 
that  was  formerly  ralfed  againft  myfelf:  of 
which  I  fee  a  very  lively  image  in  the  prefent 
oppofition  to  you.  In  the  latter  inftanc^  indeed 
the  attack  is  by  no  means  fo  extenfive  or  fo 
dangerous  as  that  which  was  made  upon  me ; 
neverthelefs  there  is  in  general  a  ftrong  fimili- 
tude  between  the  two  cafes :  and  you  mufl  par- 
don  me,  if  I    cannot  fear  upon  your  account 

what 
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what  you  never  thought  reafonable  to  be  ap-  A.u.697. 
prehenfive  of  on  mine.  But  whatever  may  be 
the  event,  convince  the  world  that  you  are  in- 
fluenced by  thofe  principles  for  which  I  have 
admired  you  from  your  earlicft  youth  :  and  be- 
lieve me,  my  friend,  the  malice  of  your  enemies 
will  only  ferve  to  render  your  chara6ter  fo  much 
the  more  illuftrious.  In  the  mean  time,  do  me 
the  julHce  to  hope  from  my  affeftion  whatever 
the  warmeil  friendHiip  can  effeil:  and  be  alTur 
red,  I  fhall  not  difappoint  your  expeftations, 
Farewel. 

LETTER      XX. 

To  Lucius   Lucceius',  ^ 

I  Have   frequently    had    it   in   my    intentions 
to  talk  with  you  upon   the  fubjeft  of  this 
letter;     but  a  certain    aukward    modefty,    has 

'  It  is  very  little  that  is  known  of  Luccelus,  more  than 
what  the  following  letter  informs  us.  Cicero  in  one  of  his 
orations  fpeaks.  of  his  moral  charafter  with  the  higheft 
applaufe,  reprefenting  him  as  a  man  of  the  greatelt  huma- 
nity and  of  the  moR  unblcmifncd  honour.  All  that  has 
been  tranfmitted  down  to  us  of  his  public  tranfaftions  is, 
that  he  was  joint  candidate  with  Ca.'far  in  folliciting  the 
conftjlfhip  in  oppofition  to  Bibulus  :  in  which  however  he 
did  not  fiicceed.  In  the  civil  war  which  afterwards  broke 
out;  he  took  part  with  Pompey  ;  if  not  actively,  at  leaft  by 
his  gopd  wilhes  and  advice  :  for  it  appears  by  a  paiTage 
in  Cael^ir's  comrnentjiries,  that  the  former  was  wholly  guid- 
ed by  his  counfcls.     It  is  unneceffary  to  mention  the  high 

always 
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A.U.697.  always  reftrained  me  from  propofing  in  perfon, 
what  I  can  with  lefs  fcruple  requeft  at  this  dif- 
tance :  for  a  letter,  you  know,  fpares  the  con- 
fufion  of  a  blufh.     I  will  own  then,  that  I  have 
a  very  ftrong,  and,  I    truft,  a  very  pardonable 
paflion,   of  being  celebrated  in  your  writings  : 
and    though  you  have   more  than   once   given 
me  afliirance  of  your  intending  me  that  honour; 
yet   I    hope    you    will    cxcufe    my   impatience 
of  feeing  your  defign  executed.     I  had  always> 
indeed,  conceived  an   high  expeftation  of  your 
performances   in   this  kind :   but  the  fpecimen 
I   have  lately  feen  of  them  is  fo   far  fuperior  to 
all    I   had    figured    in    my    imagination,    that 
it  has  fired  me  with  the  moft  ardent  defire  of 
being  immediately  diflinguifhed  in  your  glorious 
annals.     It  is  my  ambition,  I  confefs,  not  only 
to  live  for  ever  in  the  praifes  of  future  ages,  but 
to  have  the  prefent  fatisfaftion,  likewife,  of  fee- 
ing myfelf  (land  approved   in  the  authoritative 
records  of  my  ingenious  friend.     I  am  fenfible . 
at  the  fame  time,  that  your  thoughts  are  already 
deeply  engaged  in   the  profecution  of  your  ori- 
ginal defign.     But  as  I  perceive  you  have  almoft 
completed  your  account  of  the  Italic  and  Ma- 
reputation  he  had  gained  by  his  literary  abilities,  as  this 
part  of  his   charadler  will  be   fufhciently  laid  open  to  the 
reader,  in  the  prefent  letter.     Orat.  pro  Calio.  Suet,  in  Caf. 
19.   Crf,  de  bell.  ci'v.  iii. 

»  rian 
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rian  civil  wars*,  and  remember  you  propofed  A.u.697, 
to  carry  on  the  remainder  of  our  hiilory  in  a 
regular  feries  ;  I  cannot  forbear  recommending 
it  to  your  confideration,  whether  it  would  be 
beft  to  weave  the  relation  of  Catiline's  confpi- 
racy  into  the  general  texture  of  your  perform- 
ance, or  call  it  into  a  diftincl  work.  It  is 
certain,  feveral  of  the  Greek  hiftorians  will 
juftify  you  in  this  latter  method.  Thus  Calift- 
henes  wrote  a  narrative  of  the  fiege  of  Troy, 
as  both  Tima^us  and  Polybius  did  of  the 
Pyrrhic  and  Numantine  wars,  in  lb  many  de- 
tached pieces  from  their  larger  hiftories  ".  As 
to  the  honour  that  will  arife  to  me,  it  will  be 

*  The  Italic  war  which  broke  out  an.  Urb.  663,  owed  its 
rife  to  a  rejedled  claim  of  the  Italian  provinces  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  freedom  of  the  city.  It  employed  the  arms 
of  the  republic  for  more  than  two  years,  and  occafioned 
greater  bloodfhed  and  devaftation  than  thofe  wars  in  which 
fhe  had  been  engaged  with  Hannibal  and  Pyrrhus.  To- 
wards the  clofe  of  it,  Cicero,  who  was  at  that  time  about 
18  years  of  age,  ferved  as  a  volunteer  under  the  father  of 
Pompey  the  great.  F/or.  iii.  18.  Philip,  xu.  The  Marian 
civil  war  immediately  fucceeded  the  Italic,  and  was  occa- 
fioned by  the  infatiable  ambition  of  Marius.  This  haughty 
Roman  envying  Sylla  the  honour  of  leading  the  army  of 
the  republic  againft  Mithridates,  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  fenate,  procured  a  law  for  diveiting  him 
of  that  command  and  transferring  it  into  his  own  hands. 
This  war  was  carried  on  between  the  two  contending  chiefs 
and  their  adherents,  with  various  fuccefs  and  the  moft  un- 
paralleled cruelty  on  both  fides,  till  it  terminated  in  the  per- 
petual diftatorfhip  of  Sylla.  Flor.  iii.  21.  Plut.  in  vit. 
Mar.  y  Syll. 

3  Calillhenes  lived  in  the  times  of  Alexander  the  great, 
and  attended  that  illuftrious  commander  in  his  expedition 

much 
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A.u.  697.  much  the  fame,  I  mud  own,  upon  which  ever 
fcheme  you  may  determine  to  proceed  :  but  I 
iliall  receive  fo  much  the  earlier  gratification  of* 
my  wifhes,  if,  inflead  of  waiting  till  you  regu- 
larly advance  to  that  period  of  our  annals,  you 
fhould  enter  upon  it  by  this  method  of  anticipa- 
tion. Befides,  by  keeping  your  mind  attentive 
to  one  principal  fcene  and  character,  you  will 
treat  your  fubjed,  I  am  perfuaded,  fo  much  the 
more  in  detail,  as  well  as  embellifh  it  with  higher 
graces.  I  muft  acknowledge  it  is  not  extremely 
modeft,  thus  to  impofe  a  taflc  upon  you  which 
your  occupations  may  well  juftify  you  in  refu- 
fing;  and  then  add  a  farther  requeft,  that  you 
would  honour  my  adions  with  your  applaufe : 
an  honour,  after  all,  which  you  may  not  think, 
perhaps,  they  greatly  deferve.     However,  when 

into  Perfia.  Timaeus  was  by  birth  a  Sicilian,  and  floarifhed 
about  the  year  of  Rome  471  :  he  appears,  by  the  character 
which  Cicero  gives  of  him  in  another  part  of  his  writings, 
to  have  been  a  very  learned  and  elegant  hiftorian  :  and 
he  was  an  author  in  great  efteem  with  Atticus,  Plutarch 
however  fpeaks  of  him  with  much  contempt,  for  having 
aifedled  to  rival  Thucydides  :  and  he  is  noted  by  Longinus 
as  a  writer  that  abounded  with  cold  and  puerile  conceits. 
He  acknowledges  neverthelefs  that  Timasus  had  a  flowing 
imagination,  and  upon  fome  occalions  rofe  up  to  the  true 
fublime.  Polybius,  who  died  about  17  years  before  Cicero 
came  into  the  world,  wrote  a  general  hiflory  in  forty  books ;' 
only  five  of  which  have  reached  thefe  times.  But  he  is  not 
more  diftinguifhed  by  his  compofitions,  than  by  the  friend- 
Ihip  he  enjoyed  with  Scipio  and  Lxlius.  De  Orat.  ii.  5.  &. 
Ad  Alt.  vi.  I .  Plut.  in  'V14.  Nuia.  Longin.  Seii,  4.  Fpjf.  de 
Uiji,  Crtvc.  i.  9.  13.  J  9. 

io  a  man 
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a  man  has  once  tranfgreffed  the  bounds  of  de-  A.u.697, 
cency,  it  is  in  vain  to  recede  j  and  his  wileft 
way  is  to  puHi  on  boldly  -in  the  fame  confident 
coiirfe,  to  the  end  of  his  purpofe.  I  will  venture 
then,  earneftly  to  intreat  you,  not  to  confine 
yourfelf  to  the  ftrid  laws  of  hifcory,  but  to  give 
a  greater  latitude  to  your  encomiums,  than, 
polTibly,  you  may  think  my  adiions  can  claim. 
I  remember,  indeed,  you  declare  in  one  of  your 
very  elegant  prefaces,  that  you  are  as  inflexible 
to  all  the  pleas  of  affecStion,  as  Xenophon  repre- 
fents  Hercules  to  have  been  to  thofe  of  plea- 
fure  ^  Let«.  me  hope,  neverthelefs,  if  friend- 
fiiip  fhould  too  ftrongly  recommend  my  a<5lions 
to  your  approbation,  you  .will  not  reject  her 
generous  partiality  i  but  give  fomewhat  more  to 
affedlioii,  than  rigorous  truth,  perhaps,  can  juftly 
demand. 

4  The  ftory  to  which  Cicero  here  alludes,  is  this  :  Her- 
cules when  he  was  yet  a  youth,  as  Prodicus  relates  the 
fable,  retired  into  a  place  of  undillurbed  folitude  in  order 
ta  determine  with  himfelf  what  courfe  of  life  he  Ihould 
purfue.  Whilit  he  was  in  the  midft  of  his  contemplations, 
Pleafure  and  Virtue  appeared  to  him  under  the  figures  of 
two  beautiful  women  :  and  each  accofted  him  in  her  turn. 
He  heard  their  relpeftive  pleas  with  great  attention :  but 
Virtue  gained  her  caufe  and  entirely  won  the  heart  of  the 
future  hero.  If  the  Englilh "reader  is  difpofed  to  know  this 
Ilory  in  ail  its  circumllances,  he  will  find  it  wrought  up 
into  a  very  beautiful  poem  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lowth  and  in- 
ierted  in  Polymetis,  p.  135. 

If 
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A.U.697.  If  I  fiiould  prevail  upon  you  to  fall  in  with 
*my  propofal,  you  will  find  the  fubjefl,  I  per- 
fuade  mylelf,  not  unworthy  of  your  genius  and 
your  eloquence.  The  entire  period  from  the 
rife  of  Catiline's  confpiracy  to  my  return  from 
banifhment,  will  furnilh,  I  fhould  imagine,  a 
moderate  volume.  It  will  fupply  you  likewife 
with  a  noble  occafion  of  difplaying  your  judg- 
ment in  politics,  by  laying  open  the  fource  of 
thofe  civil  diforders,  and  pointing  out  their  pro- 
per remedies,  as  well  as  by  giving  your  reafons 
for  approving  or  condemning  the  feveral  tranf- 
actions  which  you  relate.  And  fhould  you  be 
diipofed  to  indulge  your  ufual  fpirit  of  freedom, 
you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  at 
the  fame  time,  with  all  the  feverity  of  your  in- 
dignation, the  treachery  and  perfidioufnefs  of 
thofe  who  laid  their  ungenerous  fnares  for  my 
dcflrucftion.  I  will  add  too,  that  this  period  of 
my  life  will  furnilli  you  with  numberlefs  inci- 
dents, which  cannot  but  draw  the  reader's  at- 
tention in  a  very  agreeable  manner :  as  nothing 
is  more  amufing  to  the  mind  than  to  contem- 
plate the  various  vicifTitudes  of  fortune.  And 
though  they  were  far,  'tis  true,  from  being  ac- 
ceptable in  experience,  they  cannot  fail  of  giv- 
ing me  much  entertainment  in  defcription  :  as 
there  is  an  inexpreflible  fatisfaftion  in  refle6l- 
■  S  ing 
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ing  at  one's  eafe,  on  diftreffes  we  have  formsrly  A.u.697. 
fuffered.     There  is  fomething  likewife  in  that 
compaffion  which   arifes   from   reading   an    ac- 
count of  the  misfortunes  which  have  attended 
others,  that  cafts   a  moft  agreeable  melancholy 
upon  the  mind.     Who  can  perufe  the  relation 
of  the   laft   moments   of   Epaminondas   at  the 
battle   of  Mantinea,    without    finding   himfelf 
touched  with   a  pleafmg  commiferation  ?  That 
glorious  chief,  you   may  remember,  would  not 
fufFer  the  dart  to  be  drawn  out  of  his  fide,  til) 
he  was   informed   that  his  fhield  was  fafe  from 
the  hands  of  his  enemies  :  and  all  his  concern 
amidft  the  anguifh  of   his  wound  was,   to  die 
with  glory  '.     What  can    be  more  interefting 
alfo  than  the  account  of  the  flight  and  death  of 
Themiftocles  *  !  The  truth  of  it  is,  a  mere  nar- 

»  Epaminondas  headed  the  forces  of  the  Thebans,  in  a 
bnttle  which  they  fought  with  the  Lacedaemonians  at  Man- 
tinea,  a  town  in  Arcadia.  The  Thebans  gained  the  vic- 
tory, but  loft  their  invaluable  commander  :  whofe  deach 
was  attended  with  the  circumftances  which  Cicero  here 
mentions.     Jujiin.  vi.  7,   8. 

^  Theroiftocles  after  having  diftinguifhed  himfelf  among 
his  countrymen  the  Athenians  by  his  military  virtues, 
particularly  in  the  wars  in  which  they  were  engaged  with 
Xerxes,  had  rendered  himfelf  fo  popular,  that  it  was 
thought  necefTary  to  remove  him  :  and  accordingly  he 
was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  Athens.  As  the  hiilorians 
mention  nothing  of  his  return,  Manutius  prcpofcs  an. 
emendation  fuggefted  to  him  by  one  of  his  friends,  who 
imagined  that  inftead  of  reditu  it  Ihould  be  read  interitiu 

Vol.  I,  G  rative 
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'A.U.697.  rative  of  general  fafts,  affords  little  more  en- 
tertainment to  the  reader,  than  he  might  find  in 
pcrufing  one  of  our  public  regifters  ^  Whereas 
in  the  hiftory  of  any  extraordinary  perfon, 
our  fear,  and  hope,  our  joy  and  forrow,  our 
aftonifliment  and  expeftation,  are  each  of  them 
engaged  by  turns.  And  if  the  final  refult  of 
all  Ihould  be  concluded  with  fome  remarkable 
cataftrophy,  the  mind  of  the  reader  is  filled 
with  the  highefl  poiTible  gratification.  For 
thefe  reafons  I  am  the  more  defirous  of  per- 
fuading  you  to  feparate  my  llrory  from  the  ge- 
neral thread  of  your  narration,  and  work  it  up 
into  a  detached  perfoniiance :  as  indeed  it  will 
exhibit  a  great  variety  of  the  moft  mtcrcR'mg 
and  affefling  fcenes. 

This  would  agree  very  well  with  the  account  which  is 
given  of  his  death:  for  having  been  received  in  his  exile 
by  Artaxerxes,  he  was  appointed  to  oomnaand  a  body  of 
forces  in  an  expedition  which  that  prince  was  preparing' 
againft  the  Grecians.  But  Themiftocles  rather  than  turn, 
his  arms  againft  his  coantry,  chofe  to  put  an  end  £0  his 
life  by  a  draught  of  poifon.     Plut.  in  'v/i/z  ^hemJI. 

*  Thefe  originally  were  books  prefcrved  in  the  pontifical 
college,  wherein  the  feveral  divifions  of  the  Roman  year 
were  marked  out  as  they  were  regulated  by  Numa,  and  the 
particular  feUivals  noted  upon  which  it  was  unlawful  to 
tranfad;  any  public  affairs.  Thefe  regifters  in  the  later 
ages  of  the  republic  were  much  enlarged,  and  contained  a 
fort  of  journal  of  the  moil  memorable  ei^nts  both  civil  and 
religious  that  happened  in  every  year.  Liv.  i.  19,  20.  Dif- 
fert.  fur  les  faftes  par  Coulure  dans  hi  Man,  de  lit,  de  VAcadem. 
4c  bsL  let.  i.  67. 

When 
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When  I  tell  you  it  is  my  ambition  to  be  ccle-  A.u.  697. 
brated  by  your  pen,  I  am  by  no  means  appre- 
henfive  you  will  fufpcft  m.e  of  flattery.  The 
confcioufnefs  of  your  merit  muit  always  incline 
you  to  believe,  it  is  envy  alone  that  can  be  filent 
in  your  praife  :  as  on  the  ather  fide,  you  cannot 
imagine  me  fo  weak  as  to  defire  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  pofterityby  any  hand,  which  could  not  fe- 
cure  to  itfelf  the  fame  glory  it  bellowed.  When 
Alexander  chdfe  to  have  his  pifture  drawn  by 
Apelles  \  and  his  fcatue  formed  by  Lyf  ppus  % 
)t  was  not  in  order  to  ino;ratiate  himfelf  v/ith 
thofe  diftingiiiflied  artifts  :  it  was  f^-om  a  firm 
perfuafion^  that  the  works  of  thefe  admired 
geniufes  would  do  equal  credit  both  to  his  re- 
putation and  their  ov/n.  The  utm.oft  hov/cver, 
that  their  art  could  perform,  v/as  to  perpetuate 
the  peribns  only  of  their  celebrated  contempo- 
raries :  but  m.crit  needs  not  any  fuch  viilble 
exhibitions  to  immortalize  its  fame.  Accor4- 
ingly  the  Spartan  Agefilaus,  v/ho  would  never 
fufFer  any  pidure  or  flatue  of  liim  to  be  taken ', 

'  See  an  account  of  this  celebrated  Grecian  painter,  in 
remark  29.  p.  180.  of  this  vol. 

®  A  famous  ftatuary  :  of  whom  Demetrius,  as  cited  by 
Quintilian,  remarks,  that  he  was  more  celebrated  for  tak- 
ing a  flrong  than  an  agreeable  likenefs.  ii^ttint.  Infi,  Orat. 
xii.  10. 

9  Agefilaus  king  of  Sparta,  was  one  of  the  moil  confi- 
derable  perfons  of  his  age  both  for  civil  and  military  vir- 
tues;  infomuch  that  he  juftly  acquired  the  sppcllacicn  of 

G  2  is 
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A.u.  697.  is  not  lefs  univerfally  known,  than  thofe  who 
have  been  moft  fond  of  having  their  perfons  co- 
pied out  for  pofterity.  The  fingle  treatife  v/hich 
Xenophon  has  written  in  praife  of  that  renowned 
general,  is  more  to  his  glory,  than  all  the 
pictures  and  ftatues  of  all  the  artifts  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  It  v/ould  be  a  much  higher  fatisfadion 
to  me  therefore,  as  it  would  be  a  far  greater 
honour,  to  be  recorded  by  your  hand  than  that 
of  any  other  -,  not  only  becaufe  your  genius 
would  raife  and  adorn  my  aftions  with  the  fame 
advantage  as  Timaeus  '  has  difplayed  thofe  of 
Timoleon  "",  or  Herodotus  '   thofe   of  Themif- 

Agefilaus  the  great.  But  tho'  nature  had  been  uncommon- 
ly liberal  to  him  in  the  nobler  endowments  of  the  mind, 
fhe  had  treated  him  very  unfavourably  in  thofe  of  the  body. 
He  was  remarkably  low  of  ftature  ;  had  one  leg  fhorter 
than  the  other  ;  and  fo  very  defpicable  a  countenance, 
that  he  never  failed  of  raifing  contempt  in  thofe  who  were 
unacquainted  with  his  moral  and  intelleftual  excellencies. 
It  is  no  wonder  therefore  that  he  was  unwilling  to  be  de- 
livered down  to  pofterity,  under  the  difadvantages  of  fo 
unpromifing  a  figure.  Plut.  in  'vit.  Ageftl.  Corn.  Nep.  in 
<vita  Agefil.  8. 

'   The  works  of  Timseus  are  loft. 

*  Timoleon  is  one  of  the  nobleft  characters  In  all  anti- 
quity, and  diftinguiflied  not  only  by  his  private  virtues, 
but  by  approving  himfelf  upon  every  occafion  the  great 
affertor  of  public  liberty.  He  was  employed  by  the  Corin- 
thians as  general  of  thofe  forces  which  they  fent  to  the 
relief  of  the  Syracufans,  againlt  the  execrable  tyranny  of 
Dionyfius.  He  executed  this  commifiion  with  great  honour 
and  fuccefs  :  for  having  driven  Dionyfius  out  of  Sicily,  and 
reliored  the  inhabitants  to  their  rights  and  privileges,  he 
refigned  the  fupreme  command.  He  continued  however  to 
live   among  the  Syracufans   as   a  private  man,    enjoying, 

tocles  i 
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tocles^i  but,  becaufe  of  the  additional  credit  I  A. u.  697. 
iliall  receive  from  the  applaiife  of  fo  illuftrioiis, 
fo  experienced,  and  fo  approved  a  patriot.  By 
this  means  I  lliall  enjoy,  not  only  the  fame  glo- 
rious privilege  which,  as  Alexander  obferved 
when  he  was  at  Sigeum,  Achilles  received 
from  Homer  ^ ;  but  what  is  Hill  more  impor- 
tant, the  powerful  teftimony  of  a  man  who  is 
himfelf  diftinguifhed  by  the  noblell  and  moll 
uncommon  virtues.  Accordingly,  I  have  been 
always  wonderfully  pleafed  with  the  fentiment 
which  Nsevius  ^  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Heftor, 

as  Plutarch  obferves,  the  glorious  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  fo 
many  cities  owe  their  cafe  and  happinefs  to  his  generous 
and  heroic  labours.     Plut.  in  ijit.  Tir/iol. 

3  Herodotus  flourifhed  about  440  years  before  the  birth 
of  Chrill,  under  the  reigns  of  Xerxes  and  Artaxerxesj  kin^s 
of  Perfia. 

*  See  above,  remark  6.  p.  Si. 

*  Alexander  being  elefted  commander  in  chief  of  the 
confederate  troops  which  the  Grecians  fent  againll  Xerxes, 
crofTed  the  Hellefpont  with  his  army  and  landed  at  Sigeum. 
a  promontory  near  Troy,  where  he  vifited  the  tomb  of 
Achilles.  Upon  this  occafion  he  is  faid  to  have  broken  out 
into  the  following  exclamation  :  "  O  happy  youth  !  in 
"  having  found  an  Homer  to  celebrate  thy  virtues  \"  Plut. 
in  'uit.  Alex.    Cic.  pro  Arch.  poet. 

<5  A  dramatic  poet  who  died  at  Rome  an.  Urb.  i^:;o, 
about  203  years  before  the  chriftian  aira  :  fome  fragment') 
of  his  works  ftill  remain.  The  fentiment  here  quoted  from 
him,  is  truly  noble  ;  as  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  more 
certain  indication  of  a  low  and  little  mind,  than  to  be  ele- 
vated by  undiftinguifhing  applaufe,  or  deprefied  by  vulgar 
cenfure.  Trophies  of  honour,  or  monuments  of  difgrace, 
are  not  the  works  of  every  hand.  Some  men'^are  incapable 
of  blading  a  reputation,  but  by  approving  it :  and  arc  never 
fatyrill?,  but  when  they  mean  to  be  panegyrills. 

G  3  wheic 
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A.U.697.  where  that  hero,  fpeaking  of  the  approbation  he 
had  received  from  his   illuftrious  father,  adds, 
that  it  gave  him  fo  much  the  more  fatisfadlion, 
as  coming  from  one  who  was  himfelf  the  great 
objecl;  of  univerfal  applaufe.     But  fhould  want 
of  leifurcj  (for  it  would  be   an  injullice  to  our 
friendfnip  to  fuppofe  it  can  be  want  of"  inclina- 
tion,)   Hiould   your     occupations    then   prevent 
your  compliance  with  this  my  requeft ;  I  may 
perhaps   he  obliged  to  take  a  method,  which, 
tho'  often    condemned,  is   fupported   neverthe- 
lefs,  by  feveral  confiderable  examples :  I  mean, 
to   be    the    hiftorian    of  my   own    tranfadlions. 
But  yQu  are  fenfible,  there  are  two  inconveni- 
ences which  attend  this  fcheme  :  for  a  man  mufl 
necelTarily  be  more  referved  in  fetting  forth  thofe 
parts  cf  his   condu6l  which  merit  approbation; 
as  he  will  be  inclined  entirely  to  pafs  over  others 
which  may  deferve  reproach.     I  muft  add  like- 
wife,  that  what  a  writer  fays  to  his  own  advan- 
tage, always  carries  with  it  a  lefs  degree  of  force 
and    authority,   than    when  it   com.es   from  any 
other  pen.     In  a  word,  the  world  in  general  is 
little   difpofed  to  approve  any  attempt  of  this 
kind.   On  the  contrary,  one  often  hears  the  more 
modcft    method   of  the   poets    at   the  olympic 
games,  recommended  upon  fuch  occafions,  who, 
after  they  have  crowned  the  feveral  viftors,  and 

publicly 
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publicly  called  over  their  names,  always  employ  A. u.  697. 
Ibme  other  perfon  to  perform  the  fame  office  to 
themfelves,  that  they  may  not  be  the  heralds  of 
their  own  applaufe.  This  imputation  therefore 
I  would  willingly  avoid :  as  I  certainly  fhall,  if 
you  fhould  comply  with  my  requefb,  and  take 
this  employment  out  of  my  hands. 

You  will  be  furprifed,  perhaps,  that  I  fpend 
fo  much  time  and  pains  in  folliciting  you  for 
this   purpofe,  after  having  fo  often  heard  you 
declare  your  intentions  of  giving  the  v/orld  a 
very     accurate    hiftory    of    my   adminiilration. 
But  you    mufb  remember  the   natural   warmth 
of  my  temper,  and  that  T  am  fired,  as  I  told 
you  in  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  with  an  im- 
patient defire  of  feeing  this  your  defign  carried 
into  execution.     To  own  the  whole  truth,  I  am 
ambitious  of  being  known  to  the  prefent  gene- 
ration  by  your  writings,  and    to   enjoy  in  my 
life-time  a  fore-tafte  of  that  little  fhare  of  glory 
which  I  may  expert  from  future  ages.     If  it  be 
not  too  much  trouble   therefore,    I    fhould   be 
glad  you  would  immediately  let  me  know  your 
refolution.     And  fliould   it  prove  agreeable  to 
my  requell,  I  will  draw  up  fome  general  me- 
moirs of  my  tranfaclions  for  your  ufe  :  if  other- 
wife,  I  will  take  an  opportunity  of  difcourfing 
farther  with  you  upon  this  affair  in  perfon.     In 

G  4.  the 
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A.u.  697.  the  mean  time,  continue  to  polifli  the  work 
you  have  begun,  and  to  love  me  as  ufual  \ 
Farewel. 

"^  Pliny  has  made  a  requefl:  to  Tacitus,  of  the  fame 
nature  with  that  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  letter  before 
us  ;  and  though  it  is  by  no  means  enlivened  with  fo  much 
fpirit,  it  is  diftated,  however,  by  a  far  lefs  extravagant 
palfion.  He  confefles  himfelf  fond  indeed  of  being  tranf. 
mitted  to  pofterity,  by  the  pencil  of  that  celebrated  hif- 
torian  :  but  adds  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  is  far  from 
defiring  him  to  paint  his  aftlons  in  colours  more  ftrong  than 
fadl  will  juilify.  See  P/Zw.  let.  'vol.  ii.  /.  432.  rem.  c.  This 
exprefs  reftriftion  feems  to  glance  at  that  moil  extraordinary 
paffage  in  the  prefent  epillle,  where  Cicero  intreyts  his 
friend  "  not  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  ^x'ld:  laws  of  hillory, 
but  to  give  a  greater  latitude  to  his  encomiums  than  Luc- 
ceius  might  pofTibly  think  his  aftions  could  claim."  And 
never  did  vanity,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  utter  or  con- 
ceive a  more  ridiculous  and  contemptible  wifh  !  The  voice 
of  praife  can  alone  be  jullly  pleafmg,  when  it  harmonizes 
with  confcious  merit :  and  the  applaufe  that  does  not  accord 
with  truth,  muft  of  all  diironancies,  furely,  prove  the  moft 
cffenfive  to  a  v;ell-formed  ear.  But  it  is  extremely  obferv- 
able  how  much  Cicero's  judgment  was  at  variance  with  his 
practice :  for  he  has  himfelf  fhewn  in  very  ilrong  terms 
the  abfurdity  of  claiming  more  reputation  than  a  man  has 
merit  to  fupport.  It  is  folid  worth  alone,  he  julUy  remarks, 
that  can  fecure  a  lafling  fame  :  for  nothing  can  be  durable 
that  is  fiftitious.  The  former,  fays  he,  ftrikes  its  root  deep, 
and  fpreads  far  :  while  the  latter  foon  withers  and  dies 
away  like  the  beauties  of  a  tranhent  flower.  Fera  gloria 
radices  agit,  et  propagatur  :  fi£la  omnia  celeriter,  tanquo.771  fiof- 
culi,  decidant ;  ttsc  jimulatrnji  potfj?  ejfe  quidquam  diutuvnxim, 
De  olHc.  ii.  12. 
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LETTER      XXI. 

QuiNTus  Metellus  Nepos  %  to  Cicero. 

THOSE  calumnies  with  which  that  mofl  A.u. 697. 
virulent,  furely,  of  the  human  race  ^ 
is  perpetually  loading  me  in  his  public  ha- 
rangues, are  well  compenfated  by  the  fatif- 
faclion  I  receive  from  your  obliging  offices. 
When  I  confider  indeed  the  worthlefs  hand 
from  whence  thefe  arrows  take  their  flight,  I 
look  upon  them  with  the  contempt  they  deferve; 
and  am  very  willing  he  iliould  ceafe   to  aft  as 

^  It  is  impoflible  to  determine  exaftly  when  this  letter 
was  written,  as  it  carries  no  internal  marks  fufficient  to 
point  out  its  date  with  precifion.  Ragazonius,  who  has 
taken  the  pains  to  fettle  the  order  of  thefe  epillies,  places 
it  under  the  prefent  year,  and  fuppofes  it  to  have  been 
written  by  Metellus  when  he  was  governor  in  Spain  :  to 
which  province  he  went  as  proconful  after  the  expiration  of 
his  confulfhip. 

9  The  conmentators  fuppofe  that  the  perfon  here  alluded 
to,  is  Clodius,  who  was  now  JEdWe,  and  employing  the 
power  which  that  oflice  gave  him,  to  the  fame  faftivOJS 
purpofes  as  he  had  exercifed  his  late  tribunefhip.  But  this 
conjedlure  appears  altogether  groundlefs.  For  Cicero  tak- 
ing notice  to  Atticus  of  the  death  of  Metellus,  which  feems 
to  have  happened  foon  after  this  letter  was  written,  tells 
him  it  was  probable  that  he  had  appointed  Clodius  his  heir  : 
a  circumftance  utterly  inconfillent  with  the  fuppofition  above 
mentioned.  The  fame  letter  may  be  produced  as  an  evi- 
dence likewife,  that  whatever  were  the  good  offices  which 
Metellus  here  acknowledges,  they  did  not  proceed  from  the 
fuggeftions  of  Cicero's  heart :  for  he  fpeaks  of  him  to  Atti- 
cus as  of  one  whofe  charadler  and  condud  he  greatly  difap- 
proved.     Ad  An.  iv.  7. 

7  a  rela- 
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A.U.697.  ^  relation,  lince  I  have  the  pleafure  to  fee  you 
alTume  that  charader  in  his  Head.  To  fay  the 
truth,  notwithftanding  I  had  formerly  fo  much 
regard  for  him,  as  to  have  twice  preferved  him 
even  in  fpite  of  hhnfelf,  I  iliould  now  be  glad 
to  forget  there  is  fuch  a  perfon  in  the  world. 

That  I  might  not  trouble  you  too  frequently 
with  my  letters,  I  have  written  to  LoUius  con- 
cerning my  affairs  :  v/ho  will  let  you  kuov*^  what 
meafures  I  am  defirous  may  be  taken  in  regard 
to  the  accounts  of  this  province  ''. — If  it  be 
pofTible,  let  me  ftill  enjoy  a  place  in  your  affec- 
tion.,    Farewel. 


Spain, 


LET- 
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O    F 

Marcus  Tullius  Cicero 

T     O 

Several  of  his  Friends. 

B  O  O  K      II. 

LETTER      I. 

To  QuiNTus  Ancharius  *j  Proconful. 

I  Recommend   the  two  fons  of  my  very  ex-  a.u.  69s. 
cellent  friend    Aureliiis,    as   well    deferring  '•"^^'""^ 
your  efteem.     They  are   adorned,  indeed,  with 
every    polite     and    valuable    qualification :    as 

4  Quintus  Ancharius  was  tribune  An.  Urb.  694:  when 
he  diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  his  refolute  oppofition  to  the 
fadiious  meafures  of  his  collegue  Vatinius.  In  the  year 
6^-/  he  was  chofen  pra;tor ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 

they 
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A.u.  693.  they  are  in  the  number  likewife  of  thofe  with 
'  whom  I  moll  intimately  converfe.  If  ever  then 
my  recommendation  had  any  weight  with  you, 
(and  much,  I  am  fenfible,  it  ever  had)  let  it 
prevail,  I  conjure  you,  in  the  prefent  inftance. 
And  be  afTured,  the  honours  with  which  you 
fhall  diftinguilh  thefe  my  friends,  will  not  only 
indiiTolubly  unite  to  you  two  excellent  and 
grateful  young  men,  but  at  the  fame  time 
confer  a  very  fingular  obligation  upon  myfelf, 
Farewel. 

LETTER      II. 

To  PuBLius  Lentulus,    Proconful. 

IHave  received  your  letter,  wherein  you  alfurc 
me,  that  the  frequent  accounts  I  fend  you 
of  your  affairs,  together  with  the  convincing 
proofs  I  have  given  you  of  my  friendfliip,  are 
circumftances  extremely  agreeable  to  you.  I 
fhould  ill  dcferve,  indeed,  thofe  fingular  favours 
you  have  conferred  upon  me,  if  I  were  capable 
of  refufing  you  my  beft  fervices :  and  nothing 
is  more  pleafing  to  me,  in  this  long  and  very 
diflant  feparation,   than  thus  to  converfe  with 

office,  he  Succeeded  Pifo  in  the  government  of  Macedonia : 
in  which  province  this  letter  is  addrefl'ed  to  him.  Or  at.  pr» 
Sext.  53.  in  Pif'.n.  36.  Rcjs  remark  *n  the  epij}.  cfCic. 

you 
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you  as  often  as  pofTible.  If  you  do  not  hear  A.u.69?. 
from  me  as  frequently  as  you  wifh ;  it  is  folely 
becaufe  I  dare  not  truft  my  letters  to  every 
conveyance.  But  whenever  I  fhall  be  able  to 
put  them  into  hands,  upon  which  I  may  fafely 
rely  3  be  aflured  I  fhall  not  fufFer  the  opportu- 
nity to  flip  by  me. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  give  a  fatisfaflory  anfwer  to 
your  enquiry    concering  the    fincerity   of  your 
profefTed  friends,  and  the  difpofition  of  others 
in  general  towards  you.      This  only  I  will  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  a  certain  party,  and   particu- 
larly thofe  who  have  the  ftrongefl  obligations, 
as  well  as  the  greatefl  abilities    to  dillinguifli 
themfelves  in  your  fervice,  look  upon  you  with 
envy :    That  (agreeably  to  what  I  have  myfelf 
experienced  upon    a   ditFerent   occafion)     thofe 
whom,   in  juftice    to  your   country,  you    have 
necefTarily  offended,  are  your  avowed  oppofers  ; 
as  others,  v/hofe  interefts  and  honours  you  have 
generouOy  fupported,  are  much  lefs  inclined  to 
remember    your  favours   than  to    oppofe   your 
slorv.     Thefe  are  circumftances,  indeed,  v/hich 
I  long  fufpe6ted  and  have  often  intimated  to  you  : 
but  of  which  I   am  now  moft  thoroughly  con- 
vinced.     I   obferved   upon    the   fame  occafion 
(and  I  believe  I  told  you  fo  in  a  former  letter,) 
both  Hortenfius  and  Lucullus  to   be  extremely 

in 
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A.U.698.  in  your  interells :  as  among  thofe  who  were  in 
the  magifti-acy,  Lucius  Racilius   appeared  very 
fincerely  and  afFedionately  to  efpoufeyour  caufe. 
But,  excepting  the  two  former,  I  cannot  name 
any  of  the  confulars,  who   difcovered  the   lead 
degree    of  friendfhip  towards  you,    when  your 
affair  was   before  the  fenate.     As   for  my  own. 
endeavours  j  they  might  perhaps   be  generally 
confidered  as  flowing  rather  from  thofe  fingular 
favours   I  have   received    at  your   hands,   than 
from  the  uninfluenced  dictates  of  my  real  fenti- 
ments.      With  regard  to  Pompey,    he  feldom 
attended  the  houfe  at  that  feafon :  but  I  mull  do 
him  the  juftice  to  fay,  he  often  takes  an  oppor- 
tunity, without  my  previoufly  leading  him  into 
the  fubjefl,  of  difcourfmg  with  me  concerning 
your  affair  -,  as  well  as  very  willingly  enters  into 
the  converfation,    whenever   I   flart  it   myfeif. 
Your   laft  letter,  I    perceived,   was    extremely 
agreeable  to  him  :  and  I  could  not  but  obferve 
with  equal  admiration  and  pleafure,  the  polite 
and   mofl:  judicious  manner   in   which  you  ad- 
dreifed  him.     Before  he  received  this  letter,  he 
feemed  a  little  inclined  to  fufpecl,  that  the  no- 
tion which  fome  had  entertained  of  his  incli- 
nation to  be  your  com.petitor,  had  alienated  yoif 
from   him.      But  you   have   now  wholly  fixed' 
that   excellent  man  in  your  interelt :    who   iti 

truthj;' 
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truth,  had  all  the  antecedent  reafons  for  being  A.U.  698. 
fo,  that  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  the  highell 
Cervices  could  pofiibly  give  him  '.  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  he  always  appeared  to  me,  even  when  the 
conduct  of  Caninius  had  raifed  the  ftrongeil 
fiifpicions  of  the  contrary'^',  to  favour  your 
views ;  But  I  can  now  aflure  you,  that  I 
found  him,  after  he  had  perufed  your  letter, 
entirely  difpofed  to  promote  whatever  may  con- 
tribute either  to  your  interell,  or  your  honours. 
You  may  confider  then  what  I  am  going  to 
offer,  as  his  immediate  fentiments  and  advice: 
as  indeed  it  is  the  refult  of  frequent  confulta- 

'  See  remark  6.  p.  !;6. 

<5  It  was  an  ufual  artifice  with  Pompey  to  employ  hia 
friends  in  folliciting  thofe  honours  in  his  behalf,  to  which 
he  affefled  to  appear  himfelf  perfeAJy  indifferent,  or  even 
averfe.  This  was  his  policy  in  the  prelent  inftance  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  thathe  pretended  to  ferve  Lentulus  in  tJiis 
affair;  his  creature  Caninius,  a  Tribune  of  the  people,  was 
pradliiing  every  ilratagem  in  order  to  procure  this  com- 
miffion  for  Pompey.  "  And  though  Cicero  (as  Mr.  Rol's 
*'  obfervcs)  either  out  of  a  tendernefs  for  Lentulus,  or  out 
"  of  an  apprehenfion  of  difpleafing  Pompey  to  whom  he 
"  was  at  this  time  making  his  court,  reprefents  him  in 
'*  this  place  as  ailing  an  honeft  and  friendly  part :  yet  in  a 
•'  letter  to  his  brother,  where  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  deli- 
ver his  real  fentiments,  he  fpeako  quite  differently :  nam 
quod  de  Pompeio  Caninius  agit,  fane  quam  refrixit :  neque 
"  enim  res  probatur  ;  et  Pompeius  nojier  in  amicitia  P.  Lentuli 
"  ^ituperatiirt  et  hercule  non  eji  idetn.  Ep.  vi.  L.  2.  The 
*'  truth  of  the  cafe  is  this,  when  Pompey  found  it  was 
•'  impoffible  for  him  to  procure  this  commiffion,  he  pre- 
^'  tended  a  friendfhip  for  Lentulus,  and  joined  with  Cicero 
*<■  in  giving  the  advice,  which  makci  a  great  part  of  this 
"  letter  " 

tions 
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A.U.698.  tions  which  we  have  held  together.  Accord- 
ingly we  are  of  opinion  that  it  may  be  proper 
for  you  to  confider,  whether  any  advantages 
may  be  derived  from  your  being  in  pofTeflion  of 
Cilicia  and  Cyprus.  For  if  there  Ihould  appear 
a  fufficient  probability  of  being  able  to  make 
yourfelf  mafter  of  Alexandria  and  Egypt,  we 
think  it  equally  for  your  own  honour  and  that 
of  the  republic  %  to  march  thither  with  your 
army,  fupported  by  your  fleet ;  having  firfb 
left  the  king  at  Ptolemais,  or  feme  other  conve- 
nient place  in  that  neighbourhood.     By  thefe 

"^  A  general  fketch  of  Ptolemy's  charafterhas  already  been 
given  in  the  notes  on  the  preceding  book  :  and  it  appears 
from  thence  that  nothing  could  be  lefs  to  the  honour  of 
the  commonwealth,  than  to  interpofe  in  behalf  of  this 
juftly-rcjefted  monarch.  Cicero  himfelf  reprefents  him  in 
one  of  his  orations,  as  unworthy  of  the  crown  he  wore  ; 
eum  (fays  he)  neqite  genere  neque  animo  regis  ejfe,  inter  omnes 
fere  njideo  con-venire.  In  Rull.  ii.  But  what  is  Hill  more 
extraordinary,  Cicero  makes  the  very  meafures  which  he 
here  fo  ftrongly  recommends  to  Lentulus,  an  article  of  his 
charge  againfl  Anthony.  It  \Vas  by  the  perfuafion  of  the 
latter  that  Gabinius  undertook  (as  has  already  been  ob- 
ferved)  the  reftoration  of  Ptolemy  :  and  Anthony  com- 
manded the  Roman  cavalry  in  that  expedition.  This 
affords  a  topic  of  great  indignation  in  one  of  the  Philippics  ; 
and  Cicero  there  fpeaks  of  this  tranfaclion  (as  he  ought 
always  to  have  fpoken  of  it)  as  a  moll  impudent  violation 
of  all  authority  both  facred  and  civil  :  inde  iter  (fays  he)  ad 
Alexandriam  co?itra  fenatus  auBoritatcm,  contra  rcmpublicam  et 
religiones.  Philip,  ii.  19.  But  what  opinion  mult  every  un- 
prejudiced reader  conceive  of  our  author,  when  he  thus  finds 
him  condemning  and  approving  the  fame  tranfa^lion,  and 
advifing  his  friend  to  purfue  a  ilep  which  he  afterwards 
publicly  and  juftly  reproached  in  his  adverfary  ?  See  re- 
mark 2.  p.  51.  of  this  vol. 

meaps 
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means  when  you  fhall  have  qvileted  the  diftur-  A.U.69S. 
bances  in  Alexandria,  and  fecured  it  by  a  pro- 
per number  of  forces  ;  Ptolemy  may  fafely  take 
poiTcirion  of  his  kingdom.  Thus  he  will  be 
Teflored  by  you,  as  the  fenate  had  once  *  de- 
creed :  and  reftored  too  without  an  army,  agree- 
ably to  the  fentiments  of  thofe  who  infift  upon 
obferving  the  injunctions  of  the  oracle.  We 
are  the  rather  confirmed  in  recommending  this 
meafure,  as  there  is  no  decree  of  the  fenate  fub- 
fifting,  which  particularly  prohibits  you  from 
replacing  Ptolemy  on  his  throne.  As  to  the  or- 
der which  abfolutely  forbids  all  afTiftance  what- 
foever  to  be  given  to  him  ;  you  know  it  was 
not  only  protefted  againll,  when  it  was  voted> 
but  is  generally  looked  upon  rather  as  the  warm 
dictates  of  an  exafperated  fadtion,  than  as 
having  the  full  authority  of  a  decree  of  the 
fenate.  However,  we  deem  it  neceffary  to  add, 
that  we  are  fenfible  the  world  will  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  this  fcheme,  entirely  by  the  event. 
Should  it  fucceed  as  we  wifh ;  your  policy  and 
refolution  will  univerfally  be  applauded:  on  the 
other  handj  ihould  it  mifcarry  ;  it  will  un- 
doubtedly be  condemned  as  an  a6lion  of  ill- 
confidered  and  unwarrantable  ambition.     How 

*  See  remark  5.  p.  54,  of  this  vol, 
VpL.  I.  H  far 
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A.U.698.  far  this  enterprife  may  be  prafticable,  you,  who 
are  fituated  ahnoll  within  view  of  Egypt,  are 
the  moft  competent  judge.  If  therefore  you 
are  well  fatisfied  of  being  able  to  render  your- 
felf  mafter  of  that  kingdom,  we  are  clearly  of 
opinion  you  fhould  not  delay  your  march  one 
moment :  but  if  you  are  doubtful  of  the  fuccefs, 
it  is  our  advice  that  you  by  no  means  make  the 
attempt.  This  I  will  venture  to  affure  you, 
that,  Ihould  you  execute  this  projed  in  the 
manner  we  wifh,  there  will  be  a  very  confiderable 
party  to  give  it  applaufe,  even  during  your 
abfence  :  as  all  Rome  will  unite  in  the  fame  ap- 
probation, the  moment  you  (hall  return  amongft 
us.  Neverthelefs  I  am  perfuaded,  if  this  fcheme 
fhould  not  take  the  defired  effed,  it  may  be  at- 
tended with  very  difagreeable  confequences  to 
yourfelf  J  not  only  upon  account  of  that  order 
of  the  fenate  which  I  juft  now  mentioned,  but 
likewife  in  regard  to  the  oracle.  When  there- 
fore, I  recommend  fuch  meafures  as  you  Ihall 
have  full  aflurance  will  terminate  in  your  glory, 
1  muft  at  the  fame  time  ftrongly  dilTuade  you 
from  engaging  in  them,  if  you  fhould  have  the 
leaf):  reafon  to  apprehend  an  oppofition.  For 
(I  repeat  it  again)  the  world  will  be  determined 
in  their  opinion  of  this  whole  tran faction,  not  as 
it  is  reafonablc,  but  as  it  fhall  prove  fuccefsful. 

.6  If 
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If  the  method  here  propofed,  Ihould  appear  too  A.u.69?. 
dangerous  to  be  hazarded  in  your  own  perfon ; 
we  think  it  may  at  leaft  be  advifeable  to  aflifl  the 
king  with  a  number  of  your  forces  ;  provided 
he  fhall  give  fufficient  fecurity  to  your  friends 
in  the  province,  for  repaying  them  the  money 
they  have  advanced  in  fupport  of  his  caufe. 
And  indeed  the  circumftances  and  fituation  of 
your  government  render  it  extremely  eafy, 
either  to  promote  or  ob{lru6l  his  reftoration, 
as  you  Ihall  fee  proper.  After  all,  you  are  the 
beft  judge  what  method  will  be  mofl:  expe- 
dient to  purfue :  I  thought  it  my  part,  how- 
ever, to  inform  you  of  thefe  our  concurrent 
fentiments. 

You  congratulate  me  on  the  profperous  fitu- 
ation of  my  affairs  in  general,  and  particularly 
on  the  friendfhip  of  Milo,  together  with  the 
vain  and  inefFedual  fchemes  of  the  worthlefs 
Clodius.  It  is  no  wonder  you  fhould  rejoice  in 
thefe  the  generous  effedls  of  your  own  amicable 
offices.  But  to  fay  truth,  fuch  an  incredible 
perverfenefs  (not  to  give  it  a  more  fevere  ap- 
pellation) prevails  amongft  a  certain  party,  that 
they  rather  choofe  to  alienate  me  by  their  jea- 
loufies  from  the  common  caufe,  than  to  retain 
me  in  that   intereft  by  their  favor  and  encou- 

H  2  ragement. 
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A.u.69g-.  ragement  ^.      I   will  own  to  you,  their  malice 
has    almofl    driven    me  from    thole    principles 
which   I  have   lb    long  and   fo   invariably  pur- 
fued.     At  leall  if  they  have  not  provoked  me  lb 
far,  as  to  make  me  forget  the  dignity  of  my  cha- 
rader  -,  they  have  taught  me  that  it  is  high  time 
I  fhould  aft  with  a  view  likewife  to  my  own  fe- 
curity.     I  might,   confiilently  with  the  Itriifteft 
duties  of  patriotifm,  reconcile  both  thefe  dillindl 
ends,  were  there  any  honour  or  fortitude  in  thofe 
of  confular  rank.     But  fuch  a  meannefs  of  fpiric 
prevails  in  general   among  them,  that,  inilead 
of  applauding  the   refolution  with   which    my 
actions    have   been  ever  uniformly   direded   in 
the  caufe  of  the  commonwealth,  they  look  with 
envy  upon  thofe  dignities  to  which  my  public 
fervices  have  advanced  me.     I  the  rather  men- 
tion this,  as  it  is   to  you   that  I  am  principally 
indebted,  not  only  for  the  happinefs  of  being 
reftored  to  my  country,  but  almoft  for  my  very 
iirft  fuccefsful   fteps   in  the  paths  of  patriotifm, 
and  of  glory. 

'  Cicero  was  at  this  time  acting  a  part  which  gave  great 
and  jull  offence,  to  thofe  who  were  in  the  tiue  interell  of 
their  country  ;  for  he  was  falling  in  with  the  meafures  of 
Csefar,  Pompey,  and  Crafius.  He  endeavours  therefore  to 
palliate  this  unworthy  conduct,  as  well  as  he  can  :  but  as 
he  enters  more  fully  into  the  motives  of  this  Hep  in  the 
17th  letter  of  this  book  ;  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  ob- 
fervations  upon  that  epiille. 

9  I  perceive 
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I  perceive  this  oppofition  does  not  proceed  A.u.69!?. 
(as  I  formerly  fufpefted)  from  my  not  be- 
ing of  noble  birth  '  -,  fince  they  were  actuated, 
I  have  obferved,  by  the  fame  malignant  fpirit 
againft  yourfelf,  who  are  confefiedly  defcended 
from  one  of  the  firil:  families  in  Rome.  Ac- 
cordingly, tho'  your  enemies  are  contented  to 
fee  you  among  thofe  of  principal  rank  in  the  re- 
public, they-  will  by  no  means  fuffer  you  to  foar 
higher.  I  rejoice  that  the  parallel  between  us 
extends  no  farther  :  and  tho'  we  have  met  with 
an  equal  degree  of  malice  from  the  world,  that 
the  relpeflive  confequences  however  have  proved 
extremely  different.  For  a  wide  difference  there 
furely  is,  between  fuffering  fome  diminution  in 
point  of  honours,  and  being  abandoned  to  total 
ruin.  If  I  have  not  greater  reafon  to  Ir-ment 
this  cruel  outrage  of  my  adverfaries,  it  mull  be 
attributed  to  your  generous  interpofition  :  as  it 
was  by  your  means  it  proved,  in  the  final  event, 
of  far  more  advantage  to  my  reputation^  than  oi 
prejudice  to  my  fortunes.  Suffer  me  then,  from 
a  principle  of  gratitude  as  v/ell  as  affe6lion,  to 
exhort  you,  earneftly  to  purfue  the  dictates  of 

'  Nobility  among  the  Romans  was  confidered,  (as  Manu- 
tuis  obferves  upon  this  paflage)  not  in  oppofition  to  the 
Plebeian  rank  ;  for  many  Plebeian  families  were  noble  : 
but  in  contra-dilHnftion  to  thcfe  whofe  anceftors  had  not 
borne  any  of  the  honourable  magillracies  in  Rome.  And 
of  this  number  was  Cicero. 

H  3  that 
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A.U.698.  that  well-regulated   ambition,  with  which  you 
were  inflamed  from  your   earlieft   youth  :  nor 
let  any  injurious  treatment  deprefs  that  heroifm 
of  your  mind,  which  I  have   ever  admired  and 
valued.     The  world,  believe  me,  entertains  the 
higheft  opinion  of  your  merit,  and  loudly  pro- 
claims that  enlarged  and  generous  fpirit  which 
diflinguiflies  all  your  aftions  :  and  it  particularly 
remembers,  to  your   immortal  honour,  the  pa- 
triotifm  of  your  illudrious  confuifhip.     You  are 
fenfible  therefore,    how  much    the   ieaft  additi- 
onal glory,  which  Ihall  accrue  to  you  from  your 
civil  and  military  conduct  in  the  government 
of  your  province,  will  encreafe  and  (trengthen 
this  general  luftre  of  your  reputation.     But  let 
me  exprefs  my  wifhes  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
firft  place,  that  you  would  not  engage  in   any 
enterprize  with  your  army,  without  having  long 
and  maturely  examined  it  in  all  its  confequen- 
.  ces,   nor  without   being  lufficiently  prepared  to 
carry  it   into  execution  :   and   in  the  next,  that 
you  would  be   perfuaded,  of  what  1  doubt  not 
you  are   already  fenfible,  that  you  will  find  it 
extremely  eafy  to  continue  in  the  poffeiTion  of 
that  pre-eminence  amongft  your  fellow-citizens, 
to  which  you   have  always  afpired.     That  you 
may  not   imagine,    however,  I  :xm  offering  the 
id]e  tribute  of  unqcceffary   advice,  I  muft  add, 

that 
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that  I  could  not  refleft  upon  the  treatment  vreA.u.695j. 
have  both  received,  without  thinking  it  proper 
to  exhort  you  well  to  confider  for  the  future, 
on  whom  you  repofe  your  confidence. 

As  to  your  inquiry  concerning  the  fituation 
of  public  affairs  ;  there  .  are  great  divifions 
amongft  us  :  but  the  zeal  and  prudence  of  the 
feveral  parties  are  by  no  means  equal.  Thole 
who  enjoy  the  largeft  fliare  of  wealth  and 
power  "",  have  gained  a  fuperiority  of  credit  like- 
wife  by  the  folly  and  inftability  of  their  antago- 
nifts :  for  they  have  obtained  from  the  fenate, 
with  very  little  oppofition,  what  they  had  no 
hopes  of  receiving  even  from  the  people,  with- 
out raifing  great  difburbances.  Accordingly 
the  houfe  has  voted  C^efar  a  fum  of  money 
for  the  payment  of  his  army,  together  with  a 
power  of  nominating  ten  lieutenants  :  as  they 
have  alfo,  without  the  leaft  difRculty,  difpenfed 
with  the  Sempronian  law  for  appointing  him  a 
fucceffor  \     I  do  but  flightly  touch  upon  thcfe 

*  Casfar,  Pompey,  and  CiafTus. 

^  Thefe  immoderate  and  fatal  concefiions  to  Cacfar'* 
ambition,  were  abfolutely  unconftitutional,  and  raoft  evi- 
dently tended  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  Republic.  But  if 
the  reader  is  furprifed  at  fo  mean  and  fo  impolitic  a  com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  the  fenate;  how  much  higher  will 
his  wonder  rife,  when  he  is  informed  that  Cicero  himfelf 
was  the  chief  advifer  and  promoter  of  thefe  very  meafures 
which  he  here  condemns  ?  If  this  were  a  faft  which  Hood 
«pon  the  credit  of  hiilorians;  the  paflage  before  us  would 

H  4  parti- 
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A.U.698.  particulars,  as  I  cannot  refle6l  on  our  affairs 
with  any  fatisfaclion.  However  I  mention  them 
as  fuggefting  an  ufefui  caution  to  both  of  us,  to 
preferve  a  proper  poife  between  our  interell  and 
our  honour,  and  not  to  advance  one  by  an 
undue  depreffion  of  the  other.  A  maxim  this, 
which  I  have  learned,  not  fo  much  from  my 
favoqrite  phjlofophy  as  from  fad  experience  : 
and  which  I  would  recommend  to  you,  ere  you 
are  taught  it  by  the  fame  unpleafing  method  of 
convi(5tion. 

Your  congratulations  on  my  daughter's  mar- 
riage with  Crafiipes  *,  are  agreeable  to  your  ufual 
politenefs  :  I  hope  and  believe  this  alliance  will 

/Irongly  incline  one  to  fufpefl,  that  they  had  mlfrepre- 
feiited  the  truth.  But  we  have  a  teltimony  to  produce, 
which  tho'  of  undoubted  authority,  is  the  lad  one  fhould 
have  expefted  in  the  cafe  :  for  it  is  the  telHmony  of  Cicero 
himfelf.  In  a  fpeech  which  he  pronounced  at  the  bar  either 
a  little  before,  or  foon  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  he 
mentions  each  of  thefe  particular  grants  which  he  enume- 
rates to  Lentulus,  and  then  adds  :  Parian  e.go  fententiarian 
^/ Princeps  f/  Aud^oryi^/'.      Orat.  pro  Balbo,   27. 

The  Seippronian  law  here  fpoken  of,  was  procured  byC, 
Sempronius  Gracchus,  a  tribune  of  the  people,  A.  U.  631. 
and  enadled,  that  the  fenate  fhoiild  annually  appoint  fuc- 
ceffors  to  the  confular  provinces. 

*  Tullia,  when  (he  married  Craflipes,  was  the  widow 
of  Pifo,  furnamed  Frugi  :  of  whom  an  account  has  been 
given  in  the  notes  on  the  former  book.  This  fecond  match 
did  not  prove  fo  fatisfaftory,  as  Cicero  here  promifes  him- 
felf; for  Ci-afiipcs  foon  took  a  difgull  to  Tullia,  which 
ended  in  a  divorce.  As  he  is  very  fcldom  and  but  ilightly 
mentioned  in  Cicero's  writings,  all  that  we  know  of  him 
is,  that  he  was  a  nobleman  of  the  iirft  rank. 

yield 
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yield  me  great  fatisfafbion. — Your  Ton  is  a  youth  a.u.69«. 
of  fo  promifing   a  turn,  that   I  cannot  forbear 
conjuring  you  to  train  him  up   in  thofe  refined 
arts,  which  have  ever  been  your  peculiar  tafle 
and  ftudy  :  but  chiefly  in  that  befr  and  nobleft 
difcipline,  the  imitation  of  your  exalted  virtues.- 
Believe  me,  I  greatly  love  and  efteem  him,  not 
only  in  return  to   the  fingular  affection  he  has 
ever  lliewn    me,  but    particularly  as  he   is    the 
fon,  and   the   worthy  fon   tooj  of  my  valuable 
friend.     Farewel. 

LETTER     III. 
To  Fabius  Gallus\ 

I  Received  your  letter  immediately  upon  my 
return  from  Arpinum,  together  with  one 
likewife  from  Avianus  ^,  in  which  he  very  ge- 
neroufly  offers  to  give  me  credit  as  long  as  I 
fliall  require.  Now  let  me  defire  you  to  ima- 
gine yourfelf  in  my  fituation,  and  then  tell  me> 
whether  I  can,  with  a  good  grace,  afk  him  to 
allow  me  even  the  leaft  time  for  the  payment 
of  this    money,    much  lefs   above  a  year  ?  In- 

^  The  fame  perfon  to  whom  the  i  ith  letter  of  the  fore- 
going book  is  written. 

*>  He  feems  to  have  been  the  proprietor  of  the  ftatues 
IBentioned  below, 

deed. 
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A.U.658.  deed,  my  dear  friend,  I  fhould  not  have  been 
in  this  difficulty,  if  you  had  not  exceeded  the 
limits  of  my  commiffion,  both  in  the  particulars 
and  the  fum.  However,  I  am  not  only  wil- 
ling to  ratify  the  agreement  you  have  made  for 
the  ftatues  you  mention,  but  am  likewife  much 
obliged  to  you.  I  am  fenfible  indeed  that  in 
the  zeal  of  your  friendlhip,  you  have  purchafed 
for  me  what  pleafed  your  own  eye,  and  what 
you  imagined  would  be  worthy  of  mine  :  and  I 
always  confidered  you  as  a  man  of  the  moft  ju- 
dicious and  elegant  tafte  in  every  kind.  Never- 
thelefs,  I  fhall  be  extremely  glad  if  Damafippus" 
fhould  continue  in  the  refolution,  of  taking 
thefe  figures  off  my  hands  :  for,  to  own  the  plain 
truth,  I  have  no  fort  of  inclination  to  them  my- 
felf.  As  you  were  not  apprized  of  my  inten- 
tions, you  have  aftually  confented  to  pay  more 
for  thefe  four  or  five  pieces  of  fculpture  **, 
than  I  would  have  given  for  all  the  flatues  in 
the  univerfe.  You  compare  the  images  of  the 
prieftelTes  of  Bacchus,  to  thofe  of  the  Mufes 
v;hich  I  bought  of  Metellus.     But  furely,  my 

^  Damafippus  was  a  celebrated  virtuofo  of  thefe  times, 
who  after  having  ruined  his  fortunes  by  his  extravagant 
paffion  for  antiques,  turned  Stoic.  Horace  has  ridiculed 
his  charafter  and  his  converfion  with  great  humour,  in  on« 
of  his  fatyrs.      F:d.  Herat.   Sat.  ii.  3. 

«*  Thefe  ftatues  appear,  by  what  follows,  to  have  been 
three  Bacchanals,  a  Mars,  and  fome  figure  defigned  for  the 
fupport  of  a  table. 

friend. 
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friend,  the  two  inftances  are  by  no  means  pa-  A.U.692. 
rallel.  For  in  the  firft  place,  the  Mufes  them- 
felves  would  have  condemned  me,  if  I  had  ever 
rated  them  at  fo  extravagant  a  price  :  and  in 
the  next,  I  purchafed  the  figures  you  mention 
as  bearing  an  allufion  to  my  fludies,  and 
affording  a  fuitable  ornament  to  my  library. 
3ut  where  can  I^  with  any  propriety,  place 
thefe  Bacchanals  r  That  they  are,  as  you  afTure 
me,  extremely  beautiful,  I  know  full  well ; 
for  I  have  frequently  feen  them  :  and  therefore 
I  fhould  particularly  have  named  them  to  you, 
if  they  had  fuited  my  purpofe.  The  purchafes 
which  I  ufually  make  of  this  kind,  are  fuch 
only  as  are  proper  to  embellifli  my  Pal^ftra  % 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  public  Gymnafia 
are  generally  decorated.  But  v/ould  it  not  be 
abfdrd  enough,  my  good  friend,  if  I,  who  upon 
all  occafions,  you  know,  have  diftinguilhed 
myfcif  as    the   friend  of  peace,  fhould    ere6l  a. 

'  The  Pala^Iira  was  properly  a  part  of  thofe  public  build- 
ings, which  the  Grecians  (from  whom  the  Romans  took 
them)  called  Gymnafia:  which  were  originally  defigned 
for  exercifes  of  various  kinds,  and  in  which,  in  after-times» 
the  philofophers  likewife  held  their  fchools.  What  Cicero 
here  calls  his  PaLrfira,  feems  to  be  the  fame  buildirg 
which  in  a  letter  to  Atticus  he  terms  his  Academia,  and 
which  appears  to  have  been  fome  apartments,  or  perhaps 
a  diftindt  building,  of  his  Tufculan  villa,  appropriated 
principally  to  the  purpofes  of  Itudy,  but  adapted  alfo  to 
thofe  bodily  exerciles  which  the  antients  feldom  paued  & 
day  without  pra.i;tifing.     Vid.  ad  Att.  i.  5,  6^  9. 

ftatu^ 
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'A.u.69S.ftatiie  of  the  God  of  war.  It  is  well  there  was 
not  a  Saturn  too  :  for  how  could  I  have  expefted 
to  have  been  out  of  debt,  whilfl  I  had  lived 
under  the  afpeft  of  two  fuch  unlucky  divinities^  ? 
Mercury  would  have  been  a  much  more  wel- 
come guefl: :  for  I  Ihould  have  hoped  by  his 
influence,  to  have  made  a  more  advantageous 
bargain  ^  with  Avianus.  As  to  the  figure  de- 
figned  for  the  fupport  of  a  table,  which  you 
intended  to  referve  for  your  own  ufe  -,  'you  fliall 
have  it,  if  yo^  ftill  remain  in  the  fame  mind  : 
if  not,  I  am  ready  to  take  it  myfelf  Upon 
the  whole,  however,  I  had  mucli  rather  have 
employed  this  money  in  the  purchafe  of  a  little 
lodge  at  Tarracina  '",  that  I  might  not  always 
trouble  my  friend  and  hoft.  But  tjiis  miftake 
is  partly  owing  to  the  carelefihefs  of  my  freed- 
man,  in  not  obferving  the  inllruflions  I  gave 
him ;  and  partly  alfo  to  Junius :  whom  I  fup- 
pofe  you  know,  as  he  is  a  particular  friend  of 
Avianus.     As  I  have  lately  built  fome  additi- 

*  Alluding  (as  IVTanutius  obferves)  to  the  notions  of  the 
judicial  aftrologers  :  who  pretended  that  Mars  and  Saturn 
were  unlucky  planets. 

5  Mercury  was  fiippofed  to  prefide  over  commerce  :  fron\. 
whence  it  is  probable  that  the  Mcrcuriales,  mentioned  in  a 
letter  of  Cicero  to  his  brother,  were  a  c^npavy  of  merchants. 
Fid.  Jd^.F.Vu  5. 

"  It  is  now  called  Terracina :  a  town  in  the  canpngyia  di 
Roma.  It  lay  in  the  road  from  Rome  to  Cicero's  villa  at 
Fortniee. 

onal 
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onal  apartments  to  my  little  portico  at  Tufcu-  a.u.  698. 
lanum  ' ,  I  was  defirous  of  adorning  them  with  a 
few  pi6lures  :  for  if  I  take  pleafure  in  any  thing 
of  this  kind,  it  is  in  paintings.  However,  if 
I  mull  have  thefe  ftatiies,  let  me  know  where 
they  are,  when  they  will  arrive,  and  by  what 
conveyance  you  purpofe  to  fend  them.  For  if 
Damafippus  Ihould  change  his  intentions  of 
buying  them,  I  fliall  find,  perhaps,  fome  pre- 
tender to  his  tafte,  who  may  be  glad  of  the 
purchafe  :  and  I  fliould  be  willing  to  part  with 
them  even  at  a  lofs. 

When  I  received  your  firll  letter  concerning 
the  houfe  you  want  to  take,  belonging  to  Caf- 
fius,  I  was  juft  fetting  out  from  Rome,  and 
therefore  I  left  your  commifllon  with  my  daugh- 
ter. However  I  took  an  opportunity  myfelf  of 
talking  upon  this  affair  with  your  friend  Nicia  : 
who,  you  know,  is  very  intimate  with  Caffius. 
At  my  return  hither,  and  before  I  had  opened 
your  laft  letter,  I  inquired  of  TuUia  what  Ihe 
had  done  in  this  matter.  She  told  mc,  Ihe 
had  applied  to  Licinia  to  fpeak  to  her  brother 

*  Cicero,  if  we  may  credit  the  inveftive  afcribed  to 
Salluft,  expended  immenfe  fums  in  this  his  favourite  villa: 
which  probably  was  a  very  fine  one  when  it  came  into 
his  poffeffion,  as  it  originally  belonged  to  Sylla  the  dic- 
tator. Some  coniiderable  remains  of  it  are  IHII  (hewn  at 
Grotta  Ferraia.  Sallujl,  dechm,  in  Cic.  63.  PUv.  H.  N. 
xx\l,  , 

Cafiius  : 
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A.u.  698.  Caflius  :  but  1  believe  he  is  not  upon  very  good 
terms  with  his  fifter.  The  anfwer  which  Licinia 
gave  my  daughter  was,  that  her  hufband  being 
gone  into  Spain,  Ihe  durft  not  remove  '  m  his 
abfence  and  without  his  knowledge.  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  you  for  being  lb  defirous 
of  my  company  as  to  be  impatient  to  get  into 
a  houfe  where  you  may,  not  only  be  near  me, 
but  adually  under  the  fame  roof.  Be  affured, 
I  am  no  lefs  delirous  of  having  you  for  my 
neighbour :  and  as  I  am  fenfible  how  much  it 
will  contribute  to  our  mutual  fatisfaftion,  I  fhall 
try  every  expedient  for  that  purpofe.  If  I 
fliould  have  any  fuccefs,  I  will  let  you  know : 
in  the  mean  while,  I  beg  you  would  return  me 
a  particular  anfwer  to  this  letter,  and  tell  me  at 
the  fame  time  when  I  may  exped  to  fee  you. 
Farewcl. 

*  This  lady  feems  to  have  been  the  tenant  of  the  houfe, 
which  Gallus  wanted  either  to  buy  or  hire. 


.h  E  T- 
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LETTER    IV. 

To  PuBLius  Lentulus  :  Proconful, 

MARCUS  PliEtorius  will  fully  inform  A.u.69?. 
you  of  the  promifes  we  have  received 
from  Pompey,  together  with  every  other  cir- 
cumftance  that  has  been  either  attempted,  or  ef- 
fected in  your  favour.  He  was  not  only  prcfent, 
but  indeed  a  principal  agent  throughout  the 
whole  proceedings :  and  he  aCbed  in  every  article 
of  your  concerns,  agreeably  to  what  might  be 
expefted  from  a  judicious,  a  vigilant,  and  an 
affedionate  friend.  To  him  likewife,  I  mufl 
refer  you  for  an  account  of  public  affairs  j  not 
well  knowing  what  to  fay  of  them  myfelf  This 
much,  however,  I  can  afliire  you,  that  they  are 
in  the  hands  (and  in  the  hands  they  are  likely 
to  remain)  of  our  profeffed  friends  '.  As  for 
myfelf,  both  gratitude  and  prudence,  together 
with  your  particular  advice,  have  determined 
me,  as  they  ought,  to  join  in  his  ^  interefl, 
whom  you  were  formerly  defirous  of  affociating 
with  you  in  mine.  You  are  fenfible  neverthe- 
lefs,  how  difRcult  it  is  to  renounce  our  old  and 


*   Csefar,  Pompey,  and  CrafTu*. 
'  Poinpeyr 


hibitual 
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A.u.  698.  habitual  notions  of  politics:  elpecially  under 
a  full  perfuafion  of  their  reditude.  However' 
I  conform  myfelf  to  his  fyflem,  fince  I  cannot 
with  any  decency  oppofe  him  :  and  what  ever 
fome  may  perhaps  imagine,  I  am  by  no  means 
ading  in  this  a  counterfeit  part.  The  truth 
of  it  is,  Pompey  has  gained  fuch  an  abfolute 
poflefTion  of  my  efteem,  that  I  begin  to  look 
upon  every  thing  as  juft  and  reafonablc,  which 
falls  in  with  his  interell  or  inclination  ^.  1 
fhould  think  too  it  v/ould  be  no  imprudent 
refolution  even  in  his  adverfaries  thcmfclves, 
to  defifi:  from  an  oppofition  to  which  they 
are  evidently  unequal.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
have  the  fatisfaftion  to  find  the  world  in  ge- 
neral agreed,  that  my  character  requires  I  fliould 
fupport,  or  at  leaft  not  obftrud,  the  meafures 
of  Pompey :  while  fome  are  even  of  opinion  I 
may  reafonably  retire  from  all  public  bufinefs, 
to  my  favourite  purfuits  of  a  literary  kind.  And 
indeed  were  I  not  prevented  by  my  friendlhip 
to  Pompey,  I  fhould  mofl  certainly  adopt  this 
latter  fcheme,  as  of  all  others  the  mofl  fuitable 
to  my  inclinations.  For  I  can  now  no  longer 
maintain  that  dignity  in  the  fenate,  and  that 
freedom  in  the  commonwealth,  which,  was  the 


'  See  remark  17th.,  p.  171.  of  this  vol. 
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fingle  motive  of  my  ambition,  and  the  fole  end  A.u.e^s. 
I  propofed  to   myfelf  in  all  my  labours :  a  mif- 
fortime,  however,  wb.ich  is  not  peculiar  to  my- 
felf, but  extends  to  every  Roman  in  general.     In 
a  word,  I  am  under  the  fad  neceflity  either  of 
tamely  fubmitting   to   the  fentiments   of  thofe 
few  who   lead  the  republic,  or  of  imprudently 
joining   in    a    weak    and    fruitlefs    oppofition". 
I  the   rather  mention   this,  that  you   may  deli- 
berate,   before  your  return   amongft  us,    what 
part  it  may  be  advifable  for  you  to  acl  in  the 
prefent  conjundure.     To  fpeak  freely;  the  mea- 
fures   both   of  thofe  of   Senatorian  and   Eque- 
ftrian   rank,    and   indeed  the   whole   fyftem  of 
the    commonwealth    in     general,     are    totally 
changed.      All  therefore  that   I    have  now  to 
wifh,  is  the  prefervation  of  the  public  tranquil- 

'  A  determined  patriot  could  not  have  been  reduced  to 
the  alternative  which  Cicero  here  mentions  :  as  there 
was  a  third  expedient  which  every  man  of  flrift  political 
integrity,  who  dared  to  acl  up  to  his  principles,  would 
undoubtedly  have  embraced.  "  An  honeft  phyfician  (fays 
*'  Sir  William  Temple)  is  excufcd  for  leaving  his  patient, 
*'  when  he  finds  the  difeafe  growing  defperate,  and  can 
*'  by  his  attendance  expeft  only  to  receive  his  own  fee.s, 
"  without  any  hopes  or  appearance  of  defcrving  them." 
Our  author  in  one  of  his  orations  mentions  it  to  the  im- 
mortal honour  of  the  celebrated  Metellus,  that  de  Ciuiiate 
decedere  quam  defententia  maluit  :  and  he  who  is  actuated  by 
the  fame  fublime  patriotlfm,  will  never  find  himfelf  under 
the  poor  necefiity  of  juftifying  wrong  meafures,  by  the 
impofiibility  of  enforcing  right  ones.  See  remark  30,  p.  l3i. 
of  this  vol. 

Vol,  I.  I  lity: 
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A.U.698.  lity  :  which  thofe  who  are  In  the  adminiftration 
feem  to  give  us  a  profpe6l  of  enjoying,  if  a  cer- 
tain party  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit 
with  lefs  impatience  to  their  power.  As  to  any 
hopes  of  fupporting  in  the  fenate  that  true  con- 
fular  character  of  a  firm  and  inflexible  patriot ; 
it  is  in  vain  now  to  expedl  it :  every  mean  for 
that  purpofe  is  totally  loft,  by  the  miftaken 
condu6l  of  thofe  who  difobliged  Pompey  ^j  and 
diiTolved  that  ftronsr  union  which  fubfifted  be- 
tween  the  fenate  and  the  Equeftrian  order'. 

^  Pompey  was  very  defirous  of  having  the  feveral  grants 
which  he  had  made  to  the  cities  of  Afia,  after  his  defeat 
of  Mithridates,  confirmed  by  the  fenate  :  in  which  he  was 
ftrongly  oppofed  by  Cato,  Metellus  Celer,  Lucullus  and 
others.  This  occafioned  a  breach  between  Pompey  and  the 
fenate,  and  gave  Casfar  an  opportunity  of  eflablifhing  an 
interefl  with  the  former;  which  at  that  jundlure  he  found 
neceffary  for  his  purpofes.  Accordingly,  being  foon  after 
elefled  conful,  he  procured  a  huv  from  the  people  to  ratify 
thefe  a£ts.      Suet,  in  Jul.  Caf.  19. 

s  The  farmers  of  the  public  revenues,  who  were  com- 
pofed  of  the  principal  perfons  among  the  Equeftrian  order, 
having,  as  they  pretended,  rented  fome  branch  of  the 
finances  at  too  high  a  rate,  applied  to  the  fenate  for  relief. 
Their  demands,  it  feems,  were  unreafonable  :  however, 
in  the  fituation  wherein  public  affairs  then  flood,  it  was 
thought  prudent  by  the  more  moderate  party,  not  to  dif- 
oblige  fo  confiderable  a.  body  of  men.  But  Cato  obfti- 
nately  oppofed  their  demands  :  and  by  his  means  the  fenate, 
after  keeping  them  in  fufpence  for  feveral  months,  at  length 
rejefted  their  petition.  Bat  Ccefar,  who  knew  how  to  turn 
every  incident  to  his  advantage,  took  up  the  interefts  of 
thefe  knights  :  and  in  his  confulfhip  obtained  from  the 
people  a  remiflion  of  one-third  part  of  the  ftipulated  rent. 
This  fingle  piece  of  policy  (as  one  of  the  Greek  hiftorians 
obfcrves)  gave  him  a  more  confiderable  acceffion  of  power. 

But 
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But  to  return  to  what  more  immediately  re- A. u.  69?. 
lates  to  your  own  private  affairs  ; — Pompey  is 
extremely  your  friend  :  and  by  all  that  I  can 
obferve,  you  may  obtain  any  thing  you  fhall 
defire  during  his  conlulfhip  '.  At  leaft  I  fhall 
follicit  him  very  flrenuoufly  for  that  purpofe  : 
and  you  may  rely  upon  my  moft  aftive  offices  in 
•every  inftance  where  you  are  concerned.  I  am 
well  perfuaded  my  afTiduity  upon  this  occafion 
will  not  be  difagreeable  to  him:  on  the  contrary, 
he  will  receive  it  with  pleafure,  were  it  for  no 
other  reafon  than  as  affording  him  a  proof  of 
my  grateful  difpofition.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
intreat  you  to  believe,  that  whatever  bears  the 
leaft  conne61:ion  with  your  interefts,  is  of  more 
importance  to  me  than  my  own.  From  thefe 
fentiments  it  is,  that  I  defpair  not  only  of  being 
able  to  return,  but  even  TufHciently  to  acknow- 
ledge, the  infinite  obligations  I  owe  you  :  tho' 
at  the  fame  time  I  am  confcious  of  having  ex- 
^erted,  upon  all  occafions,  the  mofl  unwearied 
endeavours  in  your  fervice. 

It  is  rumoured  here,  that  you  have  obtained  a 
complete  viftory :  and  we  impatiently  expeft  an 

•  even  than  he  had  before  acquired  by  means  of  the  peo- 
ple; as  ic  gained  over  a  much  more  important  order  10 
his  party.  £d  Att.  ii.  i.  Buet.  in  Jul.  Co:/.  20.  Jp.  i?, 
C  ii. 

*  Pornpey.and  Craffas  were  at  this  Ume  confuls. 

I  '2.  exprefs 
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A.U.69S.  exprefs  with  the  confirmation  of  this  agreeable 
news.  I  have  already  talked  with  Pompey 
upon  this  fubjedt :  and  as  foon  as  your  courier 
arrives,  I  fliall  employ  my  utmoft  diligence  in 
convening  the  fenate.  In  fine,  were  I  to  perform 
much  more  for  your  interefl  than  lies  within 
the  compafs  of  my  prefent  power,  J  fhould  ftill 
think  I  had  fallen  far  fhort  of  what  you  have  a 
right  to  exped:.     Farewel. 

LETTER      V. 

To    Marcus    M  a  r  i  u  s  *. 

IF  your  general  valetudinary  difpofition,  pre- 
vented you  from  being  a  fpe6tator  of  our  late 
public  entertainments  ^  j  it  is  more  to  fortune  than 
to  philofophy  that  I  am  to  impute  your  abfence. 
But  if  you  declined  our  party  for  no  other  rea- 

^  The  perfon  to  whom  this  letter  is  addrefled,  feems  to 
have  been  of  a  temper  and  conllitution,  that  placed  him 
far  below  the  ambition  of  being  known  to  pofierity.  But 
a  private  letter  from  Cicero's  hand,  has  been  fufficient  to 
difpel  the  obfcurity  he  appears  to  have  loved,  and  to  render 
his  retirement  confpicuous. 

»  I'hey  were  exhibited  by  Pompey  at  the  opening  of  his 
theatre  :  one  of  the  moil  magnificent  ftruftures  of  ancient 
Rome,  and  fo  extenfive  as  to  contain  no  lefs  than  80,000 
fpeftators.  It  was  built  after  the  model  of  one  which  he 
faw  at  Mitylene,  in  his  return  from  the  Mithridatic  war  j 
and  adorned  with  the  nobleft  ornaments  of  ftatuary  and 
painting.  Some  remains  of  this  immenfe  building  flill 
fubfilt.    Li'v.  xx'xix.  PIi».  H.  N.  vii.  3.     Flut.  in  'vit.  Pomp. 

fon 
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fon  than  as  holding  in  juft  contempt  what  the  A. 11.69?. 
generality  of  the  world  fo  abfurdly  admire,  I 
mull  at  once  congratulate  you  both  on  your 
health  and  your  judgment.  I  fay  this  upon  a 
fuppofition  however,  that  you  were  enjoying  the 
philofophical  adv^antages  of  that  delightful  fcene, 
in  which,  I  imagine,  you  were  almoft  wholly  de- 
ferted.  At  the  fame  time  that  your  neighbours, 
probably,  were  nodding  over  the  dull  humour  of 
our  trite  farces ;  my  friend,  I  dare  fay,  was  in- 
dulging his  m.orning  meditations  in  that  elegant 
apartment,  from  whence  you  have  opened  a 
profpe6t  to  Sejanum,  thro'  the  Stabian  hills  *. 

4  Sejanum  (if  that  be  the  true  reading  :  for  the  Mfs. 
differ  extremely)  is  found  in  no  other  ancient  author. 
Stabice  was  a  maritime  town  in  Campania,  iicuated  upon 
the  bay  of  Naples,  from  whence  the  adjoining  hills  here 
mentioned  took  their  name.  One  may  figure  the  philofo- 
phical Marius  as  looking  down  upon  the  world  from  this 
his  delightful  retirement,  with  reflections  of  the  fame  kind 
as  thofe  which  the  poet  has  fo  exquifitely  imaged,  in  the 
following  beautiful  lines  : 

Here,  on  ajitigle  plank,  throvon  fafe  on  JJjore , 

I  hear  the  tumult  of  the  clijlant  throtig, 

j^s  that  of  feas  remote,  or  dying  fionnsy 

And  meditate  on  fcenes  more  filent  Ji ill. 

Here,  like  a  Jhepherd  gazing  from  his  hut, 

'Touching  his  reed,  or  leaning  on  his  jlaff. 

Eager  amhition^sfery  chace  I  fee  : 

J  Jee  the  circling  hunt  of  7ioify  men 

Burfi  laiv^s  enclofure,  leap  the  mounds  of  right, 

Purfuing  and  purfu  d :   each  other^s  prey  ; 

As  ivol'ves  for  rapine,  as  the  fox  for  I'jiles  : 

nil  death,  that  7nighty  hunter,  earths  them  all  I 

VOVNG. 

\  3  And 
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A.u.  69S.  And  whilft  you  were  employing  the  reft  of  the 
day  in  thofe  various  polite  amufements,  which 
you  have  the  happy  privilege  to  plan  out  for 
yourfelf ;  we,  alas,  had  the  mortification  of 
tamely  enduring  thofe  dramatical  reprefenta- 
tions,  to  which  Mstius  \  it  feems,  our  profefTed 
critic,  had  given  his  infallible  fanflion  !  but  as 
3^ou  will  have  the  curiofity,  perhaps,  to  require 
a  more  particular  account;  I  muft  tell  you, 
that  tho'  our  entertainments  were  extremely  mag- 


*  This  perron  is  fuppofed  by  the  commentators,  to  be  the 
fame  to  whofe  judgment  Horace  advifea  the  Pifos  to  refer 
their  poetical  compofitions : 

— Si  quid  tamen  olim 

Scrip/eris,  in  M<gti  dejcendat  judicis  aures.    Art.  poet.  386. 

But  the  compliment  paid  in  thefe  lines  to  the  tafte  of  Me- 
rins,  ill  agrees  with  the  contemptuous  manner  in  which 
Cicero  here  fpeaks  of  Pompey's  dramatic  Cenfor. 

It  appears  by  an  ancient  fcholiaft  on  Horace,  that  Au- 
jj-uftus  initituted  a  kind  of  poetical  court  of  judicature,  con- 
tifting  of  five  judges  ;  the  chief  of  which  was  Metius  Tarpa, 
jnentioned  in  the  verfes  above  quoted.  They  held  their 
ariemblies  in  the  temple  of  Apollo:  and  no  poet  was  per- 
mitted to  bring  his  play  upon  the  ftage  without  their  ap- 
probation. Domician  feems  to  have  improved  upon  this 
t^fLiblilhment,  and  extended  it  into  an  academy  that  dif- 
tributed  prizes  to  thofe  who  excelled,  not  only  in  poetical, 
but  profe  compofitions.  We  have  feen  focieties  of  this  fort 
formed  among  our  neighbour-nations,  with  good  effeft  : 
and  perhaps  it  in  this  inilance,  as  well  as  in  fome  others,  we 
were  to  follow  their  example  ;  it  might  prove  a  mean,  not 
only  of  reiining  ptu*  language,  and  encouraging  a  fpirit  of 
polite  literature,  bat  of  calling  off  our  minds  from  thofe 
political  fpeculations,  which,  tho'  the  privilege  indeed,  are 
not  alj^ays  the.  happinefs  of  every  idle  Briton.  Dae.  remarq. 
fur  la  X.  Set.  du  1.  Ii%/.  d' Horace,     Suet  in  Domit,  4. 

2  nificent 


Book  IT.       of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  119 

nlficent  Indeed,  yet  they  were  by  no  nieans  fuch  A.u.  698. 
as  you  would  have  relifhed  :  at  leaft  if  I  may 
judge  of  your  tafte  by  my  own.  Some  of  thofe 
aftors  who  had  formerly  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  with  great  applaufe,  but  had  long  fince 
retired,  I  imagined,  in  order  to  preferve  the  re- 
putation they  had  raifed  ;  were  now  again  intro- 
duced upon  the  ftage  :  as  in  honour,  it  feems, 
of  the  feftival.  Among  thefe  was  my  old  friend 
iEfopus  ^ :  but  io  different  from  what  we  once 

^  He  excelled  in  tragedy,  and  was  the  mod  celebrated 
Aftor  that  had  ever  appeared  upon  the  Roman  ftage.  Ci- 
cero experienced  the  advantage  of  his  friendfhip  and  his 
talents  during  his  exile:  for  vEfopus  being  engaged  in  a 
part  upon  the  ftage,  wherein  there  were  feveral  pafTages 
that  might  be  applied  to  our  author's  misfortunes  :  this  ex- 
cellent tragedian  pronounced  them  with  fo  peculiar  and 
aifedling  an  emphafis,  that  the  whole  audience  immedi- 
ately took  the  allufion  ;  and  it  had  a  better  efFeft,  as  Ci- 
cero acknowledges,  than  any  thing  his  own  eloquence 
could  have  exprefled  for  the  fame  purpofe.  But  it  is  not  in 
this  inftance  alone  that  Cicero  was  obliged  to  -^fopus  ;  as 
it  was  by  the  advantage  of  his  precepts  and  example,  that 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  oratorical  fame,  and  im- 
proved himfelf  in  the  art  of  elocution.  The  high  value 
which  the  Romans  fet  upon  the  talents  of  this  pathetic 
adlor,  appears  by  the  immenfe  eftate  which  he  acquired 
in  his  profeflion  :  for  he  died  worth  almoft  200,000/.  ller- 
ling.  Ke  left  a  fon  behind  him,  whofe  remarkable  extra- 
vagance is  recorded  by  the  Roman  fatyrift.  This  youth 
having  received  a  prefent  from  a  favourite  lady  of  a  pearl 
out  of  her  ear,  worth  a  million  of  fefterces,  or  about  8000/. 
of  our  money,  difiblved  it  in  a  liquid,  and  gallantly  drank 
it  off:  to  the  health,  we  may  fuppofe,  of  his  generous 
miftrefs.  Pliny  the  naturalift,  who  likewife  mentions  this 
ilory,  adds,  that  he  prefented  at  the  fame  time  to  each  of 
his  guefts  a  cup  of  the  fame  valuable  ingredient.    Orat.  pro 

I    4  knew 
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A.u.  698.  knew  him,  that  the  whole  audience  agreed  he 
^'"''^"   ought  to   be   excufed    from   a6ting   any  more. 

For  when  he   was  pronouncing  the  celebrated 

oath. 

If  I  deceive,  he  Jove's  dread  vengeance  burl'dj  &c, 

the  poor  old  man's  voice  failed  him :  and  he 
had  not  ftrength  to  go  through  with  the  fpeech. 
As  to  the  other  parts  of  our  theatrical  enter- 
tainments, you  know  the  nature  of  them  fo  well, 
that  it  is  fcarce  neceffary  to  mention  them. 
They  had  Icfs  indeed  to  plead  in  their  favour, 
than  even  the  moft  ordinary  reprefentations  of 
this  kind  can  ufualiy  claim.  The  enormous 
parade  with  which  they  were  attended,  and 
which,  I  dare  fay,  you  would  very  willingly 
have  fpared,  deftroyed  all  the  grace  of  the 
performance.  What  pleafure  could  it  afford  to 
a  judicious  fpeilator,  to  fee  a  thoufand  mules 
prancing  about  the  ftage,  in  the  tragedy  of  Cly- 
t^mneftra  ;  or  whole  regiments  accoutred  in  fo- 
reign armour,  in  that  of  the  Trojan  horfe  .'^  In  a 
word,  what  man  of  fenfe  could  be  entertained 
with  viewing  a  mock  army  drawn  up  on  the 
ftage  in  battle  array  ?  Thefe,  I  confefs,  are  fpec- 
tacles  extremely  well  adapted  to  captivate  vul-^ 

^ext.  56.     Plut.  in  <vit.  Cicer.     Macrob.  Saturn,  ii.  IQ.    Hor. 
/at.  ii.  3,  ver.  239.    Pliu.  H.  N.  x.  ^\, 

gar 
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gar  eyes  ;  but  undoubtedly  would  have  had  no  A.U.698. 
charm  in  yours.  In  plain  truth,  my  friend, 
you  would  have  received  more  amufement  from 
the  dulleft  piece  that  Protogenes  could  poflibly 
have  read  to  you ",  (my  own  orations  however 
let  me  always  except)  than  we  met  with  at  thefe 
ridiculous  fhews.  I  am  well  perfuaded  at  leall, 
you  could  not  regret  the  lofs  of  our  Ofcian  and 
Grecian  farces  *.  Your  own  noble  fenate  will 
always  furnifh  you  with  drollery  fufficient  of 
the  former  kind ' :  and  as  to  the  latter,  I  know 
you  have  fuch  an  utter  averfion  to  every  thing 
that  bears   the   name  of  Greek,    that  you  will 

•^  It  was  ufual  with  perfons  of  diftinftion  amongft  the 
Romans,,  to  keep  a  flave  in  their  family  whcfe  folc  bufinefs 
it  was  to  read  to  them.  Protogenes  feems  to  have  attended 
Marius  in  that  capacity. 

*  The  Ofcian  farces  were  fo  called  from  the  Ofci,  an 
ancient  people  of  Campania,  from  whom  the  Romans  re- 
ceived them.  They  feem  to  have  been  of  the  fame  kind 
with  our  Bartholomew  drolls,  and  to  have  confifted  of 
low  and  pbfcene  humour.  As  to  the  nature  of  the  Greek 
farces,  the  critics  are  not  agreed.  Manutius  fuppofes  they 
differed  only  from  the  former,  as  being  written  in  the 
Greek  language.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  Greek  plays 
were  ever  reprefented  upon  the  Roman  ftage  :  and  the 
moll  probable  account  of  them  is,  that  they  were  a  fort 
of  pantomimes  in  imitation  of  thofe  on  the  Grecian  the- 
atre.     Li'v.    vii.    2.     Mong.   rem.  fur  Ics   lett.    a  Att.   vi. 

449- 

9  The  municipal  or  corporate  towns  in  Italy  were  go- 
verned by  magiibates  of  their  own,  who  probably  made 
much  the  fame  fort  of  figure  in  their  rural  fenate,  as 
our  Burgeffes  in  their  town-hall.  This  at  leaft  feems  to 
have  been  the  cafe  in  that  corporation  to  which  Marius 
belonged,  and  to  have  given  occafion  to  our  author's 
raillery. 

not 
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A.u.  69«.  not  even  travel  the  Grecian  road  to  your  villa '. 
As  I  remember  you  once  deipifed  our  formi- 
dable gladiators  ",  I  cannot  fuppofc  you  would 

*  Perhaps  the  Grecian  road  might  be  much  out  of  re- 
pair, and  little  frequented  at  the  time  when  this  letter  was 
written  :  and  on  that  circumftance  Cicero,  it  is  poffible, 
jnay  have  founded  his  witticifm.  Among  the  many  in- 
ftances  of  Roman  magnificence,  that  of  their  public  roads 
is  particularly  obfervable.  They  were  formed  at  an  im- 
menfe  coft,  and  extended  to  a  great  diftance  from  all  fides 
of  the  city.  Llpfius  computes  the  Appian  way  at  350 
miles,  fome  part  of  which  Hill  remains  as  entire  as  when 
it  was  firft  made;  though  it  has  now  fubfjfted  above  1800 
years.  It  is  twelve  feet  broad,  and  chiefly  compofed  of 
blue  flones  about  a  foot  and  a  half  fquare.  Criminals  of  a 
lefs  atrocious  fort,  were  generally  employed  in  thofe  ufeful 
works :  and  perhaps  it  might  be  well  worthy  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  leglflature,  whether  punilhments  of  this  kind 
in  delinquencies  of  the  fame  nature,  might  not  in  all  re- 
fpedts  be  of  more  advantage  to  the  public,  than  that  which 
feems  to  have  fo  little  elled  in  reflraining  the  violences  that 
are  daily  committed  amongft  us.  L/'p/.  de  magnif.  Rom, 
BuvTtet'i  T'ra'v.  let.  iv.     Plin.  Epiji.  x.  33. 

*  Grsvius  fuppofes  (and  it  is  a  conjefture  extremely  pro- 
table)  that  this  alludes  to  fome  fervices  which  Cicero  had 
received  from  Marius,  in  defending  him  againft  the  out- 
rages of  Clodius's  mob. 

The  firft  Ihew  of  gladiators  exhibited  in  Rome,  was  given 
l>y  the  Bruti  in  honour  of  their  father's  obfequies  :  about 
200  years  before  the  date  of  this  letter.  Originally  the 
unhappy  wretches  who  were  expofed  in  this  manner,  were 
either  prifoners  taken  in  war,  or  public  criminals  :  but  in 
procefs  of  time  it  grew  into  a  profeflion,  and  there  were 
men  who  hired  themfelves  out  for  this  purpofe.  Atticus, 
who  feems  to  have  omitted  no  opportunity  of  improving 
his  nnances,  had  a  band  of  gladiators  which  he  let  out 
on  public  occafions,  to  thofe  who  were  not  rich  enough  to 
maintain  them  at  their  ov/n  expence.  The  paffion  for  thefe 
Combats  became  at  length  fo  immoderate,  that  it  was  ufual 
to  exhibit  matches  of  gladiators  at  their  private  entertain- 
ments :  and  not  or.ly  men  of  the  firft  quality,  but  even 
women   entered   thefe   lifts.      Reafon,    moft   undoubtedly, 

have 
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have  looked  with  lefs  contempt  on  our  athletic*  A.U.698. 
pcrfornners :  and  indeed  Pompey  himfelf  ac- 
knowledges, that  they  did  not  anfwer  the  pains 
and  expence  they  had  coft  him.  The  remainder 
of  our  diverfions  confiiled  in  combats  of  wild 
beafts  ',    which  were  exhibited  every  morning 

cannot  but  rife  up  againft  fpeflacles  of  this  fangulnary 
kind.  It  is  obfervable,  however,  that  they  were  not  intro- 
duced among  the  Romans  till  they  began  to  be  civilized  : 
"and  their  pafTion  for  thefe  cruel  combats  feems  to  have 
gathered  ftrengthin  proportion  as  their  manners,  in  all  other 
refpcfts,  became  more  refined.  There  is  indeed  a  won- 
derful difpofition  in  human  nature,  to  be  pleafed  with  fights 
of  horror :  which  even  the  moft  polite  nations,  in  their 
higheft  periods  of  improvement,  have  not  been  able  en- 
tirely to  Ibibdue.  A  very  ingenious  French  writer  imagines, 
that  if  we  did  not  profefs  a  religion  which  abfolutely  for- 
bids the  wanton  dellrudion  of  our  fpecies,  we  Ihould  foon 
convert  our  prize-fighters  into  gladiators,  and  be  as  fan- 
gulnary in  our  diverfions  as  the  Romans  themfelves,  Li'v, 
xxxix.  22.  Ad  Jit.  iv.  8.  Strab.  v.  p.  173.  Stat.  Sjlv.  i. 
6.  ver.  53.  Suet,  in  -vit.  Jul.  39.  Reflex,  fur  la pcef.  etfurla 
peint.  i.  i8. 

»  The  athletic  games  were  of  a  lefs  cruel  kind  than 
thofe  defcribed  in  the  preceding  note,  as  they  principally 
confiiled  of  running,  vvrelUing  and  boxing-matches.  It 
fometimes  happered  indeed  that  one  of  the  combatants  loft 
his  life  :  but  this  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  fport ; 
and  if  it  appeared  to  have  been  the  eJfeft  of  defign  in  his 
adverfary,  though  he  was  not  punifhed  with  death,  he  was 
punilhed  in  a  v>^ay  ftill  more  dreaded,  by  being  deprived 
of  the  crown  that  would  otherwife  have  been  due  to  his 
viftory.  Paufanias  mentions  an  athletic  combatant  who 
having  incurred  this  penalty,  was  fo  afFeded  by  the  dif- 
grace,  that  he  loft  his  fenfes. 

?  Beafts  of  the  wildeft  and  moft  uncommon  kinds  were 
fent  for  upon  thefe  occafions,  from  every  corner  of  the 
known  world  :  and  Dion  Cafilus  relates,  that  no  lefs  than 
too  lions  were  killed  at  thefe  hunting-matches  with  which 
rompey  entertained  the  people.     Dio,  Lib.  xxxix, 

and 
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A.U.6q8.  and  afternoon  during  five  days  fuccelTively  j  and 
it  mufl  be  owned,  they  were  magnificent.  Yet 
after  all,  what  entertainment  can  pofTibly  arife 
to  an  elegant  and  humanized  mind,  from  feeing 
a  noble  beaft  ftruck  to  the  heart  by  its  mercilefs 
hunter,  or  one  of  our  own  weak  fpecies  cruelly 
mangled,  by  an  animal  of  much  fuperiour 
flrength  ?  But  were  there  any  thing,  really  worth 
obferving  in  fpeftacles  of  this  favage  kind ; 
they  are  fpeftacles  extremely  familiar  to  you  ; 
and  thofe  I  am  fpeaking  of,  had  not  any  pecu- 
liar novelty  to  recommend  them.  The  lait  day's 
fport  was  compofed  entirely  of  elephants  :  which, 
tho'  they  made  the  common  people  flare  indeed, 
did  not  feem  however  to  afford  them  any  great 
fatisfaftion.  On  the  contrary,  the  terrible 
flaughter  of  thefe  poor  animals,  created  a  gene- 
ral commiferation  :  as  it  is  a  prevailing  notion, 
that  thefe  creatures  in  fome  degree  participate 
of  our  rational  faculties  '. 

That  you  may  not  imagine  I  had  the  happi- 
nefs  of  being  perfedtly  at  my  eafe  during  the 
whole  of  this  pompous  fellival  ;  I  mull  acquaint 

4  This  was  not  merely  a  vulgar  opinion,  but  entertained 
by  fome  of  the  learned  among  the  ancients,  as  appears 
from  the  laft  cited  hiftorian  :  who  likewife  takes  notice  how 
much  the  fpcftators  of  Pompey's  fhews  were  affedted  by  the? 
mournful  cries  of  thefe  poor  animals.     Dio,  Lib,  xxxix. 

you. 
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you,  that  while  the  people  were  amufing  them-  A.u.  69s. 
felves  at  the  plays,  I  was  almofl  killed  with  the 
fatigue  of  pleading  for  your  friend  Gallus  Ca- 
ninius.  Were  the  world  as  much  inclined  to 
favour  my  retreat,  as  they  Ihewed  themfelves  in 
the  cafe  of  ^^fopus  ;  believe  me,  I  would  for 
ever  renounce  my  art,  and  fpend  the  remainder 
*of  my  days  with  you  and  fome  others  of  the 
fame  philofophical  turn.  The  truth  of  it  is,  I 
began  to  grow  weary  of  this  employment,  even 
at  a  time  when  youth  and  ambition  prompted 
my  perfeverance :  and  I  will  add  too,  when  I 
was  at  full  liberty  to  exercife  it  in  defence  of 
thofe  only  whom  I  was  inclined  to  affifl.  But 
in  my  prefent  circumflances,  it  is  abfolute  fla- 
very.  For,  on  the  one  fide,  I  never  expe6t  to 
reap  any  advantage  from  my  labours  of  this 
kind ;  and  on  the  other,  in  compliance  with 
foUicitations  which  I  cannot  refufe,  I  am  fomer 
times  under  the  difagreeable  necefiity  of  appear- 
ing as  an  advocate  in  behalf  of  thofe,  v/ho  ill 
delerve  that  favour  at  my  hands  '.  For  thefe 
reafons  I  am  framing  every  pofTible  pretence  for 

*  Cicero  was  now  wholly  under  the  influence  of  Pom- 
pey  and  Cxfar  :  but  the  particular  in  fiances  of  his  unwor- 
thy fubmiflion  to  which  he  here  only  alludes,  are  mentioned 
more  fully  in  a  fublequent  letter  to  Lentulus,  and  will  be 
confidered  in  the  remarks  on  that  epiftle.  See  letter  17,  of 
tjiis  book,  remarks  5,  34  and  39. 

livino; 
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A.U.658.  living  hereafter  according  to  my  own  tafte  and 
fentiments :  as  I  highly  both  approve  and  ap- 
plaud that  retired  fcene  of  life  which  you  have 
fo  judicioufly  chofen.     I  am  fenfible  at  the  fame 
time,  that  this  is  the  reafon  you  fo  feldom  vifit 
Rome.     However  I  the  lefs  regret  that  you  do 
not  fee  it  oftener,  as  the  numberlefs  unpleafing 
occupations    in   which    I    am    engaged,    would 
prevent  me  from  enjoying  the  entertainment  of 
your  converfation,  or  giving  you  that  of  mine : 
if  mine,  indeed,    can  afford   you    any.     But  if 
ever    I   Ihould    be   fo    fortunate   as    to   difen- 
tangle   myfelf,    in  fome  degree  at  leaft,  (for  I 
am  contented  not  to  be  wholly  releafed)  from 
thefe  perplexing  embarraifments  j  I  will  under- 
take to  fhew  even  my  elegant  friend,  wherein 
the  trueft   refinements   of  life   conlifl.     In    the 
mean   while,    continue   to    take   care   of  your 
health,  that  you  may  be  able,  when  that  happy 
time  fliall  arrive,  to  accompany  me  in  my  litter 
to  my  feveral  villas. 

You  mull  impute  it  to  the  excels  of  my  friend- 
fhlp,  and  not  to  the  abundance  of  my  leifure, 
that  I  have  lengthened  this  letter  beyond  my 
ufual  extent.  It  was  merely  in  compliance  with 
a  requeft  in  one  of  yours,  where  you  intimate  a 
defire  that  I  would  compenfate  in  this  manner 
what  you  Igll  by  not  being  prefent  at  our  public 

diverfions. 
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diverfions.  I  fhall  be  cxtrernely  glad,  if  I  have  A.U.69S. 
fucceeded  i  if  not,  I  fhall  have  the  fatisfadion 
however  to  think,  that  you  will  for  the  future 
be  more  inclined  to  give  us  your  company  on 
thefe  occafions,  than  to  rely  on  my  letters  for 
your   amufement.     Farewel. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    VI. 

To  QuiNTus  Philippus  :  Proconful  *. 

TH  O'  I  am  too  well  convinced  of  your 
friendfhip  and  eiteem,  to  fufpeft  that  you 
are  unmindful  of  my  former  application  in  be- 
half of  my  friends  Oppius  and  Egnatius  j  yet  I 
cannot  forbear  again  recommending  their  joint 
affairs  to  your  prote6tion.  My  connexion  in- 
deed with  the  latter  is  of  fo  powerful  a  kind, 
that  I  could  not,  be  more  follicitous  for  my  own 
perfonal  concerns.  I  intreat  you  therefore  to 
give  him  proofs  of  my  enjoying  that  ihare  of 
your  affeftion,  which  I  perfuade  myfelf  I  pof- 

*  The  perfon  to  whom  this  letter  is  addreffed,  and  the 
time  when  it  was  written,  are  equally  unknown.  Pighius 
fuppofes  he  was  governor  of  Aiia,  in  the  year  of  Rome 
708.  But  in  this  inllance  the  ufual  accuracy  of  that  labo- 
rious annalift,  feems  to  have  failed  him.  For  it  appears  by 
a  letter  of  congratulation  which  Cicero  writes  to  Philippus 
upon  his  return  from  the  province,  that  he  muft  have  beea 
proconful  at  fome  period  previous  to  the  civil  war  :  Graiulor 
tibi  (fays  he)  quod  ex  pronjincia  /al'vum  fe  ad  tuos  recepijit 
incolumi/^wflet  Repuelica.  Epiji,  Famil,yX)X.  73.  See 
let.  22.  p.  210.  of  this  vol. 

fcfs  : 
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A.u.  69S.  fefs :    and  be   aflfured   you   cannot   fhew  me  a 
^'~*~'~'  more   agreeable    inflance   of  your    friendfhip. 
Farewel. 

LETTER    VII. 

To  Marcus  Licinius  Crassus'^. 

A.U".  699.  TAm  perfuaded  that  all  your  friends  have  in- 
A  formed  you,  of  the  zeal  with  which  I  lately 
both  defended  and  promoted  your  dignities ' : 

^  He  had  been  twice  conful  in  conjunftion  with  Pom- 
pey,  and  was  at  this  time  governor  of  Syria  :  to  which 
province  he  fucceeded  at  the  expiration  of  his  fecond  con- 
fulate,  the  year  preceding  the  date  of  this  letter.  He  was 
efteemed  among  the  confiderable  orators  of  his  age  :  but 
his  principal  diftindtion  feems  to  have  been,  his  immenfe 
wealth,  the  greateft  part  of  which  he  acquired  by  fharing 
in  the  confifcated  eftates  of  thofe  unhappy  vlftims  who 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  cruel  ambition  of  Sylla.  In  his  fird 
confulate  he  gave  a  general  treat  to  the  people  upon  ten 
thoufand  tables,  and  at  the  fame  time  diftributed  to  them 
a  largefs  of  three  months  provifion  of  corn.  Plut.  in  'uit. 
Crajji.    Dion  Caff,  xxxix. 

■'  Craffus  accepted  the  province  of  Syria,  merely  with  a 
defign  of  making  war  upon  the  Parthians  :  for  which  how- 
ever there  was  no  other  pretence,  than  what  his  boundlefs 
avarice  and  ambition  fuggefted.  Accordingly,  fome  of  the 
tribunes  endeavoured  to  obftruft  his  levies  for  this  expedi- 
tion :  and  when  that  attempt  failed,  Ateius,  one  of  their 
number,  had  recourfe  to  certain  fuperflicious  ceremonies  of 
their  religion,  and  devoted  him  in  form  to  deltrudtion.  It 
was  a  general  perfuafion  that  none  ever  cfcaped  the  efFedl  of 
thofe  myfterious  execrations  :  and  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
the  event  happened  to  correfpond  with  this  popular  belief. 
For  CralTus,  together  with  his  army,  perifhed  in  this  enter- 
prize.  The  judicious  Manutiusconjeftu'-es,  that  after  Craf- 
fus  had  left  Rome  fome  motion  was  made  in  the  fenate  for 
recalling  him,  which  gave  occafion  to  Cicero's  fervices  and 

as 
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«s  indeed  it  was  too  warm  and  too  confpicuous  A.u.699. 
to  hav^e  been  pafied  over  in  fiience;  The  oppo- 
fition  I  met  With  from  the  conruls  *,  as  well  as 
From,  feveral  ethers  of  confular  rank,  was  the 
flrongell  I  ever  encountered  :  and  you  muft 
now  look  lipon  me  as  your  declared  advocate 
iipon  all  occafions,  where  your  glory  is  con- 
cerned. Thus  have  I  abundantly  compenfated 
for  the  intermiflion  of  thofe  good  offices,  which 
the  friendfhip  between  us  had  long  given  you  a 
right  to  claim  ;  but  which,  by  a  variety  of  acci--  ■ 
dents,  have  lately  been  fomewhat  interrupted. 
There  never  was  a  time,  believe  me,  when  I 
wanted  an  inclination  to  cultivate  your  eileem, 
or  promote  your  intereft.  Though,  it  mufb  be 
owned,  a  certain  fet  of  mien,  who  are  the  bane 
of  all  amicable  intercoiirfe,  and  who  envied  us 
the  mutual  honour  that  refulted  from  ours,  have 
lipon  fome  occafions  been  fo  unhappily  fuccefs- 
ful  as  to  create  a  coolnefs  betv/een  us  ^.     It  has 

to  the  prefent  letter.  This  fuppofition  however,  tho'  Indeed 
highly  probable,  is  not  fupported  by  any  of  the  hiftorians, 
Plut.  ini'it.  Cr'aJJi.  Dib  xxxix.    Fel.  Paterc.  ii.  46. 

^  The  confuls  of  this    Year  were  L.  Domitius  Aheno- 
barbus,  and  Appius  Claudius  Pulcher. 

9  How  efFe£lualIy  foever  Cicero  nmight  have  ferved 
CrafTus  upon  the  occafion  to  which  this  letter  relates  ;  it 
is  moft  certain  his  good  offices  did  not  proceed  from  a 
principle  of  friendlhip.  It  is  extremely  probable  indeed- 
that  his  fupporting  the  caufe  of  Craffus  in  the  fenate,  is  one" 
of  thofe  inllances  of  our  author's  fubjcftion,  of  which  he 
complains  in  the  preceding  letter  :  and  that  it  was  entirely 

Vol.  I,  K  hap- 
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A.u.  609.  happened  however,  (what  I  rather  wifhed  than 
expefted)  that  I  have  found  an  opportunity, 
even  when  your  affairs  were  in  the  moft  prof- 
perous  train,  of  giving  a  public  tellimony  by 
my  fervices  to  you,  that  I  always  moft  fin- 
cerely  preferved  the  remembrance  of  our  former 
amity.  The  truth  is,  I  have  approved  myfelf 
your  friend,  not  only  to  the  full  convi6lion  of 
your  family  in  particular,  but  of  all  Rome  in 
general.  In  confequcnce  of  which,  that  moft  va- 
luable of  women,  your  excellent  wife  ',  together 

in  compliance  with  the  inclinations  of  Cjefar   and  Pompey, 
with   whom   Craffus    was   now    united.     The  coolnefs  here 
mentioned    feems  to   have   fubiifted  ever  fince  the  aftair  of 
Catiline:  in   whofe   confpiracy,  as  one  of  the  witnefTes  ex- 
amined upon  that  occafion  depofed,  CralTus  was  concerned. 
There  were  few  indeed  who  gave  credit  to  this  evidence  : 
and  the  fcuate,  upon   the  motion  of  Cicero,  voted  it  falfe 
■  and  malicious.     CrafTus  neverthelefs  affured  Saluft,  (as  that 
hiftorian  declarci)  that   this  affront  was  thrown   upon  him 
by   the   artifices   of  Cicero   himfelf.     But  whether  CraiTus 
had  any  juft  ground  for  this  fufpicion,  or  whether  it  was 
fuggelled  CO  him  by  the  falfe  infinuations  of  thofe  to  whom 
Cicero  here   alludes,  is  a  queflion  by  no  means  capable  of 
being    determined   by  any  circumitance  in  the   hiftory  or 
character  of  the   twQ  men.     It  is  certain   that   Craffus  from 
this    tijne   conceived  a    Itrong  and   lailing   averfion  to  our 
author  :  as  on  the  other  hand,  that  Cicero  after  the  death 
of  CrafTus  publifhed  an  oration  in  which  he  exprefly  charged 
him  with    being  engaged  in  this  confpiracy.     However   a 
formal   reconciliation  had  lately  paffed  between  them  :  and 
when  Crafl'us  fet  out  for  his  eallern  expedition,  they  parted 
with  all  the    exterior    niarics   of  a  fiucere  friendfhip.     Ad 
fdti./vf.  13.   Saluji  Bel.  Cat.  49.     Plut.  in  -vit-  CraJJi,     Epiji, 
Fan.  i.  g. 

'  This  lady's  name  was  Tertulla:  and  if  Suetonius  may 
be  credited,  (he  was  better  acquainted  with  fome  of  Cacfar's 
talents  than  was  altogether  confiltent  with  her  being  (what 

with 
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with  thofe  illuftrious  models  of  virtue  and  filial  a.u.  699. 
piety,   your  two  amiable   Tons,  have    perpetual 
recourfe   to   my  afTiltance  and   advice :  and  the 
whole  world   is    fenfible,   that  no   one  is   more 
zcaloudy  difpofed  to  ferve  you  than  myfelf. 

Your  family-correfpondents  have  infonned 
you,  I  imagine,  of  what  has  hitherto  palled  in 
your  affair,  as  well  as  of  what  is  at  prelent  in 
agitation.  As  for  myfelf,  I  intreat  you  to  do 
me  the  jliftice  to  believe,  that  it  was  not  any 
fudden  llart  of  inclination,  which  difpofed  me 
to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  vindicating  your 
honour  :  on  the  contrary,  it  was  my  ambition 
from  the  firil  moment  I  entered  the  Forum,  to 
be  ranked  in  the  number  of  your  friends  "". 
I  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  refled:,  that  I  have 
never,  from  that  tim.e  to  this  hour,  failed  in 
the  highefb  fentiments  of  efteem  for  you  :  and 
I  doubt  not  you  have  always  retained  the  fame 
afFe(5lionate  regard  towards  me.  If  the  effects 
of  this  mutual  difpofition  have  been  inter- 
rupted by  any  little  fuipicions,  (for  fufpicions 
only,  I  am  fure,  they  were)  be  the  remembrance 

Cicero  here  calls  her)  the  moji  valuahk  of  all  ivcmsn.  Suef. 
in  y.  Cdef.  50. 

^  CraifTu^  was  almoft  ten  years  older  than  Cicero ;  fo 
that  when  the  latter  firft  appeared  at  the  bar,  the  for- 
mer had  already  eftablifhed  ii  charr.iter  bv  his  oratorical 
abilities. 
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A.U.699.  of  them  for  ever  blotted  out  of  our  hearts.  I 
am  perfuaded  indeed  from  thofe  virtues  which 
form  your  charader,  and  from  thofe  which  I 
am  defirous  Ihould  diftinguifli  miyie^  that  our 
friendly  union  in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  can- 
not but  be  attended  with  equal  honour  to  us 
both.  What  inftances  you  may  be  willing  to 
give  me  of  your  efteem,  mull  be  left  to  your 
own  determination :  but  they  will  be  fuch,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  as  may  tend  moft  to  advance  my 
dignities.  For  my  own  part,  1  faithfully  pro- 
mife  the  utmoft  exertion  of  my  beft  fervices,  in 
every  article  wherein  I  can  contribute  to  encreafe 
yours.  Many,  I  know,  will  be  my  rivals  in 
thefe  amicable  offices :  but  it  is  a  contention  in 
which  all  the  world,  I  queflion  not,  and  par- 
ticularly your  two  fons,  will  acknowledge  my 
fuperiority.  Be  alTured,  I  love  them  both  in  a 
very  uncommon  degree  j  tho'  I  will  own,  that 
Publius  ^  is  my    favourite.     From  his   infancy 

*  V/hatever  fincerlty  might  be  wanting  in  our  author's 
profeffions  of  friendfhip  to  the  father  ;  it  is  certain  he  had 
a  very  unfeigned  affeftion  for  the  fon  :  as  indeed  Cicero 
had  been  greatly  obliged  to  his  2xalous  fervices  when  he 
was  perfecuted  by  Clodius.  Soon  after  this  letter  was 
written^  Publius  followed  his  father  with  a  body  of  Gal- 
lic "cavalry  into  Parthia,  where  he  behaved  with  uncom- 
mon bravery  :  but  perifhcd  in  that  unfortunate  expedition. 
He  fell,  not  indeed  by  the  enemy,  but  by  the  hand  of  one 
of  his  attendants :  who  ftabbed  him  by  his  own  orders,  as 
fcorning  to  furvive  fo  fhameful  a  defeat.  C/cr  in  Brut.  Plut. 
in  vif.  Crajji. 

'  9  indeed,. 
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indeedj   he  difcovered  a  fingular  regard  to  me  :  A.u.699- 
as  he  particularly  diftinguifhes  me  at  this  time 
with  ail    the  marks   even    of  filial    refpect  and 
affedtion. 

Let  me  defire  you  to  confidcr  this  letter,  not 
as  a  ftrain  of  unmeaning  compliment,  but  as 
a  facred  and  folem.n  covenant  of  friendfhip, 
which  I  fnall  mod  fincerely  and  religioufly 
obferve  '^.  I  fhall  now  perfevere  in  being  the 
advocate  of  your  honours,  not  only  from  a 
motive  of  affection,  but  from  a  principle  of 
conftancy  :  and  without  any  application  on  your 
part,  you  may  depend  on  my  embracing  every 
opportunity,  wherein  I  fnall  think^  my  fervices 
may  prove  agreeable  to  your  intereft,  or  your 
inclinations.     Can    you    once   doubt  then,  that 

*  It  has  been  afTerted  in  thefe  remarks,  that  Cicero 
a£ied  a  counterfeit  part  in. his  profefiions  of  friendfhip  to 
CrafTus  :  but  as  he  here  very  ftrongly  affirms  the  contrary, 
it  will  be  proper  to  produce  the  evidence.  This  indeed  is 
•  Cicero  himfelf :  who  in  a  letter  to  Atticus  written  not  long 
before  the  prefent,  and  wherein  he  gives  an  account  of 
the  departure  of  Crr-fTus  for  his  Parthian  expedition,  fpeaks 
of  him  in  a  ftyle  utterly  irreconcileable  with  the  fenti- 
ments  he  here  profefTes,  and  in  terms  of  the  utmoil:  con- 
tempt. CraJJitm  nojlrum,  fays  he,  minore  digJiitate  aiiint  pro- 
fs Slum  paludatiim,  quam  olim  —  L.  Panlum.  O  hominem 
rJEQUAM  1  It  mufl:  be  owned  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  is 
highly  probable  the  heart  of  CrafTus  was  as  little  concerned 
in  their  pretended  reconcilement  as  that  of  Cicero:  for 
Craflus  generallv  regulated  his  attachments  by  his  intereft, 
and  was  no  farther  a  friend  or  an  enemy  than  as^  it  fuited 
with  his  .avarice  and  ambition.  Ad.  Att.  iv.  13.  Plut.  in 
ifiit.  GraJJi. 

K  3  .any 
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A.u.  699.  any  reqiiefl  to  me  for  this  purpofe,  either  by 
yourfelf  or  your  family,  will  meet  with  a  moft 
pun6lual  obfervance  ?  I  hope  therefore  you  will 
not  fcruple  to  employ  me  in  all  your  concerns, 
of  what  nature  or  importance  foever,  as  one 
who  is  moft  faithfully  your  friend :  and  that 
you  will  direcl  your  family  to  apply  to  me  in 
all  their  affiiirs  of  every  kind,  whether  relating 
to  you  or  to  themfelves,  to  their  friends  or 
their  dependents.  And  be  affured,  I  Hiall  fpare 
no  pains  to  render  your  abfence  as  little  uneafy 
to  them  as  pofllble.      Farewel. 

LETTER    VIII. 
To  Julius  C^sar  \ 

I  Am  going  to  give  yoq  an  inflance  how 
much  I  rely  upon  your  affectionate  fervices, 
not  only  towards  myfelf,  but  in  favour  alfo  of 
my  friends.  It  was  my  intention,  if  I  had 
gone  abroad  in  any  foreign  employment,  that 
Trcbatius  ^  iliould  have  accompanied  me  :  and 
he  would  not  have  returned  without  receiving 
the  higheft    and  moft  advantageous  honours  I 

'  Cxfar  was  at  this  time  in  Gaul,  preparing  for  his  firft, 
expedition  into  Britain  :  which,  as  Tacitus  obferves,  he 
rather  difcovcred  than  conquered. 

*  Sec  an  account  of  him  in  the  following  letter. 

8  fhould 
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fiiould  have  been  able  to  have  conferred  upon  A.u.699. 
him.  But  as  Pompey,  I  find,  defers  fetting 
out  upon  his  commifilon  longer  than  I  ima- 
gined '  ;  and  I  am  apprehcniive  likewife  that  the 
doubts  you  know  I  entertain  in  regard  to  my 
attending  him,  may  poflibly  prevent,  as  they 
will  certainly  at  leafl  delay,  my  journey  i  I  take 
the  liberty  to  refer  Trebatius  to  your  good  of- 
ficeSj  for  thofe  benefits  he  expected  to  have  re- 
ceived from  mine.  I  have  ventured  indeed  to 
promife,  that  he  will  find  yoq  full  as  well-dif- 
pofed  to  advance  his  intereft,  as  I  have  always 
aflured  him  he  would  find  me  :  and  a  very  ex- 
traordinary circumftance  occurred,  w^Iiich  feemed 
to  confirm*  this  opinion  I  entertained  of  your 
generofity.  For  in  the  very  inftant  I  v/as  talk- 
ing with  Balbus  upon  this  fubjed,  your  letter 
was  delivered  to  me  :  in  the  clofe  of  which  you 
pleafantly  tell  me,  that  "  in  compliance  with 
"  my  requeft,  you  will  make  Orfius  king  of 
*'  Gaul,   or   afTign   him  over  to  Lepta,  and  ad- 

'  A  law  had  lately  pafTed,  by  which  Pompey  was  in- 
vefled  with  the  government  of  Spain  during  five  years : 
and  it  was  upon  this  occafion  that  Cicero  had  thoughts  of 
attending  him  as  his  lieutenant.  Pompey  however,  inltead 
pf  going  to  his  province,  chofe  to  continue  in  Italy  ;  tho' 
he  Teems  to  have  amufed  Cicero  with  a  notion  of  his  in- 
tending the  contrary.  For  it  appears  by  a  letter  to  Atticus 
written  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  that  our  author 
had  fixed  the  day  for  his  departure.  Plut.  in  njit.  Pomp. 
44'  ^tt.  iv.  18. 

K  4  "  vancc 


\ 
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A.U.699.  '■f  vance  any  other  perfon  whom  I  fnould  be  in- 
"  clined  to  recommend."  This  had  lb  remark- 
able a  coincidence  with  our  difcGurfs;,  that  it 
ftruck  both  Baibus  and  myfelf,  as  a  fort  of  a 
happy  omen  that  had  fomething  in  it  more 
than  accidental  ^  As  it  was  mv  iritentioq, 
therefore,  before  I  received  your  letter,  to  have 
tranfmitted  Trebatius^  to  you ;  fo  I  now  con- 
fign  him  to  your  patronage  as  upon  your  own 
invitation.  Receive  him  then,  my  dear  Ccefar^ 
with  your  ufual  generohtyj  and  diilinguifli  him 
with    every   honour   that    my  folicitations  can 

^  Among  the  various  kinds  of  omens  obferved  with 
much  fupeilUtipn  by  the  Roman*,  that  of  words  happening 
to  coincide  with  any  particular  fubjedl  under  coniideration, 
was  efteemed  of  fingular  regard.  A  remarlcable  inflance 
of  this  fort,  is  recorded  by  Livy.  After  the  burning  of 
Rome  by  the  Gauls,  it  was  debated  whether  the  capital 
city  (hould  not  be  removed  into  the  country  of  the  Veii. 
This  point  was  long  and  warmly  difcqfled,  till  at  length 
the  queftion  was  decided  by  an  officer  of  the  guards  who 
accidentally  pafiing  by  the  fenate-houfe  with  his  company, 
galled  out  to  the  enfign,  SignJ/er,  Jiatue  Jtgnum  :  hie  mane- 
b'lKiis  optime.  Thefe  words  being  heard  by  the  fathers 
in  cpuncil,  were  confidered  as  a  divine  intimation  :  and 
it  was  immediately  and  unanimoufiy  agreed  to  rebuild  the 
city  on  its  former  fite.  Ca^far,  of  all  the  Roman  hiftorians, 
has  moll  avoided  the  marvellous  of  this  kind  :  and  it  is  ob- 
■  fcr-;;iLle,  that  he  does  not  mention  a  fmgle  prodigy  through- 
cut  his  whole  Commentaries,  except  in  his  relation  of  the 
.ba,ttTe  of  Pharfalia.  Upon  that  occafion  indeed  he  very 
artfully  falls  in  with  this  popular  fupeiilition,  and  gives  an 
account  of  many  predidlive  intimations  of  that  day's  im- 
portant event.     And   nothing,  in  truui,  could  be  more  to 


nis  purpofe.  than   this  indired   manner  of  perfuading  his 
^un'ti'yn^eh,  thstthe  QHd^  were  parties  in  this  Caufc.    Liv. 

induce 


COU 
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induce  you  to"  confer.     I   do    not  recommend  A.u. 599. 
him  in  the  manner  you  fo  juftly  rallied,  when 
r  wrote  to  you  in  favour  of  Orfius  :  but  I  will 
take  upon  m.e   to   affure  you,    in  true  Roman 
fmcerity,  that  there  lives  not  a  man  of  greater 
modefly  and  m.erit.     I  muil  not  forget  to  men- 
tion  alfo   (what    indeed    is   his     diflinguifhing 
qualification)    that  he    is   eminently  fkilled  in 
the   laws  of   his    country",     and  happy    in  an 
uncommon  fcrength  of   memory.      I  will    not 
point  out  any  particular  piece   of  preferment, 
which    I   wiHi    you   to    beftow    upon    him :    I 
will  only  in  general   intreat  you  to  admit  him 
into   a  Ihare    of   your   friendfliip.      Neverthe- 
iefs,  if  you   fhould   think   proper  to  diflinguifh 
him  with  the  tribunate  or  prefecture  ',  or  any 
pther  little  honours  cf  that  nature ;  I  fhall  have 

9  The  proieffion  of  tne  law  wns  held  among  the  Romans, 
"as  "it  is  with  us,  in  great  cfleem  :  but  this  body  of  men 
feem  in  general  to  have  afted  rather  in  the  nature  of  our 
chamber-counfel,  than  as  advocates  at  the  bar.  The  lattej 
■was  properly  the  province  of  thofe  whom  they  called  their 
craters:  and  for  which  every  man  of  good  fcnfe,  a  ready 
utterance,  and  a  general  knowledge  of  the  coniHtutions  of 
his  country,  was  thought  qualified.  Cic.  de  off,  ii.  19. 
de  Orat.  55,  &c. 

'  The  military  tribunes  were  next  in  rank  to  the  lieute- 
nJtnts  or  commanders  in  chief  under  the  general ;  as  the 
prtrfeSlus  legionis  was  the  mcft  honourable  poft  in  the  Roman 
armies  after  that  of  the  military  tribunes.  The  bufinefs  of 
the  former  was,  among  other  articles,  to  decide  all  contro- 
yerfies  that  arofe  among  the  foldiers ;  and  that  of  the  latter 
was  to  carry  the  chief  ilandard  of  the  Legion. 

no 
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A.U.699.  no  manner  of  objedion.  In  good  earneft,  I 
intirely  rcfign  him  out  of  my  hands  into  yours, 
which  never  were  lifped  up  in  battle,  or  pledged, 
in  friendlhip,  without  effed,— But  I  fear  I  have 
prefled  you  farther  upon  this  occafion  than  was 
neceflary  :  however  I  know  you  will  excufe  my 
warmth  in  the  caufe  of  a  friend.  Take  care 
of  your  health,  and  continue  tq  love  n\c, 
]Parewel, 


LETTER      IX. 
To    Trebatius*. 

I  Never  write  to  C^far  or  Balbus,  without 
taking  occafion  to  mention  you  in  the  ad-r 
vantageous  terms  you  deferve :  and  this  in  a 
ftyle  that  evidently  diftinguifhes  me  for  your 
fincere  well-wifher.     1  hope  therefore,  you  will 

"^  This  is  the- fame  perfpn  in  yvhofe  behalf  the  foregoing 
letter  to  Caefar  is  written,  and  which  feems  to  have  had  fo 
good  ian  effeft.  that  we  find  him  mentioned  by  Suetonius 
as  in  the  number  of  Caefar's  particular  favourites.  He  ap- 
pears in  this  earlier  part  of  his  life  to  have  been  of  a  more 
gay  and  indolent  difpofition  than  is  confiflenc  with  making 
a  hg'MC  in  bufinefs;  but  he  afterwards  however,  became  a 
very  celebrated  lawyer  :  and  one  of  the  moll  agreeable  f^- 
tircs  of  Horace  is  addrefied  to  him  under  that  honourably 
charader.  If  the  Englifh  reader  is  defirous  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  fpirit  of  that  performance,  he  will  find  it 
prcferved,  and  even  improved,  among  Mr.  Pope's  excellent 
imitations  of  Horace.  Suet,  in  vit.  Jul.  Ctr/ar.  Hor.  Sat. 
ji.  I.     Papers pco.ts.  I'eL  ii.  p.  109. 

check 
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check  this  idle  paflion  for  the  elegancies  of  A.Jj.Ce,^. 
Rome,  and  refoliitely  perfevepe  in  the  piirpofe 
of  your  journey,  till  your  merit  and  affiduity 
fhall  have  obtained  the  defired  effed.  In  the 
mean  time,  your  friends  here  will  excufe  your 
abfence,  no  lefs  than  the  ladies  of  Corinth  did 
that  of  Medea  in  the  play  ',  when  Ihc  artfully 
perfuades  them  not  to  impute  it  to  her  as  a 
crime,  that  fhe  had  forfaken  her  country  :  For, 
as  fhe  tells  them. 

There  are  who  diji  ant  from  their  native  foil. 
Still  for  their  own  and  country's  glory  toil : 
While  fomCy  fajl-rooted  to  their  parcnt-fpot. 
In  life  art  ufelefs^  and  in  death  forgot. 

In  this  laft  inglorious  clafs  you  would  mofl:  cer- 
tainly have  been  numbered,  had  not  your  friends 
all  confpired  in  forcing  you  from  Rome. — But 
more  of  this  another  time  :  in  the  mean  while 
let  me  advife  you,  who  know  fo  well  how  to 
manage  fecurities   for  others,  to  fecure  yourfelf 


?  Medea  being  enamoured  of  Jafon,  aflifted  him  in  ob- 
taining the  golden  fleece,  and  then  fled  with  him  from  her 
father's  court.  He  afterwards  however  deferted  her  for 
Creufa  the  daughter  of  Creon  king  of  Corinth,  whom 
Medea  dellroyed  by  certain  magical  arts.  Ennius,  a  Ro- 
man poet  who  fiouriihed  about  a  century  before  the  date  of 
this  letter,  formed  a  play  upon  this  Itory ;  ffom  wiiich  per- 
formance the  following  lines  are  (Quoted, 

from 
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A.u.  699.  from  the  Britilh  charioteers  \  And  fince  I 
have  been  playing  the  Medeaj  let  me  make  my 
exit  with  the  following  lines  of  the  fam.e  tra- 
gedy, which  are  well  worth  yoyr  confcant  re- 
membrance : 

His  wifdom,  fure^  on  folly's  confines  lieSy 
WhOi  wife  for  others,  for  himfelf's  unwife, 

Farewel. 

LETTER      X. 
To  the  Same. 

I  Take  all  opportunities  of  writing  in  you? 
favour :  and  I  ihall  be  glad  you  would 
let  me  know  with-  >v'hat  fuccefs.  My  chief 
reliance  is  on  Balbus :  in  my  letters  to  whom 
I  frequently  and  warmly  recommend  your 
interefl.  But  why  do  you  net  let  me  hear 
from  you  every  time  my  brother  difpatches  a 
courier  ? 

I  am  informed  there  is  neither  gold  nor  filver 
in  all  Britain  ^     If  that  fliould  be  the  cafe,  I 

*  The  armies  of  the  ancient  Britons  were  partly  com- 
pofed  of  troops  who  fought  in  open  chariots  ;  to  the  axle- 
trees  of  which  were  fixed  a  kind  of  Hiort  fcythe.  Co'f.  ds 
hell.  Gall.  iv.  29.  Sir  Willican  Temple's  introdutiion  to  the 
Hijl.  of  EnglaJid. 

'  A  notion  had  prevailed  among  the  Romans,  that  Britain 
abounded  in  gold  and  filver  mines  :    and  this  report,  it  is 

would 
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would  advife  you   to  feize  one  of  the  enemy's  A.u.  699. 
military  cars,  and  drive  back    to  us   with   all 
expedition.     But  if  you  think  you  fhall  be  able 
to  make  your  fortune  v/ithout  the  afliftance  of 
Britilh  fpoils ;   by  all  means  eftablifli  yourfelf  in 
Caefar's  friendfhip.     To    be  feriousj    both  my 
brother  and  Balbus  will  be  of  great  fervice  to 
you    for   that  purpofe  :    but,  believe  me,  your 
own  merit  and  afliduity  will  prove  your  befl  re- 
probable,  firfl:  fiiggefted  to  Casfar  the  defign  of  conquering 
our  ifland.     It  was   foon    difcovered   however,   that   thele 
fources  of  wealth  exifted  only  in  their  own   imaginations : 
and  all  their  hopes  of  plunder  ended  in  the  little  advan- 
tage they  could  make  by  the  fale  of  their  prifoners.       Ci- 
cero taking  notice  of  this  circumftancc  to  Atticus,  ridicules 
the  poverty  and  ignorance  of  our   Britifh  anceftors ;   which 
gives  occafion    to   the  ingenious    hiftorian    of  his    life    to 
break  out  into  the  following  pertinent  and  ufeful  obferva- 
tions  :    "   From  their  railleries  of  this  kind  (fays  Dr.  Mid- 
•*  dleton)   one  cannot  help  reflcdling  on  the  furprifing  fate 
"  and    revolutions  of   kingdoms  :    how   Rome,    once    the 
"  miftrefs  of  the  world,  the  feat  of  arts,  empire  and  glory, 
*'  now   lies   funk  in  floth,    ignorance,  and  poverty  ;    en- 
"  flaved  to  the  molt  cruel  as  well  as  to  the  moll  contemp- 
"  tible  of   tyrants,    fuperltition  and  religious   impoflure : 
*'  while  this  remote  country,  anciently  the  jefl  and  contempt 
*•  of  the  polite   Romans,  is   become  the  happy  feat  of  li- 
"   bcrty,   plenty  and  letters,  flouriihing  in  all  the  arts  and 
♦'  refinement!!  of  civil  life ;  yet  running  perhaps  the  fame 
"  courfe,  which  Rome  itfelf  had  run  before  it ;  from  vir- 
"  tuous  indiillry  to  wealth  ;    from  wealth  to  luxury  ;  from 
'•  luxury  to  an  irr.patience  of  difcipline  and  corruption  of 
"  morals ;  till   by   a  total   degeneracy  and  lofs  of  virtue, 
*'  being  grown  ripe  for  deftruclion,  it  falls  a  prey  at  lafl  to 
"  fome  hardy  opprefibr,    and,    with    the  lols  of  liberty,. 
"  lofing  every  thing  elfe  that  is  valuable,  finks  gradually 
"  again  into  its  original  barbarifm."     A4  Att.  iv.   Life  of 
Ck.  ii.  102.  ,  .  "       ; 

commen- 


142  "Tut    L  E  f  T  6  R  S      Book  II. 

A.u.6(j9.  commendation.  You  have  every  favourable  cir- 
cumftance  indeed  for  your^  advancement,  that 
can  be  wifhed.  On  the  one  hand,  you  are  iri 
the  prime  and  vigour  of  your  years  ;  as  on  the 
other,  you  are  ferving  under  a  commander  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  the  generofity  of  his  difpofitioh, 
and  to  whom  you  have  beeft  recommended  in 
the  flrongeft  terms.  In  a  word,  there  is  not 
the  leaft  fear  of  your  fuccefs,  if  your  own  con-^ 
currence  be  not  wanting.     Farewel. 


LETTER      XI. 

To  the  Same. 

I  Have  received  a  very  obliging  letter  from 
Ca-far,  wherein  he  tells  me,  that  tho'  his 
numberlefs  occupations  have  hitherto  prevented 
him  from  feeing  you  fo  often  as  he  wiflies, 
he  will  certainly  find  an  opportunity  of  being 
better  acquainted  with  you.  I  have  affured 
him  in  return,  how  extremely  acceptable  his 
generous  fervices  to  you,  would  prove  to  my- 
felf.  But  furely  you  are  much  too  precipitate 
in  your  determinations :  and  I  could  not  but 
wonder  that  you  ihould  have  refufed  the  ad- 
vantages  of  a  tribune's  comipilTion,  efpecially 
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as  you  might  have  been  excufed,  it  feems,  A.u.  699. 
from  the  funftions  of  that  poll.  If  you  con- 
tinue to  aft  thus  indifcreetly,  I  fliall  certainly 
exhibit  an  information  againll  you  to  your  friends 
Vacerra  and  Manilius.  I  dare  not  venture 
however,  to  lay  the  cafe  before  Cornelius:  for 
as  you  profefs  to  have  learned  all  your  wifdom 
from  his  inltruftions ;  to  arraign  the  pupil  of 
imprudence,  would  be  a  tacit  refledion,  you 
know,  upon  the  tutor.  But  in  good  earneft, 
I  conjure  you  not  tQ  lofe  the  faireft  opportunity 
of  making  your  fortune,  that  probably  will  ever 
fall  again  in  your  way. 

1  frequently  recommend  your  interefls  to 
Precianus,  whom  you  mention ;  and  he  writes 
me  word  that  he  has  done  you  fome  good  of- 
fices. Let  me  know  of  what  kind  they  are.  I 
cxpeft  a  letter  upon  your  arrival  in  Britain. 
Farewel. 


LET- 


144  The    LETTERS       Book  IL 

LETTER      XIL 

To  the  Same. 

A.u.  699.  Y  Have  made  your  acknowledgments  to  my 
A  brother,  in  purfuance  of  your  requeft :  and 
am  glad  to  have  an  occafion  of  applauding  yoii 
for  being:  fixed  at  lafi:  in  fome  fettled  refolution. 
The  flyle  of  your  former  letters,  I  will  own,' 
gave  me  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs.  And  allow 
me  to  fay,  that  in  fome  of  them  you  difcovered 
an  impatience  to  return  to  the  polite  refinements 
of  Rome,  which  had  the  appearance  of  much 
levity :  that  in  fome  I  regretted  your  indolence,' 
and  in  others,  your  timidity.  They  frequently 
iikewife  gave  me  occafion  to  think,  that  you 
were  not  altogether  fo  reafonable  in  your  expec- 
tations, as  is  agreeable  to  your  ufual  modefly. 
One  would  have  imagined,  indeed,  you  had 
carried  a  bill  of  exchange  upon  C^efar,  inftead 
of  a  letter  of  recommendation  i  for  you  feemed 
to  think  you  had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to 
receive  your  money  and  haften  home  again.  But 
money,  my  friend,  is  not  fo  eafily  acquired  : 
and  I  could  name  fome  of  our  acquaintance  who 
have  been  oblio-ed  to  travel  as  far  as  Alexandria 
in  purfuit  of  it,  without  having  yet  been  able  to 

obtain. 
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obtain  even  their  juil  demands''.  If  my  incM-  A.u. 659. 
nations  were  governed  folely  by  my/intereft,  I 
ihould  certainly  choofe  to  have  you  here :  as 
nothing  affords  me  more  pleafure  than  your 
company,  or  more  advantage  than  your  advice 
and  ailiilance;  But  as  you  fought  my  friend- 
fliip  and  patronage  from  your  earlieft  youth ;  I 
always  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me-  to  a6t 
with  a  difinterefted  viev/  to  your  -welfare :  and 
not  only  to  give  you  my  prote61:ion^  but  to  ad- 
vance, by  every  means  in  my  power,  both  your 
fortunes  and  your  dignities.  In  confequence  of 
which  I  dare  fay  you  have  not  forgotten  thofe 
unfollicited  offers  I  made  you,  when  I  had 
thoughts  or  being  employed  abroad".  I  na 
fooner  gave  up  my  intentions  of  this  kind>  and 
perceived  that  Casllir  treated  me  with  great  dif- 
tinftion  and  friendlliipi  than  I  recommended 
yoii  in  the  ftrongefb  and  warmeft  terms  to  his 
favour;  perfe6lly  w^eil  knowing  the  lingular 
probity  and  benevolence  of  his  heart.  Accord- 
ingly h.6  fhewed,  not  only  by  his  letters  to  me, 
but  by  his  conduct  towards  you.,  the  great  regard 
he  paid  to  m.y  recommendation.     If  you  have 

^  This  alludes  to  thofe  who  fupplied  Ptolemy  with  money 
ivhen  he  was  folliciting:  his  affairs  in  Rome:  an  acccunt  of 
which  has  already  been  given  in  the  notes  on  the  foregoing 
book.     See  rem.  2.  p.  51.  of  this  vol, 

'  See  rem.  7.  p.  135.  of  this  vol. 

Vol.  I.  L  any 
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A.U.699.  any  opinion  therefore  of  my  judgment,  or 
imagine  that  I  fmcerely  wifh  you  well  ;  let 
me  perfuade  you  to  continue  with  him.  And 
notwithflanding  you  fhould  meet  with  fome 
things  to  difguft  you  i  as  bufinefs,  perhaps,  or 
other  obftruclions  may  render  him  lefs  expedi- 
tious in  gratifying  your  views  than  you  had 
reafon  to  expedb ;  ftill  however  perfevere :  and 
trufl  me,  you  will  find  it  prove  in  the  end 
both  for  your  intereft  and  your  honour.  To 
exhort  you  any  farther,  might  look  like  imper- 
tinence :  let  me  only  remind  you,  that  if  you 
lofe  this  opportunity  of  improving  your  fortunes^ 
you  will  never  meet  again  with  fo  generous  a 
patron,  fo  rich  a  province,  or  fo  convenient  a 
feafon  for  this  purpofe.  And  (to  exprefs  my- 
felf  in  the  ftyle  of  you  lawyers)  Cornelius  has 
given  his  opinion  to  the  fame  efFe6t. 

I  am  glad  for  my  fake,  as  well  as  yours,  that 
you  did  not  attend  Cjcfar  into  Britain  :  as  it 
has  not  only  faved  you  the  fatigue  of  a  very 
difagreeable  expedition,  but  me  likewife  that  of 
being  the  perpetual  auditor  of  your  wonderful 
exploits.  —  Let  me  know  in  what  part  of  the 
world  you  are  likely  to  take  up  your  winter- 
quarters,  and  in  what  poft  you  are,  or  expeft  to 
be,  employed.     Farewel. 

LET- 
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LETTER      XIIL 

To  the  Same. 

IT  is  a  corifiderable  time  fince  I  have  heard  A.V.s^^: 
any  thing  from  you.  As  for  myfelf,  if  I 
have  not  written  thefe  three  months,  it  was 
becaufe,  after  you  v?ere  feparated  from  my  bro- 
therj  I  neither  knew  where  to  addrefs  my  let- 
ters, nor  by  what  hand  to  convey  them.  I 
much  wifh  to  be  informed  how  your  affairs  go 
on,  and  in  what  part  of  the  world  your  winter- 
quarters  are  likely  to  be  fixed.  I  fnould  be 
glad  they  might  be  with  Csefar :  but,  as  I 
would  not  venture  in  his  prefent  affliftion  ^  t6 
trouble  him  with  a  letter,  I  have  written  upon 
that  fubjecl  to  Balbus.  In  the  mean  while,  let 
me  intreat  yoii  net  to  be  wanting  to  yourfelf : 

^  Caifar  abo'at  th?s  time  loft  his  daughter  Julia,  who 
died  in  child-bed.  She  was  married  to  Pompey,  who 
was  To  paffionately  fond  of  her,  that  fhe  feeir.s,  during 
the  fhorc  time  they  lived  together,  to  have  taken  entire 
pofTeffion  of  his  whole  heart,  and  to  have  turned  all  his 
ambition  into  the  fingle  defire  of  appearing  a,miable  in 
her  eye.  The  death  of  this  young  lady  proved  a  public 
calarriity^  as  it  diffolved  the  only  forcible  bond  of  onion 
between  her  father  and  her  hufband,  and  haftetied  tjiat  rup- 
f  ure  which  ended  in  the  deftruction  of  the  commonwealth. 
It  is  in  allufion  to  this,  that  the  elegant  Paterculus  calls 
her,  medium  male  coharentis  inter  Pompeium  et  Cafarcm  con- 
dor dite  pignut.     Plut,  in  fit.  Pomp,   et  drfar,      Vel.  Pater c. 

»♦  47-  - 
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and  for  my  own  part,  I  am  contented  to  give 
up  fo  much  more  of  your  company,  provided 
the  longer  you  flay  abroad  the  richer  you  fhould 
return.  There  is  nothing,  I  think,  particu- 
larly to  hailen  you  home,  now  that  Vacerra  is 
dead.  However  you  are  the  beft  judge :  and 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  you  have  deter- 
mined. 

There  is  a  queer  fellow  of  your  acquaintance, 
one  Oaavius  orXornelius  (I  do  not  perfeftly 
recoiled  his  name)  who  is  perpetually  invit- 
ing me  as  a  friend  of  yours,  to  fup  with  him. 
He  has  not  yet  prevailed  with  me  to  accept  his 
compliment  :  however,  I  am  obliged  to  ths 
man.      Farewel. 

LETTER    XIV. 

To    MUNATIUS^. 

LUCIUS  Livineius  Trypho,  is  the  freed- 
man  of  my  very  intimate  friend  Regulus : 
And  tho'  the  misfortunes  of  the  latter  cannot 
raife   him   higher  in    my   affedion,    they  have 

^  The  perfon  to  whom  this  letter  is  addrefled,  is  u»- 
k'hown  ;  as  is  the  precife  time  likewise  when  it  was  writ- 
ten :  It  feems  probable  however^  not  to  have  been  very 
long  after  Cicero's  return  from  banifhmcnt.  For  by  the 
expreflion,  his  nojlris  te7nporihus,  he  undoubtedly  alludes  (as 
Mr.  Rofs  obferves)  to  the  misfortunes  which  were  brought 
vpon  him  by  Clodius. 

however 
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however  rendered  me  more  alTidiioiis  to  teflify  A.u.699. 
it  in  every  inftance  wherein  he  is  the  leall  con- 
cerned. But  I  have  ftill  a  farther  reafon  to  in- 
terefl  myfelf  in  behalf  of  his  freed-man  :  as  I 
experienced  his  fervices  at  a  feafon,  when  I  had 
the  beil  opportunity  of  proving  the  fincerity  of 
jny  friends.  I  recommend  him  therefore  to  your 
protediion  with  all  the  warmth  of  the  moft  fen- 
fible  gratitude  :  and  I  lliall  be  extremely  obli- 
ged to  you  for  ihewing  him,  that  you  place  to 
your  own  account^  thofe  many  dangerous  win- 
ter-voyages he  formerly  undertook  upon  mine. 
Farewel. 

LETTER    XV. 
To  Trebatius. 

I  Perceive  by  your  letter^,  that  my  fi-iend 
Casfar  looks  upon  you  as  a  moil  wonderful 
lawyer  :  and  are  you  net  happy  in  being  thus 
placed  in  a  country,  where  you  make  fo  confi- 
derable  a   figure  upon  fo  fmall  a  (lock  *  ?  But 

The  ludicrous  author  of  the  iak  cf  a  tub  has  applied 
this  pafl"age  with  more  humour,  perhaps,  than  it  was  firft 
conceived.  He  is  accounting  for  the  propagation  of  the 
feveral  abfurd  doftrines  of  phllofophy  and  religion  that 
have  prevailed  in  the  world,  by  fuppofing  that  every 
iyftem-maker  is  always  fare  of  finding  a  fet  of  difciples 
whofe  tone  of  underttanding  is  exadly  pitched  to  the  ab- 
surdity or  extravagance  of  his  tenets.     "  And  in  this  one 

L  3  "vvith 


J5® 


The     letters      Book  Ih 


A.U.699.  with  how  much  greater  advantage  would  youp 
noble  talents  have  appeared,  had  you  gone  into 
Britain  ?  Undoubtedly  there  would  not  have 
been  fo  profound  a  lage  in  the  law,  throughout 
all  that  extenfive  illand. 

Since  your  epiftle  has  provoked  me  to  be 
thus  jocofe,  I  will  proceed  in  the  fame  ftrain, 
and  tell  you  there  was  one  part  of  it  I  could  not 
read  without  feme  envy.  And  how  indeed 
could  it  be  othcrwife,  when  I  found,  that,  whilft 
much  greater  men  were  in  vain  attempting  to 
get  admittance  to  C<Tfar,  you  were  fingled  out* 
from  the  crowd  and  even  fummoned  to  an  au- 
dience ^  ?  But  after  giving  me  an  account  of 
affairs  which  concern  others  -,  why  were  you 
filent  as  to  your  own  ?  Afuired  as  you  are  that 


cjrcumftance,  fays  he,  lies  all  the  fkill  or  luck  of  the 
matter.  Cicero  underftood  this  very  well,  when  writing 
to  a  friend  in  England,  with  a  caution,  among  other 
matters,  to  beware  of  being  cheated  by  our  hackney- 
coachmen  (who  it  feems,  iri  thole  days,  were  as  errant 
rafcals  as  they  are  now)  has  thefe  remarkable  words  : 
ejl  quod  gaudeas  te  in  ijla  loca  'venijfe,  uhi  aliquid  fapere 
nj'tderere.  For  to  fpeak  a  bold  truth,  it  is  a  fatal  mifcar- 
riage,  fo  ill  to  order  affairs,  as  to  pafs  for  a  fool  in  one 
company,  when  in  another  you  might  be  treated  as  a 
philofopher.  Which  I  defire  fome  certain  gentlemen  of 
my  acquaintance  to  lay  up  in  their  hearts  as  a  very  fea- 
fonable  innuendo."     Tale  of  a  Tub,  p.  164. 

'  Trebatius,  it  is  probable,  had  informed  Cicero  in  the 
letter  to  which  this  is  an  anfwer,  that  he  had  been  fum- 
moned by  Caefar  to  attend  him  as  his  affeflbr  upon  fome 
trial :  which  feems  to  have  led  our  author  into  the  rail- 
lepes  of  this  and  the  preceding  paffages. 

I  inte- 
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I  intereft  myfelf  in  them  with  as  much  zeal  as  A.u.  Ct^tj. 
if  they  immediately  related  to  myfelf.  Accord- 
ingly, as  I  am  extremely  afraid  you  will  have 
no  employment  to  keep  you  warm  in  your  win- 
ter-quarters, J  would  by  all  means  advife  you 
to  lay  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fuel.  Both 
Mucius  and  Manilius  *  have  given  their  opinions 
to  the  fame  purpofe  j  efpecially  as  your  regimen- 
tals y  they  apprehend,  will  fcarce  be  ready  foon 
enough,  to  fecure  you  againft  the  approaching 
cold.  We  hear  however  there  has  been  hot 
work  in  your  part  of  the  world :  which  fome- 
what  alarmed  me  for  your  fafety.  But  I  com- 
forted myfelf  v/ith  confidering,  that  you  ar« 
not  altogether  fo  defperate  a  foldier,  as  you  are 
^  lawyer.  It  is  a  wonderful  confolation  indeed 
to  your  friends  to  be  afllircd,  that  your  pafTions 
are  not  an  over-match  for  your  prudence.  Thus, 
as  much  as  J  know  you  love  the  water  ^  j  you 

*  Mucius  and  Manilius,  it  mu(l  be  fuppofed,  were  two 
lawyers,  and  particular  friends  of  Trebatius  :  as  the  hij- 
jnour  of  this  witticifin  evidently  confifts  in  an  allufion  to 
that  profeflion. 

^  In  the  original  It  is,  JludioJiJJtmus  homo  natandi,  the 
ambiguity  of  which  could  not  have  been  preferved  in  a 
more  literal  tranflation.  The  art  of  fwimming  was  among 
the  number  of  polite  exerclfes  in  antient  Rome,  and  elleem- 
ed  a  neceflary  qualification  for  every  gentleman.  Thus  we 
find  Cato  the  elder,  himfelf  inilruding  his  fon  in  this 
accomplifliment  :  as  Auguftus  likewife  performed  the  fame 
office  in  the  education  of  his  two  grandfons,    Caius  and 

L  4  would 
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A.U.699.  would  not  venture,  I  find,  to  crofs  it  with  CcE- 
far  :  and  tho'  nothing  could  keep  you  from  the. 

Lucius.  It  was  indeed  one  of  the  efTential  arts  in  mi- 
litary difcipline,  as  both  the  foldiers  and  officers  had  fre- 
quently no  other  means  of  purfuing  or  retreating  from  the 
enemy.  Accordingly  the  Campus  Martha,,  a  place  where 
the  Roman  youth'were  taught  the  fcience  of  arms,  was_ 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  che  Tiber  :  and  they  conftantly 
£nifhed  their  exercifes  of  this  kind,  by  throwing  themfelves 
into  the  river.  This  fhevvs  the  wonderful  propriety  of 
thofe  noble  lines  which  Shakefpear  puts  into  the  mouth  of 
Caflius,  in  that  mailerly  fcene,  where  he  is  endeavouring 
to  found  the  fentinients,  and  fire  the  indignation  of  Brutus 
towards  Ca:far. 

We  can  both 

Endure  the  winter's  cold  as  well  as  he. 

For  once  upon  a  rav/  and  gufty  day. 

The  troubled  Tyber  chafing  vvilh  his  fhore?, 

Csfar  fays  to  me,  "  Dar'll  thou,  Caffus,  novy 

*'  Leap  in  with  me  into  this  angry  flood, 

*'  And  fwim  to  yonder  point  ?"  Upon  the  word. 

Accoutred  asT  was,  I  plunged  in. 

And  bade  him  follow  :   fo  indeed  he  did. 

The  torrent  roar'd,  and  we  did  buffet  it 

With  lufty  fmews,  throwing  it  afide. 

And  ftemming  it  with  hearts  of  controverfy. 

But  ere  we  could  arrive  the  point  propofed, 

Casfar  cry'd,  '*  Help  me,  Caflius,  or  1  flnk.'* 

I,  as  ^neas,  our  great  ancedor. 

Did  from  the  flames  of  Troy  upon  his  flioulder. 

The  old  Anchifes  bear,  fo  from  the  waves  of  Tybe.^. 

Did  I  the  tir'd  Caifar  :  and  this  m.an 

Is  now  become  a  God,  ice. 

MonHeur  Dacier  obferves,  that  this  pafl"age  of  Cicero  dif- 
covers  the  juftnefs  of  thofc  verfes  iii  Horace,  where  Treba- 
tius  is  reprefented  as  advifing  the  Roman  fatyrift  to  fwim 
crofs  the  Tyber,  as  an  excellent  remedy  againft  his 
poetical  propenfity  ;  fince,  like  other  phyficians,  he  pre- 
scribed a  regimen,  it  fcems,  mod  agreeable  to  his  own  tafle 
and  praftice.  P»ut.  in  vit.  Cato.  Cenfor.  Suet,  in  wi.  Augnfil 
64.  Veget.  de  re  miUt.  i.  lO.  Dacier  rem,  fur  la  Sal.  i.  du 
Un}.  ii.  d'Hor. 

combats 
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fombats  *  in  Rome  ;   you  were  much  too  wife,  I  A.u.699, 
perceive,  to  attend  them  in  Britain  ^ 

But  pleafantry  apart :  you  knov/  without  my 
telling  you,  with  what  zeal  I  have  recommended 
you  to  Crefar ;  though,  perhaps  you  may  not 
be  apprifed,  that  I  have  frequently,  as  well  as 
warmlyj  written  to  him  upon  that  fubjed.  I 
had  for  fome  time,  indeed,  intermitted  my  fo- 
licitations,  as  I  would  not  feem  to  difbruft  his 
friendihip  and  generofity  :  however  I  thought  . 
proper  in  my  laft  to  remind  him  once  more  of 
his  promife.  I  defire  you  would  let  me  know 
what  effecl  my  letter  has  produced  :  and  at  the 
fame  tirne,  give  me  a  full  account  of  every  thing 
that  concerns  you.  For  I  am  exceedingly  anxi- 
ous to  be  informed  of  the  profpefl  and  fituation 
of  your  affairs :  as  well  as  how  long  you  ima- 
gine your  abfence  is  likely  to  continue.  Be  per- 
fuadedj  that  nothing  could  reconcile  me  to  this 
feparation  but  the  hopes  of  its  proving  to  your  * 
advantage.  In  any  other  view,  I  fhould  not  be 
fo  impolitic  as  not  to  infill  on  your  return  :  as 
you  would  be- too  prudent,  I  dare  fay,  to  delay 
it.  The  truth  is,  one  hour's  gay,  or  ferious 
converfation  together,  is  of  more  importance 
^o  us,   than  all  the  foes  and  all  the  friends  that 

4  Alluding  to  his  fondnefs  of  the  gladiatorial  games, 

5  See  remark  5.  p.  134.  of  this  voK 

thi? 
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A.U.699.  the  whole  nation  of  Gaul  can  produce.  I  intreat 
you  therefore  to  fend  me  an  immediate  account 
in  what  pofture  your  affairs  fland  :  and  be  af- 
fured,  as  honefb  Chremes  fays  to  his  neighbour 
in  the  play  ^ ,     ■ 

Whatever  cares  thy  lahWhig  hofom  grieve. 
My  tongue  JJj  all  foot  he  thejn,  or  my  hand  relieve,  ' 
Farewel, 

LETTER    XVI, 
•  To  the  Same. 

YO  U  remember  the  character  given  of  the 
Phrygians  in  the  play  ^  ■,  •'  that  their  wif- 
*'  dom  ever  came  too  late  :"  but  you  are  re- 
folved,  my  dear  cautious  old  gentleman  *,  that 
no  imputation  of  this  kind  fhall  be  fixed  upon 
you.  Thank  Heaven  indeed,  you  wifely  fub- 
dued  the  romantic  fpirit  of  your  firll  letters  j  as 
you  were  not  fo  obflinately  bent  upon  new  ad- 

*  In  Terence's  play  called  the  Self-iormenlor. 
'   A  tragedy  called  the   Trojan   Horfe  ;  which  feems  by 

Cicero's   frequent  quptations    from    it,    to   have    been    in 
great  efleem. 

*  The  celebrated  Monfieur  Dacier  produces  this  paflage 
as  a  proof  that  Trcbatius  muft  have  been  more  than  four- 
fcore  years  of  age,  when  Horace  addrefled  the  fatire  to 
him  mentioned  in  the  remarks  on  the  preceding  letter. 
But  that  learned  critic  has  been  led  into  this  error,  by  tak- 
ing in  a  ferious  fenfe,  what  Cicero  molt  evidently  meant  ii^ 
a  ludicrous  one. 

venture^ 
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ventures  as  to  hazard  a  voyage  for  that  purpofe  A.u.699. 
into  Britain  :  and  who,  in  troth,  can  blame  you  ? 
It  is  the  fame  difpofition,  I  imagine,  that  has 
immoveably  fixed  you  in  your  winter-quarters  : 
and  certainly  there  is  nothing  like  adting  with 
circumfpeftion  upon  all  occafions.  Take  my 
word  for  it,  Prudence  is  the  fiifeft  Ihield. 

If  it  were  ufual  with  me  to  fup  from  home, 
moft  undoubtedly  I  could  not  refufe  your  gal- 
lant friend  06lavius.  I  will  own,  however,  I 
love  to  mortify  the  man's  vanity :  and  whenever 
he  invites  me,  I  always  affed  to  look  with  fome 
furprize,  as  not  feeming  to  recoiled:  his  perfon. 
vSeriouflyp  be  15  a  wondrous  pretty  fellow :  what 
pity  it  is  that  you  did  not  take  him  abroad  witli 
you  " ! 

Let  n\c  know  how  you  are  employed,  and 
whether  tiiere  is  any  probability  of  feeing  you 
in  Italy  this  winter.  Balbus  afTures  me,  that 
you  will  certainly  return  immenfely  rich  :  but 
whether  he  means  in  the  vulgar  fenfe,  or  agree- 
ably to  the  maxim  of  his  friends  the  Stoics, 
who  maintain,  you  know,  that  "  every  man  is 
f'  rich  who  has  the  free  enjoyment  of  earth 
"  and  air  i"  is  a  doubt  which  time  will  clear 
up. 

f  See  the  conclufion  of  let.  xiii.  p.  148.  of  this  vol. 

I  find 
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I  find  by  thofe  who  come  from  your  part 
of  the  world  that  you  are  grown  wondeFlTilJy 
referved :  for  they  tell  me,  you  anfwer  no  que- 
ries ^.  However,  it  is  on  all  hands  a  fettled 
pointy  (and  you  have  reafon,  certainly,  to  con- 
gratulate yourfelf  upon  it)  that  you  are  the  mofl 
profound  fage  in  the  law  throughout  the  whole 
city  of  Samarobriva  '°.     Farewel. 

'  The  vvlt'cicifm  of  this  paffage  confifts  in  the  double 
fenfe  of  the  verb  rejpondere,  which,  befides  its  common  ac- 
ceptation, fignifies  likewife  the  giving  ^«  opinion  as  a  laivyer. 
This  conceit,  fuch  as  it  is,  fecms  to  have  been  a  favourite 
one  with  our  author  :  for  he  repeats  it  in  a  fubfequent 
letter,  where  he  is  rallying  another  of  his  friends  upon  an 
occafion  of  the  fame  nature.  See  note  6.  p.  213.  of  this 
vol.     But- 

Antoni  gladios  potuii  contemmre,  JtJ^f 
Qmflia  dixijfet  ! Juv. 

**  A  principal  town  in  Gaul,  now  called  Amiens,  an4 
where  Trebatiub  fecms  to  have  had  his  winter- <juarters. 
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LETTER    XVII. 
To  Lentulus. 

IT  is  with  lingular  pleafure  I  percei'/e  by  your  a.u.  699. 
letter  that  your  are  fenfible,  I  will  not  fay 
of  my  afFedlion  only,  but  of  jny  devotion  to- 
wards you.     Even  tliat  facred  term  indeed  can 
but  ill  exprefs  tlie  fentiments  you   merit  from 
me :  and  if  you  efleem  yourfelf  (as  you  would 
perfuade   me)   obliged   by   my   endeavours    to 
ferve  you,   it  is  your  friendfliip  alone  which  can 
make  you  think  fo.     I  am  fure  at  leafl  I  could 
not   refufe  you   m.y   belt  good  offices,  without: 
being   guilty  of  the  mofl   unpardonable  ingra- 
titude.    You  would  have  experienced,  however, 
much  ftronger  and  more  pov/erful  inftances   of 
my  friendlhip,  if,    inftead  of  being   thus  long 
feparated  from  each  other,  we  had  pafled  this 
interval  together  at  Rome.    It  is  not  only  in  the 
particular  article  you    mention,  and   in   which 
no  man  is  more  qualified  to  Hiine,  that  I  impa- 
tiently wilh  to  receive  you  as  my  co-adjutor: 
it  is  not,  I   fay,   in   the  fenate  alone  that  our 
amicable  concurrence  would  have  been  diftin- 
guifhed  :  it  would  have  appeared  confpicuous, 
my   friend,    in    tYtrj   act   of  public    concern^ 
9  ment. 
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A.u.699-^  mcnt.  Suffer  me  then  to  add,  previoufly  to  the 
information  you  requeft  me  to  give  you  of  my 
political  fentiments  and  lituation,  that  if  fortune 
had  not  thus  divided  us,  I  ihould  have  enjoyed 
in  you  a  wife  and  faithful  guide  ;  as  you  would 
have  found  in  me,  a  kind,  a  friendly,  and, 
perhaps,  no  unexperienced  affociate.'  How- 
ever, I  rejoice  (as  undoubtedly  I  ought)  at  the 
honourable  occafion  of  your  abfence,  and  in 
which  your  military  condufl  and  fuccefs  has 
procured  you  the  illuflrious  title  of  Imperator  * » 
Neverthelefsj  I  muft  repeat  it  again,  it  is  ow- 
ing to  this  circumftance,  that  you  have  not  re- 
ceived far  more  abundant  and  efficaciotrs  fruits" 
of  that  friendfhip,  to  which  you  have  fo  undif- 
puted  a  claim.  In  particular,  I  fhould  moll 
flrenuoufly  have  united  with  you  in  taking  juft 
vengeance  on  thofe  whofe  ill  offices  yoii  have 
experienced,  partly  in  refentment  of  your  hav- 
ing fupported  and  prote6led  m.e  in  my  adver- 
fity,  and  partly  as  they  envy  you  the  glory  of 
fo  generous  an  a6lIon.  One  of  them,  however, 
has  fufficiently  anticipated  our  revenge,  and 
drawn  down  by  his  own  hands  the  chaftife- 
ment  he  merits  from  ours.     The  perfon  I  mean 

'  Hiftory  is  altogether   filent   as  to    the   occafion    upon 
which  Lentulus  was  fainted  by  his  army  with  this  title. 
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is  that  man  who  has  ever  diftinguiflied  hh-nfelf  A.u.699. 
by   oppofing   his    benefailors,    and   who,    after 
having  received  from  you  the  higheft  fervices, 
lingled  you  out  as  the  objeft  of  his  impotent 
malice.     This    man,   in    confequence   of  being 
detefted  in  his  late  infamous  attempts,  has  en- 
tirely and  irretrievably  loH  at  once   both   his 
honour  and  his  liberty  \     As  to  yourfelf,  tho'  I 
had  much  rather  you  fliould  gain  experience  by 
my  misfortunes  than  your  own  ;  yet  it  affords 
me  fome  confolation  under  your  prefent  difap- 
pointment  \  that  you  have  not  paid  fo  fevere 
a  fine  as  I  did,  for  being  taught  the  little  de- 
pendence there  is  upon   the  profefiions  of  the 
world.      A   reflection   this,    which    may    very 
properly   ferve  as    an   introduftion   to  the  ac- 
count you  require  of  the  motives  of  my  late 
tranfaflions. 

You  are  informed  then,  it  feems,  that  I  am 
reconciled  with  Csefar  and  Appius  '^ :  a  ftep, 
you   alTure   me,  which  you  do  not  difapprove. 

*  The  conie6lure  of  Manutius  feems  highly  probable, 
that  the  perfon  to  whom  Cicero  alludes  is  Caius  Cato, 
whofe  ill  offices  to  Lentulus  have  been  often  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  letters.  But  what  the  fecret  pradlices  were 
which  had  been  difcovered  fo  much  to  his  difgrace,  is  a 
point  in  which  hillory  does  not  afford  any  light. 

>  In  not  obtaining  the  commifliou  to  replace  Ptolemy  oa 
his  throne. 

*  lie  was  embroiled  with  Appius,  as  being  the  brother 
of  his  inveterate  enemy,  Clodiui. 

But 
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A.U.699.  But  you  are  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  reafons  could 
induce  me  to  appear  at  the  trial  of  Vatinius,  not 
only  as  an  advocate,  but  as  a  witnefs  in  his 
favour  ^  To  fet  this  matter  in  the  cleareft  light, 
it  will  be  necefiary  to  trace  back  the  motives  of 
my  condudt  to  t'lelr  original  fource.  Let  me 
obf^rve  then,  my  Lentulus,  that  when  I  was 
recalled  from  exile  by  your  generous  offices,  I 
confidered  myfelf  as  reflored,  not  only  to  my 
friends  and  to  my  family,  but  to  the  common- 
Wealth  in  general.  And  as  you  had  a  right  to 
the  belt  returns  of  my  affection  and  gratitude 

^  It  was  cuftomary  at  trials  for  the  perfbn  arraigned^ 
to  produce  witneffes  to  his  charafter,  who  were  called 
Latidatores :  and  ten  was  the  number  requifite  for  this 
purpofe.  Vatinius  was  tribune  of  the  people  in  the  con- 
fulate  of  Cajfar,  and  had  been  in  the  number  of  Cicero's 
moil  inveterate  enemies,  as  he  was  his  conilant  oppofer 
likewife  in  politics.  He  was  a  man  of  a  moll  abandoned 
charafter,  and  whofe  perfon  (as  Paterculus  afmres  us)  was 
not  lefs  deformed  than  his  mind.  Avery  learned  and  po- 
lite author,  whofe  jull  efteem  for  Cicero's  writings  has 
betrayed  him,  perhaps,  into  fome  partiality  towards  his 
aftions,  acknowledges  that  *'  the  defence  of  Vatinius  gave 
"  a  plaufible  handle  for  fome  cenfure  upon  Cicero."  The 
truth  of  it  is,  the  cenfure  was  more  than  plaufible:  for, 
nothing  certainly  could  difcover  more  meannefs  of  fpirit 
than  thus,  in  compliance  with  thofe  in  power,  not  only 
to  defend  Vatinius  as  an  advocate,  but  to  bear  public 
teftimony  likewife  to  his  general  good  condudt.  Some 
colourable  exxufe  indeed  may  be  given  for  the  former,  by 
confidering  it  in  the  light  which  Valerius  Maximus  has 
placed  it ;  as  an  inftance  of  Cicero's  generofity  towards  his 
enemies :  but  the  latter  feems  to  ftand  beyond  the  reach 
even  of  a  flauJibU  juftifieation,  Paterc.  ii,  6^.  Val, 
Max.  iv.  2. 

iof 
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for  the  diflinguifhed  part  you  adled  in  that  af-  A.u.699. 
fair ;  fo  I  thought  there  was  fomething  more 
than  ordinary  due  from  me  to  my  country, 
which  had  fo  fingularly  co-operated  with  you 
upon  this  occafion.  I  often  took  an  opportu- 
nity, during  your  confulate,  of  publicly  de- 
claring thefe  my  fentimcnts  in  the  fenate :  as  I 
always,  you  well  know,  expreffed  myfelf  to  the 
fame  purpofe  in  our  private  converfations.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  I  had  many  reafons  at  that  time  to 
be  highly  difgufted.  I  could  not,  in  truth, 
but  obferve  the  difguifed  malice  of  fome  and 
the  coolnefs  of  others,  when  you  were  endea- 
vouring to  procure  a  decree  for  reftoring  the  in- 
fcription  of  that  honourable  monument  of  my 
public  fervices,  which  had  been  erefted  by  the 
fenate  \  But  it  was  not  only  in  this  infbance 
that  thofe  who  had  many  obligations  to  concur 
in  your  good  offices  towards  me,  acted  a  part  I 
had  little  reafon  to  cxpe<5b.  They  looked  in- 
deed with  much  ungenerous  indifference  on  the 

•  The  expreflion  which  Cicero  makes  ufc  of  in  this 
place,  is  ambiguous  :  tieque  de  monumentis  m:ls  ab  iis  adju- 
tus  eSy  Sec.  'Jhe  commentators  have  fuppofed  that  this  re- 
lates to  Cicero's  houie  :  but  Mr.  Rofs,  with  much  greater 
probability,  imagines  it  alludes  to  the  Atrium  LihertatiSy 
which  had  been  ereded  by  order  of  the  fenate  as  a  me- 
morial of  Cicero's  fervices  in  refcuing  the  commonwealth 
from  the  dangerous  confpiracy  of  Catiline,  For  Clodius  had 
crazed  the  original  infcription,  and  placed  his  own  name  in 
its  (lead.     See  rem.  27.  on  this  letter. 

Vol.  I.  i\I  cruel 
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A.u.  699.  cruci  outrage  which  was  oficrcd  to  my  brother 
and  myfelf  under  our  own  roof" :  and  the  eflimate 
they  made  in  purfuance  of  the  fenate's  order,  of 
the  damages  I  had  fudaiaed  by  thefe  ad:s  of  vio- 
lence, was  far  iim'c]iial  t:>  my  real  lofs  ".  This 
lafl  article  of  their  injuftice,  tho'  icaft  indeed  in 
my  coiicern,  1  could  not  but  very  fenffbly  feel 
amidft  the.  general  wreck  of  my  fortunes.     But 

^  Clodius,  after  having  procured  a  law  which  declared  it 
treaibn  to  vote  or  take  any  ilep  towards  recalling  Cicero 
frons  his  banifhment,  proceeded  to  pillage  and  burn  all  his 
houfes  both  in  town  and  countr\'.  Cicero,  however,  being 
reftored,  in  the  manner  which  he  himfelf  will  relate  in  a 
fubfequent  part  of  this  letter,  the  fenate  decreed  that  his 
houfes  Ihould  be  rebuilt  at  rhe  public  expence.  But 
whiyle  the  workmen  were  employed  on  his  Palatine  houfe, 
and  had  carried  it  up  almoft  to  the  roof,  Clodius  made  a 
fecond  attack,  and  after  driving  them  off,  fet  fire  to  the 
adjoining  edifice  which  belonged  to  Cicero's  brother,  and 
wherein  lie  himfelf  likewife  at  that  time  was  ;  fo  that  they 
were  both  obliged  to  make  their  efcape  with  the  utmoil  pre- 
cipitation-.     Ad  Att.'w.    Orat.  poJI.  red. 

^  His  houfe  upon  the  Palatine  hill  in  Rome  together 
with  his  Tufculan  and  Formian  villas  were  jointly  elHma- 
ted  at  22,oco/.  a  valuation  univerfally  condemned  as  ex- 
tremely unequitable.  But  *'  thofe  who  had  dipt  his  wings 
"  (as  he  exprefies  himfelf  in  a  letter  to  Atticus  upon  this 
<"  occafion)  were  not  difpofcd  they  Ihould  grow  again." 
ft  feems  highly  probable  that  Lentulus  himfelf  was  in  this 
number  :  as  it  appears  by  a  letter  of  our  author  to  his  bro- 
ther, that  he  tad  reafons  to  be  diiTatisiicd  with  his  conduct: 
towards  him.  But  tho'  in  the  paflage  before  us  he  fpeaks 
n't  the  injuftice  that  had  been  done  him,  as  arifing  folely 
from  thofe  wl\o  were  concerned  with  Lentulus  in  taking 
an  cllimate  of  his  loil'es  ;  yet  at  the  fame  time  be  exprelTes 
him.iclf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  throw  a  very  artful 
reproach  upon  the  latter.  Jd  Att.  iv.  2.  Ad  9.  F, 
Ji.    z.  ^ 

tho^ 
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tho'  thele  mortifying  marks  of  their  diipofition  A.u.699, 
towards  me,  were  much  too  notorious  to  efcape 
my  obfervation  ;  they  could  not  efface  the  more 
agreeable  imprellions  of  their  former  friendfhip. 
For  this  reafon,  notwithilandins;  thofe  his-h  ob- 
ligations  I  had  to  Pompey,  of  which  you  your- 
felf  were  witnefs  and  have  often  mentioned;  nqt- 
withftanding  alfo  the  affeftion  and  efteem.  which 
I  always  entertained  for  hiinj  yet  I  dill  firmly 
adhered  to  my  political  principles  :    nor  fuffered 
thefe  confiderarions  of  private  amity  to  influ- 
ence me  in  favour  of  his  public  meafures.     Ac- 
cordingly v»^hen  Vatinius   (who   at  the  trial  of 
P.  Sextius  ^  was  examined  as  a  witnefs   againfl 
him)  intimated  that  Caefar's  fuccefTes   had  re- 
conciled  me  to  his  party ;  I  told  him,  in  the 
prefence  of  Pompey,  that  I  preferred  the  fate 
of  Bibulus,  unhappy  as  he  might  efceem  it,  to 
all  the  fplendid  triumphs  of  the  moil  viftorious 
general  '°.      I    afferted  likewife   upon   another 

"  '  P.  Sextius  was  a  tribune  of  the  people  A.  U.  696, 
•*  in  the  confulfhip  of  Lentulus,  and  a  great  inftrument  in 
**  reftoring  Cicero.  He  refilled  the  fadion  of  Clodius  by 
*'  force  of  arms,  and  was  upon  that  account  in  the  fol- 
**  lowing  year  accufed  of  public  violence  by  M.  Tullius 
"  Albinovanus.  Cicero  defended  ])im  in  an  excellent 
"  oration  which  is  Hill  extant,  and  he  was  acijuittcd  by 
*'  the  fufFrages  of  all  the  judges."     Mr.  RoJ's. 

^°  M.  Calpurnius  Bibuius  was  joint  conful  with  J.  C^far 
A.  U.  694.  The  fenate  fecured  the  eleftion  of  the  former, 
in   order  to  his  being  a  check  to  the  ambitious  deiigns  of 

M  2  occafion 
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A.U.699.  occafion  (and  afiferted  too  in  the  hearing  of 
Pompey)  that  the  fame  perfons  who  confined 
Bibulus  to' his  houie,  had  driven  me  from  mine. 
Indeed  the  whole  feries  of  thofe  interroga- 
tories" which  I  put  to  Vatinius  at  this  trial, 
was  entirely  defigned  as  an  inventive  againft  his 
tribunate  :  and  I  particularly  expofed  with 
much  freedom  and  indignation,  his  contempt 
of  the  Aufpices,  his  corrupt  difpofal  of  foreign 
kingdoms  '"•,     together    with    the   reft    of    his 

Jils  collegue  :  and  it  was  thought  of  fo  much  importance 
to  the  republic  that  he  fiiould  be  chofen,  that  even  Cato 
fiid  not  fciuple  upon  this  occafion  to  employ  methods 
of  bribery  for  that  purpofe.  But  Bibulus  after  many  vain 
efforts  of  patriotifm,  and  being  grofsly  infulted  in  the 
forum  by  Caefar's  mob,  at  length  withdrew  from  the  func- 
tions of  his  office,  and  voluntarily  confined  himfelf  (as 
Suetonius  relates)  to  his  own  houfe ;  tho'  by  the  expref- 
lion  which  Tullv  here  ufes,  it  rather  feems  as  if  Csfar  had 
employed  fome  force  in  keeping  him  there.  After  w.hich, 
as  the  fame  hillerian  informs  ua,  Cxfar  governed  the  re- 
public without  controul.      Sue!,  in  Jul.  C.^far.  c.  20. 

"  "  Cicero  inftead  of  examining  Vatinius  upon  the 
"  fadls  in  his  evidence  againft  vSextius,  put  to  him  a  feries 
*'  of  quefiions  in  fuch  an  artful  manner,  that  he  expofed 
"  all  the  intrigues  and  iniquity  of  his  tribunate.  This 
"  examination  is  ftill  extant  under  the  title  of  Interrogatio 
"   in  Fatimumy      Mr.  Rofs. 

'^  Jt  is  wholly  uncertain  to  what  particular  fafts  Cicero 
nlhides,  when  he  imputes  to  Vatinius  what  he  calls  the  do- 
natio regnorum :  however  by  comparing  this  expreflion  with 
the  oration  to  which  it  refers,  and  with  a  pafi'age  in  a  let- 
ter to  Atiicus,  it  feems  probable  that  Vatinius,  when  he 
was  tribune,  had  been  bribed  to  procure  a  confirmation 
from  the  people  of  fome  difputed  regal  title,  or  perhaps 
to  obtain  alTiilance  from  the  republic  in  transferring  a  con- 
tefted  Crown  from  its  rightful  pofielTor  into  the  hands  of 
an  ufurpcr.     It  is  certain,   at  leult,  that  fuch  unworthy  me- 

violent 
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violent  and  illegal  proceedings.  But  it  was  A.u.699, 
not  only  upon  this  occaiion  that  I  fpoke  thus 
unrefervedly :  I  frequently  avowed  my  fenti- 
ments  with  the  fame  rcfolute  fpiriir  in  the  fe- 
nate.  Thus  when  Marcellinus  and  Philip- 
pus  were  *  confuls,  I  carried  a  motion  that 
the  affair  of  the  Campanian  lands  ''  Ihould  be 
referred  to  the  re-confideration  of  a  full  houfe^% 
on  the  15th  of  May  following.     Now  tell  me, 

thods  were  frequently  praftlfcd  at  this  time,  in  order  to 
gratify  the  infatiable  avarice  and  profufion  of  thefe  degene- 
rate Romans.     Oraf.  in  Vatin.     Ad Att.  ii.  9. 

*  They  were  confuls  A.  U.  697. 

'*  The  lands  in  Campania,  a  diftrift  in  Italy  now  call- 
ed the  Terra  di  lavoro  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  were 
partly  appropriated  to  tlie  ufe  of  the  republic,  and  partly 
in  private  hands.  Csfar  had  procured  a  law  for  dividing 
the  former  among  25,000  poor  citizens  :  and  for  purchafing 
the  latter  in  order  to  diflribute  them  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. Both  thefe  defigns  feem  to  have  been  very  artfully 
calculated  by  Ciefar  to  promote  and  facilitate  his  grand 
purpofe  of  ufurping  the  fupreme  power.  For  by  parcel- 
ling out  thefe  lands  among  the  common  people  which  be- 
longed to  the  republic,  he  fecured  the  populace  to  his  in- 
terell:,  and  at  the  fame  time  deprived  the  government  of 
thofe  very  confiderable  fupplies  both  of  money  and  corn 
which  it  derived  from  its  demefnes  in  Campania :  as  on 
the  other  fide,  by  purchafing  the  remainder  of  thefe  eftates, 
he  mult  neccflarily  have  weakened  thofe  public  treafures 
which  were  already  much  impoveriflied,  and  confequently 
rendered  the  commonwealth  Icfs  capable  of  oppofmghis  am- 
bitious mealures.     Suet,  in  J.  Ca:J.  c.  20.    Cic  Agrar.  ii.  29. 

'*  A  decree  of  the  fenate  had  not  its  complete  force 
unlefs  it  palled  in  a  full  houfe ;  that  is,  when  a  compe- 
tent number  of  the  members  were  prefenc.  It  feems  by  a 
palTage  which  Manutius  quotes  from  Dio,  1.  54.  that  be- 
fore the  times  of  Augulhis,  who  made  fome  alteration 
therein,  the  number  leijuilite  to  make  an  adt  valid  was  400* 

M  3  my 
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A.U.699.  my  frienci,  could  I  polTibly  have  made  a  bolder 
or   more    formidable  attack    upon   this  party  ? 
could  I  pollibly  have  given  a  more  convincing 
evidence,  that  I  had  not  departed  from  my  old 
principles,   notwithftanding  all  I  had  formerly 
fufFered  for  their  fake  ?    The  truth  of  it  is,  this 
motion  greatly  exafperated,  not  only  thofe  whom 
it  was   reafonable   to  expe6l    it   v/ould   offend, 
but  others  upon  whom  I   did  not  imagine   it 
would  have  had  any  fdch  effefl.     Fompey,  foon 
after  this   decree   had  paffed,  {et.  forward  upon 
his  expedition  into  Sardinia  and  Africa  %  with- 
out giving  me  the  leaft  intimation  of  his  being 
difgufted.     In   his  way  thither  he   had  a  con- 
ference with  Ca?far  at  Luca ",  v/ho  made  great 

■  This  expedition  of  Ponipey  into  Sardinia  and  Africa, 
was  in  purfuance  of  the  commiiliou  with  which  he  had  been 
invelled  for  fupplying  the  public  magazines  with  corn.  See 
rem.  6.  p.  56.  of  this  vol. 

''  Lucca  was  a  frontier  town  in  Caefar's  province  of 
Cifalpine  Gaul,  adjoining  to  Italy :  it  ftill  fubfifts  under 
the  fame  name,  and  is  a  celebrated  republic.  It  was  Cas- 
far's  policy  at  the  end  of  every  campaign,  to  fix  his  win- 
ter-quarters as  near  Italy  as  poffible,  in  order  to  be  within 
obfervation  of  what  pafTed  at  Rome.  A  numerous  court 
was  immediately  formed  around  him  in  thefe  places  of  his 
refidence,  confifting  of  the  moil  diflinguifhed  perfons  in 
Rome  and  the  neighbouring  provinces  :  and  no  lefs  than 
200  fenators  have  been  obferved  among  his  attendants 
UDon  thefe  occafions.  Candidates  for  offices  ;  young  men 
who  had  runout  their  cftates ;  and,  in  a  word,  all  whofe 
affairs  of  any  kind  were  embarraffcd,  flocked  to  him  in 
thefe  cities  :  and  by  liberal  conceflions  to  their  refpe£live 
wants  and  interefls,  he  flrengthened  his  fadion  and  for- 

com- 
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complaints  of  this  motion.     He  ha'L  before,  it  a  u.'Sqq. 
feems,  been  informed  of  it  by  Crafius  at  Raven- 
na *=;  who  took  that  opportunity  of  incenfing  him 
againfl  me.      And  it  appeared  afterwards  that 
Pompey   was   likewife  much   diflatisfied    upon 
the  fame  account.     This  I  learnt  from  feveral 
hands,  but  particularly  from   my  brother,  who 
met   him  in  Sardinia,  a  few  days  after  he  had 
left.  lAica.     Pompey  told  him  he  was  extremely 
glad  of  that  accidental  interview,  as  he  wanted 
much  to  talk   with  him.     Pie  begun  with  fay- 
ing,    that    as  my    brother  ilood  engaged  "^  for 
my  condufl,  he  fliould  expe6t  him  to  exert  all 
his   endeavours    to    influence   me     accordin2:lv. 
Pompey   then    proceeded   very   warmly    to   re- 
monilrate  againfl:  my  late  motion  in  the  fenate  ; 
reminding  my  brother  of  his  fervices  to  us  both, 
and   particularly    of  what   had    paffcd   between 
them  concerning    C^efar's  edifts,   and  of  thofe 

warded  his  grand  enterprize.  It  was  thus  (as  the  judi- 
cious Plutarch  o'oferves)  he  had  the  addrefs  to  employ  the 
forces  of  the  republic  ngaiufi:  Gaul,  and  the  fpoils  of  Gaul 
againll  the  republic.       Pint,    in   Caf.    &   Potnp.    Suet,    in 

=  A  city  in  Cifalpine  Gau!,  ftill  fubfifling  under  the  fame 
name,   in  the  Pope's  dominions. 

''  This  alludes  to  thofe  engagements  which  Quintus  Ci- 
cero entered  into  in  behalf  of  his  brother,  in  order  to  in- 
duce Pompey  to  favour  his  recall  from  baniihment.  And  it 
appears  by  what  follows,  that  he  promifed  on  the  part  of 
Cicero  an  unlimited  refignation  to  the  meafures  of  that  am- 
bitious chief. 

M  4  afiurances. 
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^•^•^99;^  affurances,  he  faid,  my  brother  had  given  him 
of  the  meafures  I  would  purfue  with  refped:  to 
that  article.  He  added,  that  my  brother  himlelf 
was  a  witnefs  that  the  fteps  he  had  formerly 
taken  for  procuring  my  recall,  were  with  the 
full  confent  and  approbation  of  Caefar.  Upon 
the  whole  therefore,  he  intreated  him,  if  it  were 
cither  not  in  my  power  or  my  inclination  to 
fupport  the  intereft  and  dignity  of  the  latter, 
that  he  would  at  leaft  prevail  with  me  not  to 
oppofe  them.  The  account  which  my  brother 
gave  me  of  this  converfation,  together  with  a 
meflage  I  had  before  received  from  Pompey  by 
Vibullius,  to  requefl  that  I  would  not  proceed 
any  farther  in  the  affair  of  the  Campanian  lands 
till  his  return,  threw  me  into  a  very  ferious  train 
of  refleftions.  I  could  not  but  think,  after 
having  performed  and  fuffered  fo  much  for  my 
country,  that  I  m.ight  now  at  leaft  be  permit' 
ted  to  confider  what  was  due  to  gratitude  and 
to  the  honour  of  my  brother :  and  as  I  had 
ever  conduced  myfelf  with  integrity  to^vards 
the  public ;  I  might  be  allowed,  I  hoped,  to  ad 
the  fame  honeft  part  in  my  more  private  con- 
nexions '^ 


*'  The  deflrudlve  views  of  Cajfar  in  procuring  the  law 
in  queftion,  have  been  already  confidered  in  thefe  notes: 
tveak  therefore,  undoubtedly,  is  the  reafon  which  Cicero 

During 
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During  the  time  I  was  engaged  in  thefe  votes  AXi.^.j^, 
and  other  proceedings  with  which  Pompey  ap- 
peared thus  diflatisfied,  I  was  informed  of  what 
pafled  in  t\\Q  converfations  of  a  ^^t.  of  men, 
whom  you  will  now  guefs  without  my  naming:. 
This  party,  tho'  they  approved  of  my  public 
meafures,  as  being  agreeable  to  what  had  ever 
been  their  profefied  i'entiments ;  were  yet  fo  un- 
generous as  to  exprefs  great  fatisfa<Stion  in  be- 
lieving, that  my  condu6t  would  by  no  means 
oblige  Pompey,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would 
highly  exafperate  C^efar.     Well  miglit  I  refent, 

here  afligns,  for  renouncing  an  oppofition  fo  evidently  Ini- 
portanC  to  the  true  intereft  of  his  country.  Had  C^efar  and 
Pompey  indeed  been  ever  fo  much  his  real  friends,  no  con- 
fiderations  of  amity  ought  to  have  prevailed  with  him  to 
have  acquiefced  in  a  fcheme,  which  was  contrary  to  the 
fentiments  of  all  the  real  patriots  of  the  republic,  and  con- 
trary likevvife  to  his  own  :  a  fcheme  which  he  himfelf  tells 
Atticus  was  formed  for  the  deflruftion  of  the  common- 
wealth. AdAtt.u.  17.  Had  he  attended  to  the  indifputa- 
ble  maxim  which  he  himfelf  lays  down  in  one  of  his  philofo- 
phicai  ireatifes,  it  would  have  decided  at  once  the  condu^ 
which  became  him  to  obferve  upon  an  occafjon,  where 
private  friendfhip  interfered  with  more  extenfive  obliga- 
tions :  Hac  prima  hx  in  amicitia  fanciatur  (fays  he)  «/  7ie- 
que  rogemus  res  turpes,  nee  fact  amus  rogati.  But  the  truth  of 
it  is,  private  friendfhip  was  not  concerned  in  the  cafe  :  for 
he  well  knew  that  neither  Pompey  nor  Caefar  had  any  at- 
tachments to  him  of  that  kind.  Tt  was  fear  alone  that 
determined  his  refohition  :  and  having  once  already  fuf- 
fered  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  he  did  not  find  himfelf  difpo- 
fed  to  be  twice  a  Martyr.  The  aukward  qianner,  how- 
ever, in  which  he  attempts  to  juftify  himfelf  throughout 
this  letter,  very  evidently  (hews  how  impoffible  it  is  to  bid 
farevvel  to  integrity  with  a  good  grace. 

indeed, 
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A.U.699.  indeed,  fo  injurious  a  treatment  ;  but  much 
more  when  I  faw  them,  even  before  my  face, 
maliciouny  encouraging  and  carefTing  my  avow- 
ed enemy  :  '* — mine  do  I  call  him  ?  Rather  let 
me  fay  an  enemy  to  the  laws  and  tranquillity 
of  his  country,  and  to  every  chara6ter  of  worth 
and  virtue  amongft  us. 

Their  malevolence,  however,  had  not  the 
effe6t  they  intended,  and  it  could  not  warm  me 
into  thofe  tranfports  of  indignation,  of  which 
my  heart  is  now,  indeed,  no  longer  fufcepti- 
ble.  On  the  contrary,  it  only  induced  me  to 
examine  my  fituation  in  all  its  various  circum- 
fiances  and  relations,  with  the  greateft  cool- 
nefs  and  impartiality  :  the  procefs  and  refult  of 
which  I  will  lay  before  you,  in  as  few  words  as 
I  am  able. 

There  have  been  times,  as  experience  no  lefs 
than  hiftory  has  taught  me,  when  the  power  of 
the  commonwealth  was  in  worthlefs  and  wicked 
hands.  In  fuch  a  conjunfture,  no  hope  o^  in- 
terefc  (which  I  have  at  all  times  moll  heartily 
contemned)  nor  fear  of  danger  (which,  up- 
on fome  occafions,  however,  has  influenced  the 
greateft  minds)  fliould  prevail  with  me  to  co- 
operate in  their  meafures  :  no  not  tho'  I 
were  attached  to  them  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of 

'*  Clodius. 

friendfhip 


Book  II.       OF     C  I  C  E  R  O.  171 

friendfhip  and  gratitude.     Bnt  when   a  man  of  A. u.  699. 
Pompey's  diftinguifhed  characler  prefides  over 
the  republic  ;    a   man   who   has   acquired  that 
eminence  of  power  and  honour  by  the  moft  he- 
roic  adlions,    and   the  moft   fignal   fcrvices  ;    I 
could  not  imao-ine  it  would  be  imputed   to-  me 
as   a   levity   of  difpofition,   if  in    fome    few  in- 
ftances  I  declined  a  little  from  my  general  max- 
ims, and  complied  with  his  inclinations  '^.     But 
my  juftification,  I   thought,  would   ftill   rife   in 
its    ftren2;th,    when    it    fhould    be  remembered 
that  I  favoured  his  credit  and  dignity  even  from 
the  earlieft  part  of  my  life  ;  as  I   particularly 
promoted  them   in   my  pr^torfliip  and   confu- 
late  :  when   it   fhould  be  remembered,  that  he 
not  only  afiifted  me  with  his  vote  and  his  influ  ■ 
ence   in  the  fenate   during   my   adverfity,    but 

'^  It  appears  by  what  has  already  been  remarked,  that 
Cicero's  compliance  can  by  no  means  be  confidered  in  the  fa- 
vourable light  in  which  he  hercreprefentsit;  but  wasinreality 
a  conceflion  moft  injurious  to  his  honour  and  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  Rome.  It  is  certain  likewife,  that  it  was  not 
from  any  advantageous  opiiwon  of  Pompey's  political  cha- 
rafter  and  defigns,  that  he  was  induced  to  fail  in  with  his 
meafures.  On  the  contrary,  Cicero  moil  undoubtedly  had. 
no  efteem  for  him  :  and  as  to  his  political  views,  lie  faw 
and  acknowledged  long  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  that 
they  were  turned  on  the  deflraftion  of  the  republic,  Ou.o- 
hQyHij.ivuc,  (fays  he  in  one  of  the  epiftles  to  Atticus)  tv^q;!- 
n^a  avc-y-iv:cL^i-:ci.\.  J  as  in  another  v/ritten  upon  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  civil  war,  he  calls  him  /jsminem  aTroXiTiJcora- 
Tov,  a  man  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  arcs  of  govern- 
ment, ^l/  Att.  ii.  17.  viii.  i6.  Sec  remark  4.  p.  27. 
vol.  ii. 

joined 
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A.U. 699.  joined  his  counfels  and  his  efforts  with  yours, 
for  the  fame  generous  purpofe  :  in  a  word, 
when  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  he  has  no 
other  enemy  in  the  whole  commonwealth, 
except  the  man  who  is  my  profelTed  adverfa- 
ry  '^  In  confequence  of  thefe  fentiments,  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  me,  you  fee,  to 
unite  with  Casfar,  as  one  who  was  joined  in  the 
fame  views  and  the  fame  intereft.  His  friend- 
fhip  likewife  which,  you  are  fenfible,  my  bro- 
ther and  I  have  long  fhared,  together  with  his 
humane  and  generous  difpofition  which  I  have 
abundantly  experienced  both  by  his  late  letters 
and  his  good  ofEces  towards  me,  contributed 
greatly  to  confirm  me  in  thefe  refolutions.  To 
which  I  muft  add,  that  the  commonwealth  in 
general  feemed  to  be  moft  ftrongly  averfe  from 
giving  any  oppofition  to  thefe  extraordinary 
men  :  more  efpecially  after  Ca^far  had  perform-*' 
ed  fuch  great  and  glorious  exploits  for  the 
honour  of  his  country.  But  what  had  flill  a 
farther,  and  very  powerful  weight  in  my  deli- 
berations, was  Pompey's  having  engaged  his 
word  for  me  to  Csfar,  as  my  brother  had  given 
the  fame  alfu  ranees  to  Pompey. 

*®  Clodius,  after  having  driven  Cicero  out  of  Rome, 
entered  moft  ftrenuoufly  into  the  oppofition  againil  Pompey 
and  Cxfar.    Manutius.     See  below,  rem.  24. 

Plato, 


cc 
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Plato,  I  remembered,  lays  it  down  as  a  max-  ^.u.  699. 
im  in  his  divine  writings,  that  "  the  people 
generally  model  their  manners  and  their  fen- 
timents  by  thofe  of  the  great  :"  a  maxim 
which  at  this  juncture,  I  thought,  merited  my 
particular  attention.  I  was  convinced  indeed 
of  its  truth,  when  I  reflected  on  the  vigorous 
refolutions  which  were  taken  in  the  fenate,  on 
the  memorable  '^  Nones  of  December :  and  it 
feemed  no  wonder  fo  noble  a  fpirit  fhould 
appear  in  that  aflembly,  after  the  animating 
example  I  had  given  them  upon  my  firfl  en- 
tering on  the  confular  office.  I  refledled  al- 
fo,  that  during  the  whole  time  which  intervened 
between  the  expiration  of  my  confulfliip,  and 
that  of  Ciefar  and  Bibulus ",  when  I  ftill  re- 
tained a  very  confiderable  authority  in  the  fe- 
nate, all  the  better  part  of  the  republic  were 
united  in  their  fentiments.     On  the  other  hand, 


''  The  fifth.  It  was  on  this  day,  in  the  confulfliip  of 
Cicero  and  Antonius  A.  U.  690,  that  the  fenate  came  to  a 
refolution  of  inflidling  capital  punifliment  on  all  thofe  who 
were  concerned  in  Catiline's  confpiracy  :  "  And  it  is  cer- 
**  tain  (as  the  learned  and  polite  hiftorian  of  Cicero's  life 
"  obferves)  that  Rome  was  indebted  to  him  on  this  day 
**  for  one  of  the  greateft  deliverances  which  it  had  ever 
*'  received  lince  its  foundation  ;  and  which  nothing  perhap.s 
•'  but  his  vigilance  and  fagacity  could  have  fo  happily  ef- 
"  fedted."      FoL  i.  231. 

^^  Cicero  was  chofen  conful  in  the  year  of  Rome  690. 
Caifar  and  Bibulus  in  the  year  694. 

about 
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A.U.699.  about  the  time  you  took  poiTefTion  of  your  go- 
vernment in  Spain,  the  commonwealth  could 
not  fo  properly  be  faid  to  be  under  the  admi- 
niflration  of  confuls,  as  '  of  infamous  barterers 
of  provinces  ",  and  the  mean  vafTals  and  mi- 
niflers  of  fedition.  It  was  then  that  difcord 
and  faction  fpread  thro'  all  ranks  amongft  us  : 
and  I  was  m^arked  out  as  the  vidlim  of  party 
rage.  In  this  critical  feafon  however,  not  on- 
ly every  man  of  worth,  but  the  greater  part  of 
the  fenators,  and  indeed  all  Italy  in  general, 
rofe  up  with  remarkable  unanimity  in  my 
caufe  ".     What  the  event  proved,  I  forbear  to 

*'  The  confuls  to  whom  Cicero  alludes,  are  Lucius 
Calpurnius  Pifo,  whofe  daughter  Csefar  had  married  ;  and 
Aulus  Gabinius,  a  dependent  and  favourite  of  Pompey, 
They  fucceeded  Casfar  and  Bibulus  in  this  office  in  695, 
the  year  when  Cicero  went  into  exile.  "  Clodius  fecured 
*'  them  to  his  meafures  by  a  private  contract  to  procure  for 
"  them,  by  a  grant  from  the  people,  two  of  the  beft  go- 
**  vernments  of  the  empire  :  Pifo  was  to  have  Macedonia 
"  with  Greece  and  TheiTaly  ;  Gabinius,  Cilicia.  For 
"  this  price  they  agreed  to  ferve  him  in  all  his  defigns, 
*'  particularly  in  the  oppreffion  of  Cicero."  MidJIet.  life  of 
Cic.  i.  336. 

**  •'  Clodius  procured  a  law,  importing,  t&at  wioe-ver 
*•  Jbad  taken  the  life  of  a  citizen  uncondemned  and  nvithout  a 
* '  trial,  Jhould  be  prohibited  from  fire  and  <water.  Tho'  Ci- 
**  cero  was  not  named,  yet  he  was  marked  out  by  this 
*'  law.  His  crime  was,  the  putting  Catiline's  accomplices 
*'  to  death  ;  which  tho'  not  done  by  his  fingle  authority, 
*'  but  by  a  general  vote  of  the  fenate,  and  after  a  folemn 
*'  hearing  and  debate,  was  alledged  to  be  illegal,  and  con- 
*'  trary  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Cicero  finding 
**  himfelf  thus  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  criminal, 
*'  changed  his  habit   upoa  it,  as  was  ufual  in  the  cafe  of 

men- 
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mention  :  as  in  truth  it  is  to  be  imputed  to  a  A.u.  699. 
complication  of  errors  and  artifices.  But  this 
I  will  fay,  it  was  not  forces,  fo  much  as  leaders 
to  condu6l  them,  that  were  wanting  to  me  at 
this  crifis.  I  muft  add,  that  whatever  cenfure 
mayjuftly  fall  on  thofe  who  refufed  me  their 
afTiftance  ;  moft  certainly  they  who  firfl  pro- 
mifed  it  and  then  deferred  me,  are  not  lefs  to 
be  blamed  *'.  In  a  word,  if  fome  of  my  friends 
may  well  be  reproached  for  the  timid,  tho'  fin- 
cere,  counfels  they  gave  me  ;  how  much  more  fe- 

"  a  public  impeachment;  and  appeared  about  the  flreets 
*'  in  a  mourning  gown  to  excite  the  compaffion  of  his 
"  fellow-citizens :  whilft  Clodius,  at  the  head  of  his  mob, 
"  contrived  to  meet  and  infult  him  at  every  turn.  But 
"  Cicero  foon  gathered  friends  enough  to  fecure  him 
**  from  fuch  irfults  ;  and  the  whole  body  of  the  knights, 
'*'  top-ether  vvith  the  young  nobility  to  the  number  of 
**  20,000,  headed  by  Craflus'the  fon,  all  changed  their 
*•  habit,  and  perpetually  attended  him  about  the  city  to  im- 
"  plore  the  protection  and  affiftancc  of  the  people."  Plut. 
in  Cic.     Orat.  poji  red,-     Middlet.  life  of  Cic.  i.   340. 

*3  In  this  number  was  Pompey  himfelf,   who  tho'  he  had 
given  Cicero  the  moft  folemn  affurances  that  he  would,  at 
the  hazard  of  his  life,   proteft  him  againft  Clodius  ;    yet 
when  afterwards  our  author  foliicited  the  execution  of  this 
promife,    he  treated   him  with  much   rudenefs  as  well   as 
great  treachery,    and  abfolutely  refufed  to  concern  himfelf 
in   the  affair.     Ad  Att,  ii.   20.  x.  4.     It  feems  altogether 
unaccountable  that  Cicero  (liould  be  fo  injudicious   as   to 
touch  upon  a  circumr.:ance  that  deftroys  the  whole  force  of 
his  apology  ;    fo  far  I  mean,  as  he  intended  to  juftify  his 
condud  by  his  friendfhip  to  Pompey.     For  it  exceeds  all 
power  of  credulity  to  imagine,   that  he  could  really  be  in- 
fluenced by  a  motive  of  that  kind  with  refpecl  to  a  man, 
'iv'hofe  infmcerity  he  had  fo  lately  and  fo  feverely  experi- 
enced. 

6  vere 
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A.U.699.  vere  muft  their  condemnation  prove,  who  art- 
fully alarmed  me  with  their  pretended  fears  ? 
Let  it  be  noted  at  the  fame  time  to  my  ho- 
nour, that  zealous  as  my  fellow-citizens  fhewed 
themfelves  to  rife  up  in  the  defence  of  a  man 
who  had  formerly  Hood  forth  in  theirs ;  yet  I 
would  not  fufFer  them  to  be  expofed  (unfup- 
ported  as  they  were  by  thofe  who  ought  to  have 
been  their  protedors)  to  the  barbarous  infults 
of  a  lawlefs  banditti.  On  the  contrary,  I  ra- 
ther chofe  the  world  lliould  judge  by  the  power 
of  my  friends  in  recalling  me  from  my  exile, 
what  their  honeft  unanimity  could  have  eiFeded, 
had  I  permitted  them  to  have  drawn  their  fwords 
to  prevent  it. 

You  were  fenfible  of  this  general  zeal  in  my 
favour,  when  you  undertook  my  caufe  :  and 
you  not  only  encojraged,  but  confirmed  it,  by 
your  influence  and  authority.  I  l^all  always 
moft  wilimgly  acknowledge,,  that  you  were 
afllfted  upon  this  occafion  by  fome  of  the  moil: 
confiderable  perfons   in  Rome  ^*  i  who,  it  mufl: 

'*  Clodius  was  fo  dated  with  his  ^ucx•ef^  againfl  Cicero, 
llir.t  he  had  no  fooner  driven  him  out  of  Rome,  than  he 
conceived  hopes  of  rendering  hinilclf  no  lei's  formidable  to 
Ca^far  and  Pompey.  Accordingly  he  entered  into  an  open 
oppofitioii  againlt  them  both  ;  which  he  carried  on  with 
fo  much  warmth  and  petulance,  that  at  lengtli  they  found 
it  expedient  for  their  purpoll-i,  to  nioiiify  iiim  by  recalhng 
Cicero. 

be 
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be  owned,  exerted  themfelves  with  much  greater  A.u.699. 
vigour  in  procuring  my  return,  than  in  prevent- 
ing my  banifliment.  And  had  they  perfifled 
in  the  fame  refolute  difpofition,  they  might  have 
recovered  their  own  authority  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  obtained  my  reftoration.  The  fpirits, 
in  truth,  of  the  ariftocratical  part  of  the  re- 
public were  at  this  jun6l:ure  greatly  raifed  and 
animated,  by  the  inflexible  patriotifm  of  your 
condu6t  during  your  confullhip,  together  with 
Pompey's  concurrence  in  the  fame  meafures. 
Caefar  likewife,  when  he  faw  the  fenate  diflin- 
guilhing  his  glorious  aftions  by  the  moft  fingu- 
lar  and  unprecedented  honours,  joined  in  adding 
weight  to  the  authority  of  that  affcmbly.  Had 
thefe  happy  circumftances  therefore  been  rightly 
improved,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for 
any  ill-defigning  citizen,  to  have  violated  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  the  commonwealth.  But 
let  me  intreat  you  to  reflecfl  a  moment  on  the 
fubfequent  condud  of  my  political  affociates. 
In  the  firft  place,  they  fcreened  from  punifh- 
ment  that  infamous  intruder  on  the  matron- 
myfteries,  who  fhewed  no  more  reverence  for  the 
awful  ceremonies  of  the  goddefs  in  whofe  ho- 
nour thefe  facred  folemnities  are  celebrated,  than 
for  the  chaftity  of  his  three  lifters  *^     And  thus 

-'  Clodius  (as  Plutarch  relates  the  ftory)  had  an  intrigue 

Vol.  I.  N  by 
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A.  u.  699.  by  preventing  a  worthy  tribune  of  the  people 
fi'om  obtaining  that  juflice  upon  Clodiivs  which 
he  endeavoured  to  procure,  they  deprived  future 
times  of  a  moft  fakitary  example  of  chaftifed 
fedition  ^^.     Did    not  they  fuffer  likewife  that 

with  Fompeia,  Caefar's  wife  :  but  as  he  could  not  eafily 
gain  accefs  to  her,  he  took  the  opportunity  while  fhe  was 
celebrating  the  mylleries  of  the  l>0Ka  Dea  at  her  own  houfe, 
to  enter  difguiied  in  a  woman's  habit.  '  While  he  was  ivait- 
ing  in  one  of  the  apartments  for  Poinpeia,  he  Was  difco- 
Vered  by  a  maid-fervant  of  Cxfar's  mothef ;  who  imme- 
diately giving  the  alarm,  \\t  was  driven  obt-of  this,  female? 
ailembly  with  great  indignation. — ; — The  bona  Dea,  as  the 
fame  author  informs  us,  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  lirvad 
with  whom  the  God  Faun  us  had  an  amOur.  Thefe  rites 
tvere  held  in  the  highell  veneration,  and  conduced  with  the 
jnoll  profound  fecrecy.  They  were  celebrated  annually  by 
women  at  the  houfe  of  the  conful  or  pr?etor,  and  it  was  not 
lawful  for  any  male  to  be  prefent.  Seneca  tells  us,  they 
carried  this  precaution  fo  far,  that  if  there  happened  tO 
be  a  piAure  of  any  male  animal  in  the  room  whei'e  thefa 
myltic  ceremonies  were  performing,  it  was  thought  necef- 
fary  it  fhould  be  veiled.     Plut.  in  Co'f,     Sen.  ep.  97. 

Clodius   was   fufpeded   of  having  a  criminal  commerce., 
with  his  thretf  fillers. 

^^  Leiitulus  immediately  upon  entering  on  his  confalar 
office  A.  U.  696.  moved  the  fcnate  that  Cicero  might  be 
-reitored  :  in  which  he  was  feconded  by  Pompey  with  mirch 
•zeal,  and  the  \¥hoIe  houfe  unanimoufly  concun-ed  in  the 
Inotion.  Serranus,  however,  a  tribune  of  the  people,  in- 
terpofing  his  negative,  no  decree  couM  pafs  at  that  time  : 
neverthelefs  it  was  with  one  confent  refolved,  that  on  the 
,  22d  of  the  fame   month,   a  law  Ihould  be  propofcd  to  the 

people  for  Cicero's  recall.  When  the  appointed  day  ar- 
rived, the  friends  of  Cicero  found  the  Forum  in  the  pof- 
fellion  of  Clodius,  who  had  planted  his  mob  there  over-night, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  promulgation  of  this  law.  A  very 
bloody  Ikirmilh  enfued,  in  which  feveral  lives  were  loft  and 
many  other  outrages  committed  :  in  confequence  of  which, 
Clodius  was  impeached  by  Mile  as  a  difturber  of  the  public 
peace.  But  Metellus,  the  collegue  of  Lentulus,  together 
with  Appius  the  praetor,  and  Serranus  the  tribune,  defer- 

monument. 
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monument,  that  glorious  monument,  which  was  A.u.699. 
eredled,  not  indeed  with  the  fpoils  I  had  gained 
in    foreign   wars,    but    by    the    generofity    of 
the  fenate  for  my  civil  fervicesj  did  they  not 
mofl   fhamefully   fuffer  it  to  be  infcribed  with 
the  name   of  the  cruel   and  avowed  enemy  of 
his  country  ^^  ?  Obliged,  moft  certainly,  I  am  to 
them  for  having  rellored  me  to  the  common- 
wealth :   But  I  could  wiHi  they  had  conduced 
themfelves,  not  only  like  phyficians  whofe  views 
terminate  merely  in  the  health  of  their  patients^ 
but  like  the  Alipt^  ^^  alfo,  who  endeavour  to 
eflablifh  the  fpirits  and  vigour  of  thofe  under 
their  care.     Whereas  they  have  afted  with  re- 
mined  to  fcreen  Clodius :  and  accordingly  by  a  mofl:  dan- 
'^erous  exercife  of  their  authority,  they  publifhed  their  fe- 
Veral  edidts   commanding  all   farther    proceedings  in   this 
profecution  to  be  difcontinued.     It  was   a  very  impolitic 
power   (as  a   late  ingenious   writer  upon  government  ob- 
ferves)  which  was  lodged  in  the  tribunes,  of  thus  preventing 
the  execution  of  the  laws  as  well  as  the  paiTing  of  them,  and 
which  caufed  infinite  mifchiefs  to  the  republic.     Orat- pro 
Sext.  34,  35.  41.      VEfprit  dis  loi:(.  i.  223. 

"  *'  After  the  fuppreflion  of  Catiline's  confpiracy,  the 
**  fenate  decreed  that  a  temple  Ihould  be  ereded  to  Liberty, 
*'  as  a  public  monument  of  their  late  happy  deliverance. 
*•  This  temple  was  raifed  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Palatine, 
*•  near  Cicero's  houfe.  And  as  the  infcription  fixed  therc- 
*•  on,  undoubtedly  mentioned  Cicero  with  honour,  Clodius 
*'  erafed  thofe  words,  and  placed  his  own  name  in  their 
*'  ftead."     Manutius. 

*"  The  AUpta  were  perfons  who  prepared  the  bodies  of 
the  athletic  combatants,  by  unftions  and  other  proper 
methods  for  rendering  them  vigorous  and  ailive  in  their 
gymnaftic  exsrcifes, 

N  2  gard 
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A.U.699.  gard  to  me,  as  Apelles  did  in  relation  to  his  ce- 
lebrated picture  of  Venus ''' :  they  have  finifhed 
one  part  of  their  work  with  great  fkill  and 
accuracy,  but  left  all  the  reft  a  mere  rude  and 
imperfeft  fketch. 

In  one  article,  however,  I  had  the  fatisfa6lion 
to  difappoint  my  enemies.  They  imagined  my 
banifhment  would  have  wrought  the  fame  effeft 
on  me,  which  they  falfeiy  fuppofed  a  calamity  of 
a  like  kind  produced  formerly  in  Quintus  Metel- 
ius.  This  excellent  perfon  (whom  I  look  upon 
to  have  been  a  man  of  the  greateft  fortitude  and 
magnanimity  of  any  in  his  times)  they  repre- 

■^^  Apelles,  one  of  the  greateft  mafters  of  painting  in 
antient  Greece-,  was  a  native  of  Coos,  and  fiourilhed  in  the 
H2th  Olymp.  or  about  332  years  before  Chrift.  His  prin- 
cipal excellency  confifted  in  the  inimitable  grace  which 
diftinguifhed  all  his  performances.  Pliny  the  elder  ha5»  by 
a  very  ftrong  expreflion,  informed  us  of  the  amazing  force 
of  his  pencil  :  pinxit  (fays  that  author)  qua pingi  non  poffiinly 
tonitrua,  fiilgiira  et  fulgetra.  He  could  even  convey  ideas 
tvhich  feemed  impofilble  to  be  raifed  by  colours,  and  ani- 
mate his  fublime  pieces  with  all  the  terrors  of  thunder  and 
lightning.  His  capital  performance  v.'as  a  figure  of  Ve- 
nus, which  appears  to  have  been  at  Rome  in  the  times  of 
Auguftus.  I'he  lower  parts  of  this  piiturc  being  damaged, 
no  painter  would  venture  to  retouch  it.  Something  of  tha 
fame  kind  is  mentioned  to  the  honour  of  Raphael,  whofe 
paintings  in  the  little  Farnefe  at  Rome  being  fomewhat 
fpoiled,  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  even  Carlo 
Maratti  was  prevailed  upon  to  reftore  them.  Apelles  be- 
gan a  fecond  figure  of  Venus  which  he  intended  Ihould 
excel  his  lirft  :  but  he  died  before  he  had  proceeded  any 
farther  in  that  defign  than  the  head  and  fhoulders.  ^in^. 
xii.  10.  Plin.  H.  N.  XXXV.  10.  Rtjicx.  fitr  la  Porf,  et  fur 
la  Pant, 

fenced 
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fented  as  broken  and  difpirited  after  his  return  A.u.6g9. 
from  exile  '".     But  if  broken  he  really  were,  it 

3°  Qi  Caecilius  Metellus  was  in  the  number  of  thofe  who 
oppofed  the  faftion  of  Caius  Marius  :  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was  at  length  driven  into  exile.  The  immediate 
occafion,  however,  of  his  fentence  was  this  :  Saturninus,  a 
tribune  of  the  people,  and  creature  of  Marius,  propofed  a 
law  in  the  year  653,  which,  among  other  things  enacted, 
that  **  the  fenators  fhould  Avear  to  ratify  whatever  the 
*'  people  ordained."  This  oath  Metellus,  with  the  true 
fpirit  of  antient  Rome,  refolutely  refufed  to  take  :  and 
when  his  friends  reprefented  to  him  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  which  would  probably  attend  his  perfevering  in 
that  honeft  refolution,  he  nobly  replied,  it  is  the  charade • 
rijiic  of  a  man  of  virtue  and  honour  to  a^  rightly,  iv  hat  ever 
confequences  may  enfue.  Accordingly  a  decree  parted  in  an 
aH'embly  of  the  people,  for  his  banifliment :  and  when  his 
friends  oft'ered  him  their  afliftance  to  withlland  this  piece  of 
public  injulHce,  he  generoufly  refufed  their  aid  ;  for,  faid 
he,  either  public  meajures  ivill  he  changed,  and  the  people  ncill 
repent  of  the  injury  they  hai'e  done  me',  and  then  I  Jhall  be  re~ 
called  nuith  honour  :  or  they  ivill  continue  in  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  ;  and  /';;  that  cafe  banijhment  ivill  be  a  happinefs.  He 
greatly  chofe  therefore  to  withdraw  himl'clf  from  the  de- 
ftruftive  politics  of  his  country  ;  and  retiring  to  Rhodes, 
he  calmly  fpent  his  time  in  philofophical  ftudies.  His  vir- 
tues, however,  prevailed  at  lall  over  the  iniquity  of  his  per- 
fecutors,  and  he  was  reftort-d  to  the  republic  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  oppofition  of  Marius.  Cicero  has  recorded  a 
circumllance  relating  to  Metellus,  that  gives  one  the  higheft 
idea  of  the  charader  he  ertjoyed  aniongfl:  his  comitrv- 
men.  He  was  accufed,  it  feems,  by  the  Mailan  faction 
of  having  been  guilty  of  public  extortion  ;  but  when  he 
entered  upon  his  defence  and  pioduced  his  liccounis,  the 
judges  refufed  to  infpeft  them,  as  being  well  convinced 
that  Metellus  had  a  loul  much  too  enlarged  to  he  capable 
of  any  thing  fo  mean  as  injuilice.  I  cannot  forbear  men- 
tioning likewife  a  noble  expreflion  of  this  great  man  in  a 
letter  written  during  his  banilhrnent,  as  it  flunvs  the  fpirit 
with  which  he  bore  hii  misfortune.  ///;  (iuiniici  fc.)  ;«fv 
et  hsnejiate  interdiSli  \  ego  7uque  aqua  ncque  igni  (areo,  ctfum-^ 

N  3  coulti 
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A.U.699.  CGuId  not  be  the  effect  of  his  adverfity  :  as  it  Is 
certain  he  fubnmitted  to  his  fentence  without  the 
leaft  relu(ftance,  and  lived  under  it,  not  only  with 
indifference,  but  with  chearfulnefs.  The  truth 
is,  no  man  ever  equalled  him  in  the  ftrengr.h  and 
heroifm  of  his  mind  :  no,  not  even  the  cele- 
brated  Marcus  Scaurus  himfelf  '\     Neverthe- 

tna gloria  frunifcor.  ^'  Whilft  my  enemies, /ays  Z-^,  vainly 
*'  hoped  to  banifh  me  from  the  common  benehts  of  foclety, 
*'  which  however  I  ftill  enjoy,  together  with  the  higheft 
*'  glory  ;  they  have  much  more  feverely  banidied  from 
**  their  own  breafts  all  fentiments  of  juftice  and  honour." 
One  cannot  but  acknowledge  with  regret,  that  neither  the 
enemies  nor  the  friends  of  Cicero  did  him  juftice,  when 
they  compared  him  to  Metellus  :  for,  befides  the  great  fu- 
periority  of  the  latter  in  the  prefent  inftance,  he  upon  all 
occafions  a£led  confiftently  with  his  avowed  political  prin- 
ciples, and  preferved  an  uniform  and  unfullied  reputation 
to  the  end  of  his  days.  Plut.  in  'vit.  C.  Mar.  Ep.  adAtt.  \. 
16.  Or  at.  pro  Balbo  in  princip.  Aul.  Gel.  xvii,  2.  Sal.  bel. 
Jugicrtb.  47.      _ 

^'  M.  ^milius  Scaurus  was  advanced  a  fecond  time  to 
the  honour  of  the  confular  office,  in  the  year  of  Rome  646, 
having  enjoyed  that  dignity  eight  years  before.  He  is 
mentioned  by  Cicero  among  the  orators  of  that  age  :  but 
there  was  more  of  force  and  authority  in  what  he  delivered, 
than  of  grace  in  his  manner,  or  elegance  in  his  expreflion. 
He  was  accufed  in  his  latter  days  of  having  carried  on 
a  traiterous  correfpondence  with  Mithridates.  The  Ihort 
fpeech  which  he  made  in  his  defence  is  extremely  remark- 
able, and  gives  one  a  lively  image  of  that  manly  contempt 
with  which  a  mind  confcious  of  its  integrity  ought  ever  to 
treat  the  calumnies  of  an  accufer  whofe  hio^vn  character 
affords  the  beft  and  moft  expeditious  antidote  againft  his 
malice.  The  venerable  old  man  ftood  forth  in  the  midft  of 
the  affembly,  and  addrefiing  himfelf  to  the  whole  audience, 
fpake  to  this  effeft  :  "  It  is  fomewhat  hard,  my  countrymen, 
*.'  that  I  fhould  be  obliged  to  give  an  account  to  the  pre- 
V.  fent  generation,  of  what  I  tranfafted  before  they  were 

6  lefs. 


Book  II.      of    C  I  C  E  R  O.  183 

lefs,  fuch  as  they  had  heard,  or  at  leafl  chofe  a. 11.6^9. 
to  imagine  Metellus  to  have  been,  they  figured^ 
me  to  themfelves  :  or,  if  polTible  indeed,  even 
yet  more  abjeft.  The  revcrfe,  however,  proved 
to  be  the  cafe :  and  that  oreneral  concern  which 
the  whole  republic  exprefled  at  my  abfence,  in- 
fpired  me  with  more  vigorous  fpirits  than  J 
had  ever  before  enjoyed.  The  fail  is,  that  the 
fentence  of  banifliment  againil  Metellus  was  re- 
pealed by  a  law  propofed  only  by  a  fingle  tri- 
bune of  the  people:  whereas  I  was  recalled  from 
mine  upon  the  motion  of  the  conful  himfelf  ^% 
and  by  a  law  in  wliich  every  magiftrate  of  ^ome 
concurred.  Let  me  add  likewife,  that  each 
order  and  degree  in  the  commonwealth,  headed 
by  the  fenate   and  fupported  by  ail  Italy,  zea- 

*'  born.  But  notwithftanding  the  greater  part  of  this  AC- 
*'  fembly  are  too  young  to  have  been  witnefFes  of  the  fer- 
"  vices  and  honours  ot  my  former  life,  I  will  venture  to 
**  reft  the  whole  of  my  defence  upon  a  fingle  queftion. 
*'  Varius,  then,  afferts  that  bcaurus  was  bribed  to  betray 
"  his  country  ;  Scaurus  on  the  other  hand,  utterly  denies 
**  that  he  ever  was  tainted  with  a  crime  of  this  nature. 
*'  Now  lay  your  hands  upon  your  hearts,  and  tell  me,  my 
*'  fellow-citizens,  to  which  of  thefe  two  men  you  will  give 
♦*  credit  ?"  The  people  were  fo  ftruck  with  the  honeft  fim- 
plicity  of  this  fpeech,  that  Scaurus  v.as  difmiifed  with  ho- 
nour, and  his  infamous  accufer  hiflod  out  of  the  AfTcmbly  : 
De  c/ar.  Orat.  I  lo,  in.  Val.  Max.  iii.  7.  Saluji.  hel.  Ju- 
gurth.      Orat.  pro  Fror.teio.     A^t.  i.inVerr. 

^^  Lentulus,    the  perfon    to   whdm   this   letter    is    ad- 
drefied. 

N  4  loufly 
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A.u.699.1oufly  united  in  one  common  effort  for  reco- 
vering me  to  my  country.  Yet  high  as  thefc 
unexampled  honours  were,  they  have  never 
elated  my  heart  with  pride,  or  tempted  me  to 
aflume  an  air  which  could  give  juft  offence  even 
to  the  mofl  malevolent  of  my  enemies.  The 
whole  of  my  ambition  is,  not  to  be  wanting 
either  in  advice  or  afTiflance  to  my  friends  j  or 
even  to  thofe  whom  I  have  no  great  reafon  to 
rank  in  that  number.  It  is  this,  perhaps,  which 
has  given  the  real  ground  of  complaint  to  thofe 
who  view  only  the  luftre  of  my  adions,  but  can- 
not be  fenfible  of  the  pains  and  folicitude  they 
cofl  me.  But  whatever  the  true  caufe  may  be» 
the  pretended  one  is,  my  having  promoted  the 
honours  of  C«far :  a  circumflance  which  they 
interpret,  it  feems,  as  a  renunciation  of  my  old 
maxims.  The  genuine  motives  however  of  my 
conduct  in  this  inflance  are,  not  only  what  I 
juft  before  mentioned,  but  particularly  what  I 
hinted  in  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  and  will 
now  more  fully  explain. 

You  will  not  find  then,  my  friend,  the  arifto- 
cratical  part  of  the  republic  difpofed  to  purfue 
the  fame  fyflem,  as  when  you  left  them.  That 
fyflem  I  mean,  which  I  endeavoured  to  eflablidi 
when  I  was  conful,  and  which,  tho'  afterwards 

occafionaily 
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occaConally  interrupted,  and  at  length  entirely  A.u.699, 
ovejrthrown,  was  again  fully  reflored  during 
your,  adminifiration.  It  is  now  however  totally 
abandoned  by  thole  who  ought  moft  ftrenuoufly 
to  have  fupported  it.  I  do  not  afTert  this  upon 
the  credit  only  of  appearances,  in  which  it  is 
exceedingly  eafy  to  difTemble :  I  fpeak  it  upon 
the  unquellionable  evidence  of  fafls,  and  the 
public  proceedings  of  thofe  who  were  ftiled  pa- 
triots in  my  confulate.  The  general  fcheme  of 
politics  therefore  being  thus  changed,  it  i$ 
tinre,  moft  certainly,  for  every  man  of  prudence 
(in  which  number  I  have  the  ambition  to  be 
juflly  accounted)  to  vary  likewijfe  his  particular 
plan.  Accordingly,  that  chief  and  fivourite 
guide  of  my  principles  whom  I  have  already 
quoted,  the  divine  Plato  himfelf  advifes,  not  to 
prefs  any  political  point  farther  than  is  confonant 
to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  community  :  for  me- 
thods of  violence,  he  maintains,  are  no  more  to 
be  ufcd  towards  one's  country,  than  one's  parent. 
Upon  this  maxim,  he  tells  us,  he  declined  engag- 
ing in  public  affairs  :  and  as  he  found  the  people 
of  Athens  confirmed  by  long  habit  in  their  mii- 
taken  notions  of  government,  he  did  not  think  it 
lawful  to  attempt  by  force,  what  he  defpaircd  of 
cffcifling  by  perfuafion.     My  fituatjon,  hovrever. 
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A.U.699.  is  in  this  refpect  di/Ferent  from  Plato's  :  for  on  the 
one  hand,  as  I  have  already  embarked  in  public 
affairs^  it  is  too  late  to  deliberate  whether  I  fhould 
now  enter  upon  them  or  not  :  fo  on  the  other, 
the  Roman  people  are  by  no  m^eans  fo  incapable 
of  judging  of  their  true  intereft  as  he  reprefents 
the  Athenians.  It  is  my  happinefs,  indeed,  to  be 
able  by  the  fame  meafures  to  confult  at  once  both 
-my  own  and  my  country's  welfare  '^     To  thefe 

'^  If  Cicero  was   fincere  in  what  he  here  aiTerted,  and 
really  imagined  that  by  falling  in  with  the  fchemes  of  Cs- 
far  and  Pompey,  he  could  more  effeflually  ferve  his  coun- 
try, as  well  as  himfelf;  his  policy,  as  far  as  we  can  judge 
of  it  at  this  diftance,  feems  to  have  been  very  extraordinary. 
To  have  fupported  the  one  in  oppofition  to  the  other,  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  a  probable  method  of  defeating  the  de- 
figns  of  both  ;  as  they  could  neither  of  them  have  advanced 
to  fo  formidable  a  height,  if  they  had  not  mutually  aiCfled 
in  raifing  each  other.     But  to  join  in  their  coalition,  was 
in  effeft  to  be  accefTory  in   cementing   an   union   moft  evi- 
dently calculated  for  the  ruin  of  the  commonwealth.     This 
reafoning  is  not  built  merely   upon  diftant  fpeculation,  but 
is  fupported    by   the  exprefs  teftiraony  of  one  who  was  not 
only  an  adtor  in  this  important  fcene,  but  well  underllood 
the  plot  that  was  carrying  on.     *'  You  are   miflaken   (laid 
**  Cato  to  thofe  who  were  lamenting  the  breach  that  after- 
'^  wards  happened  between  Pompey  and   Ca:far)  you   are 
"  mif.aken  in  charging  our  calamities  on  that  event:  they 
*'  owe  their  rife   to  another  caufe,  and   began,  not  when 
'*  Porr.pey  and  Caefar  became  enemies,  but  when  they  were 
**  made  friends."     The  difficulty  of  jufiifying  Cicero  in 
this   meafure  grows  ftill  frronger,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  he  muft  have  been  fenfible  at  this  very  time,  how  much 
was  to  be  dreaded  from  the  power  of  thefe  his  pretended 
friends.     For  he  allures  Atticus  in  a  letter  which  was  writ- 
ten at  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  that  he  forefaw 
the  ftorm  that  had  been  gathering  to  deftroy  the  Republic, 
fourteen  years  before  it  fell  ;  and  calls  the  union  of  thefe 
ambitious  chiefs, /celerat^  confenfionis fides,  a  wicked  confede- 

confiderations 
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confiderations  I  muft  add  thofe  uncommon  afts  A.u.  c 
of  gcnerofity,  which  Caefar  has  exerced  both 
t077ards  my  brother  and  myfelf :  ib  much  in- 
deed beyond  all  example,  that  even  whatever 
had  been  his  fuccefs,  I  ihould  have  thought  it 
incumbent  upon  me,  at  lead  to  have  defended 
him.  But  now,  dillinguifhed,  as  he  is,  by  fuch 
a  wonderful  feries  of  profperity,  and  crowned 
with  fo  many  glorious  viftories,  I  cannot  bist 
efteem  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  the  republic,  ab- 
ftrafbed  from  all  perfonal  obligations  to  himfeif, 
to  promote  his  honours  as  far  as  lie*  in  my 
power.  And  believe  me,  it  is  at  once  my  con- 
fefiion  and  my  glor}%  that  next  to  you,  together 
with  the  other  generous  authors  c^  my  rellora- 
tion,  there  is  not  a  m.an  in  the  world  from  whom 
I  have  received  fuch  amicable  offices. 

And  now,  having  laid  before  you  the  prin- 
cipal motives  of  my  conduct  in  general,  I  fhall 
be  the  better  able  to  fatisfy  you  concerning  my 
behaviour  with  relpect  to  CrafTus  and  Vatinius 
in  particular :  for  as  to  Appius  and  C^ar,  I 
have  the  pleafure  to  find  that  you  acquit  me  of 
all  reproach. 

rac)'.  To  which  he  adds,  that  they  had  upon  all  occauoBE 
preferred  the  interei:  of  their  families,  and  the  advancement 
of  their  power,  to  the  honour  and  welfare  of  their  cspatrjr. 
Flut,  in  'vit.  Pomp,     Ad  Att.  x.  4. 

Mv 
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^.U.699.  My  recorKrIliation  then  with  Vatinius  '♦  was 
effedted  by  the  mediation  of  Pompey,  foon 
after  the  former  was  elected  Prastor.  I  mufl 
confefs,  when  he  petitioned  to  be  admitte^  a 
candidate  for  that  office,  I  very  warmly  oppofed 
him  in  the  '*  fenate :  but  it  was  much  lefs  frpm 

'*  Some  obfervations  have  already  been  made  upon 
Cicero's  conduft  with  regard  co  Vatinias ;  fee  remark  the 
5th  on  this  letter. 

''  The  pafTage  in  the  original,  it  is  acknowledged,  dees 
not  abfolutely  imply  the  fenfe  which  is  given  to  it  in  the 
tranflation.     It   runs   thus  :  turn   quidem  ego  ejus  petitionem 
gravijjimis  in  fenatu  fenteiitiis  oppugaajjhn.     But  it  is  not  eafy 
to  conceive  in  what  manner  the  competition  between   Cato 
and  Vatinius  in  relation  to  the  oihce  of  Prjetor,  could  come 
before  the  Senate,   unlefs  the  authority  of  that  aiTembly 
were  feme  way  neceffary  in  nominating  or  recommending 
the  candidates  to  the  people.     This  interpretation   feems 
to  be  favoured  by  a  paflage  in  one  of  Pliny's  letters.     Me» 
fuffragio  (fays  he,  fpeaking  of  a  friend  for  whom,  not  being 
legally  qualified  to  fue  for  the  Tribunate,  he  had  obtained 
a  difpenfation  from  the  Emperor  for  that  purpofe)  Meo/uf- 
fragio  per'venit  ad  jus  Tribunatum  petendi,  quern  niji  obtinet  in 
ienatu,  <vereor  ne  decepijje  Ccefarem  'videar.   ii.  9.     That  the 
Senate  originally  claimed  this  prerogative  with   refpeft   to 
:ke  elediion  of  Kings,  is   indifputable.     P aires  dcre-vsrunt 
(as  Livy  informs   us)    ut  cum  populus  regent  juJJiJTet,   id  fie 
ratum   tffet,  fi  patres  auilores  fierent.  i.    17.     It  is  equally 
clear  likewile  that  the  Senate   exercifed  a  privilege  of  the 
fame  kind  after  the  republican  government  was  eftablilhed  :v 
for  Cicero  taking  notice  in  one  of  his  orations  of  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  that  had  been  formerly  made  by  that  Augiirt: 
aflembly  in   order  to   extend  their  power,  adds;  turn  enim 
magijiratum  non  gerebat  is  qui  ceperat,  fi  patres  auSiores  non 
erant  faili.     Orac.  pro  Plane.  3.     But  the  difficulty  is,  this 
fpeech  was  delivered  in    the  very  fame  year  in  which  the 
prefent  letter  was  writien  ;  fo  that  tlie  pail'age  quoted  fronn 
It  feems  to  imply  that  no  fugh  right  htbfilled  at    the  time 
Qnder  confideration  :  and  indeed  Dr.  Chapman   produces  it 
in  coniirination   of  this   noiioa,  (Lfiay  on  R.  S.  p.  317.) 

my 
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my  refentment  to  the  man  himfelf,  than  in  order  A.u.  69^. 
to  fupport  the  honour  and  intereft  of  Cato ". 
Soon  after  this,  he  was  impeached :  and  it  was 
in  compliance  with  the  earneft  folicitation  of 
Csfar,  that  I  undertook  his  defence.  But  you 
muft  not  inquire  why  I  appeared  at  this  trial, 
or  indeed  at  any  other  of  the  fame  kind,  as 
a  witnefs  in  favour  of  the  accufed  :  left  I 
ftiould  hereafter  have  an  opportunity  of  retort- 
ing the  queftion  upon  you.  Tho'  to  fay  truth, 
I  may  fairly  afk  it  even  now :  for  do  you  not 
remember,  my  friend,  in  whofe  behalf  it  was 
that  you  formerly  tranfmitted  certain  honourable 

The  difficulty  however,  may,  perhaps,  be  folved  by  fuppo- 
fing  that  Cicero's  meaning  is  to  be  taken  reftriftively,  and 
that  the  prerogative  of  the  Senate  in  the  nomination  of 
candidates  for  the  feveral  magiftracies,  or  at  leaft  in  con- 
firming their  eleftion,  was  aboliihed  only  with  refpeft  to 
the  eleftion  of^diles,  which  it  is  certain  he  had  princi- 
pally in  view  ;  but  remained,  neverthelefs,  in  its  ufual  force 
as  to  all  others.  Conjedlures  are  allowable  in  points  of  fo 
much  obfcurity,  and  in  which  neither  critics  nor  commen- 
tators afford  any  light :  but  what  folidity  there  may  be  in 
that  which  runs  through  the  prefent  remark,  is  fubraitted 
to  the  judgment  of  more  fuccefsful  inquirers. 

'  Cato,  the  year  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  had  foli- 
cited  the  Praetorfhip,  in  order  to  arm  himfelf  with  the 
authority  of  that  important  office  againft  the  dangerous  de- 
fjgns  of  CrafTus  and  Pompey  ;  who  were  at  that  time  Con- 
fuls.  But  they  were  too  well  aware  of  the  honell  purpofes 
of  this  inflexible  Patriot,  not  to  obftrud  his  eleftion  :  and 
accordingly  they  carried  it  againft  him  in  favour  of  the 
pliant  and  worthlefs  Vatinius,  whofe  pretenfions  they  fup- 
ported  by  every  infamous  method  of  artifice,  corruption, 
and  violence,     Plut,  in  t/>,  Caici. 

teflimonials 
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A.tJ.  ^9$,  teftimdnials  ^ven  from  the  utmoft  limits  of  the 
Roman  empire  ?  You  need  not  fcriiple,  how- 
ever, to  acknowledge  the  fa6t :  for  1  have  acled> 
and  fhall  continue  to  aft,  the  fame  part  towards 
thofe  very  perfons.  But  to  return  to  Vatinius  *. 
belides  the  reafons  I  have  already  afiigned,  I 
Was  provoked  to  engage  in  his  defence,  by  an 
oppofition  of  the  fame  fort  which  the  parafite 
recommends  to  the  amorous  foldier  in  the  play  **. 
The  obfequious  Gnatho,  you  know,  advifes  his 
friend  the  captain  whenever  his  miftrefs  endea- 
vours to  pique  his  jealoufy  by  iTientioning  his 
rival  Phffdria,  to  play  off  Pamphita  upon  her 
in  return.  Thus,,  as  I  told  the  judges  at  this 
trial,  iince  certain  honourable  perfons  who  v/erc 
formerly  much  in  my  intereft,  had  thotight 
proper  by  many  '■  little  mortifying  inftances  in 
the  fenate,  lo  carefs  my  avowed  enemy  before 
my  face  J  I  thought  it  biit  equitable  to  have 
a  Clodius  on  my  part,  in  oppofition.  to  the 
Clodius  on  their's.  Accordingly  I  have  iiport 
many  occafions  a6ted  fuitably  to  this  .declara- 
tion :  and  all  the  world  acknowledges  I  have 
reafon  ". 

3«  The  Eunuch  of  Terence. 

3'  The  condudt  of  Cicero  with  rcgarel  to  Vatinlus  api 
pears  by  no  means  parallel  with  that  of  the  arillocratical 
party  towards  Clodius.  The  lattar  was  now  at  variance 
with  Ca;far  and  Pompey:  and  it  was  undoubtedly  a  jqft 
and  rational  policy  to  take  advantage  of  that  difTention, 

Having 
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Having  thus  explained  my  condu6t  with  re-A.u.699. 
gard  to  Vatinius,  I  will  now  ky  before  you 
thofe  motives  which  determined  me  in  refpetfb 
to  Craflus  '^.  I  v/as  willing,  for  the  fake  of 
the  common  caufe,  to  bury  in  oblivion  the 
many  and  great  injuries  I  had  formerly  receiv- 
ed from  him.  Agreeably  to  this  difpofition, 
as  we  were  then  upon  good  terms,  1  Ihould 
have,  borne  his  unexpected  defence  of  Gabi- 
nius  ^^,  (whom  he  had  very  lately  with  fo  much 

and  endeavour  by  an  artful  management  to  ^aln  him  over 
to  the  caufe  of  liberty.  But  Cicero's  engaging  in  the  fup- 
port  of  Vatinius,  cannot  be  juflified  by  any  political  reafouji 
of  this  nature;  and  to  fpeak  truth,  it  feems  to  be  altoge- 
ther without  exciife.  For  Vatinius  was  aftually  in  league 
with  the  enemies  of  his  country  :  To  efpoufe  his  caufe 
therefore  was  to  llrengthen  their  faction,  and  faciitice 
public  intereft  to  private  pique. 

■'*'  See  the  remarks  on  the  7th  letter  of  this  B.  particu- 
larly rem.  6.  and  9.  p.  128. 

2^  Aulus  Gabiuius  was  Conful  the  fame  year  in  which 
Cicero  was  fo  outrageoufly  perfecuted  by  Clodius  ;  with 
whom  (as  has  been  obferved  in  the  notes  above)  Gabinius 
moll  zealoufly  concurred.  To  give  his  charafter  as  Cicefo 
himfelf  has  drawn  it  in  feveral  of  his  Ofations,  he  was  efFei* 
minate  in  his  mien,  difTolute  in  his  principles,  a\id  a  pro- 
fefled  libertine  in  every  kind.  After  the  expiration  of  his 
Confulate  in  696  he  went  governor  into  Syria  ;  from  whence 
he  was  recalled  the  following  year  by  a  decree  of  the  Se- 
nate. Cicero  fpoke  very  warmly  in  favour  of  the  decree ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  difpute  here  mentioned  between 
him  and  Crafl'us,  happened  in  the  debates  which  arofe  upon 
this  occafion.  Not  many  months  after  the  date  of  this 
letter,  Gabinius  was  impeached  for  malc-pradtices  daring 
the  adminiftration  of  his  proconfular  government  :  and 
<!?icero  was  now  fo  entirely  at  the  difpofal  of  Ccefar  and 
Pompey,  that,  in  compliance  with  their  requeft,  he  meanly 
undertook  his  defence.     But  it  was  not  without  great  ftrug. 

warmth 
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A.U.  695.  warmth  oppofed)  if  he  had  avoided  all  perfonal 
refle>5lions  on  mvfelf.  But  when,  with  the  moft 
unprovoked  violence,  he  broke  in  upon  me 
whilfl  I  was  in  the  midft  of  my  fpeech  •■>  I  muft 
confefs  it  raifed  my  indignation :  and  perhaps  1 
took  fire  fo  much  the  fooner,  as  poITibly  there 
ilill  remained  in  my  heart  fome  latent  fparks  of 
my  former  refentment.  However,  my  behavi- 
our in  the  fenate  upon  this  occalion,  was  much 
and  generally  applauded.  Among  the  reft,  I 
was  complimented  iikcwife  by  the  fame  men 
■whom  I  have  often  hinted  at  in  this  letter ;  and 
who  acknowledged  I  had  rendered  a  very  efTcn- 
tial  fervice  to  their  caufe,  by  that  fpirit  which 
I  had  thus  exerted.  In  fhort,  they  affedled  to 
fpeak  of  me  in  public,  as  being  now  indeed  re- 
ftored   to  the  commonwealth  in  the   beft  and 

gles  with  himfelf  that  hefubmitted  to  an  office  fo  unworthy 
of  his  principles  and  his  charafter.     However  he    endea- 
voured to  reprefent  it  to  the  world  as  an  aft  of  pure  gene- 
rofity :  and  indeed  the  I'entiment  with  which  he  defended 
himfelf  from  the  cenfure  that  paiTed  upon  him  on  this  occa- 
lion,  is  truly  noble  :  Neque  me  'verv  pacnitet  mortales  inimi- 
citias f  Jempiternas  amicitias  habere.     But  Gabinius  was  by  no 
means  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  generous  maxim  :  nor 
was  it  true  (as  will  inconteftably  appear  by  a  paflage  I  fiiall 
prelently  have   occafion    to  produce)   that  Cicero  was  go- 
\'erned  by  it  in  the  cafe  under  confideration.     Cicero's  con- 
dufl  indeed  upon   this  occafion  is   fo  utterly  indefenfible, 
that  his  very  ingenious  and  learned  advocate  Dr.  Middlctoa 
himfelf  is  obliged  to  confefs,  shat  it  was  **  contrary  to  his 
•'  judgment,  his   refolution,  and  his  dignity.'*     Or  at.  pro  . 
Sext.  in  Pi/c  de  Pronj.  conj'ular.  pro  Rahir.  Plut.  in  njit.  Caton. 
Uiicen.    Life  of  Cicer.  11.  izi.  8vOi  Edit,    Sse  remark  44 
leiow. 

moft 
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moft  glorious  fenfe.     Neverthelefs,  they  had  the  A.u.699. 
malice  in  their  private  converfations  (as  I  was 
informed  by  perfons  of  undoubted  honour)  to 
exprefs  lingular  fatisfa£tion  in   the  new  variance 
that  had  thus  happened  between  CrafTus  and  my- 
felf :    as  they  pleafed  themfelves  with  imagining 
it  would  for  ever  throw  me  at  a  diftance  from 
thofe  who  were  joined  with  him  in  the  fame  in- 
tereft'*^     Pompey  in  the  mean  time  employed 
incredible  pains  to  clofe  this  breach :  and  C^far 
alfo  mentioned  it  in  his  letters,  as  an  accident 
that  gave  him  much  concern.     Upon  thefe  con- 
fiderations  therefore  I  thought  it  expedient  to 
aft  agreeably  both  to  the  didlates  of  my  natural 
temper,    and  to  that  experience   which   I  had 
gained  by  my  former  misfortunes.    In  purfuance 
of  thefe  fentiments,  I  confented  to  a  reconcile- 
ment :    and   in   order   to   render    it    more  con,'- 
fpicuous   to  the   world,  Craflus  fet  out  for  his 
government  *'  almoft  from  under  my  roof:   for 

♦*  Csefar  and  Pompey.  The  former  (who  was  undoubt- 
edly as  much  fuperior  to  the  reil  of  his  contemporaries  in 
genius  as  in  fortune)  finding  it  neceflary  for  his  purpofes 
that  CrafTus  and  Pompey  Ihould  aft  in  concert,  procured  a 
reconciliation  between  them  :  and  by  this  means,  fays  Plu- 
tarch, formed  that  invincible  Triumvirate,  which  ruined  the 
autliority  both  of  the  Senate  and  the  people  ;  and  of  which 
he  alone  received  the  advantage.     P/ut.  iti  Crajf. 

'^'  The  province  of  Syria  was  allotted  to  CrafTus,  for 
which  he  fet  cut  a  month  or  two  before  the  expiration  of 
his  confulatc  in  the  year  698,  and  from  whence  he  never 

YoL.  I.  O  having 
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A.u.  699.  hav'  g  invited  himfelf  to  fpend  the  preceding 
night  with  me,  we  fupped  together  in  the  gardens 
of  niy  fon-in-law  CrafTipes  '*\  It  was  for  thefe 
reafons  that  I  thought  my  honour  obliged  me  to 
defend  his  caufe  in  the  fenate  "^^ :  and  I  confefs 
I  mentioned  him  with  that  high  applaufe,  of 
which,  it  feems,  you  have  been  informed. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  a  full  detail  of  the 
feveral  views  and  motives  by  which  I  am  go- 
verned in  the  prefent  conjundlure,  as  well  as  of 
the  particular  difpofition  in  which  I  ftand  with 
refpe<5t  to  the  fiender  part  I  can  pretend  to  claim 
in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs.  And, 
believe  me,  I  Ihould  have  judged  and  aded 
entirely  in  the  fame  manner,  had  I  been  totally 
free  from  every  fort  of  amicable  biafs.  For,  on 
the  one  hand,  I  fhouid  have  efteemed  it  the  mofl 
abfurd  folly  to  have  attempted  to  oppofe  fo  fu- 
perior  a  force ;  and  on  the  other,  fuppofing  it 
pofTible,  I  fhouid  yet  have  deemed  it  imprudent  to 
weaken  the  authority  ofperfons  fo  eminently  and 
fo  juftly  diftinguilhed  in  the  commonwealth  ^^ 

returned  :  as  has  already  been  obferved  in  the  notes  on  the 
7th  letter  of  this  boolc.     See  p.  128. 

**  Thefe  gardens  were  fuuated  a  fmall  diftance  from 
Rome  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber.  Ad  Att.  iv.  12.  Ad 
^  F.  iii.  7. 

*'  See  rem.  7.  p.  128.  of  this  vol. 

**  It  will  appear  very  evident,  perhaps,  from  the  fore- 
going obfervations,  that  what  Cicero  here  afferts,  could 

Befides, 
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Befides,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the;  dictates /V.u.  699, 
of  found  policy,  to  a6t  in  accommodation  to  ^"^  ^""^ 
particular  conjunctures,  and  not  inflexibly  pur- 
fue  the  fime  unalterable  fcheme,  when  public 
circumftances  together  with  the  fentiments  of 
the  beft  and  wifeft  members  of  the  commu- 
nity, are  evidently  changed.  In  conformity  to 
this  notion,  the  mod  judicious  reafoners  on  the 
great  art  of  government,  have  univerfally  con- 
demned an  obftinate  perfeverance  in  one  uni- 
form tenor  of  meafures.  The  fkill  of  the  pilot 
is  fliewn  in  weathering  the  Itorm  at  leait,  tho* 

not  poflibly  be  his  real  fentiments.  That  it  was  not  prac- 
ticable to  bring  down  Casfar  and  Pompey  from  that  height 
of  power  to  which  they  were  now  arrived,  will  not,  pro- 
bably, be  difputed  :  tho'  at  the  fame  time  ir  is  very  difficult 
to  fet  limits  to  what  prudence  and  perfeverance  may  efFeft. 
This  at  leaft  feems  undeniable,  that  if  their  power,  were 
abfolutely  immoveable,  Cicero's  conduft  was  in  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  caufes  which  contributed  to  render  it  fo. 
However,  one  cannot  but  be  aftonifhed  to  fxnd  our  author 
ferioufly  maintaining,  that  granting  it  had  not  been  im- 
poffible,  it  would  yet  have  beea. impolitic,  to  have  checked 
ihefe  towering  chiefs  in  their  ambitious  flight.  For  it  is 
plain  from  a  paffage  already  cited  out  of  his  letters  to 
Atticus  (fee  above,  remark  33.)  that  he  long  forefaw  their 
immoderate  growth  of  power  would  at  laft  overturn  the 
liberties  of  the  commonwealth.  It  had  already  indeed  de- 
ftroyed  his  own  :  and  this  too  by  the  confelfion  of  himfelf. 
For  in  a  letter  which  he  writes  to  his  brother,  taking  notice 
of  the  ftrong  applications  that  Pompey  had  made  to  him  to 
defend  Gabinius,  he  declares  he  never  will  comply  with 
that  unworthy  requeft,  fo  long  as  he  retained  the  leall 
fpark  of  liberty.  But  comply  however  he  aftually  did: 
equally,  in  truth,  to  his  own  difgrace,  and  to  the  confu- 
tation of  the  doftiine  he  here  advances.  Ad  ^  F.  iii.  i. 
See  remark  39.  abgve. 

O  2  he 
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\.u.fio9.  he  fhould  not  gain  his  port :  but  if  fliifting  his 
fails,  and  changing  his  dire£hion  will  infallibly 
.carry  him  with  feciirity  into  the  intended  har- 
bour ;  would  it  not  be  an  inftance  of  moft  un- 
reaionable  tenacioufneis  to  continue  in  the  more 
hazardous  courfe  wherein  he  began  his  voyage  ? 
Thus  (and  it  is  a  maxim  I  have  often  had  oc- 
,cafion  to  inculcate)  the  point  we  ought  all  of  us 
to  keep  in  view  in  our  adminiftration  of  the 
commonwealth,  is  the  final  enjoyment  of  an 
honourable  repofe :  but  the  method  of  fecuring 
to  ourfelves  this  dignity  of  retreat,  is  by  hav- 
ing been  invariable  in  our  intentions  for  the 
public  welfare,  and  not  by  a  pofitive  perfeve- 
rance  in  certain  favourite  modes  of  obtaining 
it  *\  To  repeat  therefore  what  I  juft  now  de- 
clared i  had  I  been  abfolutely  uninfluenced  by 
every  motive  of  friendihip,  I  fhould  ftill  have 
purfued  the  fame  public  meafures  in  which  I  am 

**  The  rcafonlng  which  Cicero  here  employs  is  cer- 
tainly juft,  confidered  abftradledly  :  but  by  no  means  ap- 
plicable to  the  prefent  cafe.  The  queftion  between  the 
ariftocratical  party,  and  thofe  who  were  favourers  of  Csefar 
and  Ponipey,  was,  not  what  road  fhould  be  taken  to  the 
fame  end  ;  but  whether  Rome  fhould  be  free  or  enflaved. 
Let  who  would  then  have  changed  their  fentiments  in  thii 
point,  it  became  not  x.\ve  father  of  hi!  cciintry  to  encreafe  the 
number.  But  as  Cicero  acquired  that  moil  honourable  of 
all  appellations,  by  Catiline,  he  lofl  it  again  by  Clodius : 
or  to  cxpiefs  the  fame  thing  in  his  own  words,  non  recorder 
(as  he  confefles  to  Atticus)  unde  (eciderim.  fed  unde  furrex- 
trim.     Ad  Att.  iv.  i6» 

6  now 
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now  engaged.  But  when  gratitude  and  refeat-  A. 
ment  both  confpire  in  recommending  this  fcheme 
of  adlion  to  me,  I  cannot  hefitate  a  moment 
in  adopting  it;  efpecially  fince  it  appears  mod 
conducive  to  the  interefls  of  the  republic  in  ge- 
neral, as  well  as  to  my  own  in  particular.  To 
fpeak  freely,  I  aft  upon  this  principle  fo  much 
the  more  frequently  and  with  the  lefs  referve, 
not  only  as  my  brother  is  Lieutenant  under  C^- 
far,  but  as  the  latter  receives  the  flighteft  adtion 
or  even  word  of  mine  in  his  favour,  with  an  air 
that  evidently  fhews  he  confiders  them  as  obli- 
gations of  the  moft  fenfible  kind.  And  in  faft, 
I  derive  the  fame  benefit  from  that  popularity 
and  power  which  you  know  he  poffefles,  as 
if  they  were  fo  many  advantages  of  my  ov/n. 
The  fum  of  the  whole  in  fhort  is  this :  I  ima- 
gined that  I  had  no  other  method  of  counter- 
afting  thofe  perfidious  defigns  with  which  a  cer- 
tain party  were  fecretly  contriving  to  undermine 
me,  than  by  thus  uniting  the  fricndfhip  and  pro- 
tection of  the  men  in  power,  with  thofe  internal 
aids  which  have  never  yet  been  wanting  to  my 
fupport '. 

«  There  is  no  charaifler  in  all  antiquity,  perliaps,  that 
lies  fo  open  to  difcovery  as  that  of  Cicero ;  and  yet  there 
is  none  at  the  fame  time  which  fecms  to  be  lefs  generally 
underftood.  Had  there  been  no  other  of  his  writings  ex- 
tant, however,  but  this  fingle  letter  j  tiie  patriot  character,' 

ijv , ..  V...  O  3  I  am 


198  Tnff    LETTERS       Book  II. 

A.U.699.  I  am  well  perfuaded,-  had  you  been  in  Rome, 
you  would  have  concurred  with  me  in  thefe  fen- 
timents.  I  know  indeed  the  candour  and  mo- 
deration of  your  temper;  and  I  know  too  that 
your  iieart  not  only  glows  with  friendship  to- 
wards me,  but  is  wholly  untainted  with  male- 
volence towards  others:  in  a  word,  I  know  that 
as  you  polTefs  every  fublime  and  generous  af- 
feftion,  you  are  incapable  of  any  thing  fo  mean 
as  artifice  and  difguife.  Neverthelefs,  even 
this  elevated  difpofition  has  not  fecured  you 
from  the  fame  unprovoked  malice,  which  I 
have  experienced  in  my  own  affairs.  I  doubt 
not  therefore  if  you  had  been  an  a6lor  in  this 
fcene,  the  fame  motives  would  have  fv/ayed 
your  conduct,  which  have  governed  mine.     But 

one  fhould  have  imagined,  would  have  been  the  laft  that 
the  world  would  ever  have  afcribed  to  our  author.  It  is 
obfervable  (and  it  is  an  obfervation  for  which  I  am  obliged 
to  a  gentleman  who  amidft  far  more  important  occupations 
did  not  refufe  to  be  the  cenfurerof  thefe  papers)  that  "  the 
"  principles  by  which  Cicero  attempts  to  juilify  himfelf  in 
*•  this  epiftle,  are  fuch  as  will  equally  defend  the  moft 
**  abandoned  proftitution  and  defertion  in  political  conduct. 
*'  Perfonal  gratitude  and  refentnient ;  an  eye  to  private  and 
*'  particular  intereft, .  mixed  with  a  pretended  regard  to 
"  public  good  ;  an  attention  to  a  brother's  advancement 
•*  and  farther  favour  ;  a  fenfibility  in  being  carefled  by  a 
"  great  man  in  power  ;  a  calculation  of  the  advantages 
*'  derived  from  the  popularity  and  credit  of  that  great  man 
"  to  one's  own  perfonal  felf;  are  very  weak  foundations 
"  indeed,  to  fupport  the  fuperflrufture  of  a  true  patriot's 
**  charadter.  Yet  thefe  are  the  principles  which  Cicero 
*'  here  exprefsly  avows  and  defends !" 

however 
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however  that  may  be,  I  iliall  mofl:  certainly  A. u. 699. 
fubmit  all  my  actions  to  your  guidance  and 
advice,  whenever  I  fhall  again  enjoy  your  com- 
pany: and  I  am  fure  you  will  not  be  lefs  atten- 
tive to  the  prefervation  of  my  honour,  than  you 
formerly  were  to  that  of  my  perfon.  Of  this  at 
leafl  you  may  be  perfuaded,  that  you  will  find 
me  a  faithful  friend  and  afTociate  in  all  your 
counfels  and  meafures  :  as  it  will  be  the  firft  and 
daily  purpofe  of  my  life,  to  fupply  you  with 
additional  and  more  powerful  reafons  for  re- 
joicing in  thofe  obligations  you  have  conferred 
upon  me. 

As  you  defire  me  to  fend  you  thofe  compofi- 
tions  which  I  have  written  fince  you  left  Rome, 
I  fhall  deliver  fome  orations  into  the  hands  of 
Menocrates  for  that  purpofe.  However,  not 
to  alarm  you,  their  number  is  but  inconfider- 
able :  for  I  withdraw  as  much  as  poflible  from 
the  contention  of  the  bar,  in  order  to  join  thofe 
more  gentle  mufes,  which  were  always  my  de- 
light, and  are  particularly  fo  at  this  juntSture. 
Accordingly  I  have  drawn  up  three  dialogues 
upon  oratory,  wherein  I  have  endeavoured  to 
imitate  the  manner  of  Ariftotle.  I  truft  they 
will  not  prove  altogether  ufelefs  to  your  fon,  as 
I  have  rejefted  the  modern  precepts  of  rhetoric, 
and  adopted  the   antient  Ariflotelian  and  Ifo- 

O  4  cratic 
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A.U.699.  cratic  rules.     To  this  catalogue  of  my  writings 
I    mufl    alfo   add   an   hillorical  poem  which  I 
have  lately  compofed  in  three  cantos,  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  my  banifhment  '*^ ;  and   as  a  lafting 
memorial   likewife  of  your  friendlliip   and  my 
gratitude.     This  I  fliould  long  fince  have  tranf- 
initted  to  you,  had  it  been  my  immediate  in- 
tention to  make  it  public.    But  I  am  difcouraged 
from  this  defign  at  prefent,  not  indeed  as  fear- 
ing the  refentment  of  thofe  Vvho  may  imagine 
themfelves  the  objefts  of  my  fatire,  (for  in  this 
refped:  I  have  been  extremely  tender)   but  as 
finding  it  impofiible  to  make  particular  men- 
tion of  every  one  of  from  whom  I  received  obli- 
gations at  that  feafon.     However,  when  I  fhall 
meet  with  a  proper  opportunity,  I  will  fend  it 
to  you ;  fubmitting  my  writings  as  well  as  my 
adions  entirely   to    your  judgment.      I    know 
indeed  thefe  literary  meditations  have  ever  been 
the  favourite  employment  of  your  thoughts  no 
lefs  than  of  mine"^^. 


*^  This  poem  Cicero  delivered  fealed  up  to  his  fon  ;  en- 
joining him  at  the  fame  time  not  to  pubiiih  or  read  it,  till 
after  his  death.     Manut. 

*''  To  turn  from  the  a£tions  of  Cicero  to  his  writings,  is 
changing  our  point  of  view,  it  mull  be  acknowledged, 
extremely  to  his  advantage.  It  is  on  this  fide  indeed,  that 
his  character  can  never  be  too  warmly  admired:  and- ad- 
mired it  will  undoubtedly  be,  fo  long  as  manly  eloquence 
and  genuine  philofophy  have  any  friends.     Perhaps  there  is 

Your 


Book  II.        ot     C  I  C  E  R  O.  201 

Your  family  concerns  which  you  recommend  A.u.699. 
to  me,  are  fo  much  a  part  of  my  own,  that  I 
am  forry  you  fhould  think  it  neceJfTary  even  to 
remind  me  of  them.  I  could  not  therefore  read 
your  folicitations  for  that  purpofe,  without  fome 
uneafinefs. 

I  find  you   were  prevented  by  an  indifpofi- 
tion  from  going  the  laft  fummer  into  Cilicia ; 
which  was  the  occafion,  it  feems,  of  your  not 
fettling  my  brother's  affairs   in    that  province. 
However  you   give  me  affurance  that  you  will 
now  take  all  poflible  methods  of  adjuiling  them. 
You  cannot  indeed  oblige  him  more  :    and  he 
will  think  himfelf  as  much  indebted  to  you  for 
procuring  him  this  additional  farm^  as  if  you 
had  fettled  him   in  the  pofTefiion  of  his  patri- 
mony.    In  the  mean  time,  I  intreat  you  to  inform 
me  frequently  and  freely  of  all  your  affairs,  and 
particularly  give  me  an  account  of  the  frudies 
and    exercifes    in    which  your  fon   is   engaged. 
For  be  well  perfuaded,  never  friend  was  more 
ao-reeable   or   more    endeared  to    another,  than 

fomething  in  that  natural  raechanifm  of  the  human  frame 
neceflary  to  conflitute  a  fine  genius,  which  is  not  altogether 
favourable  to  the  excellencies  of  the  heart.  It  is  certain  at 
leall  (and  let  it  abate  our  envy  of  uncommon  parts)  that 
great  fuperioricy  of  intelle£lual  qualifications,  has  not  often 
been  found  in  conjundion  with  the  much  nobler  advan- 
tages of  a  moral  kind. 

you 
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A.u.699.you  are  to  me:  and  of  this  truth  I  hope  to 
render  not  only  you,  but  all  the  world,  and 
even  poflerity  itlelf,  thoroughly  fenfible. 

Appius  '*'  has  lately  declared  in  the  fenate 
(what  he  had  before  indeed  often  intimated  in 
converfation)  that  if  he  could  get  his  procon- 
fular  commiilion  confirmed  in  an  alTembly  of  the 
Curiae  ^°,  he  would  caft  lots  with  his  collegue 
for  the  particular  province  to  which  they  fhould 
refpeftively  ilicceed  :  if  not,  that  by  an  ami- 
cable agreement  between  themfelves  he  had  re- 
folved  upon  yours  *'.  He  added,  that  in  the 
cafe  of  a  conful  it  was  not  abfolutely  neceffary, 
tho'  perhaps  it  might  be  expedient,  to  procure 
a  law  of  this  kind ;  and  as  a  government  had 
been  appointed  him  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate, 
he  was  intitled,  he  faid,  in  confequence  of  the 

♦'  Appius  Claudius  Pulcher,  one  of  the  prefent  confuls. 
See  remark  3.  p.  225.  of  this  vol. 

'*  Romulus  divided  the  city  into  a  certain  number  of 
diftrifts  called  Curiae,  which  fomewhat  refembled  our  Pa- 
yifhes.  When  the  people  were  fummoned  together  to  tranf- 
a£t  any  bufmefs  agreeably  to  this  divifion,  it  was  called  an 
aflembly  of  the  Curiae  :  where  the  nioft  votes  in  every  Curia 
•was  confidered  as  the  voice  of  the  whole  diftrift,  and  th« 
moft  Curiae  as  the  general  confent  of  the  people.  Ken, 
R.  A. 

5*  The  fenate  annually  nominated  the  two  provinces  to 
which  the  confuls  fhould  fucceed  at  the  expiration  of  their 
cffice  ;  but  it  was  left  to  the  confuls  themfelves  to  deter- 
mine, either  by  cafting  lots,  or  by  private  agreement,  whitih 
of  the  particular  provinces  fo  affigned,  they  fhould  refpeft- 
ively  adminifter.     Manut,  dt  leg.  c.  x. 

Cornelian 


Book  II.      OF     CICERO.  2of 

Cornelian  law,  to  a  military  command,  till  the  a.u.  699. 
time  of  his  entrance  into  Rome  *.  I  know  not 
what  accounts  you  may  have  received  of  this 
matter  from  your  other  friends :  but  I  find  the 
fentiments  of  the  world  are  much  divided. 
Some  are  of  opinion,  that  you  are  not  obliged 
to  refign  your  government,  if  your  fucceflbr 
fhould  not  be  authorized  by  an  aflembly  of  the 
Curi^  :  whilft  others  maintain,  that  notwith- 
flanding  you  fhould  think  proper  to  leave  the 
province,  you  may  neverthelefs  depute  a  perfon 
to  prefide  in  your  abfence.  As  to  myfelf,  I 
am  not  altogether  fo  clear  with  refpedt  to  the 
law  in  queftion  :  tho'  I  muft  own  at  the  fame 

'■*  Tho'  the  nomination  of  the  proconfular  provinces  was 
a  privilege  referved  to  the  fenate,  yet  it  was  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  people  to  confer  on  the  proconfuls  the  power  of 
executing  the  military  functions,  and  likewife,  it  Ihould 
feem,  to  grant  the  neceflary  appointments  for  conveying 
them  to  their  refpeftive  governments.  By  a  law  however 
which  was  made  by  Cornelius  Sylla  during  his  Didtator- 
ihip,  in  the  year  672,  it  was  enadled,  that  whatever  ma- 
giiirate  at  the  expiration  of  his  office  fhould  obtain  a  pro- 
vinc6  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  he  fhould  be  invefted  with 
the  full  power  of  a  proconful,  notwi'hflanding  his  com- 
mifCon  were  not  confirmed  by  an  affembly  of  the  Curiae. 
But  Sylla's  diftatorlhip  being  confidered  as  an  ufurpation, 
it  is  probable  from  the  paflage  before  us,  that  this  law 
was  not  generally  efteemed  valid.  Appius  neverthelefs  en- 
deavoured to  avail  himfelf  of  it,  from  an  apprehenfion  that 
he  might  meet  with  fome  obflruftion  in  the  ufual  method 
of  applying  for  a  ratification  of  his  powers  :  and  indeed 
it  may  be  collefted  from  a  letter  to  Atticus,  that  he  at 
laft  fet  forward  to  his  government  without  the  fanftion  of 
the  people.  Manut.  de  leg.  Crav.  praf.  in  antiq.  I .  Jd 
Alt.  iv.  16. 

time. 
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A.U.699.  time,  that  my  doubts  are  by  no  means  confider- 
able.  Of  this  however  I  am  perfedlly  fure,  that 
it  is  agreeable  to  your  honour,  and  to  that  gene- 
rofity  of  conduct  in  which  I  know  you  place 
your  highell  gratification,  quietly  to  yield  up 
your  province  to  your  fucceflbr;  elpecially  as 
you  cannot  in  this  inftance  oppofe  his  ambitious 
views,  without  incurring  the  fufpicion  of  being 
influenced  by  the  fame  motives  yourfelf.  But 
be  that  as  it  will,  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  inform  you  of  my  fentiments :  as  I  Ihall 
certainly  defend  yours,  whichever  way  they  may 
determine  you  to  a6t. 

After  I  had  finifhed  my  letter,  I  received  your; 
laft  concerning  the  farmers  of  the  Revenues  ". 
Your  decifion  appears  to  me,  I  mufl  own,  per-, 
fedly  equitable  ;  yet  at  the  fame  time,  I  cannot 
but  wilh  you  might  be  fo  happy  as  not  to 
difgufl:  a  body  of  men,  whofe  intereft  you  have 
hitherto  always  favoured.  However,  you  may 
be  afTured  I  fhall  fupport  the  decrees  you  h^ive 
made  upon  this  occafion :  tho'  you  well  know 

5^  The  foclety  of  farmers  of  the  public  revenues  among 
the  Romans  was  a  body  of  men  in  high  repute,  as  being 
compofed  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  equeftrian  order  :, 
Flos  equitum  Romanorum,  fays  Cicero,  ornajnentum  ci'vitatis,  ' 
Jirma7nentum  reip.  Publicanorum  crdbie  continetur.  Pro  Plane. 
Difputes  frequently  arofe  between  thefe  and  the  tributary 
provinces  :  and  it  is  to  fome  diflerence  of  this  kind,  wherein 
Lentulus  had  given  judgment  againll  them.,  that  Cicero 
feems  to  allude.  .  .^  "^^  ■-  "^ 

the 
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the  temper  and  difpoficion  of  thefe  people,  and  a.u.  695, 
what  formidable  enemies  they  proved  to  the  ex-  '  ^^  ^  ' 
cellent  Quintus  SccTvola  '\  I  would  recom- 
mend it  to  you  therefore,  if  polTible,  to  recover 
their  good  graces,  or  at  leaft  to  foften  them. 
The  talk,  I  confefs,  is  difficult :  but  prudence, 
I  think,  requires  you  Ihould  ufe  your  befl  en- 
deavours for  that  purpofe.     Farewel. 

■'*  There  were  two  very  eminent  perfons  of  this  name  in 
Cicero's  time.  The  firft,  the  moft  celebrated  lawyer  and 
politician  of  his  age,  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  Augur. 
The  other,  who  was  high  Prieft,  was  flain  at  the  entrance 
of  the  temple  of  Vefta,  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  make 
his  efcape  from  that  general  maffacre  of  the  Senators  which 
was  perpetrated  by  the  orders  of  the  young  Marius.  To 
which  of  thefe  Tully  alludes,  is  uncertain.  Manutius  fup- 
pofes  to  the  former  :  but  without  affigning  his  reafons.  It 
feems  not  unlikely  however  to  be  the  latter:  as  there  is 
a  pafTage  in  Valerius  Maximus,  by  which  we  find  that  he 
exercifed  his  Afiatic  Government  with  fo  much  honour  and 
integrity,  that  the  Senate  in  their  fubfequcnt  decrees  for 
nominating  the  Proconfuls  to  that  province,  always  recom- 
mended him  as  an  example  vv'orthy  of  their  imitation.  It 
appears  by  a  fragment  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  that  he  endea-  ' 
voured  during  his  adminiflrntion  in  Afia  to  reform  the  great 
abufes  which  were  committed  by  the  Farmers  of  the  reve- 
nues in  his  province,  and  imprifoned  many  of  them  for 
their  cruel  oppreflions  of  the  people.  This  drew  upon  him 
their  indignation  :  but  in  what  particular  inltance  he  was  a 
fuffercr  by  it,  hiftory  does  not  mention.  Li  v.  epit,  86.  Fal. 
^iux.  viii.  15. 


LET-' 
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LETTER    XVIII. 
To  Lucius  Culleolus,  Proconful '. 

A.U.  699.  T  T  was  with  the  warmeft  expreflions  of  grati- 
X  tude  that  my  friend  Lucceius  *  acquainted 
me,  you  had  generoufly  alTured  his  agents  of 
your  afiiftance :  as  indeed  I  know  not  a  man  in 
the  world  who  has  a  heart  more  fenfible  of  obli- 
gations. But  if  your  prgmifes  only  were  thus 
acceptable  to  him  i  how  much  more  will  he 
think  himfelf  indebted  to  you  v/hen  you  fhall 
have  performed  (as  I  am  well  perfuaded  you 
will  moft  faithfully  perform)  thefe  your  obliging 
engagements  ? 

The  people  of  Bullis  ^  have  intimated  a  dif- 
pofition  to  refer  the  demands  in  queftion  be- 
tween Lucceius  and  themfelves,  to  Pompey's 
arbitration :  but  as  the  concurrence  of  your 
influence  and  authority  will  be  neceflary,  I 
very  ftrongly  intreat  you  to  exert  it  for  this 
purpofe, 

*  The  perfon  to  whom  this  letter  Is  addrefled,  and  the 
Province  of  which  he  was  Proconful,  are  equally  un- 
known. 

*  An  account  of  Lucceius  has  already  been  given  in 
rem.  i.  p.  75.  of  this  vol. 

*  Geographers  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  fituation  of  this 
city,  feme  placing  it  in  Iliyria,  others  in  Macedonia. 

It 
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It  affords  me  great  fatisfadion  to  find  that  ^.u.6,^5. 
your  letter  to  Lucceius,  together  with  your 
promifes  to  his  agents,  have  convinced  them, 
that  no  man  has  more  credit  with  you  than 
myfelf :  and  I  earneftly  conjure  you  to  confirm 
them  in  thefe  fentiments,  by  every  real  and  fub- 
ftantial  fervice  in  your  power.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XIX. 
To  the  Same, 

YOU  could  never  have  difpofed  of  your 
favours  where  they  would  be  more  grate- 
fully remembered,  than  on  m.y  friend  Lucceius. 
But  the  obligation  is  not  confined  to  him  only  ; 
Pompey  likewife  takes  a  fliare  in  it  :  and  when- 
ever I  fee  him  (as  it  is  often  that  I  do  fee  him) 
he  never  fails  to  exprefs  in  very  ftrong  terms 
how  much  he  thinks  himfelf  indebted  to  you. 
To  which  I  will  add  (what  I  know  will  give 
you  great  fatisfaftion)  that  it  afforded  me  alfo 
a  very  fenfible  pleafure.  As  you  cannot  now 
difcontinue  thefe  obliging  ofBces,  without  for- 
feiting your  charadler  of  conftancy  ;  I  doubt 
not  of  your  perfevering  in  the  fame  friendly 
fervices  for  your  own  fake,  which  you  at  firfl 
engaged  in  for  ours.  I  cannot  forbear  never- 
thelefs  mod  earneftly  intreating  you  to  proceed 

2  in 
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A.u.6gs.in  what  you  have  thus  generouily  begun,  till 
you  fhall  have  perfeftly  completed  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  we  requefted  your  affillance. 
You  will  by  thefe  means  greatly  oblige  not 
only  Lucceius,  but  Pompey  :  and  never,  I  will 
venture  to  aflure  you,  can  you  lay  out  your 
fervices  to  more  advantage.  I  have  nothing 
farther  to  add  j  having  given  you  my  full  fenti- 
ments  of  public  affairs  in  a  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  you  a  few  days  ago,  by  one  of  your  domef- 
tics.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XX. 

To  Cur  I  us,  Proconful*. 

IHave  long  been  intimately  connected  with 
Quintus  Pompeius,  by  a  variety  of  repeated 
good  offices.  As  he  has  upon  many  former 
occafions  fupported  his  intereils,  his  credit  and 
his  authority  in  your  province,  by  my  influ- 
ence i  fo,  now  the  adminiftration  is  in  your 
hands,  he  ought  undoubtedly  to  find  by  the 
effefts  of  this  letter,  that  none  of  your  prede- 
ceflbrs  have  ever  paid  a  greater  regard  to  my 
recommendations.  The  lb"i6l  union  indeed  that 
fubfifts   between  you    and    inyfelf,    gives  me  a 

■  The  perfon  to  whom  this  letter  is  addrefled,  and  the 
time  when  ic  was  written,  are  unknown. 

right 
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right  to  exped,  that  you  will  look  upon  every  A.u.699. 
friend  of  mine  as  your  own.  But  I  moft  earneftly 
in  treat  you  to  receive  Pompeius  in  fo  particular 
a  manner  into  your  proteftion  and  favour,  as  to 
convince  him  that  nothing  could  have  proved 
more  to  his  advantage  and  his  honour,  than  my 
application  to  you  in  his  behalf.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXL 

To  Basilius^. 

I  Congratulate  both  you  and  myfelf  on  the  pre- 
fent  joyful  occafion.  All  your  affairs  here  arc 
much  my  concern :  as  your  perfon  is  infinitely 
dear  to  me. — Love  me  in  return :  and  let  me 
know  what  you  are  doing,  and  what  is  going 
forward  in  your  part  of  the  world.     Farewel. 

*>  If  Bafillus  be  tfie  true  name  of  the  perfon  to  whom 
this  letter  is  infcribed,  (and  indeed  all  the  editions  agree  in 
calling  him  fo)  no  account  can  be  given  concerning  him. 
But  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  fappofe  the  genuine  reading  to 
be  Bacilus  ;  he  was  praetor  in  the  year  708  :  and  Csfar  not 
having  given  him  a  province,  as  was  ufual,  at  the  expira- 
tion  of  his  office,  he  was  fo  mortified  with  the  affront  that 
he  put  an  end  to  his  life.     Dio,  xliii.  p.  237. 


VoL.L  1?  LET< 
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LETTER    XXII. 
To  QuiNTus  Philippus,  Proconful  ^ 


A.U.699. 'tr  Congratulate  your  fafe  return  from  your 
X  province  in  the  fulnefs  of  your  fame,  and 
amidft  the  general  tranquility  of  the  republic. 
If  I  were  in  Rom.e,  I  fliould  have  waited  upon 
you  for  this  purpofe  in  perfon,  and  in  order 
likewife  to  make  my  acknowledgments  to  you 
for  your  favours  to  my  friends  Egnatius  and 
Oppius. 

.  I  am  extremely  lorry  to  hear,  that  you  have 
taken  great  offence  againfl  my  friend  and  hoft 
Antipater.  I  cannot  pretend  to  judge  of  the 
merits  of  the  cafe :  but  I  know  your  chara6ter 
too  well  not  to  be  perfuaded,  that  you  are  inca- 
pable of  indulging  an  unreafonable  refentment. 
I  conjure  you  however,  by  our  long  friendlliip, 
to  pardon  for  my  fake  his  fons,  who  lie  entirely 
at  your  mercy.  If  I  imagined  you  could  not 
grant  this  favour  confidently  with  your  honour, 
I  lliould  be  far  from  making  the  requeil :  as  my 
regard  for  your  reputation  is  much  fuperior  to 
all  confiderations  of  friendlliip  which  I  owe   to 

^  See  rem.'  p.  127.  of  this  vol. 

this 
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this  family.  But  if  I  am  not  mlftaken,  (and  A. u.  699. 
indeed  I  very  pofTibly  may)  your  clemency  to- 
wards them  will  rather  add  to  your  chara61:er, 
than  derogate  from  it.  If  it  be  not  too  much 
trouble  therefore,  I  fhould  be  glad  you  would 
let  me  know  how  far  a  compliance  with  my 
fequeft,  is  in  your  power  :  for  that  it  is  in  your 
inclination  I  have  not  the  leafl  reafon  to  doubt. 
Farewel. 


Pa  LET- 


212  The     letters       Book  II. 


LETTER    XXIIL 
To  Lucius  Valerius  %  the  Lawyer. 

A.U.699.  TJ^OR  '  wliy  lliould  I  not  gratify  your  vanity 
L  with  that  honourable  appellation  ?  Since^ 
as  the  times  go,  my  friaid,  confidence  will  rea- 
dily pafs  upon  the  world  for  Ikill. 

I  have  executed  the  commiflion  you  fent  me, 
and  m.ade  your  acknowledgments  to  Lentulus. 
But  I  wifh  you  woul4*  render  my  offices  of  this 
kind  unnecelTary,  by  putting  an  end  to  your 
tedious  abfence.  Is  it  not  more  worthy  of  your 
mighty  ambition  to  be  blended  with  your  learned 
brethren  at  Rome,  than  to  Hand   the  fole  great 

*  Valerius  is  only  known  by  this  letter  and  another, 
wherein  Cicero  recommends  him  to  Appius  as  a  perfou 
who  liv'ed  in  his  family,  and  for  whom  he  entertained  a 
very  fingular  affeiPa'on.  By  the  air  of  this  epiille  he  feems 
to  have  been  one  of  that  fort  of  iawj^ers  who  may  more 
properly  be  faid  to  be  of  the  profeffion  than  the  fcience. 
But  as  the  vein  of  humour  which  runs  through  this  letter, 
partly  confifts  in  playing  upon  words,  it  is  not  very  eafy, 
perhaps  it  is  impofiible,  to  be  preferved  in  a  tranllation  : 
and  as  it  alludes  to  circumlrances  which  are  now  alto- 
gether unknown,  it  mull  neceffarily  lofe  much  of  its  ori- 
ginal fpirit. 

'  The  abrupt  beginning  of  this  letter  has  induced  fome 

-oJf  the  Qommentators  to  lufpet^,  that  it  is  not  entire.     But 

Manutius  has  very  jullly  obfervcd,   that  it  evidently  refers 

to  the  infcription  :  and  he  produces  an  inftance  of  the  fame 

i  '  wonder 
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wonder  of  wifdom  amidfl:  a  parcel  of  paltry  a.U.  699. 
Provincials  ^  ?  But  I  long  to  rally  you  in  per- 
fon  :  for  which  merry  piirpole,  I  defire  you 
would  haflen  hither  as  expeditioufly  as  pofTible. 
I  would  by  no  means,  however,  advife  you  to 
take  Apulia  in  the  way,  left  fome  difaftrous 
adventure,  in  tliofe  unlucky  regions,  fhould  pre- 
vent our  welcoming  your  fafe  arrival.  And  in 
truth,    to    what  purpofe   fhould  you  vifit  this 

kind  from  one  of  the  epiilles  to  Atticus.  Viii.  ad  Att.  iii. 
20. 

^  After  this  pafTage  in  the  original,  Cicero  goes  on  in 
the  following  ftrain  :  Shtanquaiyi  qui  ijiinc  ^veniunt,  partim 
in  fuperbum  ejfe  dicunt,  qucd  nihil  refpondeas  ;  partim  coh- 
tumeliofum,  quod  male  refpondeas.  The  tiaiillator  how- 
ever has  ventured  to  omit  this  witticifm,  upon  the  advice 
Q^  Horace  ; 

■ -%^ 

De/perat  tentata  nitefcere  pojfe,  relinquit. 

It  is  a  pun  indeed  which  has  already  occurred  in  one  of 
the  preceding  letters  to  Trebatius,  where  our  Author  plays 
in  the  fame  manner  upon  the  equivocal  fenfe  of  the  verb 
refpondere.  See  p.  156.  of  this  vol.  Voiture  has  managed 
an  allufion  of  this  kind  much  more  fuccefsfully.  Si 
njous  pretender  (fays  that  agreeable  writer  to  his  friend  the 
plenipotentiary  at  Munfter)  que  la  dignitc  dc  plenzpotentiaire 
'VQus  difpenfe  de  refpondfe,  Papinian  wvoit  a  fa  charge  toutes 
les  affaires  de  Vempire  Ro?Hain,  et  je  nious  moujirerai  en  cent 
lieux  dans  de  gros  livres,  Papinianus  refpondit,  et  refpon- 
dit  Papinianus.  Les  plus  fo.ges  et  les  plus  prudens  etoient  ceux 
qui  a'voient  accoiijiume  de  repondre,  et  de  la  refponfa  fapien- 
tum,  et  prudentum  refponfa.  Les  oracles  memes,  quand  'vcus 
en  ferie%  un,  rcjpondoient  ;  et  il  ntji  pas  qu'aux  chafes  itiaiii- 
jneeSy  qui  ne  fe  met  tent  quelquefois  en  devoir  de  repondre  : 

Les  eaux  et  les  rochers  et  les  hois  lui  refpondent. 

Let.  de  Voit.  i.  165. 

P  J  your 
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A.u. 699.  your  native  province"?  For,  like  Ulyfles  when 
he  firft  returned  to  his  Ithaca,  you  will  be  much 

^  Manutius  imagines  that  Cicero  means  to  rally  tlie  ob- 
fcurity  of  his  friend's  birth.     Perhaps  it  would  be  nearer  the 
truth  to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  know  what 
he  means  :    Yet   as    this    fenfe    is    as    confiftent    with    the 
original  as  any  other,  it  is  adopted  in  the  translation.     But 
if  this  very  learned  commentator  be  right  in  his  general 
notion  of  this  paffage,  he  is  certainly  deceived  in  his  inter-"' 
preration  of  tanquam  Ulyjfes,  cognofces  tuorum   ne?nif!em,  with 
v.'hich  the  letter  concludes.     For  he  takes  the  verb  cognoj^o 
in  its  ufual  acceptation  :    by  vvhich  means  he  makes  Cjcero 
miftake  fo  well  known   a  llory  as  t'aat  of  the  behaviour  of 
Ulyfles   upon   his   firft   return   to  Ithaca.      However,   he  is 
perfu^ded   that  this  is  a  defigncd   milreprefentation  in  his 
author  :  and  difcovers    I    know  not  what  improvement   of 
the  humour  by  this  very   perverf.pn  of  the  fable.     The  la- 
bours  of  this    penetrating    commentator    have   caft    fuch  ^ 
light  upon  the  writings  of  Cicero,   that  even  his  errors  de- 
ferve  to  be  treated  with  refpect  ;  otherwife  one  might  juftiy 
laugh  at  a  notion  fo  exadly  in  the  true  fpirit  of  a  fajicifu'l 
critic,  who  refines  upon  his  own  miftakes.     It  is  a  miltake 
nevenhelefs    in    which    all    the     fucceeding    commentators 
concur  with  him,  except  Mr.  Rofs,  who  has  removed  the 
whole  difficulty  of  the  paflage  by  explaining  cog-no/co  in  the 
fenfe  of  agnojco.      This  fenfe  (in  which  indeed  it  is  not  un- 
frequently  uled)   reconciles  the  allufion  to  the  truth  of  thp 
fadl :   and  where  a  word  has  fsveral   fignifications,  it  would 
be  out  of  all  rule  of  criticifm  to  underilaud  it  in  an  appli- 
cation   the   lead  favourable  to  an  author's  meaning.     It  is 
not  always  fo  eafv,   however,   to  jutiify  Cicero  with  refpe'cl 
to  Homer  ;  and  he  has  in   one  inftance  at  leaft,   been  be- 
trayed into  an    error  in   quoting   that  poet.     The  inftance 
occurs  in  his  Tufculan  deputations,  where  he  takes  notice 
of  that   paffage   in  the   feventh  Iliad  in   which  Ajax  is  de- 
fcribed  as  going  forth  to  accept  the  challenge  of  He<ftor. 
V.id):7nus,   fays  he,  progredientem  apud  Homerum,  Ajacem  multa 
ciiPi   hilar  it  ate  cum  dcpugnnturus  ejfet  cum  He^ore  ;   tujuSy  ut 
ttr>n{i  Jumpfit,  ingrejjio  IfCtitiam  attidit  fcciis,   tcrrorem  autem 
hojiibus  :  itt  ipjum  Hecioran,  qucmadmodum  eji  apud  Ilomerufn , 
toto    peclore    trementem,    prcvocaJJ'c   ad  pugnam  pccnitcret. 
I'ufc.   di/p.    iv.    22.      But   Homer   by   no  means  reprefents 
H.t<^or  thui   totally  dilmaypd  at  the  approach  of  his  ad- 

too 
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too  prudent,  undoubtedly,  to 'lay  claim  to  your  A.u.699. 
noble  kindred.     Farewel. 


verfary  :  and  indeed  it  would  have  been  inconfiftent  with 
the  general  ch.irafler  of  that  Hero  to  have  defcribed  him 
under  fuch  circumftances  of  terror. 

Tov  h  y.cci  Agystoi  \t.iy^  syvjOso!/  nao^ouvrzi;' 

''E.y.Topi  T  avT^j)  -&ti/x.o;  trt  rK^iO'<^i  •cratTacrcrei'. 

Ver.  214. 

But  there  is  a  great  difterence  (as  Dr.  Clarke  obferves  in 
his   remarks    upon   thefe  lines)   between  St-Y^o?   tvi   <-y.^iac-.» 

'ma-rua-a-iv,     and     y.x^c^tv    i^u    s-r,^iuv    fhpu^y.H,     or    r^oi/.oi;     anoi; 

vTryiXv'Ji  yvtoi.  The  Trojans,  fays  Homer,  trembled  at  the 
fight  of  Ajax  ;  and  even  Hedor  himfelf  felt  fome  emotion 
in  his  breaft  ;  or  to  exprefs  it  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  poetry 
which  diflinguifhes  the  original, 

^hro'  e'v'ry  Argi'ue  heart  neiv  tranfport  ran  : 
All  Troy  Jlood  trembling  at  the  mighty  man. 
E^^n  Hector  paused  ;   and  'with  nen.v  doubt  opprefi. 
Felt  his  great  heart  fujpended  in  his  hreaji. 

Pope. 

Perhaps  this  flip  of  attention  in  fo  great  an  author  may  not 
be  improperly  pointed  out,  as  engaging  the  candour  of  the 
reader  towards  thofe  errors  of  the  fame  nature,  which  he 
)?,  jU  too  probably  meet  with  in  the  courfe  of  this  attempt. 
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O    F 

jMarcus  Tullius  Cicero 

T     O 

Several  of  his  Friends. 

BOOK      III. 

LETTER      I. 

To    Caius    Curio  \ 

THOUGH  I   am  forry   you  fliould  fuf-  A.u.  700. 
pedt    me    of    neglefting    you  -,    I    will 
acknowledge    that    I    am    not   fo   much   con- 
cerned  at   your  reproaches  for   my   not  writ- 
ing, as  I    am  pleafed  to  find  that  you  are  de- 

'   Curio  was  a  young  nobleman  of  great  parts,  fpirit 
and  eloquence  j  but  addifted,  beyond  all  raodelly  or  mea- 

firous 


2i8  The     LETTERS         Book  III. 

A.u.  700.  firous  of  hearing  from  me.     Confcious  indeed 
of  not  meriting   your  friendly  accufation,    the 

fure,  to  the  prevailing  luxury  and  gallantries  of  a  moii 
<liffoIute  age.  After  having  diffipated  his  fortune  by  ex- 
travagant indulgencies,  for  which  no  eftate  couidfumce; 
he  fell  an  eafy  prey  to  corruption.  Accordingly  Csfar 
paid  his  debts,  amounting  to  almoft  500,000/.  and  by 
that  means  gained  him  over  from  the  caufe  of  liberty,  to 
become  one  of  the  warmeft  and  moll  aftive  of  his  partizans. 
It  is  generally  imagined  that  Virgil  glances  at  him  in  thofe 
^  well-known  ijne^,  'vendidit  hie  auro  patriam,  &C.  though 
indeed  they  are  applicable  to  fo  many  others  of  his  contem- 
poraries, that  there  feems  no  great  reafon  to  imagine  the 
poet  had  Curio  particularly  in  his  view.  Lucan  mentions 
iiim  as  one  whofe  talents  would  probably  have  been  of  the: 
highefl  honour  and  benefit  to  his  country,  if  he  had  lived 
in  tim.es  of  iefs  contagious  depravation  : 

Hand  alium  tanta  civem  tulit  indole  Roma, 
Aut  cui  plus  leges  deherent,  re£la  fcquenti, 
Perdita  tunc  urbi  nocuerunt  fecula,  pcfiquam 
Ambitus  et  luxus,  et  opum  metuenda  facultas, 
^ranf'verfo  men  tern  duliam  torrent  e  tulerunt. 

A  foul  ?nore  form'd  to  aid  Ins  country'' s  caufe, 
A'ueage  her  infults,  and  fupport  her  lunxis, 
Rotne  7:e-ver  hie^u  :  but  ah  !  in  e'vil  hour. 
Fate  bade  thee  li've  luhen  'virtue  'was  fto  more  I 
When  laix'lejs  Ufi  of  pcivr,  and  a^o'rice  dread. 
And  baneful  luxury  the  land  o^erfpread. 
Thy  ix-a-x)' ring  mind  the  torrent  ill-%vithfIocd, 
Borne,  fcarce  reftfitig,  down  th^  impetuous  food, 
He  diflinguiOied  himfelf  with  great  bravery  in    fupport  of 
Caefar's  caufe  in  Africa,  where  Varus  commanded  on  the 
part  of  the  republic.     But  after  fome   fuccefsful  engage- 
ments, he  lofl:  his  life  before  the  battle  of  Pharfalia,  in°an 
a£tion  againft  the  troops  of  Juba  near  Utica.     At  the  time 
when  this   letter,  and  the  rell  that  are  addrefled  to  him  i|i 
the  prefent  book,  were  written,  he  refided  in  Afia,  where,   . 
as   Manutius   conjeftures,  he   was   employed   in  quality  of 
qua;ftor  to  Caius  Ciodius.     Fel.  Pat  ere.  ii.  48.    Plut.  in  'vit. 
C^f     VaL  Max.  ix.  6.    yE;/.  vi.  620.    Luc.  iv.  814,     Li^v. 
spit.  Iicr. 

inftance 


70O. 
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inftance  it  afforded  me  that  my  letters  were  ac-  a.u 
ceptable  to  you,  was  a  very  agreeable  proof  of 
the  continuance  of  that  affection  which  I  have 
already  fo  frequently  experienced.     Believe  me> 
I   have  never  omitted  writing,    whenever  any 
perfon  offered  whom  I  imagined  likely  to  con- 
vey my  letters  into  your  hands:    and  which  of 
your  acquaintance,  I  will  venture  to  aflv,  is  a 
more  punftual  correfpondent  than  myfelf?  In 
Teturn,    however,  I  have  fcarce   received  more 
than  one  or  two  letters  from  you  fince  you  left 
Rome  :  and  thofe  too  extremely  concife.    Thus, 
you  fee,  I   can  juftly  retort  your  charge  :  you 
muff  not  therefore  pals  too  fevere  a  fentence  on 
your  part,  if  you  hope  to  receive  a  favourable 
one  on  mine.     But  I  will  dwell  no  longer  on 
this  article  than   to   affure  you,  that  fince  you 
are  difpofed  to  accept  thefe  memorials  of  my 
friendiliip,  I  doubt  not  of  acquitting  myfelf  to 
your  full  fatisfaclion. 

Tho"  I  regret  extremely  the  being  thus  long  ' 
deprived  of  your  agreeable  company ;  yet  I 
cannot  but  rejoice  at  an  abfence  which  has  con- 
tributed fo  much  to  your  honour ;  as  fortune 
indeed  has   in  all   that  concerns  you,  anfwered 

*  "  Curio  had  bepn  moft  probably  abfent  from  Rome 
*'  about  two  years  :  for  Caius  Clodius,  to  whom  he  is  fup- 
*.-  pofed  to  have  been  quseftor,  obtained  the  government  of 
**  Af\z  an.  urb.  698.  Pig.  Annal."     Mr.  Ro/s. 

my 
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A.U.700.  my  warmefl  wllhes.  I  have  only  to  offer 
you  one  fhort  piece  of  advice :  and  I  offer  it 
in  compliance  with  the  fincere  didates  of  that 
fingiilar  affedlion  I  bear  you.  Let  me  earnefdy 
then  intreat  you^  to  come  well-prepared  at 
your  return  to  ad  up  to  thofe  great  ideas  which 
the  world  has,  with  fo  much  reafon,  conceived 
of  your  fpirit  and. talents.  And  as  nothing 
can  ever  wear  out  the  deep  impreffions  your 
good  offices  have  ftamped  upon  my  mind  ' ;  fo 
I  hope  you  will  not  forget,  on  your  fide,  that 
you  could  not  have  attained  thofe  honours  or 
advantages  that  attend  you,  if  you  had  not  in 
the  earlier  part  of  your  life  complied  with  my 
faithful  and  affedionate  admonitions'.  Have 
I  not  reafon  then  to  exped  in  return,  that 
as  the  weight  of  old  age  now  begins  to  bend 
m.e  down  ^    you   will  fuffer   me  to  repofe  my 


'  Curio  afTifted  him  in  his  conteft  with  Clodius. 

*  Curio,  when  he  was  a  very  young  man,  had  entered 
into  a  commerce  of  the  moft  criminal  and  deteftable  kind 
with  Antony.  His  father,  in  order  to  break  off  this  in- 
famous intercourfe,  was  obliged  to  call  in  Cicero  to  his 
affiflance  ;  who  by  his  prudent  and  friendly  advice  weaned 
the  fon  from  a  paffion  not  lefs  expenfive,  it  feems,  than  it 
was  execrable  :  and  by  this  means  (as  Cicero  reproaches 
Antony  in  one  of  his  Philippics)  he  faved  an  illuilrious 
family  from  utter  ruin.  Plut.  in  vit.  Antcn,  Cic.  Plut^ 
ii.  1 8. 

'  Cicero  was  at  this  time  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age. 
Manut,  >■  ' 

declining 
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declining  years  upon  your  youth  and  friendflilp  ?  a.u.  700. 
Farevvel. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    II. 

To    Trebatius. 

IF  you  were  not  already  in  the  number  of  our 
abfentees,  undoubtedly  you  would  be  tempted 
to  leave  us  at  this  juncture  :  for  what  bufinefs 
can  a  lawyer  expefl  in  Rome,  during  this  long 
and  general  fufpenfion  of  all  juridical  proceed- 
ings ^ !  Accordingly,  I  advife  my  friends  who 
have  any  aftions  commenced  againft  them,  to 
petition  each  fuccefTive  interrex  ^  for  a  double 
enlargement  of  the  ufual  time  for  putting  in 
their  pleas  :  and  is  not  this  a  proof  how  wonder- 
fully I  have  profited  by  your  fage  in(lru6Lions 

^  The  feuds  in  the  republic  were  raifed  to  fo  great  a 
height  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  year  and 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent,  that  the  ofiice  of  the  lare 
confuls  had  expired  feveral  months,  before  new  ones  could 
be  elefted.  In  exigencies  of  this  kind  the  conftitution  had 
provided  a  magiftrace  called  an  Interrex ^  to  whom  the  confu- 
lar  power  was  provifion;.ily  delegated.  But  public  bufmefs, 
however,  was  at  a  ftand,  and  the  courts  of  judicature  ia 
particular  were  fiiut  up,  during  this  interregnum  :  a  cir» 
cumftance  from  which  Cicero  takes  occaiion  to  enter  into 
his  ufual  vein  of  pleafantry  with  Trebatius,  and  to  railly 
him  in  perpetual  alluiions  to  his  profeffion.     Dio,  xl. 

^  This  office  of  hiterrex  continued  only  five  days  :  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  if  confuls  were  not  chofen,  a 
new  Interrex  v/ns  appointed  for  the  fame  fhort  period.  And 
in  this  manner  the  fucceffion  of  thefe  occafional  magiftrates 
was  carried  on,  till  the  eledions  were  determined. 

in 
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A.U.7C0.  in  the  law  '  ?  But  tell  me,  my  friend,  fince  your 
letters,  I  obferve,  have  lately  run  in  a  more 
enlivened  flrain  than  ufuaJ,  what  is  it  that  has 
elevated  you  into  fo  gay  a  humour  ?  This  air  of 
pleafantry  I  like  well  -,  it  looks  as  if  the  world 
went  fuccefsfully  with  you  :  and  I  am  all  im- 
'  patience  to  know  what  it  is  that  has  thus  raifed 
your  fpirits.  You  inform  me  indeed,  that  Cas- 
far  does  you  the  honour  to  advife  with  you.  For 
my  own  part,  however,  I  had  rather  hear  that 
he  cojtfuUed  your  intereft,  than  your  judgment. 
But  ferioufly  -,  if  the  former  is  really  the  cafe,  or 
there  is  any  probability  of  its  proving  fo,  let 
me  intreat  you  to  continue  in  your  prefent 
iituation,  and  patiently  fubmit  to  the  inconve- 
■niences  of  a  military  life  :  as  on  my  part,  I 
lliall  fupport  myfelf  under  your  abfence  with  the 
hopes  of  its  turning  to  your  advantage.  But 
if  all  expedlations  of  this  kind  are  at  an  end ; 
let  us  fee  you  as  foon  as  polTible  :  and  perhaps 
fome  method  may  be  found  here,  of  improving 

'  The  minute  forms  of  law-proceedings  among  the  Ro- 
mans are  not  fufficiently  known,  to  dillinguilh  precifely  the 
exaft  point  on  which  Cicero's  humour  in  this  pafiage  turns : 
and  accordingly  the  explanations  which  the  commentators 
have  offered  are  by  no  means  fatisfaftory.  It  would  be 
foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  thefe  remarks,  to  lay  before  the 
reader  their  feveral  conjectures  :  it  will  be  fufHcient  in 
general  to  obferve,  that  there  was  fome  notorious  impro- 
priety in  the  advice  which  Cicero  here  reprefents  himfelf 
as  having  given  to  his  friends,  and  in  which  the  whole 
force  of  his  pleafantry  confilts, 

^  your 
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your  fortunes.  If  not,  we  fhall  at  leall  have  a. u.  700. 
tlie  fatisfaftion  of  enjoying  each  others  com- 
pany :  and  one  hour's  converfation  together  ig 
of  more  value  to  us,  my  friend,  than  the  whole 
city  of  Samarobriva  '.  Befides,  if  you  return 
foon,  the  difappointmcnt  you  have  fufFered  may 
pafs  unremarked  :  whereas  a  longer  purfuit  to 
no  purpofe,  would  be  fo  ridiculous  a  circum- 
llance,  that  I  am  terribly  afraid  it  would  fcarce 
efcape  the  drollery  of  thofe  very  arch  fellows  * 

5  A  city  in  Belgic  Gaul  ;  and  probably  the  place  wherein 
Trebatius  had  his  prefent  qunrters. 

'  Laberius  was  a  Roman  Knight,  who  dlftinguiflied 
himfclfby  his  comic  humour :  and  he  had  written  fevera^ 
farces  which  were  afted  with  great  applaufe.  He  was 
prevailed  upon  by  Cxfar  to  take  a  part  himfelf  in  one  of 
nis  own  performances  :  and  the  prologue  which  he  fpokc 
upon  that  occafion  is  ftill  extant.  The  whole  compofition 
is  extremely  fpiriced,  and  affords  a  very  advantageous  fpe- 
cimen  of  his  genius  :  but  there  is  fomething  fo  peculiarly 
jufl  and  beautiful  in  the  thought  of  the  concluding  lines, 
that  the  reader,  perhaps,  will  not  regret  the  being  carried 
out  of  his  way  in  order  to  obferve  it.  Laberius  was  60 
years  of  age,  when  in  complaifance  to  Caifar  he  thus  made 
his  firll  entrance  upon  the  ftage  :  and  in  allufion  to  a  cir- 
cumftance  fo  little  favourable  to  his  appearing  with  fuccefs, 
he  tells  the  audience, 

Ut  hedera  ferpens  njires  arhoreas  meat ; 
It  a  me  'uetufias  amplexu  annoruin  etiecat  ; 
Sjspulchri  ftmilis,    nihil  niji  noinen  rclinco  ! 

While  round  the  oak  the  fraudful  i<vy  tn.mjie!. 
Robbed  of  its  Jirength  the  faplefs  tree  'declines. 
7hus  eni'ious  age,   ad-vanc^ d  ivith  Jlenlir.g  pace, 
ClaJ'ps  my  chill' d  limbs,  and  kills  ivith  cold  embrace. 
Like  empty  monuments  to  heroes  fame , 
Of  all  I  'ivas  retaining  but  the  nn7ne  ! 

Macrob.  Saturn,  ii.  7- 

Laberius 
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^'-'l^°'Eabenus  and  my  companion  Valerius  *.  And 
what  a  burlefque  chara6ler  would  a  Britifh  law- 
yer furnifh  out  for  the  Roman  ftage  !  You  may 
fmile  perhaps  at  this  notion  :  but  tho'  I  mention 
it  in  my  ufual  Ityle  of  pleafantry,  let  me  tell 
you  it  is  no  jeding  matter.  In  good  earneft ; 
if  there  is  any  profpe6t  that  my  recommenda- 
tions will  avail  in  obtaining  the  honours  you 
deferve  j  I  cannot  but  exhort  you,  in  all  the 
fincerity  of  the  warmeft  friendfhip,  to  make 
yourfelf  eafy  under  this  abfence,  as  a  means  of 
increafing  both  your  fortunes  and  your  fame  :  if 
not,  I  would  ftrongly  advife  your  return.  I 
have  no  doubt,  however,  that  your  own  merit 
in  conjunftion  with  my  moft  zealous  fervices, 
will  procure  you  every  advantage  you  can  rea- 
fonably  defire.     Farewel. 


*  This  Valerius  is  fuppofed  by  fome  of  the  commen- 
tators to  be  Quintus  Valerius  Catullus,  a  celebrated  poet, 
who,  as  appears  by  his  works  which  are  ftill  extant,  was 
patronized  by  Cicero.  But  the  opinion  of  Manutius  is 
much  more  probable,  that  the  perfon  here  meant  is  the 
fame  to  whom  the  T3th  letter  of  the  firft  book  in  this 
colledllon  is  addrefTed;  and  who  is  likewife  mentioned  in 
the  following  epilUe. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER    III. 

To     ApPIUS     PuLCHER^ 

IF  the  genius  of  Rome  were  himfelf  to  give  a.u.  7cc 
you  an  account  of  the  commonwealth,  you 
could  not  be  more  fully  apprifed  of  public  af- 
fairs, than  by  the  information  you  will  receive 
from  Phanias :  a  perfon,  let  me  tell  you,  nor 
only  of  confummate  politics,  but  of  inlinite  cu~ 
riofity.  I  refer  you  therefore  to  him,  as  to  the 
fhorteft  and  fafefb  means  of  being  acquainted 
with  our  fituation.  I  misjht  trufb  him  likewife 
with  afluring  you  at  the  fame  time  of  the  friendly 
difpofition  of  my  heart  towards  you  :  but  That 
is  an  ofiice  which  I  muft  claim  the  privilege  of 
executing  with  my  own  hand.  Be  perfuaded 
then,  that  I  think  of  you  with  the  higheft  af- 
fedtion  :    as  indeed   you   have   a   full   right  to 

'  Appius  Clodius  Pulcher  had  been  conful  the  preced- 
ing year,  and  was  at  this  time  governor  of  Cilicia.  The 
particular  traits  of  his  character  will  be  occafionally  marked 
out  in  the  obfervations  on  the  feveral  letters  adJrclled 
to  him  in  this,  and  the  fubfequent  books.  In  the  mean 
time  it  may  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  Cicero  very  zea- 
loufly  cultivated  his  friendihip,  not  from  any  real  opinion 
of  his  merit,  but  as  one  whole  powerful  alliances  rendered 
him  too  confiderable  to  be  defpifed  as  an  enemy.  •  For  one 
of  Appius's  daughters  was  married  to  Pompey's  fon,  and 
the  other  to  Brutus.  Ste  life  of  Cic.  ii,  204.  8x'o.  eJ.  £j>. 
Fam.  ii.  13. 

Vol.  I.  Q.  thefc 
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A.U.7C0.  thcfe  fentiments,  not  only  from  the  many  gene- 
rous and  amiable  qualities  of  your  miind,  but 
from  that  grateful  fenfibility  with  which,  as  I 
am  informed  both  by  your  own  letters  and  the 
general  account  of  others,  you  receive  my  belt 
fervices.  I  fhall  endeavour  therefore,  by  my  fu- 
ture good  offices,  to  compenfate  for  that  long 
intermifiion  which  unhappily  fufpended  our  for- 
mer intercourfe  *.  And  fince  you  feem  willing 
to  renew  our  amicable  commerce ;  I  doubt  not 
of  engaging  in  it  with  the  general  approbation 
of  the  world  ", 

Your  freedman  Cilix,  was  very  little  known 
to  me  before  he  delivered  your  obliging  letter 
into  my  hands :  the  friendly  purport  of  which 

*  Appius  was  brother  to  Cicero's  declared  enemy,  the 
turbulent  Clodius,  which  occafioned  that  interruption  of 
their  friendship  to  which  he  here  alludes.  It  appears  by  a 
pafTiige  in  the  oration  for  Milo,  that  Clodius  in  the  abfence 
of  his  brother  had  forcibly  taken  pofl'effion  of  an  eftate  be- 
longing to  Appius  :  and  the  indignation  with  which  this 
piece  of  injuftice  muft  neceflarily  raife  in  the  latter,  ren- 
dered him,  it  is  probable,  fo  much  the  more  difpofed  to  a 
re-union  with  Cicero.      Orat.  pro  Mil.  27. 

^  The  whole  paflage  in  the  original,  (lands  thus :  N<jue 
me,  quoniam  tii  ita  'vis,  puto  non  imjtta  Miaer-va  faSliLrii7n  : 
**  quam  quidem  ego,  fj  forte  de  tuis  fumpfero,  non  folum 
**  Pallada,  fed  etiam  Appiada  nominabo."  The  former 
part  of  this  fentence  is  tranflated  agreeably  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  learned  Gronovlus  :  but  the  latter  is 
wholly  omitted.  For  notwithftanding  all  the  pains  of  the 
commentators  to  explain  its  difficulties,  it  is  utterly  un- 
intelligible :  at  leall,  I  do  not  fcruple  to  confefs,  it  is  fd 
to  me. 

he 


Book  IIIi        of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  227 

he  confirmed  with  great  politenefs.  The  ac-A.u.  700. 
count  indeed  he  gave  me  of  your  fentiments,  as 
well  as  of  the  frequent  and  favourable  mention 
you  are  pleafed  to  make  of  my  name,  were  cir- 
cumftances  which  I  heard  with  much  pleafure. 
In  fliort,  during  our  two  days  converfation  to- 
gether, he  entirely  won  my  heart :  not  to  the 
exclufion  however,  of  my  old  friend  Phaniasj 
whofe  return  I  impatiently  expe6l.  I  imagine 
you  will  fpeedily  order  him  back  to  Rome ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  not  difmifs  him  v/ithout  fending 
me  at  the  fame  time  your  full  and  unrcferved 
commands. 

I  very  ftrongly  recommend  to  your  patronage 
Valerius  the  lawyer  '' ;  even  tho'  you  iliould  dif- 
cover  that  he  has  but  a  ilender  claim  to  that 
appellation.  I  mention  this,  as  being  more 
cautious  in  obviating  the  flaws  in  his  titlcy  than 
he  ufually  is  in  guarding  againft  thofe  of  his 
clients.  But  ferioufly,  I  have  a  great  affedion 
for  the  man :  as  indeed  he  is  my  particular 
friend  and  companion.  I  muft  do  him  the 
juflice  to  lay,  that  he  is  extremely  lenfible  of 
the  favours  you  have  already  conferred  upon 
him.  Neverthelefs  he  is  defirous  of  my  recom- 
mendation, as  he  is  perfuaded  it  will  have  much 

'  Sec  p.  212.  of  this  vol. 

0^2  weight 
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A.u.  700.  weight  with  you.    1  intreat  you  to  convince  him 
that  he  is  not  miftaken,     Farewel. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    IV. 

To    Caius    Memmius  ^ 

YOUR  tenant  Caius  Evander,  is  a  perfon 
with  whom  I  am  very  intimate  :  as  his 
patron  Marcus  ^milius  is  in  the  number. of  my 
moft  particular  friends.  I  intreat  your  permif- 
fion  therefore,  that  he  may  continue  fome  time 
longer  in  your  houfe,  if  it  be  not  inconvenient 
to  you :  for  as  he  has  a  great  deal  of  work  upon 
his  hands,  he  cannot  remove  fo  foon  as  the  firft 
of  July,  without  being  extremely  hurried.  I 
fhould  be  afhamed  to  ufe  many  words  in  folicit- 
ing  a  favour  of  this  nature  at  your  hands  :  and 
I  am  perfuaded  that,  if  it  is  not  very  much  to 
your  prejudice,  you  will  be  as  well  inclined  to 
grant  me  this  requefl,  as  1  Ihould  be  to  comply 
with  any  of  yours.  1  will  only  add  therefore, 
that  your  indulgence  will  greatly  oblige  me. 
Farewel. 

''  See  an  account  of  hkn  in  remark  5,  on  the  27th  letter 
of  this  book,  p.  281. 


LET- 
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LETTER      V. 

To    Tree  AT  I  us. 

I  Was  wondering  at  the  long  intermilTion  of  A. u. 700. 
your  letters,  when  my  friend  Panfa  accounted 
for  your  indolence,    by  afluring   me  that  you 
were   turned    an    Epicurean.      Glorious    effecl 
indeed  of  camp-converfation  !  But   if  a   mcta- 
morphofis  fo  extraordinary  has  been  wrought  in 
you    amidfl    the    martial   air    of  Samarobriva, 
what  would  have   been   the  confequence  had  I 
fent  you  to   the  fofter  regions  of  Tarentum  "  ! 
I  have  been  in  fome  pain  for  your  principles,  I 
confefs,  ever  fince  your  intimacy  with  my  friend 
Seius.     But  how  will  you  reconcile  your  tenets 
to  your  profeflion,  and  ad   for  the  intereft  of 
your   client,    now   that   you  have   adopted  the 
maxim   of  doing  nothing  but  for   your  own  ? 
With  what  grace  can  you  infert  the  ufual  claufe 
in  your  deeds  of  agreement :  'The  parties  to  thefe 
prefents  as  becomes  good  men  and  truCj  i^c.  ?  For 
neither  truth,  nor  trufl  can  there  be  in  thofe,  who 

'  Tarentum  was  a  city  in  Italy  dlftinguifhcd  for  the  foft- 
nefs  and  luxury  of  its  inhabitants.  Geographers  inform 
us  that  the  greateft  part  of  their  year  was  confuined  in  the 
celebration  of  ftated  feflivals.  Vid,  Banon.  comment,  in  Clu' 
'verii  Geografh,  ,    . 

CL3  Pi'o- 
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A.u.  700.  profefledly  govern  themfelves  upon  motives  of 
absolute  felfiiliners  ?  I  am  in  fome  pain  like- 
wife,  how  you  will  fettle  the  law  concerning 
the  partition  of  "  rights  in  common :"  as  there 
can  be  nothing  in  common  between  thofe,  who 
make  their  own  private  ^gratification  the  folc 
criterion  of  right  and  wrong.  Or  can  you 
think  it  proper  to  adminifter  an  oath,  while 
you  maintain  that  Jupiter  is  incapable  of  all  re- 
fentment  ?  In  a  word,  v/hat  will  become  of  the 
good  people  of  Ulubrs  ^  who  have  placed  them- 
felves under  your  protedlion  ;  if  you  hold  the 
maxim  of  your  feci,  that  "  a  wife  man  ought 
"  not  to  engage  himfelf  in  public  affairs  ?"  In 
good  earnefb  1  fhall  be  extremely  forry,  if  it  is 
true  that  you  have  really  deferted  us.  But  if 
your  cpnverfion  is  nothing  more  than  a  conve- 
nient compliment  to  the  opinions  of  Panfa,  I 
will  forgive  your  diffimulation,  provided  you 
let  me  know  foon  how  your  affairs  go  on,  and 
in  what  manner  I  can  be  of  any  fervice  in  them, 
Farewel. 

'  "  Cicero  jocofely  fpeaks  of  this  people,  as  if  they  be- 
*'  longed  to  the  niofl;  confiderable  town  in  Italy;  whereas 
*'  it  was  fo  mean  and  contemptible  a  place,  that  Horace, 
"  in  order  to  fhew  the  power  of  contentment,  fays,  that 
*'  a  perfon  poflefled  of  that  excellent  temper  of  mind,  may 
*'  be  happy  even  at  Ulubrre  : 

•'  £jl  Ulubris,  animus Ji  te  non  deficit  aquus." 

Mr.  Rofs. 

LET- 
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LETTER    VI. 

To    C  A I  u  s    Curio. 

OUR  friendfliip,  I  truil,  needs  not  any  A. u. 700. 
other  evidence  to  confirm  Its  fincerity, 
than  what  arifes  from  the  teftimony  of  our  own 
hearts.  I  cannot,  however,  but  confider  the 
death  of  your  illuflrious  Father,  as  depriving 
me  of  a  moft  venerable  witncfs  to  that  fingulpr 
affeftion  I  bear  you  '.  I  regret  that  he  had  not 
the  fatisfa6lion  of  taking  a  lail  farewel  of  you, 
tefore  he  clofed  his  eyes  :  it  was  the  only  clr- 
cumftance  wanting  to  render  him  as  much  fupe- 
rior  to  the  reft  of  the  world  in  his  domeflic 
happinefs,  as  in  his  public  fame  *. 

I  finccrely  wifli  you  the  happy  enjoyment  of 
your  eftate  :  and  be  alTured,  you  will  find  in 
me  a  friend  who  loves  and  values  you  with  the 
fame  tendernefs  as  vour  father  himfelf  conceived 
for  you.     Farewel. 

'  See  remark  4th  on  the  firil:  letter  of  this  bool:. 

^  Fie  was  conful  in  the  year  of  Reme  676,  when  he 
acted  with  great  fpirit  in  oppofition  to  the  attempts  of  Sici- 
nius  for  rcltoring  the  tribunitial  power,  which  had  been 
much  abridged  by  Sylla.  In  the  following  year  he  went  go- 
vernor into  Macedonia,  and  by  his  military  condudl  in  that 
province  obtained  the  honour  of  a  triumph.  He  dillin- 
guifhed  himfelf  among  the  friends  of  Cicero  when  he  was 
attacked  by  Clodius.     Frewjhcm.  fupplnn.  inLi-v.  xci.  clii. 

0^4  L  E  T- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    VII. 
To    Trebatius. 

A.y. 700.  j^^  AN  you  ferioufly  fuppofe  me  fo  unrca- 
V^-i  Ion  able  as  to  be  angry,  becaufe  I  thought 
you  difcovered  too  inconftant  a  difpofition  in 
your  impatience  to  leave  Gaul  ?  And  can  you 
polTibly  believe  it  was  for  that  reafon  I  have  thus 
long  omitted  writing  ?  The  truth  is,  I  was  only 
concerned  at  the  uneafinefs  which  feemed  to 
have  overcaft  your  mind :  and  I  forbore  tp 
write,  upon  no  other  account  but  as  being  en- 
tirely ignorant  where  to  direft  my  letters.  I 
fuppofe  however  that  this  is  a  plea  which  your 
loftinefs  will  fcarce  condefcend  to  admit.  But 
tell  me  then,  is  it  the  weight  of  your  purfe, 
or  the  honour  of  being  the  counfcllor  of  Casfar, 
that  moft  difpofes  you  to  be  thus  infufferably 
arrogant  ?  Let  me  perifh  if  I  do  not  believe 
that  thy  vanity  is  fo  immoderate,  as  to  choofe 
rather  to  fhare  in  his  councils  than  his  coffers. 
But  fhould  he  admit  you  into  a  participation 
of  both,  you  will  undoubtedly  fwell  into  fuch 
intolerable  airs,  that  no  mortal  will  be  able  to 
endure  you  :  or  none  at  leafc  except  myfelf, 
who  am  philofopher  enough,  you  know,  to 
6  endure 
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endure  any  thing. — But  I  was  going  to  tell  you,  A.u.  700. 
that  as  I  regretted  the  uneafinefs  you  formerly 
exprefTcd  -,  (o  I  rejoice  to  hear,  that  you  are 
better  reconciled  to  your  Btuation.  My  only 
fear  is,  that  your  wonderful  fkill  in  the  law 
will  little  avail  you  in  your  prefent  quarters  : 
for  I  am  told  that  the  people  you  have  to  deal 
with, 

Reji  the  Jlrength  of  their  caufe  on  the  force  of 

their  mighty 
And  the  fword  is  fupreme  arbitrator  of  right  '. 

As  I  know  you  do  not  choofe  to  be  concerned 
in  forcible  eittrieSj  and  are  much  too  peaceably 
difpofed  to  be  fond  of  making  ajaults,  let  mc 
leave  a  piece  of  advice  with  my  lawyer,  and  by 
all  means  recommend  it  to  you  to  avoid  the 
Treviri  ^ :  for  I  hear  they  are  moft  formidable 
fellows.  I  wifh  from  my  heart,  they  were  as 
harmlefs  as  their  name-fakes  round  the  edges  of 
our  coin  ^ — but  I  muft  referve  the  reft  of  my 

'  Ennius. 

*  The  Treviri  were  a  mofl:  warlike  people,  bordering 
on  Germany.  They  were  defeated  about  this  time  by  La- 
bienus,  one  of  Caefar's  lieutenants  in  Gaul.  Ca/ar.  Bel. 
Gal.  viii. 

^  The  public  coin  was  under  the  infpeftion  of  three  of- 
ficers called  ^rc'viri  monetales :  and  feveral  pieces  of  money 
are  ftill  extant  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious,  infcribed  with 
the  names  of  thefe  magiibates.  Vid.  Petri  Bembi  cpiji.  apud 
Manut. 

jokes 
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A.u.  700.  jokes  to  another  opportunity  :  in  the  mean 
time,  let  me  defire  you  would  fend  me  a  full 
account  of  whatever  is  going  forward  in  year 
province.     Farewel. 

March  the  4th, 


LETTER    VIII. 

To     CORNIFICIUS*. 

YOUR  letter  was  extremely  agreeable  tcs 
me  in  all  refpedts,  except  that  I  was  forry 
to  iind  by  it,  you  had  flighted  my  lodge  at 
SinnueiTa.  I  fhall  not  excufe  the  affront  you 
have  thus  paffed  upon  my  little  hovel,  unlefs 
you  give  me  double  fatisfaftion  by  making  ufe 
both  of  my  Cuman  and  Pompeian  villas.  Let 
me  in  treat  you  then  to  do  fo  :  and  to  preferve  me 
likewife  in  your  affeftion.  I  hope  you  will 
provoke  me  to  enter  into  a  literary  conteft  with 
you,  by  fome  of  your  writings  :  as  I  find  it 
much  eafier  to  anfwer  a  challenge  of  this  kind, 
than  to  fend  one.  However,  if  you  Iliould  per- 
fevcre  in  your  ufual  indolence,  I  fhall  venture 
to  lead  the  way  myfelf;  in  order  to  fhew  you^ 
that  your  idlenefs  has  not  infeftcd  me. 

»  See  an  account  of  him,  vol.  iii.  p.  61.  rem.  6. 

I  fleal 
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I  fteal  a  moment  to  write  this  whilft  I  am  In  AU.7o«». 
the    fenate :  but   you    jQiall    have  a   longer  let- 
ter  from   me    when   I   fhall   be   lefs    engaged, 
f  arewel. 

LETTER      IX. 

To    Trebatius. 

I  Am  giving  you  an  inflance  that  thofe  who  love 
are  not  eafily  to  be  pleafed,  when  I  aflure  you, 
that  tho'  I  was  very  much  concerned  when  you 
told  mc  that  you  continued  in  Gaul  with  reluft- 
ance,  yet  I  am  no  lefs  mortified  now  your  letter 
informs  me,  that  you  like  your  fituation  ex- 
tremely well.  To  fay  the  truth,  as  I  regretted 
you  fhould  not  approve  a  fcheme,  which  you 
purfued  upon  my  recommendation  -,  fo  I  can  ill 
bear  that  any  place  fhould  be  agreeable  to  you 
where  I  am  nor.  Neverthelefs,  I  had  much 
rather  endure  the  uncafinefs  of  your  abfence, 
than  fuffer  you  to  forego  the  advantages  ^'ith 
which,  I  hope,  it  will  be  attended.  It  is  im- 
pOiTible  therefore  to  exprefs  how  much  I  rejoice 
in  your  having  made  a  friendfliip  with  a  man  of 
fo  improved  an  underflanding  and  fo  amiable  a 
difpofition  as  Matius :  whofe  efleem,  I  hope, 
you  will  endeavour  to  cultivate  by  every  means 

in 
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A.u.  700.  in  your  power.  For,  believe  me,  you  cannot 
bring  home  a  more  raluable  acqiiifition.  Fai-e- 
wcl. 

LETTER    X. 

To    Caius    Curio. 

YOU  muft  not  impute  it  to  any  negleft  in 
Rupa,    that    he   has    not   executed   your 
commiflion  ;  as  he  omitted  it  merely  in  compli- 
ance with  the  opinion  of  myfelf  and  the  rcfl  of 
your  friends.      We  thought    it    moft  prudent 
that  no    fteps    fhould    be   taken   during   your 
abfence,    which   might   preclude    you   from    a 
change   of  meafurcs    after   your    return  :    and 
therefore  that  it  would  be  bell  he  fhould  not 
fignify  your  intentions  of  entertaining  the  peo-> 
pie  with  public   games  ^.     I   may  perliaps    in 
fome  future  letter  give  you  my  reafons  at  large 
a^ainlt  your  executing  that  defign  :  or  rather, 
that  you  may  not  come  prepared  to  anfwer  my  " 

<  Curio's  pretence  for  exhibiting  thefe  games,  was  to  pay 
an  honour  to  the  memory  of  his  father,  lately  deceafed  : 
but  his  principal  motive  was  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the 
people,  who  were  paffionately  attached  to  entertainments 
of  this  kind.  As  Cicero  well-knew  the  profidion  of  Cu- 
rio's temper,  and  that  the  fcheme  he  was  meditating  could 
not  be  executed  without  great  expence ;  he  ac^ed  a  very 
judicious  and  honeft  part,  in  labouring  to  turn  him  aiide 
from  a  project  that  would  contribute  to  embarrafs  his  finan- 
ces, and  moft  probably  therefore  impair  the  foundations  of 
his  integrity, 

objedtionsj 
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obje6llons,  I  believe  it  will  be  the  wifeft  way  to  A.  u.  70a. 
referve  them  till  we   meet.      If  I   fhould  not 
bring  you   over  to  my  fentiments,  I  fhall  have 
the  fatisfadion,  at  leaft,  of  difcharging  the  part 
of  a   friend :   and   fhould  it  happen,  (which  I 
hope  however  it  will  not)  that  you  fhould  here- 
after have  occafion  to  repent  of  your  fcheme  5 
you  may  then  remember  that  I  endeavoured  to 
difTuade   you    from    it.     Byt  this  much  I  will 
now  fay,  that  thofe   advantages  which  Fortune 
in  conjunflion  with  your  own  induflry  and  na- 
tural endowments,  have  put  into  your  pofTef- 
fion,  fupply  a  far  furer  method  of  opening  your 
way  to  the  higheft  dignities,  than  any  oftenta- 
tious  difplay  of  the   moft  fplendid   fpe6tacles. 
The  truth  of  it  is,  exhibitions  of  this  kind,  as 
they  are  inftances  of  wealth  only,  not  of  merit, 
are  by  no  means  confidered  as  refle6bing  any  ho- 
nour on  the  authors  of  them  :  not  to  mention, 
that  the  public  is  quite .  fatiated  with  their  fre- 
quent  returns. — But  I  am  fallen  unawares  into 
what  I  defigned   to  have  avoided,   and  point- 
ing  out   my    particular    reafons    againft    your 
fcheme.    I  will  wave  all  farther  difcufTion  there- 
fore of  this  matter  till  we   meet;  and  in  the 
mean   time   inform   you,    that   the   world  en- 
tertains  the  higheft    opinion   of  your   virtues. 

What' 
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A.u.  700.  Whatever  advantages  may  be  hoped  from  tha 
moft  exalted  patriotifm  united  with  the  greateft 
abilities  ;  the  public,  believe  me,  expedls  from 
you.  And  fhould  you  come  prepared  (as  I  am 
fure  you  ought,  and  I  trufl  you  will)  to  adl  up 
to  thefe  its  glorious  expectations  ;  then,  indeed, 
you  will  exhibit  to  your  friends  and  to  the 
commonwealth  in  general,  a  fpeftacle  of  the  no^ 
bleft  and  moll  affefting  kind  ''^  In  the  mean 
while  be  affured,  no  man  has  a  greater  Ihare 
of  my  affection  and  eiteem  than  yourfelf. 
Farewel. 

'  Curio  was  not  of  a  difpofition  to  liflen  to  this  pru- 
dent counfel  of  his  friend :  but  in  oppofition  :o  all  the 
grave  advice  of  Cicero,  he  perfevered  in  his  refolution, 
and  executed  it  with  great  magnificence.  The  confe- 
quence  was,  juft  what  Cicero  tbrefaw  and  dreaded:  he 
contraftcd  debts  which  he  was  incapable  of  difcharging, 
and  then  fold  himfelf  to  Ca:far  in  order  to  fatisfy  the 
clamours  of  his  creditor?.  See  rem.  i.  on  the  firft  letter  of 
this  book. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XI. 
To    Trebatius, 

TWO  or  three  of  your  letters  which  lately  a.U.  700. 
came  to  my  hands  at  the  fame  time,  tho* 
of  different  dates,  have  afforded  me  great  plea- 
fure :  as  they  were  proofs  that  you  have  recon- 
ciled yourfelf,  with  much  fpirit  and  refolution, 
to  the   inconveniencies  of   a   military   life.     I 
"had   fome    little   fufpicion,    I    confefs,    of    the 
contrary :  not  that  I  queflioned  your  courage, 
tut  as  imputing  your  uneafinefs   to  the  regret 
of  our  reparation.     Let  me  intreat  you  then  to 
perfevere  in  your  prefent  temper  of  mind  :  and 
believe  me,  you  will  derive  many  and  confider- 
able  advantages  from  tTie  fervice  in  which  yon 
are  engaged.     In  the   mean  while,  I   fhall  nor 
fail  to  renew  my  felicitations  to  C^far  in  your 
favour,  upon    all   proper  occafions ;    and   have 
herewith  fent  you  a  Greek  letter  to  deliver  to 
him  for  that  purpofe :  for,  in  truth,  you  cannot 
be  more  anxious  than  I  am  that  this  expedition 
may  prove  to  your  benefit.     In  return,  I  de- 
fire  you  would  fend  me  a  full  relation  of  the 
Gallic  war :  for  you  muft  know,  I  ahvays  de- 

10  pend 
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A.u.  700.  pend  moft  upon  the  accounts  of  thofe  who  arc 
leafi  engaged  in  the  aftion. 

As  I  do  not  imagine  you  are  altogether  fo 
confiderable  a  perfon  as  to  retain  a  fecretary  in 
your  fei-vice,  I  could  not  but  wonder  you  Ihould 
trouble  yourfelf  with  the  precaution  of  fending 
me  feveral  copies  of  the  fame  letter.  Your  par- 
fimony,  however,  deferves  to  be  applauded ;  as 
one  of  them,  I  obferved,  was  written  upon  a 
tablet  that  had  been  ufed  before.  I  cannot 
conceive  what  unhappy  compofition  could  be  fo 
very  mlferable  as  to  deferve  to  give  place  upon 
this  occafion :  unlefs  it  were  one  of  your  own 
conveyances.  I  flatter  myfelf,  at  leaft,  it  was 
not  any  fpritely  epiftle  of  mine  that  you  thus 
difgraced,  in  order  to  fcribble  over  it  a  dull  one 
of  your  own.  Or  was  it  your  intention  to  inti- 
mate affairs  go  fo  ill  with  you,  that  you  could 
not  afford  any  better  materials  ?  If  that  fliould 
be  your  cafe,  you  mud  even  thank  yourfelf  for 
not  leaving  your  modefly  behind  you. 

I  (liall  recommend  you  in  very  ftrong  terms 
to  Balbus,  when  he  returns  into  Gaul.  But 
you  mull  not  be  furprifed  if  you  fliould  not 
hear  from  me  again  fo  foon  as  ufual :  as  I  fliall 
be  abfent  from  Rome  during  all  this  m.onth.  I 
write  this  from  Pomptinus,  at  the  villa  of  Me- 
trilius  Philemon,    where   I   am    placed   within 

hearing 
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hearing  of  thofe  croaking  clients  whom  you  re-  A.u.700. 
commended  to  my  protedion  :  for  a  prodigious 
number,  it  feems,  of  your  '  Uhibrean  frogs  are 
affembled,  in   order  to  compliment  my  arrival 
among  them.     Farewel. 

April  the  8th. 

P.  S.  I  have  dedroyed  the  letter  I  received 
from  you  by  the  hands  of  Lucius  Aruntius, 
tho'  it  was  much  too  innocent  to  deferve  fo 
fevere  a  treatment :  For,  it  contained  nothing 
that  might  not  have  been  proclaimed  before  a 
general  affembly  of  the  people.  However  it 
was  your  exprefs  defire  I  fliould  deflroy  it :  and 
1  have  complied  accordingly.  I  will  only  add, 
that  I  wonder  much  at  not  having  lieard  from 
you  fince  ;  efpecially  as  fo  many  extraordinary 
events  have  lately  happened  in  your  province. 

*•  Cicero  ludlcroufly  gives  the  Inhabitants  of  Ulubrs  this^ 
appellation,  in  allufion  to  the  low  and  marlhy  fituation  oi 
their  town.     See  rem.  9.  p.  230.  of  this  vol. 


Vol.  I.  R  LET- 
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LETTER    XII. 

To    Caius    Curio. 

A.U.700.  T^TUMBERLESS  are  the  fubjefts,  which 
X^  may  enter  into  a  correfpondence  of  the 
epiflolary  kind  :  but  the  moft  iifual,  and  which 
indeed  gave  the  firft  rife  to  this  amicable  com- 
merce, is,  to  inform  an  abfent  friend  of  thofe 
private  affairs,  which  it  may  be  necefTary  either 
for  his  intereft  or  our  own,  that  he  fhould 
know.  You  muit  not,  however,  expeft  any 
thing  of  the  latter  fort  from  me  :  as  your  family 
correfpondents,  I  am  fenfible,  communicate  to 
you  what  relates  to  your  own  concerns ;  and 
nothing  new  has  happened  in  mine.  There  are 
two  other  fpecies  of  letters,  with  which  I  am 
particularly  pleafed :  thofe,  I  mean,  that  are 
written  in  the  freedom  and  pleafantry  of  com- 
mon convcrfation  ;  and  thofe  which  turn  upon 
grave  and  moral  topics.  But  in  which  of  thefe 
it  would  be  leaft  improper  for  me  to  addrefs 
you  at  this  junfture,  is  a  queftion  not  eafily  de- 
termined. Ill,  indeed,  would  it  become  me  to 
entertain  you  with  letters  of  humour,  at  a  feafon 
when  every  man  of  common  fenffbilitv  has  bid- 
den 
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den  adieu   to  mirth  '.     And   what   can  Cicero  A.u.700. 
write   that   Ihall    deferve    the   ferious  thoughts 
of  Curio,   unlefs  it  be  on  public    affairs  ?   My 
fituation,  however,  is  fuch,  that  I  dare  not  truft 
my  real  fentiments  of  thofe  points  in  a  letter  ^  : 
and  none  other  will  I   ever  fend  you  ".     Thus 
precluded  as  I  am  from  every  other  topic,    I 
mull  content  myfelf  with  repeating  what  I  have 
often  urged  :  and  earneftly  exhort  you   to   the 
purfuit  of  true  and  folid  glory.     Believe  me,  ic 
will  require  the  utmoft  efforts  of  your  care  and 
refolution,  to  a6l  up  to  thofe  high  and  uncom- 
mon expe6tations  which  the  world  has  conceived 
of  your  merit.     There  is  indeed  but  one  pof- 
fible  method  that  can  enable  you  to  furmount 

*  Affairs  at  Rome  were  at  this  time  in  the  utmoft  con- 
fufion,  occafioned  (as  has  already  been  obferved  in  the 
notes  above)  by  the  faftious  interruption  that  was  given  to 
the  ufual  eletStion  of  the  magillrates.  See  note  6.  p.  221. 
of  this  vol.  This  ftate  of  tumult,  or  indeed,  to  fpeak  more 
properly,  of  almoft  abfolute  anarchy,  was  however  fome- 
what  compofed  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  prefent  year, 
by  the  eledlion  of  Domitius  Calvinus  and  Valerius  Meffala 
to  the  confular  office.     Dio,  xl.  p.  141. 

'  The  dillurbances  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note, 
were  artfully  fomented  by  Cjefar  and  Pompey,  in  order  to 
turn  them  to  the  advantage  of  their  ambitious  purpofes. 
But  this  was  too  delicate  a  circumftance  for  Cicero  to  ex- 
plain himfelf  upon  :  efpecially  as  he  was  now  cultivating  a 
friendlhip  with  both. 

*  The  text  in  the  original  is  evidently  defeftive  :  atque 
in  hoc  genere  hac  mea  caufa  eji,  ut  neque  ea  qua  ncn Jint'io 
1/tlim  faibere.  The  fenfe  is  fupplied  in  the  tranflation, 
in  a  way  that  feemed  to  coincide  bell  with  this  mucilatcJ 
fentence. 

R  2  this 
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A.U.700.  this  arduous  talk.  The  method  I  mean.  Is  by 
diligently  cultivating  thofe  qualities  which  are 
the  foundation  of  a  juil  applaufe  :  of  that  ap- 
plaufe,  my  friend,  which,  I  know,  is  the  con- 
ftant  objed  of  your  warmeft  ambition.  I  might 
add  much  more  to  this  purpofe  :  but  I  am  fen- 
fible  you  Hand  not  in  need  of  any  incitements. 
And  indeed  I  have  thrown  out  thefe  general 
hints,  far  lefs  with  a  view  of  inflaming  your 
heart,  than  of  teftifying  the  ardency  with  which 
I  give  you  mine.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XIII. 
To    Memmius. 

I  Claim  the  promife  you  gave  me  when  we  met 
laft  i  and  defire  you  to  treat  my  very  intimate 
and  zealous  friend  Aulus  Fufius  in  the  manner 
you  affured  me  you  would.  He  is  a  man  of  let- 
ters as  well  as  great  politenefs  :  and  indeed  in 
every  view  of  his  charadler  he  is  highly  deferving 
your  friendiliip.  The  civilities  you  fliall  fliew 
him  will  be  extremely  agreeable  to  me  :  as  they 
will  at  the  fame  time  for  ever  attach  to  your 
interefl  a  perfon  of  a  miofl:  obliging  and  friendly 
difpofition.     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XIV. 
To    Caius    Curio. 

PUBLIC  affairs  are  (o  circumftanced,  that  A. U. 700. 
I  dare  not  communicate  my  fcntiments  of 
them  in  a  letter-  This  howeverj  I  will  ven- 
ture in  general  to  fay,  that  I  have  reafon  to  con- 
gratulate yoii  on  your  removal  from  the  fcene 
in  which  we  are  eno;ao;ed.  But  I  mud  add,  that 
in  whatever  part  of  the  world  you  might  be 
placed,  you  would  flili  (as  I  told  you  in  my 
laft  ')  be  embarked  in  the  fame  common  bot- 
tom with  your  friends  here.  I  have  another 
reafon  likewife  for  rejoicing  in  your  abfcnce, 
as  it  has  placed  your  merit  in  full  view  of  fo 
confiderable  a  number  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
citizens,  and  allies  of  Rome:  and  indeed  the 
reputation  you  have  acquired  is  univerfally,  and 
without  the  leaft  exception,  confirmed  to  us  on 
all  hands.  But  there  is  one  circumftance  at- 
tending you,  upon  which  I  know  not  whether  I 
ought  to  fend  you  my  congratulations,  or  not : 
I  mean  with  relpect  to  thofe  high  and   fingular 

•  The  letter  to  which  Cicero  refers,  is  not  extant. 

R  ^  advan- 
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A.u.  700.  advantages  which  the  commonwealth  promifes 
itfelf  from  your  return  amongft  us.  Not  that 
I  fufpedt  your  proving  unequal  to  the  opinion 
which  the  world  entertains  of  your  virtues  j  but 
as  fearing  that  whatever  is  moft  worthy  of  your 
care  will  be  irrecoverably  loft  ere  your  arrival  to 
prevent  it :  fuch,  alas,  is  the  weak  and  well- 
nigh  expiring  condition  of  our  unhappy  re- 
public !  But  prudence,  perhaps,  will  fcarce 
juftify  me  in  trufting  even  this  to  a  letter  :  for 
the  reft  therefore  I  muft  refer  you  to  others. 
In  the  mean  while,  whatever  your  fears  or  your 
hopes  of  public  affairs  may  be  -,  thinkj  my  friend, 
inceflantly  think  on  thofe  virtues  which  that 
generous  patriot  muft  poflefs,  who  in  thefe  evil 
times,  and  amidft  fuch  a  general  depravation  of 
manners,  glorioufly  purpofes  to  vindicate  the 
antient  dignity  and  liberties  of  his  opprefled 
country.     Farewel. 


LET- 


00. 
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LETTER    XV. 

To    Trebatius. 

IF  it  were  not  for  the  compliments  you  fent  a.u.  7 
me  by  Chryfippiis  the  freedman  of  Cyrus 
the  archite6l,  I  fhould  have  imagined  I  no  longer 
poflefled  a  place  in  your  thoughts.  But  furcly 
you  are  become  a  mofl  intolerable  fine  gentle- 
man, that  you  could  not  bear  the  fatigue  of 
writing  to  me  j  when  you  had  the  opportunity 
of  doing  fo  by  a  man  whom,  you  know,  I  look 
upon  as  one  almoft  of  my  own  family.  Per- 
haps however,  you  may  have  forgotten  tlie  ule 
of  your  pen,  and  fo  miuch  the  better,  let  me 
tell  you,  for  your  clients  ;  as  they  will  lofe  no 
more  caufes  by  its  blunders.  But  if  it  is  myfelf 
only  that  has  efcaped  your  remembrance  ;  I 
mufl  endeavour  to  refrefh  it  by  a  vifit,  before  I 
am  worn  out  of  your  mind  beyond  all  power 
of  recollecftion.  After  all,  is  it  not  the  appre- 
henfions  of  the  next  fummer's  campaign,  that 
has  rendered  your  hand  too  unfleady  to  perform 
it-s  office  ?  If  fo,  you  mufl  e'en  play  over  again 
the  fame  gallant  ftratagem  you  praftifed  lafl 
year  in  relation  to  your  Britifh  expedition,  and 
frame   fome    heroic    excufe    for    your   abfencc. 

R  4  How- 


248  The    L  E  T  T  E  R  S      Book  TIL 

A.U-,  700.^  However,  I  was  extremely  glad  to  hear  b>' 
Chryfippus,  that  you  are  much  in  Csefar's  good 
graces.  But  it  would  be  more  like  a  man  of 
equity^  methinks,  as  well  as  more  agreeable  to 
my  inclinations,  if  you  were  to  give  me  fre- 
quent notice  of  what  concerns  you,  by  your  own 
hand:  a  fatisfailion  I  fhould  undoubtedly  enjoy, 
if  you  had  chofen  to  (ludy  the  laws  of  good 
fellowlhip,  rather  than  thofe  of  contention. 
You  fee  I  rally  you,  as  ufual,  in  your  own  way, 
not  to  fay  a  little  in  mine.  But  to  end  feriouHy  ^ 
be  afliired,  as  I  greatly  love  you,  I  am  no  Icfs 
confident  than  defirous  of  your  affeclion  in  re- 
turn.    Farewel. 

LETTER    XVI. 

To      P  U  B  L  I  U  S      S  E  X  T  I  U  S  *. 

I  Hope  you  will  not  imagine  by  my  longfilcnce, 
that  I  have  been  unmindful  of  our  friend- 
fhip,  or  that  I  had  any  intention  of  dropping 
my  ufual  correfpondence  with  you.     The  fin- 

»  The  commentators  are  greatly  divide4  as  to  the  time 
v-'hen  this  letter  was  written,  and  the  perion  to  whom  it  is 
addrefied.  To  examine  the  leveral  rcaibns  upon  whicji 
they  fupport  their  rcipedive  opinions,  would  be  leading 
the  Engliih  reader  into  a  field  of  criticifm  which  could 
afi'ord  him  neither  amulement  nor  inlbudion.  "i  he  fubjed 
indeed  of  this  letter,  which  is  merely  conToIatory  to  a 
fiiend  in  exile,  is  not  of  confoquence  enough  to  merit 
any  pains  in  afcertaining  (if  it  were  poffible  to  afcertain) 

cere 


Book  III.      OF     C  I  C  E  R  O.  249 

cere  truth  is,  I  was  prevented  from  writing  dii-  a.u.  709. 
ring  the  former  part  of  onr  feparation,  by  thofe 
calamities  in  which  the  general  confufion  of  the 
times  had  involved  me  :  as  I  afterwards  delayed 
it,  from  an  unwillingnefs  to  break  in  upon  you 
vvhilfl  your  own  fe\^re  and  unmerited  injuries 
v/ere  yet  frefh  upon  your  mind.  But  when  I 
reflecl:  that  a  fufficicnt  time  has  elapfcd,  to  wear 
off  the  firft  impreffions  of  your  misfortunes  ; 
and  confider  likewifc  the  virtues  and  maofnani- 
mity  of  your  heart  j  I  think  I  may  now  write 
to  you  confiRently  v/ith  my  general  caution  of 
avoiding  an  unfeafonable  officioufnefs. 

You  are  fenfiblc,  my  dear  Sextius,  that  I 
warmly  flood  forth  your  advocate,  v/hen-a  pro- 
fecution  was  formerly  comineiiced  ap;;iin!l:  you 
in  your  ab fence :  as  afterwardis,  when  you  was 
involved   in  that  accufation  which  was  broutrht 

O 

againfc  your  friend,  I  exerted  every  nieans  in  my 
pov/er  for  your  tiefence.  Thus  likewife  upon 
nvy  return  into  Italy  ^  tho'  I  found  your  affairs 
h^d  been  manac:ed   in  a  very  different  manner 

its  precife  date:  and  it  is  fiifficient  to  obferve,  that  it 
contains  nothing  but  what  perfectly  coincides  with  the  cir- 
cumllanccs  both  of"  Cicero's  affairs  and  thofe  of  the  republic 
in  the  prefent  year.  As  to  tho  perfon  to  %vhoin  this  letter 
is  written  ;  it  is  inipofuble  to  determine  any  thin-g  concern- 
ing him  :  for  the  Mis.  and  printed  copies  are  by  no  means 
r.greed  as  to  his  name  ;  fome  calling  him  Titius,  others 
Sitius,  and  others  Sextius, 

^  Probably,  when  he  returned  from  exile  :  in  the  year 
■696. 

6  than 
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A.u.  700.  than  I  fliould  have  advifed ;  yet  I  omitted  no 
opportunity  of  rendering  you  my  utmoft  fer- 
vices.  And  upon  this  occafion,  when  the  cla- 
mour that  was  raifed  againft  you  on  account  of 
the  corn  %  by  thofe  that  were  the  enemies,  not 
only  of  yourfelf,  but  of  all  who  endeavoured  to 
aflift  you;  when  the  general  corruption  of  the 
judges ;  and  in  fhort,  when  many  other  public 
iniquities,  had  prevailed  to  your  condemnation 
againft  all  truth  and  juftice;  I  was  not  wanting 
in  my  beft  good  offices  of  every  kind  towards 
your  fon.  Having  therefore  thus  faithfully  per- 
formed every  other  facred  duty  of  friendfliip,  I 
would  not  omit  this  likewife  of  intreating  and 
exhorting  you  to  bear  your  afflictions  as  becomes 
a  man  of  your  diftinguifhed  fpirit  and  fortitude. 
In  other  words ;  let  me  conjure  you  to  fupport 
with  refolution  thofe  common  viciffitudes  of 
Fortune,  which  no  prudence  can  prevent,  and 
for  which  no  mortal  is  anfwerable  ;  remember- 
ing, that  in  all  popular  governments,  as  well 
as  in  our  own,  it  has  been  the  fate  of  many  of 
the  beft  and  greateft  men  to  fall  a  lacrifice  to 
the  injuftice  of  their  country.     I  will  add,  (and 

<=  It  was  the  bufiiiefs  of  the  ^diles,  amongft  other  parts 
of  their  duty,  to  iuperintend  the  markeits  and  public  ma- 
gazines of  corn.  It  feems  probable  therefore  from  this  paf- 
fage,  that  Sextius  was  banifhed  for  Tome  real,  or  pretended, 
mifcondudl  in  the  adminiltration  of  that  office. 

I  wilh 
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I  v/ilh  I  could  with  truth  be  contradifled)  that  a.u.  700. 
the    injurious   fentence   you    lament,    has   only 
banifhed  you   from  a  commonwealth  in  which 
no  rational    mind    can   receive   the    leaft   fatif- 
faftion. 

If  I  were  to  fay  nothing  of  your  fon,  it  would 
look  as  if  I  were  inattentive  to  that  general 
applaufe  which  his  virtues  fo  juilly  receive : 
on  the  other  hand,  were  I  to  tell  you  all  that  I 
hear  and  think  of  him,  I  am  afraid  I  fhould 
only  renew  your  grief  for  being  thus  feparated 
from  his  company.  However,  you  fliould  wifely 
confider  his  uncommon  virtues  as  a  poffefllon 
which  infeparably  attends  you,  in  whatever  part 
of  the  world  you  may  be  placed.  For  furely 
the  objeds  of  the  mind  are  not  lefs  intimately 
prefent  with  us,  than  thofe  of  the  eye.  The 
refleflion,  therefore,  on  his  fingular  merit  and 
filial  piety  -,  the  fidelity  of  myfelf  and  the  reft 
of  thofe  friends  whom  you  have  found,  and 
will  ever  find,  to  be  the  followers,  not  of  your 
fortune,  but  of  your  virtue ;  and  above  all,  the 
confcioufnefs  of  not  having  deferved  your  fuf- 
ferings  -,  are  circumftances  which  ought  to  ad- 
minifter  the  higheft  confolation  to  you.  And 
they  will  more  effedually  do  fo,  if  you  con- 
fider, that  it  is  guilt,  and  not  misfortune  ;  one's 
own   crimes,    and   not   the   injuftice  of  others, 

which 
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A.U.700.  which  ought  to  diflurb  the  ferenity  of  a  well- 
regulated  mind.  In  the  mean  time  be  affured, 
that,  in  compliance  with  the  didates  of  that 
friendfhip  I  have  long  entertained  for  you,  and 
of  that  efteem  which  I  bear  for  your  fon,  I  Ihall 
negle6t  no  opportunity  both  of  alleviating  your 
afflidions,  and  of  contributing  all  I  can  to  fup- 
port  you  under  them.  In  a  word,  if  upon  any 
occafion  you  fhould  think  it  ncccflaiy  to  write 
to  me  i  you  fhall  find  that  your  application  was 
not  made  in  vain.     Farewel. 

LETTER      XVII. 
To  Curio. 

IDifpatch  Sextus  Villius,  a  domeilic  of  my 
friend  Milo,  to  meet  you  with  this  letter, 
notwithllanding  we  have  received  no  account  of 
your  being  yet  advanced  near  Italy.  However^ 
we  are  affured  that  you  are  (et  forward  from 
Afia  '^ :  and  as  It  is  generally  believed  it  will 
not  be  long  ere  you  arrive  in  Rome,  I  perfuade 
myfelf  that  the  importance  of  the  affair  which 
occafions  you  this  ap})lication,  will  juftify  my 
defire  of  making  it  as  early  as  pofTible. 

*  See  p.  218.  rem.  !.  towards  the  end. 

If 
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If  I  eftimated  my  fervices  towards  you,  by  a.u.  700. 
the  fame  enlarged  ftandard  that  you  gratefully 
meafure  them  yourfelfi  I  Ihould  be  extremely 
referved  in  requefting  any  confiderable  favour 
at  your  hands.  It  is  painful,  indeed,  to  a  man 
of  a  modeft  and  generous  mind,  to  folicit  great 
obligations  from  thofe  whom  he  has  greatly  ob- 
liged ;  left  he  fhould  feem  to  claim  the  price  of 
his  good  offices,  and  afk  a  matter  of  right  rather 
than  of  grace.  But  I  can  have  no  fcruples  of  this 
fort  with  refped  to  you;  as  the  fervices  you 
have  conferred  upon  me,  and  particularly  in  my 
late  troubles,  are  not  only  of  the  higheft,  but 
moft  confpicuous  nature.  An  ingenuous  difpo- 
fition,  where  it  already  owes  much,  is  willing 
to  owe  more :  and  it  is  upon  this  principle  that 
I  make  no  difficulty  of  requefting  your  affiftance 
in  an  article  of  the  laft  importance  to  me.  I 
have  no  reafon  indeed  to  fear,  that  I  ftiould 
fink  under  the  weight  of  your  favours,  even  if 
they  were  to  rife  beyond  all  number  :  as  I  truft 
there  is  none  fo  confiderable  that  I  ftiould  not 
only  receive  with  gratitude,  but  return  with 
advantage. 

I  am  exerting  the  utmoft  efforts  of  my  care, 
my  induftry,  and  my  talents,  in  order  to  fecure 
che  eledion  of  Milo  to  the  confulate  :  and  I  think 
myfeif  bound  upon  this  occafion  to  give  a  proof 

to 
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to  the  world,  of  the  more  than  common  affec- 
tion with  which  I  enter  into  his  intereft.  I  am 
perfuaded,  no  man  ever  was  fo  anxious  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  own  perfon  and  fortunes, 
as  I  am  that  Milo  may  obtain  this  honour : 
an  eventj  upon  which  the  fecurity  of  my  own 
dignities,  I  am  fenfible,  depends.  Now  the  af- 
fiftance  which  it  is  in  your  power  to  give  my 
friend,  is  fo  very  confiderable,  that  it  is  all  we 
want  to  be  alTured  of  vidory  :  for  thus  our  forces 
Hand.  In  the  firft  place,  Milo's  conduft  to- 
wards me  in  his  tribunate  ^  has  gained  him  (as  I 
hope  you  perfeftly  well  know)  the  affeftions  of 
all  our  patriots  :  as  the  liberality  of  his  temper 
and  the  magnificence  of  his  ihews  have  fe- 
cured  to  him  the  favour  of  the  populace  '. 
In  the  next  place,  all  the  young  part  of  the 
republic,  together  with  thofe  who  have  the  moft 
influence  in  elections,  are  wholly  in  his  intereft, 
as    having    received,    or   expecling   to  receive, 

*  Milo  was  tribune  in  the  year  of  Rome  6g6 :  at  which 
time  he  conferred  very  fingular  obligations  on  Cicero,  by 
moft  zealoufly  exerting  all  his  power  and  credit  in  promot- 
ing his  recall  from  exile.      Orat.  pro  Milan. 

'  Milo  had  diflipated  three  very  confiderable  eftates  iix 
the  extravagant  Ihevvs  which,  upon  different  occafions,  he 
had  exhibited  to  the  people  :  as  he  was  likewife  at  this  time 
propofing  to  entertain  them  in  the  fame  magnificent  man- 
ner, at  the  expence  of  250,000/.  Orat,  pro  Milon,  25.  JJ 
^  F.  iii.  9. 

tlie 
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the  benefit  of  his  own  popularity  and  a6live  A.u.  7o«. 
offices  upon  occafions  of  a  like  nature.  I  will 
add  like  wife,  that  he  has  my  fujffrage :  which, 
though  it  may  not  draw  after  it  any  confi- 
derable  effeflsj  is  however  univerfally  approved 
as  a  tribute  which  is  juftly  his  due :  and  fo 
far,  perhaps,  it  may  be  confidercd  as  of  fome 
weight  with  the  public.  All  therefore  that  we 
farther  require,  is  a  perfon  to  appear  as  the 
leader  of  thefe  our  rude  forces,  and  to  unite 
them  together  under  one  head :  and  had  we  the 
choice  of  the  whole  world,  we  could  not  fix 
upon  a  man  fo  well  qualified  for  this  purpofe  as 
yourfelf  If  you  believe  then  that  I  have  any 
worth  or  gratitude,  or  can  even  infer  it  from 
thefe  my  earneft  endeavours  to  ferve  Milo ;  in  a 
word,  if  you  efteem  me  deferving  of  your 
favours,  I  intreat  you  to  co-operate  with  me  in 
this  affair,  upon  which  my  chara6ter  (or  to  come 
ftill  nearer  to  the  truth)  upon  which  almofl  my 
very  prefervation    depends  *.     With   regard   to 

*  Cicero  was  particularly  concerned  to  fecure  Milo's 
ele^lion,  not  only  from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  but  of 
felf-prefervation.  For  Clodius,  our  author's  implacable 
enemy,  was  now  fonciting  the  office  of  prajtor  :  and  if 
Milo  were  rejected  from  the  confullhip,  it  would  fall  into 
the  hands  of  Plautus  Hypfajus  and  Mctellus  Scipio,  who 
were  both  under  the  influence  of  Clodius.  By  thefe  means 
the  latter  would  once  again  have  been  armed  with  the  prin- 
cipal authority  of  the  commonwealth  :  and  Cicero  knew  by 
Xad  and  recent  experience,  tliat  he  had  every  thing  to  fear 

Milo 
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Milo  himfelf,  I  will  only  afTure  you,  that 
you  never  can  oblige  a  man  of  a  more  folid 
turn  of  mind,  of  a  more  refolute  fpirit,  or  one 
who,  if  you  Ihould  embrace  his  interefb,  will 
receive  your  good  offices  v/ith  a  more  affefti- 
onate  gratitude.  You  will  at  the  fame  time  alfo 
confer  fo  fingular  an  honour  upon  myfelf,  as  to 
convince  me,  that  you  have  no  lefs  regard  for 
the  fupport  of  my  credit,  than  )^u  formerly 
fhewed  for  the  fafety  of  my  pcrfon.  I  fhould 
enlarge  much  farther  upon  this  fubjeft,  if  I  were 
not  perfuaded,  that  you  are  perfeiftly  fenfible  of 
the  infinite  obligations  I  have  received  from 
Milo ;  and  that  it  is  incumibent  upon  me  to 
promote  his  ele6cion  with  m.y  utmoft  zeal,  and 
even  at  the  hazard  of  my  life '.  I  will  only 
then  in  one  word    recommend  this  affair,  and 

from  fuch  an  enemy  when  he  could  add  power  to  malice. 
His  intereft  therefore  confpired  with  his  friendlhip  in  fup- 
porting  the  pretenfions  of  Milo,  who  had  upon  all  occa- 
iions  oppofed  the  defigns  of  Clodius  with  great  warmth 
and  fpirit :  and  who  in  the  prefent  inftance  would  have 
proved  a  counter  ballance,  if  Clodius  (hould  have  attempted 
a  fecond  time  to  fall  with  his  whole  weight  upon  Cicero. 
^i'd.  Or  at,  pro  Milan,  fajjim, 

*  In  this  declining  ftate  of  the  republic,  the  eledions 
were  carried  on,  not  only  by  the  moll  fhameful  and  avowed 
bribery,  but  by  the  feveral  mobs  of  the  refpedive  can- ' 
didates.  Thefe,  it  may  well  be  imagined,  were  both  dif- 
pofcd  and  prepared  to  commit  every  outrage,  that  the  caiiie 
ef  their  leaders  fhoaid  require.  Accordingly  the  party  of 
Milo  and  that  of  his  competitors  had  fuch  frequent  and 
bloody  engagements  with  each  other,  as  to  raife  a  general 
spprelienfion  of  a  civil  war.     Plut,  in  %'it,  Caton, 

there  i  a 
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therein  the  moft  important  of  my  concerns,  A.u.  700. 
to  your  favour  and  proteftion  :  and  be  aflured, 
I  fhall  efteem  your  compliance  with  my  requelt 
as  an  obligation  fuperiof,  I  had  almoft  faid, 
even  to  that  for  which  I  am  fo  greatly  indebted 
to  Milo.  The  truth  of  it  is,  it  would  give  me 
more  pleafure  to  make  him  an  effeflual  return 
for  the  very  confiderable  part  he  bore  in  my  re- 
ftoration,  than  I  received  even  from  the  benefit 
of  his  good  oIHces  themfelves.  And  this,  I 
am  confident,  your  fingle  concurrence  will  fully 
enable  me  to  perform  '.     Farewel. 

*  Soon  after  this  letter  was  written,  an  unfortunate  ad- 
venture difconcerted  all  Cicero's  meafures  in  behalf  of  his 
friend,  and  obliged  him,  inllead  of  foliclting  any  longer 
for  Milo  as  a  candidate,  to  defend  him  as  a  criminal.  It 
happened  that  Milo  and  Clodius  having  met  as  thej  were 
travelling  the  Appian  road,  a  rencounter  enfued,  in  which 
the  latter  was  killed.  Milo  was  arraigned  for  this  mur- 
der :  and  being  convifted,  was  fentenced  to  banifhment. 
Cicero,  in  his  defence,  laboured  to  prove  by  a  variety  of 
circum'.lances  that  this  meeting  could  not  have  been  pre- 
meditated on  the  part  of  his  client  :  and  indeed  it  feems 
probable  that  it  was  not.  But  however  cafual  that  parti- 
cular incident  might  have  been  ;  Milo,  it  is  certain,  had 
long  before  determined  to  affaiTinate  Clodius  :  and  it  ap- 
pears too,  that  Cicero  himfelf  was  apprifed  of  the  defign. 
This  is  evident  from  a  letter  to  Atticus  written  about  four 
years  antecedent  to  the  faft  of  which  I  am  fpeaking.  Reutn 
Publium,  fays  Cicero,  (niji  ante  occifus  erit)  fore  a  Milont 
futo.  Si  fe  i?iter  'viam  obtulerit,  occijum  iri  ab  ipfo  Milan: 
njideo.  Non  dubitat  facere  •■,  pra  fefert.  Dio,  xl.  p.  143, 
14.6.     Orat.  pro  Milon.  ad  Att.  iv.  j. 


Vol.  L  S  L  E  T- 


25?  The    LETTERS       Book  III. 

LETTER      XVIII. 
To  Titus  Fad i us  *. 

A.U.  700.  T  Know  not  any  event  which  has  lately  hap- 
'^  A  pened,  that  more  fenfibly  affe6ts  me  than 
your  difgrace.  Far  therefore  from  being  capable 
of  giving  you  the  confolation  I  wifli ;  I  greatly 
ftand  in  need  of  the  fame  good  office  myfelf. 
Neverthelefsj  I  cannot  forbear,  not  only  to  ex- 
hortj  but  to  conjure  you  likewife  by  our  friend- 
ihip,  to  colledl  your  whole  ftrength  of  reafon, 
in  order  to  oppofe  your  aiiii6lions  with  a  firm 
and  manly  fortitude.  Remember,  my  friend, 
that  calamities  are  incident  to  all  mankind,  but 
particularly  to  us  who  live  in  thefe  miferable 
and  diftrafted  times.  Let  it  be  your  confolation, 
however,  to  refle6t,  that  you  have  loft  far  lefs 
by  fortune,  than  you  have  acquired  by  merit : 
as  there  are  few  under  the  circumftances  of  your 
birth,  who  ever  raifed  them.lelves  to  the  fame 

*  It  is  altogether  uncertain  to  whom  this  letter  is  ad- 
drefTed ;  as  there  is  great  variety  in  the  feveral  readings  of 
its  infcription.  If  the  title  adopted  in  the  tranllation  be 
the  true  one,  (and  it  is  that  which  has  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  commentators  on  its  fide,)  the  perfon  to  whom  it 
_  is  written  was  qujeAor  to  Cicero  in  his  confulate  ;  and  after- 
wards one  of  thofe  tribunes  who  in  the  year  of  Rome  696, 
promoted  the  law  by  which  he  was  r^Hond  to  his  country, 
rU.  ad  Alt.  iii.  2^, 

■  dip-nicies: 
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dignities ;  tho'  there  are  numbers  of  the  highell  A.u.  yce 
quality  who  have  funk  into  the  fame  difgrace. 
To  fay  truth;  fo  wretched  is  the  fate  which 
threatens  our  laws,  our  liberties  and  our  confti- 
tution  in  general,  that  well  may  he  eileem  him- 
felf  happily  dealt  with,  who  is  difmifled  from 
fucii  a  diilempered  government  upon  the  leaft 
injurious  terms.  As  to  your  own  cafe  in  par- 
ticular, when  you  refleft  that  you  are  ftili  unde- 
prived  of  your  eftate  -,  that  you  are  happy  in 
the  affections  of  your  children,  your  family,  and 
y®ur  friends  i  and  that  in  all  probability  you  are 
only  feparated  from  them  for  a  fhort  interval : 
when  ,you  refled,.  that  among  the  great  number 
of  impeachments  which  have  lately  been  carried 
on  \  yours  is  the  only  one  that  was  confidered 
as  entirely  groundlefs  ;  that  you  were  condemned 
by  a  majority  only  of  one  fingle  vote;  and  that 
too  univerfally  fuppofed  to  have  been  given  in 
compliance  with  fome  poweiful  influence. 


^  The  circumrtance  here  mentioned,  renders  it  probable 
that  the  letter  before  us  was  written  in  the  prefent  ye?.r. 
For  Pompey  being  at  this  time  appointed  Ible  conful,  made 
feveral  falutriry  regulations  with  refpeft  to  the  method  of 
trials,  and  encouraged  profecutions  againfl:  thole  who  had 
been  guilty  of  illegal  pradlices  in  order  to  fecure  their 
elc£lions.  Accordingly,  many  perfons  of  the  firll  rank  in 
Rome  were  arraigned"  and  convided:  and  Fadius  fcems 
to  have  been  one  of  that  number,  Plut.  in  -vit.  Pomp,  et 
Cat  on. 


Thefe, 
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A.U.  700.  Thefe,  undoubtedly,  are  confiderations  which 
ought  greatly  to  alleviate  the  weight  of  your 
misfortune.  I  will  only  add,  that  you  may  al- 
ways depend  upon  finding  in  me  that  difpofi- 
tion  both  towards  yourfelf  and  your  family,  as 
is  agreeable  to  your  wifhes,  as  well  as  to  what 
you  have  a  right  to  exped.     Farewel. 

LETTER      XIX. 
To    Titus     Titius"^.. 

IT  is  by  no  means  as  fufpecfting  that  my  for- 
mer recommendation  was  not  fufficient,  that 
I  give  you  this  fecond  trouble;  but  merely 
in  compliance  with  the  requell  of  my  friend 
Avianus  Flaccus :  to  whom  I  neither  can,  nor 
indeed  ought  to  refufe  any  thing.  The  truth  is, 
notwithftanding  your  very  obliging  anfwer  when 
I  mentioned  his  affair  to  you  in  perfon,  and 
that  I  have  already  written  to  you  in  flrong 
terms  upon  the  fame  fubjedl;  yet  he  imagines 
I  cannot  too  often  apply  to  you  in  his  behalf. 
I  hope  therefore  you  will  excufe  me,  if  in  thus 
yielding  to  his   inclinations,  I  fhould  feem  to 

♦  The  perfon  to  wliom  this  letter  is  infcribed,  is  wholly 
unknown  :  and  the  occafion  upon  which  it  was  written  is  not 
of  importance  enough  to  deferve  asy  animadverfions. 

forget 
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forget  that  you  are  incapable  of  receding  from  A.u.jo*. 
your  word ;  and  again  intreat  you  to  allow  him 
a  convenient  port  and  fufficient  time  for  the 
exportation  of  his  corn.  Both  thefe  favours  I 
obtained  for  him  when  Pompey  had  the  com- 
mifllon  in  which  you  are  now  employed  :  and 
the  term  he  granted  him  was  three  years.  To 
fay  all  in  one  word,  you  will  veryfenfibly  oblige 
me  by  convincing  Avianus,  that  I  enjoy  the 
flime  Ihare  in  your  affection,  which  he  juftly 
imagines  he  poiTeffes  of  mine.     Farewel, 

LETTER      XX. 

To   Trebatius, 

I  Acquainted  you  with  the  affair  of  Silius.  He 
has  fince  been  with  me:  when  I  informed 
him  that  it  was  your  opinion  we  might  fifely 
enter  into  the  ufual  recognizance.  But  he  has 
confulted,  he  tells  me,  with  Servius,  who  af- 
fures  him  that  where  a  teftator  has  no  povrcr 
to  make  a  will,  it  muft  be  confidered,  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  it  had  never  fub- 
fifled :  and  Offilius,  it  feems,  agrees  in  this 
opinion.  He  told  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
had  not  applied  to  you  .upon  this  fubjed  :  but 
defired  I  would  recommend  both  himfelf  and 

S  3  bis 
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A>u.  700.  his  caufe  to  your  prote6lion.  I  do  not  know  a 
worthier  man  than  Silius,  nor  any  one,  except- 
ing yourfelf,  who  is  more  my  friend.  You 
will  extremely  oblige  me  therefore,  my  dear 
Trebatius,  by  calling  upon  him  in  order  to 
give  him  the  promife  of  your  afliflance :  and 
I  earneftly  intreat  you,  if  you  have  any  re- 
gard for  me,  to  pay  this  vifit  as  foon  as  pofTible, 
Farewel. 


LETTER      XXL 
To     Marcus     Marius. 

I  Shall  punftually  execute  your  commiflion ; 
But  is  it  not  a  mofl  wonderful  fpecimen 
of  your  fagacity,  thus  to  employ  a  man  in 
making  a  purchafe  for  you,  whofe  intereft  it  is 
to  advance  tj^t  price  as  high  as  poflible  ?  Above 
all,  I  moft  admire  the  wifdom  of  your  rellric- 
tion,  in  confining  me  to  a  particular  fum.  For 
had  you  trufled  me  with  an  unlimited  order,  I 
fliould  have  thought  myfelf  obliged  in  point  of 
friendlhip,  to  have  fettled  this  affair  with  my 
coheirs  upon  the  mofl  advantageous  terms  in 
your  behalf:  whereas  now  I  know  your  price, 
you  may  depend  upon  it,  I  Ihall  rather  fet  up 
a  fiditious  bidder,  than  fuffer  the  eftate  to  be 

fold 
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fold  for  lefs  than  the  money  you  mention.     But  A.ii.700. 
jefcing  apart  i  be  allured  I   fhall  difcharge  the 
commiflion   you   have  afligned  me,  with  all  the 
care  I  ought. 

I  know  you  are  well-pleafed  with  my  viftory 
over  Eurfa  ' :  but  why  then  did  you  not  more 
warmly  congratulate  me  upon  the  occafion  ? 
You  were  miitaken  in  imagining  the  charadler 
of  the  man  to  be  much  too  delpicable  to  ren- 
der this  event  a  matter  of  any  great  exultation. 
On  the  contrary,  the  defeat  of  Burfa  has  afforded 
me  a  more  pleafing  triumph,  even  than  the 
fall  of  Ciodius.  Much  rather  indeed  would  I 
fee  my  adverfaries  vanquifhed  by  the  hand  of 

'  Minutlus  Plancus  Burfa  was  tribune  the  year  before 
tills  letter  was  written,  and  had  dilHnguifhed  himfelf  by 
inflaming  thofe  diHurbances  in  Rome,  which  were  occa- 
fioned  by  the  afiaffination  of  Ciodius.  The  body  of  Ciodius 
being  produced  before  the  people  in  the  Forum;  Burfa, 
together  with  one  of  his  coUegues,  infufed  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
riot  into  the  populace,  that  fnatching  up  the  corpfe,  they 
inftantly  conveyed  it  to  the  cu7-ia  hojiilia  ;  (a  place  in  which 
the  fenate  fometimes  afiembled,)  where  they  paid  it  the 
funeral  honours.  This  they  executed  in  the  mbft  infolent 
and  tumultuous  manner,  by  eredling  a  funeral  pile  with  the 
benches,  and  fetting  fire  to  the  fenate-houfe  iti'elf.  Burfa, 
not  fatisfied  with  thefe  licentious  outrages,  endeavoured 
likewife  to  inftigate  the  mob  to  fall  upon  Cicero,  the 
avowed  friend  and  advocate  of  Milo,  by  whom  Ciodius  had 
been  killed.  Cicero  therefore,  as  foon  as  Burfa  was  out  of 
his  office  (for  no  magillrate  could  be  impeached  during  his 
miniftry)  exhibited  an  information  againft  him,  for  this 
violation  of  the  public  peace  :  and  Burfa  being  found 
guilty,  was  fentenced  to  fuffer  banilhment.  Dio,  xl.  p.  143, 
146.     JJcon.  argument,  in  O rat.  pro  Milan* 

S  4  juflice. 
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A-U.  700.  juilice,  than  of  violence  :  as  I  would  choofe  it 
Ihould  be  in  a  way  that  does  honour  to  the 
friends  of  my  caufe,  without  expofing  them  at 
the  fame  time  to  any  uneafy  confequences.  But 
the  principal  fatisfaftion  I  derive  from  this  affair, 
is  in  that  honefb  and  undaunted  zeal  with  which 
I  was  fupporned  againft  all  the  incredible  efforts 
of  a  very  great  man  *,  who  moft  v/armly  ex- 
erted his  power  in  favour  of  my  antagonift.  I 
will  mention  another  circumftance  likev/ife  that 
recommends  this  victory  to  me,  and  v^hich, 
tho'  perhaps  you  will  fcarcely  think  it  a  pro- 
bable one,  is  neverthelefs  moft  r.ffuredly  the  cafe  : 
I  have  conceived  a  much  ftronger  averfion  to 
this  man,  than  I  ever  entertained  even  againft 
Clodius  himfelf.  To  fpeak  truth,  I  had  openly 
declared  war  againft  the  latter  :  whereas  I  have 
been  the  advocate  and  protestor  of  the  for- 
mer. Befides,  there  was  fomething  enlarged  at 
leaft  in  the  views  of  Clodius,  as  he  aimed  by 
my  deftruftion  at  overturning  the  whole  com- 
monwealth :  and  even  in  this  he  afted  lefs  from 
the  motions  of  his  own  breaft,  than  by  the  in- 
ftigations  of  a  party  who  were  fenfible  they  could 
never  be  fecure,  whilft  I  had  any  remaining 
credit.     But   the    contemptible   Burfa^^   on   the 

•  Pompey,     Vid.  Lio.  p,  146. 

*  .  '  contrary. 
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contrary,  fingled  me  out  for  the  objed  of  his  A.u.yco, 
malice,  in  mere  gaiety  of  heart :  and  without 
the  leaft  provocation,  offered  himfelf  to  fome 
of  my  enemies  as  one  who  was  entirely  at  their 
fervice  upon  any  occ?.fion  wherein  they  could 
employ  him  to  my  prejudice.  Upon  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  my  friend,  I  expefl  that  you  v/armly 
congratulate  my  fuccefs :  as  indeed  I  efteem 
it  an  event  of  very  confiderable  importance. 
Never,  in  truth,  did  Rome  produce  a  fet  of 
more  inflexible  patriots,  than  the  judges  who 
prefided  at  this  trial :  for  they  had  the  honefl 
courage  to  pafs  fentence  againfl  him,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  all  the  power  and  influence  of  the  very 
perfon  by  whom  they  were  appointed "  to  this 
honourable  ofHce.  And  undoubtedly  they  would 
not  have  afted  with  fuch  uncommon  fpirit,  had 
they  not  confidered  the  infults  I  fuffered  from 
this  man,  as  fo  many  indignities  offered  to  them- 
felves. 

I  have  at  prefent  a  great  deal  of  troublefome 
bufinefs  upon  my  hands :  as  feveral  confiderable 
impeachments  are  going  forward,  and  many 
new  laws  are  in  agitation.     It  is  my  daily  wifb 

'  Pompey,  in  his  late  confulfhip,  made  fome  alterations 
with  refpedl  to  the  method  of  chufing  the  judges,  and 
elefted  a  certain  number  out  of  the  three  orders  of  the  Hate, 
for  the  cognizance  of  civil  and  criminal  caufes.  Manui.  d» 
leg.  p.  122.     Vil.  Paterc.  ii.  76. 

therefore, 
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A.U. 700.  therefore,  that  no  intercalation'  may  protrad 
thefe  affairs  beyond  the  ufual  period,  and  pre- 
vent the  plealure  I  propcfe  to  myfelf,  of  paying 
you  a  vifit  very  foon.     Farewel. 


LETTER      XXII. 
To    Trebatius. 

YOU  laughed  at  me  yefberday,  when  I  af- 
ferted  over  our  wine,  that  it  was  a  que- 
ftion  among  the  lawyers,  whether  an  a6tion  of 
theft  could  be  brought  by  an  heir,  for  goods 
Holen  before  he  came  into  pofiefTion.  Tho'  it 
was  late  when  I  returned  home,  and  I  had  drunk 
pretty  freely,  I  turned  to  the  place  where  this 
queftion  is  difcuJTed,  and  have  fent  you  an  ex- 

^  The  Roman  months  being  lunar,  a  proper  number  of 
fupplemental  days  were  added  every  two  years  in  order  to 
adjuft  their  reckoning  to  the  courfe  of  the  fun.  This  was 
called  an  intercalation  :  and  was  performed  by  the  ponti- 
fical college,  at  their  own  difcretion*  Accordingly  they 
often  exercifed  thia  important  truft  as  interell:  or  ambition 
didated  :  and  by  their  arbitrary  intercalations  either  ad- 
vanced or  retarded  the  ftated  times  for  tranfafting  civil  or 
religious  aitairs,  as  bell  fuited  the  private  purpofes  of  them- 
felves  or  their  friends.  By  thefe  means  thefe  unworthy 
obfervers  of  the  heavenly  motions,  had  introduced  fo  great 
a  confufion  into  their  calendar,  that,  when  Csfar  under- 
took its  reformation,  all  the  feafons  were  mifplaced  ;  and 
the  appointed  feilivals  for  harveft  and  vintage,  were  no 
longer  found  in  the  fummer  and  autumn  quiirters.  Suet,  iz 
yul.  40.     Macrob.  Saturn,  i, 

2  trad 
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tra6t  of  the  pafTage  :  in  order  to  convince  you^  A.u.  7C0. 
that  a  point  which  you  imagined  had  never  been 
maintained  by  any  man,  was  aftually  holden 
by  Sextus  ^lius^  Marcus  Manlius,  and  Marcus 
Brutus  '.  But  notwithftanding  thefe  great  names, 
I  agree  in  opinion  with  Scicvola  and  Trebatius''. 
Farewel. 


*  Thefe  were  all  of  them  lawyers  of  great  note  in  their 
refpedlive  generations,  and  whofe  writings  in  the  fcience 
they  profefl'ed  were  in  much  efteem.  The  two  former  flou- 
rifhed  about  the  year  of  Rome  545,  and  600  :  the  latter 
about  the  year  630.     Pompon,  de  orig.  Juris. 

^  Scaevola  was  one  of  the  names  of  Trebatius,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  letter  to  Atticus  wherein  he  is  fo  called.  There 
was  likewife  a  Quintus  Mucins  Scscvola,  a  lawyer  of  very 
confiderable  eminence,  who  lived  about  fifty  years  before 
the  prefent  date,  and  who  compiled  a  body  of  laws  ia 
eighteen  volumes.  Manutius  imagines  therefore,  that  in 
allufion  to  this  perfon,  Cicero  jocularly  feparates  the  names 
Sca.'vola  and  Trebatius  by  an  intervening  copulative,  as  if 
he  were  fpeaking  of  two  different  men,  iho'  he  only  meang 
his  friend  to  whom  he  is  writing. 


X  E  T- 
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LETTER      XXIII. 
To  Appius  Pulcher. 

A.U.700.  Y  Find  myfelf  obliged,  contrary  indeed  to  my 
^""'V'^  X  expe6lation  as  well  as  my  wifhes,  to  accept 
the  governnnent  of  your  province ''.  Amidil: 
the  numberlefs  uneafy  thoughts  and  occupations 
which  this  circumilance  occafions  me,  it  is  my 
fingle  confolation,  that  I  could  not  have  fuc- 
ceeded  any  man  in  this  employment  who  would 
be  more  difpofed  than  yourfeif,  to  deliver  it  up 

'  The  great  commotions  that  had  been  raifed  the  lafl 
year  in  Rome,  on  account  of  the  eledlions,  have  already 
been  mentioned  in  the  notes  £bove.  In  order  therefore  to 
remedy  thefe  evils  for  the  future,  by  abating  the  intem- 
perate ardour  with  which  the  magiliracies  were  purfued;  it 
was  thought  expedient  to  deprive  the  praetorlbip  and  con- 
fulate  of  one  of  their  principal  and  moft  tempting  advan- 
tages. This  confifted  in  the  government  of  provinces :  to 
which  thofe  magiftrates  of  courfe  fucceeded  at  the  expiration 
of  their  refpedlive  adminiftrations.  For  thefe  governments 
not  only  fecured  them  from  any  impeachments  during  th« 
time  they  continued  in  them,  but  were  likewife  inexhauft- 
ible  fources  of  wealth  to  thofe,  who  were  not  fcrupulous 
in  the  means  of  obtaining  it.  Accordingly  a  law  pafled, 
by  which  it  was  enaftcd,  that  no  future  prjctor  or  conful 
ihould  be  capable  of  a  provincial  charge,  till  five  years  after 
the  expiration  of  his  office  :  and  in  the  mean  time,  that 
the  provinces  Ihould  be  fupplied  from  among  thofe  of  prze- 
torian  and  confular  rank,  who  had  laid  down  their  offices 
without  fucceeding  to  any  government.  Cicero  was  of  this 
number  :  and  it  is  probable  there  were  fo  few  of  them,  that 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  refufe,  what  it  is  very  certain  he  had 
HO  iucUnajdoa  to  accept.    Dio»  xl.  p.  142. 
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to  me  as  little  embarraflcd  as  pofllble.  I  hope  A.u.joa, 
you  entertain  the  fame  opinion  of  my  difpofi- 
tion  with  regard  to  you :  and  be  aflured  I  fhall 
never  difappoint  you  in  this  expedation.  I 
moft  earneftly  then  intreat  you,  by  all  the  ties 
of  our  friendfhip  in  particular,  as  well  as  by  that 
uncommon  generofity  which  dillinguiflies  your 
adions  in  general,  to  render  me  upon  this  occa- 
fion  every  good  office  in  your  power :  as  un- 
doubtedly there  are  many. 

You  will  obferve  from  the  decree  of  the 
fenate,  that  I  was  under  a  neceflity  of  accepting 
the  government  of  fome  province  :  and  I  mufi: 
repeat  it  once  more,  the  eafe  with  which  1  fhall 
pafs  thro'  the  functions  of  my  miniftry,  depends 
upon  your  fmoothing,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  the 
difficulties  at  my  firft  entrance.  You  are  the 
befl  judge  in  what  particular  inftances  you  can 
contribute  to  this  end  :  I  will  only  in  general 
befeech  you  to  do  fo  in  every  article  wherein 
you  imagine  your  fervices  may  avail  me.  I 
might  enlarge  on  this  fubjedt,  if  either  your 
own  generous  temper,  or  our  mutual  friend- 
fhip, would  fuffer  me  to  dwell  upon  it  any 
longer  :  and  I  may  add  too,  if  the  nature  of 
my  requeft  did  not  fufficiently  fpeak  for  itfelf. 
I  will  only  therefore  afflire  you,  that  if  I  ffiould 
not  make  this  application  in  vain,  you  may  de- 
pend 
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A.U.roo.pend  upon  receiving  a  ftrong  and  lading  fatif- 
fadion  from  the  faithful  returns  of  my  grati- 
tude.   Farewel. 


LETTER      XXIV. 

To  the  Same. 

I  Arrived  on  the  226.  of  May  at  Brundifium, 
where  I  found  your  lieutenant  *  Quintus 
Fabius  :  who  agreeably  to  your  orders  informed 
me,  that  it  is  highly  expedient  Cilicia  fhould 
be  flrengthened  with  an  additional  number  of 
forces.  This  was  conformable,  not  only  to  my 
own  fentiments,  who  am  more  immediately  con- 
cerned in  the  fecurity  of  that  province,  but  to 
the  opinion  likewife  of  the  fenate  :  who  thought 
it  reafonable,  that  both  Bibulus  ^  and  myfelf 
fhould  reinforce  our  refpeftive  legions  with  re- 
cruits from  Italy.     But  it  was  fcrongly  oppofed 

*  Every  proconful,  or  governor  of  a  province,  was  ac- 
companied with  a  certain  number  of  lieutenants,  in  pro- 
portion to  his  rank  and  quality.  Thefe  officers  ferved  him 
as  a  kind  of  firll  minifters  in  civil  aiFairs :  and  they  com- 
manded in  chief  under  him  when  he  took  the  field. 

*  Some  account  has  already  been  given  of  Bibulus  in  the 
rotes  on  the  preceding  book.  See  rem.  lo.  p.  163.  He 
was  appointed  governor  of  Syria,  a  province  bordering  on 
that  of  Cilicia :  to  which  Cicero  was  on  his  way  when  he 
wrote  the  prefent  letter,  and  all  the  fubfetjuent  ones  in  this 
bgok. 

by 
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by  Sulpicius  "*  the  conful ;  though  not  without  A.u.  702. 
very  warm  re.nonftrances  on  our  parts.  How- 
ever, as  it  feemed  to  be  the  general  inclination 
of  the  fenate  that  we  fliould  haften  our  depar- 
ture ;  we  were  obliged  to  fubmit :  and  we  fct 
forward  accordingly. 

Let  me  now  repeat  the  requeft  I  made  in  my 
laft  from  Rome,  and  again  intreat  you  to  favour 
me  in  all  thofe  inftances  wherein  one  friend  can 
oblige  another  who  fucceeds  to  his  government. 
In  fliort,  let  it  be  your  care  to  convince  the 
world,  that  I  could  not  have  followed  a  more 
affectionate  predecelTor :  as  it  fhali  be  mine  to 
give  confpicuous  proofs,  that  you  could  not 
have  refigned  your  province  to  one  more  lin- 
cerely  devoted  to  your  intereft. 

I  underfcood  by  the  copy  which  you  com.mu- 
nicated  to  me  of  thofe  difpatches  you  fent  to 
the  fenate,  that  you  had  aftually  difbanded  a 
confiderable  part  of  your  army.  But  Fabius 
affures  me,  this  was  a  point  which  you  only  had 
in  your  intention ;  and  that  when  he  left  you, 
the  whole  number  of  your  legions  was  com- 
plete. If  this  be  the  cafe,  you  will  greatly 
oblige  me  by  keeping  the  few  forces  under  your 

3  Servius  Sulpicius  Rufus  was  conful  this  yaar,  together 
with  Marcus  Claudius  Marcellus.  For  a  more  particular 
account  of  the  former.  See  rem.  i.  p.  119.  voli  ii.  and  of  the 
latter,  rem.  3.  let,  35.  of  this  book. 

com- 
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command,  entire :  as  I  fuppofe  the  decree  of 
the  fenate  which  pafled  in  relation  to  this  ar- 
ticle, has  already  been  tranfmitted  to  you.  To 
comprife  all  in  one  word,  I  pay  fo  great  a  de- 
ference to  your  judgment,  that  whatever  mea- 
fures  you  may  think  proper  to  purfue,  I  fhall 
vindoubtedlv  believe  them  reafonable  :  thouo-h 
I  am  perfijaded  at  the  fame  time,  you  will 
purfue  fuch  only  as  fnail  appear  to  be  for  my 
benefit. 

I  am  waiting  at  Brundifium  for  my  lieute- 
nant Caius  Pontinius,  whom  I  expect  here  on 
the  firft  of  June  :  and  I  fhall  take  the  earliefl 
opportunity  after  his  arrival,  of  proceeding  on 
my  voyage.     Farewel. 

LETTER      XXV. 

COELIUS  *,     to   CrCERO. 

AGR.ee ABLY  to  my  promife  when  wc 
parted,  I  have  fent  you  a  full  account  of 
every  event  that  has  happened  fince  you  left 
Rome.  For  this  purpofe,  I  employed  a  perfon 
to  collect  the  news  of  the  town  :    and  am  only 

4  Manutius  has  with  great  induftry  drawn  together  the 
feveral  fcattered  paffages  in  the  ancient  hiilorians,  relating 
to  CceHus  :  and  it  is  but  a  piece  of  jufiice  due  to  that  learn- 
ed critic  to  acknowledge,  that  the  following  account  is  ex- 
trafted  from  thofe  materiah,  which  his  labours  fpared  me 
the  trouble  of  coilecling. 

afraid 
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afraid  tou  will  think  he  has  executed  his  office  A.r.  -c: 
much  too  puncbually.  I  am  feniible  a:  the 
fame  time,  that  you  are  a  man  of  infinite  curio- 
litYi  and  that  travellers  take  pleafure  in  being 
informed  of  every  little  circumftance  tranl acted 
at  home.  But  1  hope  you  will  not  impure  it 
to  any  want  of  refpect,  that  I  aOigned  over 
this  employm.ent  to  another  hand.  On  the 
contran',  as  much  en2:a2:ed  as  I  reallv  am,  and 
as  little  fond  of  writiRo;  as  you  know  me  to  be, 
I  ihould  with  great  pleafure  execute  any  com- 
mifTion   which   g-ave   me    occafion   to    think  of 


&■ 


?Jarcu3  Ccslius  was  tribune  of  the  people,  the  year 
before  this  letter  was  written.  He  diiHnguiihed  himfelf  in 
that  oSce  by  zeaioufly  and  boldiv  fupportiag  the  claims 
of  the  fenate  and  the  intereils  of  the  arii^ocrarical  rartv, 
againft  the  attacks  of  the  oppoiite  faction.  When  the  civil 
war  broke  out  between  Pompey  and  Caefar,  he  affected  at 
firft  to  lland  nearer :  he  afterwards  however  thought  proper 
to  join  with  the  latter.  But  Ca^far  not  gratifying  his  am- 
bition in  the  manner  he  expected,  he  changed  lide?,  and 
raifed  great  diliurbances  in  Rome  in  favour  cf  Pompey. 

Ccelius  applied  himfelf  early  to  the  art  of  oratory  :  and 
for  that  purpofe  was  introduced  by  his  father  to  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Cicero,  under  whofe  direftion  he  formed 
his  eloquence.  His  parts  and  genius  foon  diiHnguiihed 
him  in  the  torum :  but  tho'  his  fpeeches  were  conceived 
with  peculiar  fpirit  and  vivacity,  his  language  was  thought 
forced,  and  the  harmony  cf  his  periods  too  much  neg- 
lefted.  His  morals  were  fuitable  to  the  degenerate  age 
in  which  he  lived  ;  luxurious  and  dilfolute  :  as  his  temper 
was  remarkably  inflammable,  and  apt  to  kindle  into  the 
moft  implacable  refentments.  Cic.  orat.  /to  Ccelio.  Caf. 
Bel.  Ci-j.  iii.  fel.  Pcterc.  ii.  Dialog,  de  cauj.  corrupt,  elo- 
quent. Scvcc.  de  Ira.  iii.  See  rem.  6.  p.  1x5.  and  rem.  iz. 
p.  147,  of  vol.  ii. 

Vol.  I,  T  voj. 
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A.u.  7oa.  you.  I  trull  however,  when  you  call  your  eye 
upon  this  volume  of  news,  you  will  very  rea- 
dily admit  my  excufc;  as  I  know  not  indeed 
who  elfe  except  the  compiler,  could  find  leifure, 
I  will  not  lay  to  tranfcribe,  but  even  to  perufe 
fuch  a  flrange  medley.  It  contains  a  colle6tion  of 
decrees  of  the  fenate  and  rumours  of  the  people  -, 
of  private  tales  and  public  edids.  Should  it 
happen,  neverthelefs,  to  afford  you  no  fort  of 
entertainment ;  give  me  due  notice,  that  I  may 
not  put  myfelf  to  this  prodigious  expence  only 
to  be  impertinent.  If  any  events  of  more  im- 
portance fhould  arife,  and  which  are  above  the 
force  of  thefe  hackney  news-writers ;  I  will  take 
the  relation  upon  myfelf,  and  give  you  a  full 
account  of  the  fentiments  and  fpeculations  of 
the  world  concerning  it :  but  at  prefent  there  is 
little  of  this  kind  ftirring. 

As  to  the  report  which  was  fo  current  when 
we  were  at  Cum^  \  of  enfranchifing  the  colo- 
nies on  the  other  fide  the  Po  * ;  it  does  not  feem 

'  A  city  In  Campania,  Ctuated  upon  the  fea  coaft  :  near 
which  Cicero  had  a  villa. 

^  Cifalpine  Gaul  was  divided  into  two  parts  by  ihe  river 
Po  ;  and  accordingly  as  the  inhabitants  were  iituated  with 
refpe£l  to  Italy,  either  on  one  fide  or  the  other  of  that 
xiver,  they  were  called  Cifpauani,  or  Tran/padani.  Caefar 
had  a  fcheme  of  putting  the  latter  on  the  fame  foot  with 
the  municipal  towns  of  Italy;  the  chief  magiltrates  whereof 
had  a  right  of  fuffrage  in  the  affemblies  of  the  Roman 
people,  and  were  capiibk  of  being,  ele^d  to  the  ofhces  of 
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to  have  travelled  beyond  that  city  :  at  leafl  I  a.u.  702 
have  heard  no  mention  of  this  affair  fincc  my 
return  to  Rome.  Marcelkis  not  having  yet 
moved  that  Csfar  may  be  recalled  from  his  go- 
vernment in  Gaul,  and  intending  to  defer  it, 
as  he  told  me  himfelf,  to  the  firft  of  June^  it 
has  occafioned  the  revival  of  thofe  fufpicions  to 
his  difadvantage,  which  fo  ftrongly  prevailed 
when  you  v/ere  here  '^. 

If  you  had  an  interviev/  '^  with  Pompey  (as  I 
remember  it  was  your  intention)  let  me  know 
the  converfation  that  pafTed  between  you,  and 
what  you  could  difcover  of  his  defigns :  for  tho' 
he  feldom  fpeaks  his  real  fentiments,  he  has 
not  artifice  enoug-h   to  conceal  them '.     As  to 

O 

the  republic.  This  feems  to  be  the  circumHance  to  which 
C'celius  here  alludes  :  as  Cicero  obfcurely  hints  at  it  like- 
wife,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Atticus.  See  ad  Att.  v.  2.  and 
the  remark  of  Mongauk  upon  that  paffage. 

"^  Marcellus  the  prefent  conful,  dillinguifhed  himfelf 
throughout  his  whole  adminiftration  by  a  warm  oppofiticn 
to  Cefar  :  as  he  afcerwards  aftually  made  the  motion,  of 
which  Ccelius  here  fpeaks.  He  was  not  however  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  fucceed  in  it ;  being  oppofed  by  his  collegue 
Sulpicius  in  conjunclion  with  fome  of  the  tribunes.  I>io, 
x!i.  p.  148.  See  his  charadler  in  remark  3.  on  the  35tli 
letter  of  this  book,  p.  320. 

*  Pompey  was  at  this  time  at  Tarentum,  a  maritime 
city  of  Calabria  :  where  Cicero  fpent  a  few  days  with 
him  in  his  way  to  Cilicia,  while  he  waited  the  arrival  of 
his  lieutenant  Pontinius.     Ad  Att.  v.  6. 

9  Cicero  in  his  letters  to  Atticus  often  mentions  the 
circuity  of  penetrating  into  Pompey's  real  defigns  :  but  it 
Coelius  may   be  credited,  he  was,  it  feems,  one  of  thofe 

T  •  Cccfar, 
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A.U.702.  Cctfar,  we  have  frequen:,  and  no  very  favour- 
able,  reports  concerning  him  :  however  they  are 
at  prefent  nothing  more  than  rumours.  Some 
fay  he  has  loft  all  his  cavalry  j  and  I  believe 
this  is  the  truth  of  the  cafe  :  others  that  the 
feventh  legion  has  been  entirely  defeated,  and 
that  he  himfelf  is  i'o  furrounded  by  the  Bello- 
vaci ',  that  he  cannot  poflibly  receive  any  fuc- 
cours  from  the  main  body  of  his  army.  But  this 
news  is  not  publicly  known  :  on  the  contrary  it 
is  only  the  whifper  of  a  party  which  I  need  not 
name,  and  who  mention  it  with  great  caution ; 
particularly  Domitius  ^  who  tells  it  in  your  ear 
with  a  moft  important  air  of  fecrefy. 

A  ftrong  report  prevailed  here,  that  you  were 
aflaffinated  upon  the  road  on  the  24th  of  May, 
by  Quintus  Pompeius  ^  I  heartily  curfed  the 
idle  authors  of  this  alarm  :  however  it  did  not 
give  me  any  great  difturbance,  as  I  knew  Pom- 
over-refined  diffemblers,  who,  as  our  Brltlfh  Horace  ob- 
ferves,  are 

■ So  ruerji  clofc  they*  re  hid  from  none.      Pope. 

*  A  nioft  martial  and  powerful  people  in  Belgic  Gaul, 
againft  whom  Cxfar  was  at  this  time  making  war. 

^  Lucius  Domitius  ^uobarbus,  one  of  C^efar's  avowed 
enemies.  A  particular  account  will  be  given  of  him  in 
the  remarks  on  the  letter  addrefled  to  him  in  this  col- 
lection. 

3  Quintus  Pompeius  Rufus  was  tribune  the  laft  year,  and 
a  principal  author  of  thofe  dillurbances  which  cnfued  upon 
the  deatlk  of  Clodius.     See  remark  5.  p.  26^.  of  this  vol. 

peius 
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peius  to  be  then   at   Baiilis  "^j    where  the  poor  A.u.  702 
man  is  reduced  to  exercife  the  mifcrable  office 
of  a  pilot,  to  keep  himfelf  from  llarving.     May 
you  ever  be  as  fecure  from  all  other  dangers,  as 
you  were  from  this  ! 

Your  friend  *  Plancus  is  at  Ravenna  :  and 
notwithflanding  the  very .  confiderable  benefac- 
tion he  has  lately  received  from  Cfefar  ^  j  the 
man  is  flill  in  diftrefs. 

Your  political  treatife  "  is  univerfally  read  and 
much  admired.     Farewel. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  office  therefore  being  convi6led  of 
thefe  mifdemeanours,  he  was  banirtied  from  Rome.  Dio.  xl, 
p.  146. 

4  A  city  in  Campania. 

5  Munatius  Plancus  Burfa  :  of  whom  an  account  has 
been  given  in  remark  5.  p.  263.  of  this  vol.  Ccelius  fpeaks 
ironically,  when  he  calls  him  Cicero's  friend. 

*  See  remark  **,  p.  166.  of  this  vol. 

■^  "  It  was  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue,  in 
"  which  the  greateft  perfons  of  the  republic  were  intro- 
"  duced.  From  the  fragments  of  this  work  which  Hill 
*'  remain,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  noble  perfoiunance, 
*'  and  one  of  his  capital  pieces ;  where  all  the  importauc 
*'  quertions  in  politics  and  moraliry,  were  difcuffed  with 
"  the  greateft  elegance  and  accuracy."  Mid.  Life  of  Cic 
<vol.  ii-  p.  94.  8vo.  edit. 


LET- 
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LETTER-    XXVL 

To    APPfUS    PuLCHER. 

A.u.  702.  Y  Received  your  letter  at  this  place  ■*  on  tiie 
A  4th  of  June,  by  which  I  am  informed  that 
you  have  charged  Lucius  Clodius  with  a  mef- 
fage  to  me.  I  am  therefore  waiting  for  his 
arrival,  that  I  may  hear  as  early  as  pofllble, 
whatever  he  has  to  fay  on  your  part.  In  the 
mean  time,  notwithflanding  I  have  already  by 
many  inilances  convinced  you,  I  hope,  of 
my  friendfnip  ;  yet  let  me  affure  you,  that  I 
fliall  particularly  endeavour  to  ihew  it  upon 
every  occafion,  by  t"»e  moil:  tender  regard  for 
your  character.  I  have  the  fatisfa£tion  in  re- 
turn to  be  informed,  not  only  by  Fabius,  and 
Flaccus,  but  particularly  by  Oclavius,  of  the 
fnare  you  allow  me  in  your  eftcem.  I  had 
before,  indeed,  many  reafons  for  believing  T 
enjoyed  that  privilege  j  but  chiefty  by  that  very 
agreeable  prefcnt  of  your  treatife  upon  augury, 

5  Brundifmm,  This  letter  was  written  but  a  few  days 
after  the  laft  addreiTed  to  Appius,  which  is  likewife  dated 
from  this  place  :  where  Cicero  continued  about  a  fort- 
night. He  was  prevented  from  embarking  fooner,  not  only 
as  he  waited  the  arrival  of  his  lieutenant  Pontiniiis,  hm 
^Ifo  by  a  flight  indifpofuioii,     Jd  A^A,  v.  «>.  • 

which 
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which  you  have  fo  affeftionately  addrefled  to  A.u.702. 
me  '.  No  teftimony  fhall  be  wanting  on  my 
part  likewife,  of  the  fingular  friendfhip  I  bear 
you.  Tlie  truth  is,  you  have  continually  rifen 
in  my  affcflion  ever  fmce  you  firft  diftinguiflied 
me  with  yours  '.  but  you  are  now  ftill  more 
endeared  to  me  from  tliat  regard  I  entertain 
for  thofe  illuftrious  pcrfons  with  whom  you 
have  formed  a  family-alliance  \  For  Pompey 
and  Brutus,  though  fo  diftant  from  each  other 
in  point  of  age,  have  both  of  them  the  fame 
high  rank  in  my  efteein.  I  muft  add,  that  the 
connection  between  us  as  fellow-members  of  the 
fame  facred  college  ',  efpecially  after  the  ho- 
nourable applaufe  I  have  lately  received  from 

'  This  treatife  was  drawn  up  in  vindication  of  the 
augural  fcience,  or  the  art  of  fore-telling  events,  from 
certain  fi^ns  which  providence  v/as  fuppofed  to  have 
intended  as  intimations  offucurity.  This  fcience  was  ge- 
nerally exploded  by  the  wifer  part  of  their  philofophers, 
as  having  no  foundation  in  reafon  or  experience  :  but 
Appius  was  fo  weakly  credulous,  it  feems,  as  fcrioufly  to 
believe  and  maintain  the  contrary.  S>-e  life  nf  C:c.  v,  iii. 
p.  34S.  8vo.  eJit. 

*  See  the  latter  end  of  remark  3.  on  letter  3.  of  this 
book,  p.  225. 

2  The  college  of  Augurs,  of  which  Cicero  and  Appiu.^^ 
were  members,  (jonfifted  at  this  time  of  fifteen  Fclloius,  {ii 
that  term  may  be  allowed)  who  were  all  of  them  pevlons 
of  the  firft  diftinftion  in  Rome.  Their  Qlfice  was  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  omens,  which  were  always  confuUcd 
previoufly  to  the  tranfafting  of  any  public  buiinefs,  were  fa- 
vourable fof  that  purpofe,  or  obferved  in  a  proper  nianaer. 

T  4  you. 
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A.U.  702.  you  ^y  is  a  very  powerful  cement  of  our  mutual 
friendlhip. 

If  I  fhould  have  an  interview  with  Clodius, 
whom  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  fee  as  foon  as  pof- 
lible,  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  write  to  you  more 
fully.  I  will  at  this  time  therefore  only  farther 
affure  you,  that  I  read  with  great  p.icafure  that 
part  of  your  letter  where  you  tell  me,  your  fing]e 
reafon  for  continuing  in  the  province,  is  in  order 
to  give  me  a  meeting.     Farewel. 

This  gave  them  a  very  confiderable  authority  in  the  com- 
monwealth :  as  it  was  in  their  power  to  obftruft  the  mcft 
important  affairs  of  the  ftate,  by  declaring  that  they  were 
unwarranted  by  the  aufpices.  Cicero,  about  two  years 
before  the  date  of  the  prefent  letter,  was  elefted  into  this 
college,  in  the  place  of  young  CrafTus :  who  perifhed  (as 
has  already  been  obferved)  in  the  unfortunate  expedition 
which  his  father  undertook  againft  the  Parthians. 

*  This  alludes  to  the  treatife  mentioned  above,  which 
Appius  infcribcd  to  Cicero, 


LET 
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LETTER    XXVII. 

To    C  A  I  u  s  M'e  m  m  I  u  s  \ 


I  Am  doubtful  whether  I  have  more  reafon  to  A.u.7 
regret  or  rejoice,  that  I  did  not  find  you,  as  I 

»  The  fair.lly  of  Caius  Memmius,   was  efteemed  one  of 
the  moft  ancient  in  all    Rome;  being  defcended,  it  was 
faid,  from  Mneilheus,  a  companion  of  JEneas  in  his  expe- 
dition into  Italy.     Memmius  having  pafled  thro'  the  offices 
of  tribune  and  praetor,  offered   himfelf  as   a  candidate  for 
the  confulfhip,  in  the  year  of  Rome  699  :  and  the  iniqui- 
tous  engagement  into  which  he  entered  in  order  to  fccure 
his  eleftion,    affords  a  very  remarkable  fpccimen,  not  only 
of  his  own  charadler,   but  of  the  unparalleled  degeneracy  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived.     The  confuls  of  that  year  were 
Domitius  ^nobarbus,    and  Appius  Pulcher,  the  perfon  to 
whom  the  preceding  letter,  and  feveral  others  in  this  book 
are   addreffed.     It   was  ftipulated    between    thefe    worthy 
magillrates,  and   the  two  affociates  who  were  joint-candi- 
dates  to   fucceed  them,    that   they   Ihould    mutually   afiifl 
each  other  in  their  refpeftive  views.     On  the  part  of  the 
confuls  it  was   agreed,  that  they  fliould  promote  the  elec- 
tion of  Memmius  and  his  friend  Calvinus,  with  all   their 
credit  and  power.     Thefe,   in  return,   entered  into  a  bond 
in    the   penalty  of  fomewhat   more  than  3000/.  by  which 
they  obliged  themfelvcs  to  procure  three  Augurs  who  fliould 
atteil,  that   they  were  prefent  in  the  Comitia  when  a  law 
paffed  to  inveil  thefe  confuls  with   the  military  command 
in   their  provinces.     The  contraft  farther  added,  that  they 
would   alfo   produce  three  perfons  of  confular  rank,    who 
fhould  likewife   depofc,  that  they  were  not  only  prefent  in 
the  fenate,  but  adually  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  figned  a 
decree,  by  which  the  ufual  proconfular  appointments  weif-. 
granted  to  Appius  and  yEnobarbus.     The  truth,  howcrer, 
was,  that  fo  far  from  any  law  or  decree   of  this  nature  ever 
having  palfed,  it   had  not  even  been  propoj'ed  either  to  the 
people  or  the  fenate.     En 

Roinanoi  rerum  dominei,  gentemque  togatam  ! 

expeded, 


ca. 
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A.u.  70s.  cxpefledj  in  Athens  *.    On  the  one  hand,  If  that 
meeting  would   have  renewed  my  concern   for 

Extraordinary  as  this  infamous  afTociation  was ;  it  is  ftiJI 
more  furprizing  that  Memmius  ftiould  have  had  the  front 
publicly  to  avow  it,  by  becoming  himfelf  the  informer  of 
the  whole  tranfaftion.  Yet  fo  the  fad  is :  and,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  perfuafions  of  Pompey,  he  laid  open  the 
whole  of  this  fhameful  agreement,  to  the  fenate.  It  is 
difficult  to  imagine  the  motive  that  could  induce  Memmius 
to  make  a  difcovery,  which  muft  fhew  him  to  the  world, 
in  every  view,  fo  completely  abandoned.  But  Pompey,  it 
is  highly  probable,  inftigated  him  to  this  refolution,  with 
the  hope  that  the  rendering  public  fo  unexampled  a^viola- 
tion  of  all  that  ought  to  be  held  moft  facred  in  fociety, 
would  add  ftrength  to  thofe  flames  which  now  raged  in  the 
commonwealth.  For  moft  of  the  hiftorians  agree,  that 
Pompey  fecretly  fomented  the  prefent  tumults,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  republic  to  the  neceffity  of  inverting  him  with 
the  fupreme  authority.  What  refolutions  were  taken  in 
the  fenate  upon  this  occafion,  do  not  clearly  appear  :  for 
thofe  pafTages  in  the  letters  to  Atticus  wherein  their  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  this  affair  feem  to  be  hinted  at,  are 
extremely  dark  ;  and  rendered  llill  more  obfcure  by  the 
negligence  of  the  tranfcribers,  in  blending  epiilles  together 
of  different  and  dillant  dates.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
Memmius  loft  his  election  :  fome  time  after  which,  being 
impeached,  and  fentenced  to  banifhment,  he  retired  to 
Athens  ;  where  he  feems  to  have  fpent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  was  a  man  of  greater  parts  than  application,  and 
would  have  proved  an  excellent  orator,  if  he  had  trufted 
Icfs  to  the  ftrength  of  his  natural  genius  :  or  rather  indeed, 
if  he  had  not  been  too  indolent  to  improve  his  faculties  of 
this  kind,  by  an  habitual  exercife.  He  was  not  too  lazy 
however  to  employ  them  with  the  ladies  :  in  which  he  was 
extremely  fuccefsful  :  particularly  with  the  wife  of  Marcus 
Lucullus,  brother  to  the  celebrated  Lucius  Lucullus,  fo 
well  known  to  every  reader  of  the  Roman  llory.  He 
feems,  in  truth,  to  have  been  one  of  that  fort  of  men,  who, 
in  the  language  of  Shakefpear,  is  formed  to  make  nneman 
falje  :  at  leaft  if  a  poet  may  be  fuppoled  no  flatterer  in  the 
pifture  he  draws  of  his  patron.  For  Luci-etius,  who  in- 
fcribed  his  poem  to  Memmius,  reprcfents  Venus,  in  his 
itnvoi.»;Jon   :o  ihu;  goddei's^  as  h.iving  bcitowed  upon  thia 

the 
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the  inj-aftice  •  which  has  been  done  you  ;  I  fliould  A.u.70- 
have  had  the  fatisfa6lion  on  the  other,  of  beins:  ^^ 
a   witneis   of  your  fupporting  it  with  the  mofl; 
philofophical  magnanimity.     Upon  the  whole, 
however^  I   cannot  but  lament  that  I  did  not 

her  favourite,  every  charm  that  could  render  him  the  jna.1 
graceful  and  accomplished  of  the  Tons  of  men  ; 

^e  fociam  jludeo  fcrihundis  'verf.bus  ejfe^ 
^uos  ego  dc  Rerum  Natura  pangere  conor 
Memmiad<£  nojiro  :    quam  tu,  Dsa,  tempore  in  cmne 
Omnibus  ornatufn  'voluijii  excellere  rebus. 


Thy  aid,  celeflial  Queen  of  beauty,  bring. 
While  nature's  laws  in  vent'rous  verfe  I  fing  ; 
To  Memmius  fing  :  the  man  by  Thee  defign'd. 
With  ev'ry  grace  and  ev'ry  art  refin'd. 
To  finne  the  hill:  and  faireft  of  his  kind. 


\ 


Gifanii  proleg07n.  in  Liicret.  de  gent.  Memmia.  ad  Aft.  iv.  i8. 
Suet,  in  Aug.  40.  Virgil.  JEn,  i.  286.  De  clar.  orat.  70. 
AdAtt.'x.  18.     Lucret.  i.  25. 

^  Cicero  took  Athens  in  his  way  to  Gilicia  :  and  Mem- 
mius left  that  city  the  day  before  his  arrival.  Manuiius 
fuppofes  that  he  withdrew  on  purpcfc  to  avoid  our  author, 
with  whom,  he  imagines,  Memmius  was  difguiled  for  not 
having  given  him  his  afliftance  at  his  trial.  But  this  is 
merely  conjedlure  :  and  has  {o  much  the  lefs  foundation  as 
there  is  not  the  leall  hint  of  this  kind  in  the  letter  to  At- 
ticus  wherein  Cicero  acquaints  him  with  the  circumilauce 
of  his  not  meeting  with  Memmius.     Ad  Alt.  v.  10. 

"'  It  is  by  no  means  certain  upon  what  occaiion  Mem- 
mius was  baniflied.  7'he  principal  commentators  indeccf 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  in  confcquence  of  a  profecu- 
tion  that  was  commenced  againll  him  for  thofe  corrupt 
pradlices  mentioned  in  the  firil  remark  on  this  letter.  But 
it  Teems  to  appear  from  Cicero's  epiltles  to. his  brother, 
either  that  Memmius  and  his  affociates  were  all  acquitted 
of  that  impeachment,  or  that  their  feveral  piofecuiiotis  wej« 
dropped.     Vid.  ad  ^  F.  iii.  2.  3.  8. 

6  fee 
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A.U.703.  fee  you :  for  the  uneafinefs  I  feel  at  yonr  unme- 
rited fufFerings  is  too  great  to  have  admitted  of 
much  encreafe  by  that  interview  ;  and  in  all 
other  refpefts  it  would  have  added  very  confi- 
derably  to  my  pleafure.  It  is  a  pleafure  there- 
fore, in  which  I  fhall  without  fcruple  indulge 
myfelf,  the  firft  ,  convenient  opportunity.  In 
the  mean  time,  fo  much  of  the  purpofe  of  my 
intended  vifit  as  may  be  explained,  and,  I  iliould 
hope,  fettled  too,  in  a  letter,  I  will  now  lay  be- 
fore you.  The  favour  I  am  going  to  requefl, 
tho'  of  little  confequence  to  you,  is  of  much 
importance  to  me  :  however,  ere  I  enter  upon 
the  fubjeub,  let  me  previoufly  alTure  you,  that  I 
do  not  defire  you  to  comply  with  my  inclinati- 
ons any  farther  than  it  fliall  be  agreeable  to  your 
own.  I  muft  inform  you  then  in  the  firft  place, 
that  I  am  moft  intimately  united  with  Patro 
the  Epicurean ;  in  every  article,  I  mean,  ex- 
cept his  philofophy:  for  there,  indeed,  we  are 
at  a  great  diftance,  I  received  the  firft  marks 
of  his  efteem,  fo  Jong  ago  as  when  he  diftin- 
^uiftied  himfelf  at  Rome  by  his  fingular  attach- 
ment to  you  and  your  family  :  and  in  the  caufe 
v/hich  he  lately  gained  in  our  courts,  I  v/as  a 
principal  advocate  both  for  him  and  his  affo- 
ciates.     I   muft  add,  that  he  was  recommended 

to 
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to  me  by  my  very  worthy  friend  "^  Phardrfis :  a  A.u.703 
man  whom,  long  before  I   became    acquainted 
with  Philo  ',  and  indeed  from  my  childhood,  I 
always   highly  valued.     Tlie    firft  quality  that 
recommended  him  to  my  efteem,  was  his  philo  - 
fophical  abilities :  as  I  afterwards  had  realbn  to 
admire  him   for   his   moral   and  focial  virtues. 
Before  I  left   Rome,    I  received  a   letter  from 
Patro   requefting  me,  in  the  firfb  place,   to  in- 
tercede with  you  to  be  reconciled  to  himj  and 
in  the  next,  that  you  would  make  him  a  grant 
of  an  old  ruinous  edifice  which  belongs,  it  feems, 
to  the  college  of  Epicurus  \     I  forbore  writing 
to  you  however  upon  this  fubjedl,  as  being  lin- 
willing  to  interrupt  you  in  the  dcfign,  which  I 
then  tliought  you  entertained,  of  building  upon 
that  fpot.     But  I   now  comply  with  his  folici- 
tation,  as  he  has  aiTured  me,  fmce  my  arrival  in 
Athens,  that  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  your 

9  Phsdrus,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  the  predecellbr  of  Patro 
in  the  Epicurean  college. 

'  Cicero  in  another  part  of  his  writings,  mentions  an 
Academic  philofopher  of  this  name,  whofe  ledures  he  at- 
tended. If  the  fame  perfon  be  meant  in  both  places,  as 
indeed  is  highly  probable,  Mr.  Rofs  is  undoubtedly  riglit 
in  charging  the  learned  Manutius  with  a  mlitake,  in  ima- 
gining Philo  to  have  bec;i  an  Epicurean,  and  predeceflbi 
to  Phxdrus. 

*  Memmius  had  obtained  a  grant  of  this  edifice  from 
the  Athenians,  in  order  to  build  a  houf'e  for  his  own 
»fe. 

friendi. 
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A.u.jot.fnends,  that  you  have  totally  laid  afide  this 
fcheme.  Should  this  prove  to  be  the  real  cafe, 
and  your  particular  intereft  lliould  no  longer  in- 
terfere, let  me  prevail  with  you  to  grant  his  pe- 
tition. And  if  you  fhouid  have  taken  any  little 
prejudice  againfl  my  friend,  by  the  ill  offices  of 
his  countrymen,  (whole  capricious  tempers  I  am 
well  acquainted  with)  I  intreat  you  to  renounce 
your  refentment,  not  only  for  my  fake,  but  in 
compliance  alfo  with  the  fjggeflions  of  your  own 
generous  nature.  Shall  I  freely  own  to  you  my 
real  fentiments  ?  To  confefs  the  truth  then, 
tliere  does  not  appear  any  jufl  reafon  either  for 
his  being  fo  earned  in  preffing  this  affair  of  the 
edifice,  or  for  your  perfifting  in  your  refufal. 
This  at  leafl:  is  moll  evident,  that  it  is  much 
more  fuitable  to  a  man  of  his  charafter  than  of 
yours,  to  be  obflinate  in  trifles.  You  are  well 
appnfed,  I  know,  of  the  plea  which  Patro  al- 
iedges,  to  juftify  his  v/armth  upon  this  occafion. 
I  need  not  mention  therefore,  that  he  urges  the 
honour  and  reverence  which  is  due  to  the  laft 
injunftions  of  Epicurus  '  -,  the  particular  regard 

^  "  Diogenes  Lacrtius  hath  preferved  in  his  life  of  Epi- 
■*  curus,  the  will  of  that  great  philofopher.  In  the  firit 
**  article,  the  fchooJs  and  gardens,  and  every  thing  be- 
*'  longing  to  them,  arc  intailed  upon  his  fucceffors  in  that 
*'  feft  of  philofophy,  which  iljouid  be  called  after  his 
"  ■ame."     Mr.  Rofs. 
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he  owes  to  the  earnefl  roqueft  of  Phiedrus :  to- 
gether with  that  veneration  which  ought  to  be  A.u.  7&t* 
paid  to  a  manfion  imprefTed  with  the  foot-fteps 
of  fo  many  celebrated  philofophers.  One  cannot, 
indeed,  condemn  his  zeal  in  this  inftance,  with- 
out deriding  at  the  fame  time  the  whole  fyftem 
of  his  phiiofophy.     But  neither  you  nor  I  are 
fuch  enemies  to  thofe  of  his  fe61:,   as  not  to  be 
inclined  to  pardon  an  enthufiafm  of  this  fort ; 
efpecially  as  it  is  a  prejudice  (if  it  be  a  pre- 
judice)  that  arifes  from  the  weaknefs,  not  the 
wickednefs,  of  his  heart.     But  I  muft  not  forget 
to  mention  another  inducement,  which  engaged 
me  to  apply  to  you  in  his  favour.     I  will  in- 
troduce it  by  afluring  you,  that  I  look  upon 
Atticus  as  my  brother :  and  indeed  there  is  no 
man  who  has  a  more  confiderable  fhare  of  my 
heart,  or  from  whofe  friendfhip  I  derive  greater 
fatisfadion  ^.     It  is  in  purfuance  of  his   moil 
earnefl  intreaty,  as  well   as  of  Patro's,   that   I 
make  the  prefent  application.     And  tho'  Atticus 
is  by  no  means  of  a  temper  to  be  importunate, 

*  The  friendftiip  which  fubfifted  between  Cicero  and 
Atticus  is  fo  well  known  even  tg  the  moft  common  reader, 
that  it  would  be  impertinent  to  make  it  the  fubjeft  of  a 
note :  as  it  would  be  foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  thefe  re- 
marks, to  enter  into  the  charafter  of  that  celebrated  Ro- 
tnan,  who  is  only  mentioned  incidentally  in  this  place,  and 
bears  no  part  in  the  correfpondence  contained  in  the  pre- 
fent colleftio*. 

nor 
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■^ , .  (\  ■ 
A.u.  702.rior  has  any  ambitious  purpofes  of  his  own  to 

gratify ;  yet  he  has  defired  me,  with  all  the  ar- 
dour imaginable,  to  exert   my   utmoft  intereft 
with  you  in  this  affair.     Not  that  he  is  influ- 
enced by  his  particular  attachment  to  this  fed  ; 
for  he  has   too  much  learning  as  well  as  judg- 
ment, to  be  a  bigot   to   their   unphilofophical 
tenets  :  but  he  is  fwaycd  intirely  by  his  friend- 
fnip  for  Patro,  and  the  efteem  he   entertained 
for  his  predeceffor  in  this  college,  the  worthy 
Ph^drus.     He  is  perfuaded  that   my  influence 
with  you  is  fo  great,  that  the  flightell:  intimation 
from  me  would  prevail  with  you  to  relinquifli 
your  right  to  this  edifice,  even  tho'  you  had  in- 
tended to  make  ufe  of  it  for  your  own  purpofes. 
If  he  fhould  hear  therefore,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  you  have  no  fuch  defign,  I  have  neverthelefs 
proved  unfuccefsful  in  my  application  ;  he  wiJI 
have  aworfe  opinion  of  ;;?y  friendfliip  than  of 
ycursy  and  imagine  I  did  not  fufiiciently  enforce 
his   requeft.     I   intreat  you  then   to  fignify  to 
your  agents   at    Athens,    your   confent    to   the 
repeal  of  the  decree  of  the  Areopagites  ',  which 
has   been  made   in    relation    to  this    llrufture. 
Neverthelefs,  I  will  end  as  I  began,   and  again 

^  5  The  Areopagites  were  magirtrates  who  prefided  in  the' 
Aipreme  council  and  court  of  judicature  at  Athens,  called 
the  Areopiigii^. 

aflure 
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afllire  you,  that  although  nothing  will  be  more  A.u. 701. 
acceptable  to  me,  than  your  compliance  in  the 
prefent  inllance ;  yet  I  prefs  it  no  farther  than 
as  it  may  co-incide  with  your  own  inclinations. 
Farewel. 

LETTER    XXVllI. 
To    Marcus    Coelius''. 

COULD  you  ferioufly  then  imagine,  my 
friend,  that  I  commiffioned  you  to  fend 
me  the  idle  news  of  the  town  ;  matches  of  s-la- 
diators,  adjournments  of  caufes,  robberies,  and 
the  reft  of  thofeuninterefting  occurrences,  which 
no  one  ventures  to  mention  to  me,  even  when  I 
am  in  the  midft  of  them  at  Rome  ?  Far  other 
are  the  accounts  which  I  expefl  from  your 
hand :  as  I  know  not  any  man  whofe  judg- 
ment in  politics  I  have  more  reafon  to  v^alue- 
I  fhould  efieem  it  a  mifemployment  of  your 
talents,  even  were  you  to  tranfmit  to  me  thofe 
more  important  tranfa6lions  that  daily  arife  in 
the  republic  ;  unlefs  they  fhould  happen  to 
relate  immediately  to  myfelf.  There  are  other 
lefs  penetrating  politicians,  who  will  fend  me 
intelligence  of  this   fort :    and  I  Ihall  be  abun- 

*  This  letter,  as  well  as  the  preceding  one,  was  written 
from  Athens  :  and  is  an  anlwer  to  the  25th  of  this  book, 
p.  272. 

Vol.  L  U  «lan:ly 
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A.u.  7ca.  dandy  fupplied  with  it  likewife  by  common 
fame.  In  fhort,  it  is  not  an  account  either  of 
what  has  lately  been  tranfafted,  or  is  in  prefent 
agitation,  that  I  require  in  your  letters :  I 
expeft,  as  from  one  whofe  difcernment  is 
capable  of  looking  far  into  futurity,  your  opi- 
nion of  what  is  likely  to  happen.  Thus,  by 
feeing  a  plan,  as  it  were,  of  the  republic,  I 
ihall  be  enabled  to  judge  what  kind  of  flrudurc 
will  probably  arife.  Hitherto,  however,  I  have 
no  reafon  to  charge  you  with  having  been  neg- 
ligent in  communicating  to  me  your  prophetic 
conjeftures.  For  the  events  which  have  lately 
happened  in  the  commonwealth,  were  much  be- 
yond any  man's  penetration  :  I  am  fure  at  leaft 
they  were  beyond  mine. 

I  pafTed  feveral  days  with  Pompey  '  in  con- 
verfation  upon  public  affairs  :  but  it  is  neither 
prudent,  nor  poffible,  to  give  you  the  parti- 
culars in  a  letter.  In  general,  however,  I  will 
aflure  you,  that  he  is  animated  with  the  moffc 
patriot  fentiments  ^^  and  is  prudently  prepared, 

'  See  rem.  8.  p.  275.  of  this  vol. 

*  Cicero  fo  often  changed  his  opinion,  or  at  leafl  hig 
language  in  regard  to  Pompey,  that  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine what  his  true  fentiments  of  him  were.  It  is  pro- 
bable, however,  that  he  here  fpeaks  the  diflates  of  his  real 
thoughts,  not  only  as  he  gives  the  fame  account  to  Atticus, 
but  becaufe  Pompey  received  him  with  particular  civility: 
a  circumftance  which  feems  at  all  times  to  have  had  a 
very  coafiderable  influence  upon  Cicero's  judgment,  con- 

2  as 
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as  well  as  refolutely  determined,  to  a6l  as  the  A.u.702. 
intereft  of  the  republic  fhall  require.  I  would 
advife  you  therefore  wholly  to  attach  yourfelf 
to  him  :  and  believe  me,  he  will  rejoice  to  em- 
brace you  as  his  friend.  He  now  indeed  en- 
tertains the  fame  opinion  both  with  you  and 
myfelf,  of  the  good  and  ill  intentions  of  the 
different  parties  in  the  republic. 

I  have  fpent  thcfe  laft  ten  days  at  Athens : 
from  whence  I  am  this  moment  fetting  our. 
During  my  continuance  in  this  city,  I  have  fre- 
quently enjoyed  the  company  of  our  friend 
Gallus  Caninius  ^. 

I  recommend  all  my  affairs  to  your  care  and 
proteftion,  but  particularly  (what  indeed  is  my 
principal  concern)  that  my  refidence  in  the  pro- 
vince  may   not   be   prolonged  '.      I    will   not 

cerning  the  charafters  and  dcfigns  of  men.     Fid.  Ad  Att.  v. 

'  It  appears  by  the  5th  letter  of  the  preceding  book, 
that  when  Pompey  was  exhibiting  his  entertainments  at 
the  opening  of  his  celebrated  theatre;  Cicero  was  engaged 
in  the  defence  of  one  Gallus  Caninius.  iVIanutius  con- 
jedlures  that  this  is  the  fame  perfon,  who  in  confequencc! 
of  that  impeachment,  was  now,  he  fuppofes,  an  exile  at 
Athens. 

*  The  fucceffion  to  the  feveral  provinces,  was  ufvially 
annual.  As  Cicero  entered  upon  his  government  much 
againft  bis  inclinations,  he  was  extremely  uneafy  left  by 
any  accidental  circomllanccs  of  the  republic,  he  Ihould  be 
continued  in  it  beyond  the  expiration  of  his  year.  The 
province  was  a  fcene  by  no  means  fuitable  to  his  temper  or 
talents:  and  he  was  impatient  to  return  to  the  Foium,  and 
the  fcnate,  where  he  imagined  he  could  ftiine  with  a  much 

U   2  pre- 
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A.u.  7»2.prefcnbe  the  methods  you  fhould  employ  for 
that  purpofe :  as  you  are  the  moft  competent 
judge  by  what  micans,  and  by  whole  interven- 
tion, it  may  be  beft  effeded.     FareweL 

July  the  6th. 

LETTER    XXIX. 
Marcus    Coelius  *   to  Cicero. 

YE  S,    my   friend  ;    Meffalla  '  is  mofl  cer- 
tainly acquitted  :  and  acquitted  too,  not 
only  by  a  majority  in  the  feveral  orders  *  which 


more  advantageous  luftre.  His  con duft  however  was  in  no- 
part  of  his  life  fo  unqueftionably  laudable,  as  in  his  admi- 
niftration  of  Cilicia :  as  will  appear,  perhaps,  from  the  re- 
marks on  the  following  book.     Ad  Att.  v.  lo.  15.. 

^  It  feems  probable  from  one  of  the  epiftles  to  Atticus, 
that  Cicero  received  this  letter  at  Gyarus,  a  little  ifland  in 
the  ^gacan  fea  :  at  which  he  touched  in  his  voyage  to 
Cilicia.     Ad  Att.  v.  12. 

*  Marcus  Valerius  Meflalla,  was  conful  in  the  year  of 
Rome  700,  The  corrupt  meafures  which  he,  as  well  as 
the  relt  of  thofe  who  were  joint-candidates  with  him, 
purlued,  in  order  to  fecure  their  election,  were  fo  extra- 
vagantly profufe,  as  to  occafion  the  interell  of  money  to 
advance  to  double  the  ufual  rate.  It  was  for  thofe  illegal 
praftices,  that  he  was  this  year  brought  upon  his  trial.  Ad 
Att.  iv.  15. 

♦  The  bench  of  judges,  by  a  late  regulation  of  Pompey, 
was  compofed  of  fenators,  knights,  and  certain  officers 
always  chofen  from  among  the  Plebeians,  called  Tribtaii 
aranl,  who  in  modern  language  might  perhaps  be  ililed, 
auditors  of  the  treafury.  Thefe  judges  (fomevvhat  in  the 
nature  of  our  juries)  v\crc  divided  into  three  clafles,  agree- 

compofc 
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compofe  the  bench  of  judges,  but  by  every  in- a. u.  702 
dividual   member  of  each   refpeclive   clafs.     I 
give  you  this  as   a  fa6t  within  my  own  know- 
ledge :  for  I  was  prefent  when  their  verdidl  was 
delivered.      You   muil  not   imagine,   however, 
that  the  world  is  convinced  of  his  innocence  : 
on  the  contrary,  never  was  there  an  event  more 
unexpecfled,  or  which  raifed  fo  univerfal  an  in- 
dignation.    For  my  own   part,  even   with    all 
my  prejudices  in  his  favour,  I  was  under  the  ut- 
moft  allonifhment  when  I  heard  him  pronoun- 
ced not  guilty  :  and. indeed  it  was  a  circumllance 
I  fo  little  expelled,  that  I  was  aftually  prepar- 
ing to  condole  with  him  on  the  reverfe.     Wliat 
muft  have  been  the  furprife  then,  of  others  lefs 
biafTed   in   his   behalf!  The  v/hole  aflembly,  in 
truth,  warmly    exclaimed    againft   the  judges  : 
and  very  ftrongly  intimated,  that  they  looked 
upon  them   as   guilty  of  the  mod  infuffcrable 
corruption.     My  friend,  in  the   mean   time,    is 
in  much  greater  danger  than  he  was  before  :  as 
he  will  now  moft  afiurcdly   be  indi(5led  on  the 
Licinian  law  ^     I  muft  not  forget  to  add,  that 

ably   to  their  refpedlive  orders,  and  gave  their  verdiiEl  by 
Ballots. 

*  The  author  of  this  law  was  M.  Licinius  CrafTus,  when 
he  was  conful  with  Poinpey  an.  urb.  698.  It  was  called 
de  Sodalitiis :  by  which  feems  to  have  been  underflood  an 
unlawful  making  of  parties  at  elections.  Set  Ken,  R.  Anti^^ 
p.   177. 

U   2.  ^^^® 
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the  day  after  his  trial,  his  advocate  Hortenfius  ^ 
appeared  in  Curio's  theatre  ''  :  with  a  view,  I 
fuppofe,  of  receiving  the  general  congratula- 
tions.    But  he  no  fooner  entered  than  lo  ! 

The  hifs  contemptuous^  and  indignant  roar. 
With  thunder  harp  the  rendijig  concave  tore. 

This  circumllance  is  fo  much  the  more  obferv- 
able,  as  Hortenfius  has  paffed  on  to  a  good 
old-age,  without  ever  having  before  been  thus 
infulted.  But  it  broke  out  upon  him  with  fo 
much  violence  in  the  prefent  inftancc,  that  it 
might  well  fuffice  for  a  whole  life :  as  I  am 
perfuaded  indeed,  it  occafioned  him  heartily  to 
repent  of  the  vi6lory  he  had  obtained. 

I  have  no  political  news  to  fend  you,  Mar- 
cellus  has  dropped  the  defign  ^,  upon  which  he 
was  lately  fo  intent ;  but  not  fo  much  from  in- 
dolence, I   believe,   as   prudence.     It  is  wholly 

*  Hortenfius  was  uncle  to  Meffalla  ;  and  the  only  orator 
of  this  age  whofe  eloquence  Hood  in  any  degree  of  compe- 
tition vv-ith  Cicero's.     See  vol.  ii.  p.  45.  rem.  5. 

^  This  theatre  was  eredled  by  Curio  on  occafion  of 
thofe  games  which  he  exhibited  in  honour  of  his  father's 
memory.     See  rem.  6.  p.  236.  of  this  vol. 

*  Ccelius  in  this  inftance  was  not  fo  happy  in  his  con* 
jedlures,  as  Cicero  reprefents  him  in  the  foregoing  letter. 
For  Marcellus  had  not  dropped  the  defign,  to  which  Cce- 
lius here  alludes  :  as  appears,  not  only  from  the  authority 
cited  in  rem.  7.  p.  275.  of  this  vol.  but  alfo  from  one  of 
his  own  fubfecjuent  epiilks.  See  the  7th  letter  of  the  fol- 
lowing book,  p,  ^^^. 

uncertain 


Book  III.       of    CICERO.  29- 

uncertain  who  will  be  our  fucceeding  confuls.  a.u.  702, 
As  to  my  own  puifuits ;  there  are  two  competi- 
tors with  me  for  the  iEdilefhip  :  the  one  really 
is,  and  the  other  would  fain  be  thoijo-jit,  a 
man  of  quality.  In  Hiort,  Marcus  Oflavius  ' 
and  Caius  Hirrus  '  are  candidates  with  me  for 
that  office  %     I   mention  this,  as  I  know  your 

*  No  particular  account  can  be  given  of  the  perfon  here 
mentioned.  It  is  certain  however,  he  was  not  the  fame 
Oftavius,  who  was  father  of  Auguftus  Caefar.  For  it  ap- 
pears by  the  epiftles  to  Atticus  that  the  latter  was  governor 
of  Macedonia  long  before  the  time  when  this  letter  was 
written:  and  con{equencly  could  not  now  be  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  ^dile. 

'  Hirrus  was  a  warm  partizan  of  Pompey :  but  if  Ci- 
cero, who  was  his  declared   enemy,  may   be  credited,  he 
was  of  a  character  more  likely  to  prejudice  than  advance 
any  caufe  he  fhould  efpoufe.     For  he  reprefents  him  as  an 
empty,  conceited  coxcomb,  who  had  the  mortification    to 
ftand   unrivaled  in  the   good  opinion  he  entertained  of  his 
own  merit  and  importance.     O  Dii  /   (fays  he,   fpeaking  of 
Hirrus  in  a  letter  to  his  brother)  O  Dii  /  quam  ineptus  ;  quaja 
J'e  ipfe  amans  Jine  rival: .'  Yet  a  time  came  when  Cicero  did 
not  fcruple  to  court  the  friendfhip  of  this  man,    whom  he  io 
much  affeded  to  defpife  :  and  when  he  was  making  interell 
to  obtain  the  honour  of  a  triumph  for  his  exploits  in  Cilicia, 
we  find   him   applying    to   Atticus  for    his  good  offices,  in 
order  to  clofe  the  breach  between  Hirrus  and  himfelf.     Ci- 
cero feems  indeed   upon  many  occafions  to  have  recolleded 
too   late,  that  in  popular  governments,   a  man  who  is  not 
fuperior  to   the  ambition   and  interefts  of  the  world,  can 
fcarcely  make  a  contemptible  enemy.    Ad Q^  F.  iii.  8.    Ad 
Att,  vii.  I. 

*  The  ^diles  were  of  two  kinds,  plebeian  and  curule : 
and  it  was  the  latter  office  that  Ccelius  was  at  this  time 
foliciting.  They  had  the  care  of  the  Temples,  Theatres, 
and  other  public  ibudures  :  they  were  the  judges  likewife 
in  all  caufes  relative  to  the  felling  or  exchanging  eftates. 
Rofin,  Antiq, 

U  4  con- 
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A.u. 702.  contempt  for  the  latter  will  raife  your  impa- 
tience to  be  informed  of  the  event  of  this  elec- 
tion. I  intreat  you,  as  foon  as  you  lliall  hear 
that  I  am  chofen,  to  give  proper  diredlions 
about  the  Panthers  '  :  and  in  the  mean  time, 
that  you  would  endeavour  to  procure  the  fum 
of  money  which  is  due  to  me  on  the  bond  of 
Sittius. 

I  fent  my  firft  colleftion  of  domeftic  news 
by  Lucius  Caftrinius  Pectus :  and  I  have  given 
the  fubfequent  part  to  the  bearer  of  this  letter, 
Farewel. 

*  It  was  cuftomary  for  the  ^diles  to  entertain  the  people 
with  public  fhews  twice  during  their  office.  The  principal 
part  of  thefe  entertainments  confifted  in  combats  of  wild 
Beafts  of  the  mofl  uncommon  kinds.     Manut. 


LET^ 


Book  III.       of     C  I  C  E  R  O,  207 

LETTER    XXX, 

From  the  Same. 

OWN  the  truth,  my  friend:  have  I  notA.u.jci. 
verified  what  I  could  not  perfuade  you  to 
believe  when  you  left  Rome,  and  written  to  you 
as  frequently  as  I  promifed  ?  I  am  fure  at  leall, 
if  all  my  letters  have  reached  your  hands,  you 
muft  acknowledge  that  I  have  been  a  more 
pundual  correfpondent  than  yourfelf  I  am  the 
more  regular  in  my  commerce  of  this  kind,  as 
it  is  the  only  method  I  have  of  amufing  thofe 
few  vacant  hours  I  can  Ileal  from  bufincfs,  and 
which  I  ufed  to  take  fo  much  pleafure  in  pafTing 
with  you.  I  greatly,  indeed,  lament  your  ab- 
fence,  and  look  upon  it,  not  only  as  having  re- 
duced me,  but  all  Rome  in  general,  to  a  flate 
of  total  folitude.  When  you  were  within  my 
reach,  I  was  carelefs  enough  to  let  whole  days 
flip  by  me  without  feeing  you  :  but  now  you  ^ 
are  abfent,  I  am  every  moment  regretting  the 
lofs  of  your  company.  Thanks  to  my  noble 
competitor  Hirrus,  for  giving  me  an  additional 
reafon  thus  frequently  to  wifh  for  you.  It 
would  afford  you  high  diverfion,  in  truth,  to 
obfervc  with  what  a  ridiculous  aukwardnefs  this 

formi- 
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A.U.702.  formidable  rival  of  yours  ^,  endeavours  to  con- 
ceal his  mortification,  in  finding  that  my  in- 
tereft  in  the  approaching  eledion  ^  is  much 
ftronger  than  his  own.  Believe  me,  however, 
it  is  more  for  your  gratification  than  mine,  that 
I  am  defirous  you  may  foon  receive  fuch  an  ac- 
count of  his  fuccefs  in  this  purfuit,  as  I  know 
you  wilh.  For  as  to  myfelf,  his  difappointnient 
may  pofTibly  prove  a  means  of  my  beino-  chofen 
in  conjun6tion  with  a  collegue,  whofe  fuperior 
finances  will  draw  me,  I  fear,  into  much  incon- 
venient expence.  But  however  that  may  be,  I 
ihall  rejoice  if  Hirrus  fhould  be  thrown  out :  as 
it  will  fupp]y  us  with  an  inexhauftible  fund 
of  mirth.  And  this  appears  likely  enough 
to  prove  the  cafe:  for  the  difguft  which  the 
people  have  conceived  againft  the  other  candi- 
date Marcus  Odlavius,  does  not  feem  to  have 
any  great  efFed  in  lefiening  their  niany  objeftions 
to  Hirrus. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  behaviour  of  Philo- 
timus,  in  relation  to  Milo's  ellate  ^ ;  I  have  en- 

4  Hirrus  flood  in  competition  with  Cicero  for  the  ciEce 
©f  Augur,  when  the  latter  was  chofen. 

'  See  the  preceding  letter. 

*  Milo  having  been  fentenced  to  banishment ;  (See  rem. 
1.  p.  257.  of  this  vol.)  his  eftate  was  fold  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  creditors.  Philotimus,  a  freed-man  of  Cicero, 
bought  this  eftate  in  partnerlhip  with  fome  others,  at  an 
uadcr.va)iie.     It  was  thought  ftrarge,  that  Cicero  Ihould 

deavoureii 
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deavoured  that  he  fhall  a6l  in  fuch  a  manner  as  a.u.  70*. 
to  give  full  fatisfaftion  to  Milo  and  his  friends, 
and  at  the  fame  time  clear  your  charadber  from 
all  imputation. 

And  now  I  have  a  favour  to  beg  in  my  turn : 
let  me  intreat  you,  when  your  leifure  lliall  per- 
mit (as  I  hope  it  foon  will)  to  give  me  an  inftance 
of  your  regard,  by  infcribing  to  me  fome  of  your 
literary  performances.  You  will  wonder,  per- 
haps, at  the  oddnefs  of  this  requefl :  but  I  am 
very  defirous,  I  confefs,  that  pofterity  lliouid 
fee,  among  the  many  ingenious  monuments  you 
have  erected  to  friendfhip,  fom.e  memorial  like- 
wife  of  the  amity '  which  fubfifted  between  us. 
You  who  pofTefs  the  whole  circle  of  fcience,  will 
bell  judge  what  would  be  the  mofl  proper  fub- 
jedt  for  this  purpofe  :  but  I  ihould  be  glad  it 

fufFer  Philotimus,  who  afted  as  a  fort  of  a  fteward  in  his 
family,  to  engage  in  a  purchafe  of  this  kind,  which  was 
always  looked  upon  as  odious,  and  was  particularly  fo  in 
the  prefcnt  cafe  :  for  Cicero  had  received  great  obligations 
from  Milo.  Accordingly  the  latter  complained  of  it  in  the 
letters  he  wrote  to  his  friends  at  Rome.  This  alarmed 
Cicero  for  his  reputation  :  and  he  feems  to  have  written  to 
Ccelius,  as  he  did  to  feveral  others  of  his  correfpondents, 
to  accommodate  this  affair  in  the  way  that  would  be  moft 
to  his  honour.  It  was  not  eafy  however  entirely  to  vindi- 
cate him  upon  this  article  :  for  tho'  he  pleaded  in  his  julli- 
fication  an  intent  of  ferving  Milo  ;  yet  it  appears  very 
evidently  from  his  letters  to  Atticus  upon  this  fubjeft,  that 
he  {hared  with  Philotimus  in  the  advantages  of  the  pur- 
chafe. J/con.  in  orat.  pro  Milon.  Ad  Att.  v.  8.  vi.  4.  5. 
^fe  alfo  Mong,  rem.  fur  hs  Ut>  ^  Att,  1A1L  iii.  p.  48. 

might 
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i\.u.  7CJ.  might  be  of  a  kind  that  will  take  in  the  greatefl 
number  of  readers,  and  at  the  fame  time  bear  a 
proper  relation  to  my  own  (tudies  and  charadler, 
Farewel. 


LETTER    XXXL 

To  Appius  Pulcher. 

I  Arrived  at  Tralles  ''  on   the   27th   of  July, 
where  I  found  Lucilius  waiting  for  me  with 
your   letter,  which  he  delivered    together  with 
your  meflage.     You  could  not  have  employed 
upon  this  occafion  a  more  friendly  hand,  or  one 
who   is  better  qualified  to  give  me  light  into 
thofe  affairs,  concerning  which  I  was  fo  defirous 
of  being  informed.     Accordingly  I  liftened  to 
his  accounts   with   great    attention :    as  I  read 
your  letter  with  much  pleafure.     I  will  not  re- 
mind you  of  the  numerous  good  offices  which 
have  paffed  between  us :  fince  that  part  of  my 
laft,    you  tell  me,  tho'  extremely  agreeable  to 
you,    was    by   no    means   neceflary.     I   entirely 
agree  wjth   you  indeed,  that  a   well-confirmed 
friendlhip,  needs  not  to  be  animated  with  any 
memorials  of  this  nature.     You  muft  allow  me, 
however,  to  return  thofe  acknowledgments  I  fo 

'  A  city  in  Afia  Minor. 

ju% 
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jiiftly  owe  you,  for  the  obliging  precautions  A.u.  702, 
which  I  find  by  your  letter  you  have  taken,  in  ^ 
order  to  eafe  me  in  the  future  funftions  of  my 
government.  Highly  acceptable  to  me  as  thefe 
your  generous  fervices  are,  can  I  fail  of  being, 
defirous  to  convince  both  you  and  the  world, 
tliat  I  am  moil  warmly  your  friend  ?  If  there 
be  any,  who  pretend  to  doubt  of  this  truth,  it 
is  rather  becaufe  they  wifh  it  otherwifc,  than 
becaufe  it  is  not  fufHciently  evident.  If  they 
do  not  yet  perceive  it  however,  they  certainly 
fliall ;  as  we  are  neither  of  us  fo  obfcure  that 
our  actions  can  pafs  unregarded :  and  the  proofs 
I  purpofe  to  give,  will  be  too  confpicuous  not 
to  force  themfelves  upon  their  obfervation.  But 
I  will  not  indulge  myfelf  any  farther  on  this 
fubjed  i  chufing  to  refer  you  to  my  a6tions 
rather  than  my  profelTions. 

As  I  find  the  route  I  propofed  to  take,  has 
raifed  fome  doubt  in  you,  whether  you  fliall  be 
able  to  give  me  a  meeting  j  I  think  it  neceffary 
to  explain  that  matter.  In  the  converfation 
which  I  had  with  your  freed-man  Phanias  at 
Brundifium,  I  told  him  I  would  land  in  any 
part  of  the  province  that  fhould  be  mofl  con- 
venient to  you.  Accordingly  he  mentioned 
Sida  ;  as  being  the  port,  he  faid,-  where  you 
intended   to    em.bark.      It    was   my   refolution 

therefore 
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A.u. 702. therefore  to  have  failed  thither:  but  meeting 
afterwards  with  our  friend  Clodius  at  Corcyra  % 
he  difTuaded  me  from  that  defign ;  affuring  me 
that  you  would  be  at  Laodicea  on  my  arrival. 
I  fhould  have  preferred  the  former  as  being 
much  the  neareft  port,  and  indeed  the  moft 
agreeable  to  me :  efpeclally  as  I  imagined  it 
would  be  fo  to  you.  But  yoil  have  fmce,  it 
feems,  altered  your  plan  :  and  therefore  you 
now  can  beft  fettle  the  meafures  for  our  inter- 
view. As  for  myfelf,  I  propofe  to  be  at  Lao- 
dicea '  about  the  firll  of  Auguft :  where  I  fhall 
continue  a  few  days  in  order  to  get  my  bills  ex- 
changed. From  thence  I  intend  to  go  to  the 
army ;  fo  that  I  hope  to  reach  Iconium  '  towards 
the  13th  of  the  fame  month.  But  if  any  acci- 
dent Ihould  prevent  or  retard  thefe  defigns,  (as 
indeed  I  am  at  prefent  far  diftant  both  from  the 
places  and  the  purpofes  of  my  deftination)  I  will 
take  cafe  to  give  you  as  frequent  and  as  expedi- 
tious notice  as  pofllble  of  the  feveral  times  and 
ftages  of  my  journey.  I  neither  ought,  nor  in 
truth,  defire,  to  lay  you  under  any  difficulties : 

•  An  ifland  in  the  Ionian  fea,  at  which  Cicero  touched 
in  his  voyage  to  Cilicia.  It  is  now  called,  Cor/bu,  and 
belongs  to  the  republic  of  Venice. 

^  A  city  in  Phrygia,  fituated  on  the  river  Lycus. 

*  A  principal  city  in  the  province  of  Cilicia.  It  ftill 
fubfifts  under  the  name  of  Co^w  j  and  belongs  to  the  Tur- 
kiih  dominions, 

howeverj 
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however,  if  it  might  be  effeded  without  incon-  A.u.702. 
venience  to  yourfelf,  it  Teems  greatly  for  our 
mutual  intereft  that  we  Ihould  have  a  conference 
before  you  leave  the  province.  ^Neverthelefs,  if 
any  difappointment  Ihould  obftru(5l  our  inter-' 
view,  you  may  ftill  rely  upon  my  beft  fervices ; 
and  with  the  fame  fecurity  as  if  we  had  met. 
In  the  mean  while,  I  fhall  forbear  to  enter  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  our  affairs  by  letter,  till  I  defpair 
of  talking  them  over  with  you  in  perfon. 

I  fpent  the  three  days  I  continued  at  Ephe- 
fus  %  with  Scasvola  ^  But  though  we  entered 
very  freely  into  converfation,  he  did  not  men- 
tion the  leaft  word  of  your  having  defired  him 
to  take  upon  himfelf  the  government  of  the 
province,  during  the  interval  between  your 
leaving  it  and  my  arrival.  I  wifh,  however,  it 
had  been  in  his  power  (for  I  cannot  perfuade 
myfelf  it  was  not  in  his  inclination)  to  have 
complied  with  your  requefl,     Farewel. 

*  A  very  celebrated  city  in  Ionia,  fituated  not  far  from 
Smyrna. 

J  He  was  probably  cither  qusllor,  or  lieutenant,  to 
Appius, 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXXII. 

Marcus  Coelius  to  Cicero. 

A.u.yoi.  TTOU  are  certainly  to  be  envied,  who  have 
X  every  day  fome  new  wonder  to  enjoy :  as 
your  admiration  receives  conftant  fupplies  in  the 
accounts  of  thofe  ftrange  events  that  happen 
amono-ft  us.  Thus,  with  what  aftonilhment  will 
you  hear  that  Meflalla  "^j  after  having  been  ac- 
quitted of  his  firil  impeachment,  was  condemned 
on  a  fecond  j  that  Marcellus  *  is  chofen  conful ; 
that  Calidius  '    after  having  loft  his  eleftion, 

4  He  was  coufin  to  the  prefent  conful  Marcus  Marcellus. 
The  reader  will  find  an  account  of  him  in  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  thefe  remarks. 

'  In  the  text  he  is  called  Marcus  Claudius :  but  Manu- 
tius  and  Corradus  both  agree  in  the  reading  here  adopted  ; 
which  is  likewife  confirmed  by  Pighius,  He  was  compe- 
titor for  the  confulate  with  Marcellus,  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  note.  The  wonder  therefore  in  thefe  two  in- 
llances,  was,  (as  Mr,  Rofs  obferves)  that  Marcellus  fhould 
be  chofen  conful  who  was  an  avowed  enemy  to  Casfar ; 
while  Calidius,  though  fupported  by  the  Ca;farian  party, 
loft  his  eledion. 

*  Calidius  was  one  of  the  mod  agreeable  orators  of  his 
age :  as  Cicero,  who  has  drawn  his  charadler  at  large, 
informs  us.  His  fentiments  were  conceived  with  uncom- 
mon delicacy :  as  they  were  delivered  in  the  moll  correft, 
pcrfpicuous  and  elegant  exprefllon.  His  words  were  fo 
happily  combined  together,  and  accorded  with  each  other 
in  fuch  a  wcU-adjufted  arrangement,   that  Cicero,    by  a 


was 
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\ras  immediately  impeached  by  the  two  Galli ;  A.U.702. 
and  that  Dolabella  ''  is  appointed  one  of  the  ^  ^ 
Quindecimvirs '  !  In  one  article  hov/ever,  you 
are  a  lofer  by  your  abfence;  as  it  deprived  yoil 
of  a  moft  diverting  fpeciracle  in  the  rueful  coun- 
tenance which  Lentulus  ^  exhibited,  when  he 
found  himfeif  difappointed  of  his  eleclion.  It 
v/-as  an  event  for  which  he  was  fo  little  prepared, 
that  he  entered  the  field  in  all  the  gay  confidence 
of  vi6bory :  whilft  his  competitor  Dolabella,  on 
the  contrary,  was  fo  diffident  of  fuccefs,  that  if 

very  ftron^  image,  compares  his  ftile  to  a  piece  of  beau- 
tiful in-laid- work.  His  metaphors  were  fo  juftly  imagined, 
and  fo  properly  introduced,  that  they  rather  feemed  to  arife 
fpontaneoufly  out  of  his  fubjed,  than  to  have  been  tranf- 
planted  from  a  foreign  foil.  His  periods  at  the  fame  time, 
were  exquifitely  m.ufical.  They  did  not  however  lull  the 
ear  with  one  uniform  cadence  ;  but  were  artfully  diver- 
fiiied  with  all  the  various  modulations  of  the  rtiofl:  (kilful 
harmony.  In  fliort,  if  to  inllru£t  and  to  pleafe  had  been 
the  fingle  excellencies  of  an  orator;  Calidius  would  have 
merited  the  firft  farik  in  the  Roman  Forum.  But  he  forgot, 
that  the  principal  bufinefs  of  his  profeffion  was  to  animate, 
dnd  to  inflame.  Cic.  de  clar.  oral.  274. 
<  ''  A  particular  account  will  be  given  of  him  in  the  notes 
on  the  following  book. 

^  They  were  the  prefiding  magiftrates  at  the  Apollina- 
tian  and  fecular  games,  and  entrufted  likewife  with  the  care 
of  the  Sibylline  oracles.     See  Mr.  Rofs  on  this  epilUe. 

5  There  is  fome  variation  among  the  Mfs.  in  the  read- 
ing of  this  name.  The  belt  commentators  however  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  perfon  is  the  fame  who  was  advanced  to  the 
confulHiip  two  years  after  the  date  of  this  letter  :  that  i>, 
in  the  year  of  Rome  704.  It  appears  he  was  a  competitor 
>vith  Dolabella  for  the  office  of  Qoindecimvir. 

Vol.  I.  X  our 
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A.U.701.  our  friends  of  the  Equeftrian  order  had  not  been 
too  wife  to  have  fufFered  him,  he  would  have 
tamely  retreated  without  the  leaft  conteft.  But 
as  much  difpofed  as  you  may  be  to  wonder  at 
our  tranfaftions,  you  will  not  be  furprifed,  I 
dare  fay,  when  I  inform  you  that  Servius,  the 
Tribune  ele6l,  has  been  tried  and  convi(fled ; 
and  that  Curio  *°  is  a  candidate  to  fucceed  him. 
This  laft  cireumftance  greatly  alarms  thofe  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  real  good  qualities  of 
Curio's  heart.  I  hope,  and  indeed  believe,  he 
will  a6l  agreeably  to  his  profefTions,  and  join 
with  the  fenate  in  fupporting  the  friends  of  the 
republic.  I  am  fure  at  leaft,  he  is  full  of  thefe 
defigns  at  prefent :  in  which  C^far's  conduct 
has  been  the  principal  occafion  of  engaging  him. 
For  C^efar,  tho'  he  fpares  no  pains  or  cxpence 
to  gain  over  even  the  loweft  of  the  people  to  his 
intereft  ^',  has  thought  fit  to  treat  Curio  with 
fingular  contempt.  The  latter  has  behaved  with 
fo  much  temper  upon   this  occafion,  that  he, 

*°  See  rem.  i.  p.  217.  of  this  vol, 

^'  The  account  which  Dion  Caffius  gives  of  Coefar,  ex-- 
aftly  correfponds  with  what  Ccelius  here  aflerts.  For  it 
appears  from  this  hlllorian,  that  Cjefar,  when  he  could  not 
by  direft  means  fecure  the  mafter  in  his  interell,  infmuated 
himfelf  by  proper  applications  into  the  good  graces  of  the 
favourite  flave  :  and  by  condefcenfions  of  this  political  kind, 
he  gained  over  many  perfons  of  principal  rank  in  Rome. 
Dio.  xl.  p.  149. 

who 
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who  never  afted  with  arclfice  in  all  his  life '%  is  A.u.joz, 
j'ufpefted  to  have  dilTembled  his  refentment  in 
fordcr  the  more  effe6lually  to  defeat  the  fchemes 
of  thofc  v/ho  cppofe  his  election :  I  mean  the 
Laslii  and  the  Antoniij  together  with  the  rell  of 
'  that  \vonderful  party. 

I  have  been  fo  much  Cilgaged  by  the  difficul- 
ties v/hich  have  retarded  the  feveral  eleftions, 
tliat  I  could  not  find  kifure  to  write  to  you 
iboner  :  and  indeed  as  I  eveiy  day  expeded  they 
would  be  determined,  I  waited  their  conclufion, 
that  I  might  give  you  at  once  an  account  of  the 
whole.  But  it  is  now  the  firfl  of  Augufl,  and 
they  are  not  yet  over  3  the  elections  of  pr^Etors 
having  met  with  fome  unexpecled  delays.  As  to 
that  in  which  1  am  a  candidate,  I, can  give  yoU 
no  account  which  way  it  is  likely  to  be  decided  : 
only  it  h  generally  thought  that  Hirrus  will 
not  be  chofen;  This  is  collected  from  the  fate 
that  has  attended  VinicianuSj  who  was  a  candi- 

"  If  Curio  did  not  ad  with  artifice  ih  the  prefent  in- 
ftance  :  (of  which  however  there  is  great  reafon  to  doubt) 
it  is  certain  at  leafl,  that  he  was  far  from  being  fo  incap- 
able of  afiaming  that  character,  as  Coelius  here  reprefents 
Kim.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  by  the  concurrent  telli- 
mony  of  the  antient  hiftorians,  that  he  fecretly  favoured 
the  caVife  of  Ca^far,  long  before  he  avowed  his  party.  And 
Dion  CalTius  in  panicuiar  allures  us,  that  Curio,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  pretended  to  ad  in  concert  wich  the  ene- 
mies of  C.t;far,  was  only  gaining  their  confidence  in  ordfr 
to  betray  them.     Fel.  Pa/^rc.  ii.  48.     Dij,  xl.  p.  149. 

X  2  fiatc 
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diite  for  the  office  of  Plebeian  ^dile ''.  That 
foolifii  projeft  of  his  for  the  nomination  of 
a  dictator  '^  (which  we  formerly,  you  may 
remember,  expofed  to  lo  much  ridicule)  fud- 
denlv  turned  the  elecftion  a2;ainfl:  him :  and  the 
people  cxpreffed  the  loudeft  acclam.ations  of 
joy  at  his  repulfe.  At  the  fame  time  Hirrus 
Vv^as  univerfally  called  upon  by  the  populace  to 
give  up  his  pretenfions  at  the  enfiiing  eleftion.  ^ 
I  hope  therefore  you  will  very  foon  hear  that 
this  affair  is  determined  in  the  manner  you  wilh 
with  refpect  to  me,  and  which  you  fcarce  dare 
promife  yourfeif'-',  I  know,  with  regard  to 
Hirrus. 

As  to  the  ilate  of  the  commonwealth ;  wc 
begin  to  give  up  all  expectation  that  the  face  of 

*^  The  Plebeian  ^diles  were  chofen  out  of  the  com- 
mons :  and  were  in  fome  rel'pecis  a  loit  of  coadjutors  to  the 
Tribunes. 

'■'■  The  didator  was  a  magifirate  inveiled  with  fupreme 
and  abfolute  power :  but  was  never  created  unlels  on  emer- 
gencies of  great  and  fudden  danger,  which  required  the 
exertion  of  an  extraordinary  authority.  Accordingly  it 
was  on  occafion  o'f  the  diilurbances  that  happened  at  Rome 
in  the  year  700,  (See  rem.  9.  p.  256.  and  rem.  5.  p.  263. 
of  this  vol.)  that  fome  of  the  friends  and  flatterers  of 
Pompey  propofed  him  for  this  office.  Vinicianus  and  Hir- 
rus were  the  principal  promoters  of  this  fcheme  :  but  it  was 
fo  unacceptable  to  the  people  in  general,  that  this  fmgle 
circumfiance,  it  appears,  turned  the  ele<Elion  againft  the 
former ;  and  probably  was  the  chief  reafon  that  the  latter 
was  likewife  difappointed  of  the  ^dilelhip.  See  let.  29. 
«f  this  book,  p.  295.     Jd.  ^  F.  iii.  8. 

**  Becaufe  Mirrus  was  Cupp(w-t«d  by  Pompey, 

10  public 


Book  III.      OF     C  I  C  E  R  O.  30; 

public  affairs  will  be  changed.  However,  at  a  A.u.70?,. 
meeting  of  the  fenate,  holden  on  the  2 2d  of  the 
laft  month  in  the  temple  of  Apollo,  upon  a  de- 
bate relating  to  the  payment  of  the  forces  com- 
manded by  Pompey'\  mention  was  made  of 
that  legion,  which,  as  appeared  by  his  accoiin^^, 
had  been  lent  to  Csefar  :  and  he  was  aflcedj  of 
what  number  of  men  it  confifled,  and  for  what 
purpofes  it  was  borrowed,  In  fhort,  Pompey 
was  puQied  fo  ftrongly  upon  this  article,  that  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  necefllty  of  promifing  to 
recall  this  legion  out  of  Gaul  :  but  he  added  at 
the  faiiie  time,  that  the  clamours  of  his  enemies 
Ihould  not  force  him  to  take  this  ftep  too  pre- 
cipitately. It  was  afterwards  moved,  that  the 
queftion  might  be  put  concerning  the  eleftion 
of  a  fucceiTor  to  Csfir.  Accordingly  the  fenate 
came  to  a  refolution  that  Pompey  (who  was 
juft  going  to  the  arm.y  at  Ariminum  '",  and  is 
now  aftually  fet  out  for  that  purpofc)  fnould  be 

'^  Pompey,  tho'  he  remained  in  Rome,  was  at  this  time 
governor  of  Spain  :  which  had  been  continued  to  him  for 
four  years  at  the  end  of  his  late  confulftiip.  It  was  the 
payment  of  his  troops  in  that  province,  which  was  under 
the  confideration  of  the  fenate.     Plut.  in  ^uit.  Pcmp. 

'^  Now  called  Rimini,  fituated  upon  the  Rubicon:  a 
-  river  which  divided  Italy  from  that  part  of  the  Roman  pro- 
vince called  Cifalpine  Gaul.  The  army  here  mentioned, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  thofe  four  legions  v/hich  were  de- 
creed to  Pompey  for  the  fupportof  his  oovernment  in  Spain. 
Vici.  Plut.  ikid. 

X  7  ordereci 
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AiU.  702.  ordered  to  return  to  Rome  \v:itli  all  expedition^ 
that  the  affair  relating  to  a  general  eleftion  of 
new  governors  for  all  the  provinces,  might  be 
debated  in  his  prefence.  This  pointj  I  imagine, 
will  be  brought  before  the  fenate  on  the  13th 
of  this  month:  v/hen,  if  no  infamous  obllacles 
fliould  be  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  tribunes  ''» 
the  houfe  will  certainly  come  to  fome  refolu- 
tion.  For  Pompey,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
let  fall  an  intimation,  that  he  "  thought  every 
*'  man  owed  obedience  to  the  authority  of  that 
'-  alTembly.''  However,  I  am  impatient  to 
hear  what  Paulus,  the  fenior  conful  ele^t,  wil} 
fay  when  he  delivers  his  opinion  upon  this 
quefliion. 

I  repeat  my  former  requefl  in  relation  to  the 
money  due  to  me  on  the  bond  of  Sittius :  and 
I  do  fo,  that  you  may  fee  it  is  an  article  in 
which  I  am  greatly  interefted.  I  muft  again 
likewife  intreat  you  to  employ  die  Cybirata; '', 

*'  Some  of  the  tribunes,  together  with  Sulpiciu?  one  of 
the  prefent  confuls,  were  wholly  in  Csfar's  interelh  They 
thought,  or  pretended  to  think,  that  it  was  highly  unjull 
to  divell  Caefar  of  his  government,  before  the  time  was 
completed  for  which  it  had  been  decreed:  and  of  which 
there  now  remained  about  two  years  unexpired.  Dio,  xl. 
p.  148. 

*"  "  Cibyra  was  a  city  of  Phrygia  major,  fituated  upon 
*'  the  banks  of  the  river  Meander,  and  gave  name  to  one 
"  of  the  three  Afiatic  diocefes  which  were  under  the  jurif- 
•'  didion  of  the  goveruoi-  of  Cilicia."     Mr.  Re/}. 
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in  order  to  procure  me  fome  Panthers.  I  have  only  A.u.7<»t. 

to  add,  that  we  have  received  certain  accounts 

of  the   death   of  Ptolemy  ^''.       Let    me    know 

therefore  what  meafures  you  would   advife  mc 

to  take  upon  this  occafion  j  in   what  condition 

he  has  left  his  kingdom  j  and  in  whofe  hands 

the  adminiitration  is  placed.     Farewel. 

Auguft  the  firft. 

LETTER      XXXIII. 

From  the  Same. 

HOW  far  you  may  be  alarmed  at  the  inva- 
fion  '  which  threatens  your  Province  and 
the  neighbouring  countries,  I  know  not :    but 

^'^  Ptolemy  Auletes  :  of  whom  an  account  has  been 
given  in  the  notes  on  the  firft  book.  By  the  following  in- 
quiries which  Coslius  makes,  it  is  probable  he  was  one  of 
thofe  who  had  lent  money  to  that  king  when  he  was  at 
Rome,  foliciting  the  fenate  to  aflift  him  with  troops  for 
the  recovery  of  his  dominions.  See  rem.  2.  p.  51  of  this 
vol. 

'  The  Parthians,  havinff  latelv  obtained  a  moft  fi^nal 
viftory  over  CrafTus,  (an  account  of  whofe  unfortunate  ex- 
pedition has  already  been  given  in  the  courfe  of  thcfe 
notes)  were  preparing  to  make  an  incurfion  into  the  Roman 
provinces  that  lay  contiguous  to  their  dominions.  Ac- 
cordingly they  foon  afterwards  executed  this  defign  by  in- 
vading Syria  and  Cilicia  :  as  will  be  related  at  large  in  the 
letters  of  the  following  book. 

The  kingdom  of  Parthia  is  now  included  in  the  empire 
of  Perfia :  of  which  it  makes  a  very  confiderable  pro- 
Tincc. 

X  4  ftr 
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A.u.  701.  for  myfclfj  I  confefs,  I  am  extremely  anxious 
for  the  confequence.  Could  we  contrive  indeed, 
that  the  enemies  forces  fiiould  be  only  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  yours,  and  juft  fuffi- 
cient  to  entitle  you  to  the  honour  of  atriumph*^ 
there  could  not  be  a  more  defirable  circum- 
llance.  But  the  misfortune  is,  if  the  Farthians 
fhould  make  any  attempt,  I  well  know  it  will 
be  a  very  powerful  one  :  and  I  am  fenfible  at 
the  fam.e  rime,  that  you  are  fo  little  in  a  con- 
dition to  oppofe  their  march,  that  you  have 
fcarce  troops  to  defend  a  fmgle  defile.  But 
the  world  in  general,  will  not  be  fo  reafonable 
as  to  make  the  proper  allowances  for  this  cir- 
cumflance.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  expefled 
from  a  man  in  your  ftation,  that  he  fliould 
be  prepared  for  every  occurrence  that  may 
arife;  without  once  confidering  whether  he  ;s 
furnifhed  with  the  neceiTary  fupplies  for  that 
purpofe.  I  am  ftill  the  miore  uneafy  upon  your 
account,  as  I  forefee  the  con  tells  concerning 
affairs  in  Gaul,  will  retard  the  nomination  of 
your  fucceffor :  and  tho'  I  dare  fay,  you  have 
already  had  this  contingency  in  your  viev/,  yet  I 
thought  proper  to  apprife  you  of  its  probabi- 

^  No  general  could  legally  claim  this  honour,  unlefs  he 
had  deflroyed  5000  of  the  enemy  in  one  engagement.  Fal, 
Max.n.  8. 

Hty, 


PooK  III.      OF     C  I  C  E  R  O,  313 

lity,  that  you  might  be  fo  much  the  more  early  a.u.toz. 
in  adjufting  your  mealurcs  accordingly.  I  need 
not  tell  you  that  the  ufual  artifices  will  undoubt- 
edly be  played  off.  A  day  will  be  appointed 
for  confidering  of  a  fuccefTor  to  Cc-efar  :  upon 
which  fome  tribune  '  will  interpofe  his  negative ; 
and  then  a  fecond  will  probably  declare,  that 
unlefs  the  fenate  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  put  the 
quellion  freely  concerning  all  the  provinces  in 
general,  he  will  not  fufFer  it  to  be  debated  with 
regard  to  any  in  particular.  And  thus  we  fliall 
be  trifled  with  for  a  confiderable  time  :  poffibly, 
indeed,  two  or  three  years  may  be  fpun  out  by 
thefe  contemptible  arts. 

If  any  thing  new  had  occurred  in  public  af- 
fairs, I  fhould,  as  ufual,  have  fent  you  the  ac- 
count, together  with  my  fentiments  thereupon  : 
but  at  prefent  the  wheels  of  our  political  machime 
feem  to  be  altogether  motionleis.  Marcellus  is 
ftill  purfuing  his  former  defigns  concerning  the 
provinces  :  but  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  af- 
femble  a  competent  num.ber  of  fenators.  Had  * 
this  motion  been  brought  on  the  preceding  year, 

'  See  rem.  18.  on  the  foregoing  letter. 

*  There  is  an  obfcurity  in  the  original,  which  the  com- 
mentators have  endeavoured  to  diffipate  by  various  read- 
ings. None  of  their  conjectures,  however,  appear  fo  much 
to  the  purpofe,  as  that  of  an  ingenious  gentleman,  to  whofe 
animadverfions  I  have  already  acknowledged  myfelf  in- 
debted.   See  rem.  -  p.  1.97.  of  this  vol.  My  judicious. friend 

and 
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A. u.  702.  and  had  Curio  at  the  fame  time  been  tribune; 
it  would  probably  have  fucceeded :  but  as  affairs 
are  now  circumftanced,  you  are  fenfible  how 
t:\{Y  it  will  be  for  Crefar,  regardlefs  as  he  is, 
of  the  public  intereft  when  it  ftands  in  compe^ 
tition  with  his  own,  to  obflruft  all  our  proceed- 
ings.    Farewcl. 


I.  E  T  T  E  R      XXXIV. 

Frofp  the  Same, 

WILL  you  not  be  furprifed  when  1  tell 
you  of  the  viftory  I  have  gained  over 
Hirrus  ^  r  But  if  you  knew  how  eafy  4  con- 
quell:  he  proved,  you  would  blufli  to  think, 
that  io  powerlcfs  a  competitor  once  ventured  to 
ftand  forth  as  your  rival  \  His  behaviour  fince 
this  repulfe,  affords  us  much  diyerfion  :;  as  h^ 
now  affedts  upon  all  occafions  to  a6l  the  patriot;^ 
and  vote  againft  Ca^far.  Accordingly  he  infills 
upon  Cfefar's  being  immediately  recalled :   and 

fiippofes  that  fome  words  of  the  fame  import  with  thofe 
which  are  diftinguiflied  by  italics  in  the  tranilation,  havfl^ 
been  omitted,  by  the  carelefsT^efs  of  tranfcribers  :  a  fuppor 
fition  extremely  probable,  and  which  folves  the  principal 
difficulty  of  the  text. 

'  At  the  election  for  curule  ^diles.  See  let.  29.  of  this 
book. 

»  As  a  candidate  with  Cicexo  for  the  o$ce  of  Augur. 
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moft  unmercifully  inveighs  again(t  the  Gondu'3:  A.u.702. 
of  Curio.  In  a  word,  as  little  converfant  as 
he  is  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Forum,  he  is  now 
become  an  ad'vocate  profefled  ;  and  moll  magna- 
nimbufly  pleads  in  the  caufe  of  liberty '.  You 
iire  to  obferve  however,  that  it  is  only  in  a 
morning  he  is  feized  with  thefe  violent  fits  of 
patriotifm  :  for  he  is  generally  much  too  ele- 
vated in  an  afternoon  to  defcend  into  fo  grave 
p,  character. 

I  mentioned  in  qme  of  my  former,  that  the 
affair  of  the  provinces  would  come  before  the 
fenate  on  the  13th  of  the  laft  month:  never- 
thelefs  by  the  intervention  of  Marcellus,  the 
conful  eledl,  it  was  put  off  to  the  firft  of  this 
inftant.  But  when  the  day  arrived,  they  could 
not  procure  a  fufficient  number  of  fenators  to  be 
prefent.  It  is  now  the  fecond  of  September, 
and  nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  this  bufinefs ; 
and  I  am  perfjaded  it  will  be  adjourned  to  the 
following  year.  As  far  as  I  can  forefee  there* 
fore,  you  mufl  be  contented  to  leave  the  aclmi- 
niftration  of  your  province  in  the  hands  of  fome 
perfon,  whom  you  ihall  think  proper  to  ap- 
poiht  for  that  purpofe  :  as  I  am  well  convinced 

■  Inflead  of  agit  caufas  liheralis,  as  in  the  common  edi- 
tions, I  read  witli  Gronovius,  agit  caufam  libirtatis. 


you 
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A.u.  702.  you  will  not  foon  be  relieved  by  a  fuccefTor. 
For  as  Gaul  muft  take  the  fame  fate  with  the 
reft  of  the  provinces  ;  any  attempt  that  fhall 
be  made  for  fettling  the  general  fucceffion,  will 
certainly  be  obftruded  by  Csefar's  party.  Of 
this  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt :  and  therefore  I 
thought  it  neceflary  to  give  you  notice,  that  you 
may  be  prepared  to  ad  accordingly. 

I  believe  I  have  reminded  you  of  the  Pan- 
thers, ,in  almoft  every  one  of  my  letters  :  and 
furely  you  will  not  fuffer  Patifcus  to  be  more 
liberal  in  this  article  than  yourfclf.  He  has 
made  Curio  a  prefent  of  no  lefs  than  half  a 
fcore :  great  therefore  will  be  your  difgrace,  if 
you  fhould  not  fend  me  a  much  larger  numr 
ber.  In  the  mean  time,  Curio  has  given  me 
thofe  he  received  from  Patifcus,  together 
with  as  many  more  from  Africa:  for  you  are 
to  know,  it  is  not  only  in  granting  away  the 
lands  of  the  "'  public,  that  the  generous  Curio 
c!ifplays  his  liberality.  As  to  yourfelf,  if  you 
can  but  charge  your  memory  with  my  re- 
quell,  you  may  eafily  procure  me  as  many  of 
thefe  animals  as  you  pleafe  :  it  is  only  fending 
for  fome  of  the  Cybirata^  to  hunt  them,  and 
ilTuing   forth    your  orders    likewife   into    Pam- 

'  This  fecms  to  allude  to  feme  attempts  which  Curio  had 
lately  made  to  revive  the  Agrarian  law.  See  rem.  13.  p. 
\(i^i  of  this  vol. 

phylia  j 
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phylia  ;  where,  I  am  told,  they  are  taken  inA.u.702. 
great  abundance.  I  am  the  more  folicitous 
upon  this  article,  as  I  believe  my  collegue  and 
I  fliall  exhibit  our  games  feparately  ;  fo  that  the 
whole  preparation  for  them  muft  lie  fingly 
upon  myfelf.  I  know  you  love  eafe  as  well 
as  I  do :  but  I  fhould  be  glad  if  you  could 
by  any  means  prevail  with  yourfelf  to  part  with 
a  little  of  it  upon  the  prefcnt  occafion.  In  good 
earneft,  you  will  have  no  other  trouble,  than 
merely  to  give  your  commands  :  as  my  people, 
whom  I  have  fent  into  your  province  in  order 
to  recover  the  money  due  to  me  from  Sittius, 
will  be  ready  to  receive  the  Panthers  and  convey 
them  into  Italy.  It  is  probable  likewife,  if 
you  fliould  give  me  any  hopes  of  fucceeding  in 
my  requeft,  that  I  may  fend  a  reinforcement  to 
afllll  them. 

I  recommend  Marcus  Feridius,  a  Roman 
knight,  to  your  protection  and  friendfhip,  who 
comes  into  Cilicia  to  tranfact  fome  bufinefs  re- 
lating to  his  private  affairs.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  great  worth  and  fpirit :  and  his  father  is  my 
very  particular  friend.  Fie  holds  an  eftate  under 
certain  cities  in  your  government,  of  which  h« 
is  defirous  to  procure  the  enfranchifement :  and 
I  am  perfuaded  he  may  eafily  obtain  his  point, 
by  the  intervention  of  your  good  offices.     Your 

employing 
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A.u.  702.  employing  them  upon  this  occafion,  ivill  indeed 
be  doing  an  honour  to  yourfelf :  as  it  will  oblige 
two  men  of  great  merit,  who,  I  v/ill  venture 
to  alTure  you,  are  not  capable  of  proving  un- 
grateful. 

You  were  miflaken  when  you  imagined  that 
Favonius  ^  was  oppofed  by  the  more  contemp- 
tible part  of  the  people  :  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  all  the  better  fort  tliat  voted  againft  him. 
Your  friend  Pompey  openly  declares,  that  C?e- 
far  ought  not  to  be  admitted  as  a  candidate  for 
the  confulJQiip,  while  he  retains  his  command 
in  the  province  ^.  He  voted  however,  againft 
pafTing  a  decree  for  this  purpofe  at  prefent. 
Scipio  '  moved,  that   the  firft  of  March   next, 

'  He  was  a   great  admirer  and  imitator  of  the  virtues 

and  manners   of  Cato  :  as  he   was   alfo  in   the   nuitiber  of 

thofe  who   aflaffinated  Casfar.     Manutius  conjedures,  that 

.  he  was  at  this  time  chofen  pnctor.     Plut.  in  -vit.  Pomp.  Dioy 

xlvii.  p.  356. 

^  Pompey,  who  contributed  more  than  any  man  to  thd 
advancement  of  Csfiir's  power,  had  lately  procured  a  law, 
by  which  the  perfonal  appearance  of  the  latter  was  dif- 
penfed  with  in  foliciting  the  confular  office.  But  Pompey 
now  began  to  repent  of  a  conceffion  fo  entirely  unconlH- 
tutional :  not  that  his  own  defigns  were  more  favourable  to 
the  liberties  of  Rome,  than  thofe  of  Csefar :  but  as  difco- 
vering  at  laft  that  they  could  not  both  fubfill  together. 
His  prefent  oppoficion  however,  was  as  impotent,  as  his 
former  compliances  were  impolitic;  and  only  tended  to 
bring  on  fo  much  the  fooner  his  own  deftrudlion  together 
with  that  of  the  republic,      f'id.  ad  Alt.  viii.  3. 

•  Mtcellus  Scipio:  he  was  chofen  conful  bv  Pompey  the 
Utcer  cud  of  the  lail  ycy*,  agreeably  to  u  power  with  which 

might 
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might  be  appointed  for  taking  into  confidera- yi.u.yoi. 
tion  the  nominating  a  fucceiror  in  the  Gallic 
provinces  j  and  that  this  matter  fiiould  be  pro- 
pofed  to  the  houfe  feparately  and  without  blend- 
ing it  with  any  other  quefbion.  Ealbus  Corne- 
lius ^  was  much  difcomDofed  at  this  motion : 
and  I  am  well  afllircd,  he  has  complained  of  it 
to  Scipio  in  very  Itrong  terms. 

Canidius  defended  himfelf  upon  his  trial  with 
much  eloquence  :  but  in  the  impeachment  which 
he  afterwards  exhibited,  he  fupportcd  his  charge 
with  little  force  or  fpirit.     Farev/el. 

he  was  inveftcd  by  the  fenate,  for  nominating  his  collegue. 
Pompcy  likevvife  married  his  daughter,  the  amiable  Cor- 
nelia :  who  added  to  the  charms  of  her  perfon,  every  mo- 
ral and  intelleflual  qualification  that  could  render  her  the 
molt  ellimable  and  accomplilhed  of  her  {ex.  And  yet  with 
all  thefe  extraordinary  endowments,  fhe  was  dill  more 
diftinguifhed  by  that  fingular  modeily  and  humility  with 
Vvhich  they  were  accompanied.  It  is  Plutarch  who  gives 
her  this  charafter :  upon  which  Mgnfieur  Dacier  remarks; 
ye  ^ois  etre  plus  per/uadi  qu'un  autre,  que  Veloge  que  Plutarque 
donne  a  Corndie,  pcut  n'etre  point  Jlatte.  y'ai  an  excmple 
domejiiqiie,  qui  prowve  que  heaucoup  d'efprit  et  de  Jiwvoir,  et  dt 
grands  talens  peii'-jent  Je  trouuer  dans  unc  femme ,  et  etre  accom* 
pagnis  d'une  tnodejiie  au£i  grartde  tt  plus  cjlimahle  encore  que  fes 
talent.  May  I  add  my  fufTrage  to  that  of  this  celebrated 
critic,  by  declaring  from  the  fame  domeftic  experience, 
that  uncommon  jfnowledge  and  a  fuperior  underltanding, 
are  pcrfeftly  confillent  with  thofe  more  valuable  qualities  of 
the  heart  which  confHtute  the  principal  grace  and  orna- 
ment of  the  female  charafter.  Plut,  in  i/it.  Pomp,  Les  I'ict 
dt  Plut.  par  Dae.  <voL  V.  p.  498,  rem.  89. 

*  He  was  inviolably  att.^.chcd  to  Caefar,  and  Teems  to  hare 
been  the  principal  manager  of  his  aifairs  at  Rome. 

•  LET- 
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LETTER    XXXV. 

To  Marcus  Marcellus  \  conful. 

A.u.  702.  T  Very  warmly  congratulate  you  on  your  rela- 
A.  tion  Caius  Marcellus  beino-  elefted  to  fucceed 
you :  as  I  fmcerely  rejoice  in  your  having  re- 
ceived this  happy  fruit  of  your  pious  affe6lion  to 
your  familv,  of  your  patriot-zeal  to  your  country, 
and  of  your  illufbrious  deportment  in  the  con- 

5  He  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  long  line  of  anccftors, 
who  had  borne  the  molt  honourable  offices  in  the  republic  : 
as  he  himfelf  was  advanced  to  the  confular  dignity  this 
year,  in  conjundion  with  Servius  Sulpicius  Rufus.  It  is 
mentioned  to  the  credit  of  both  thefe  illuftrious  magiftrates, 
that  they  were  chofen  without  having  employed  thofe  cor- 
rupt and  violent  meafui-es,  which  were  at  this  period  fo 
generally  praftifed  :  and  Marcellus,  in  particular,  had  re- 
commended himfelf  to  the  people  by  the  fuperior  grace  and 
energy  of  his  eloquence.  It  has  already  been  obferved  in 
thefe  remarks,  that  he  was  extremely  zealous  in  promoting 
the  decree  by  which  Ca;far  was  recalled  from  his  province, 
and  which  forwarded  the  flames  of  that  unhappy  civil 
war,  which  foon  afterv/ards  broke  out  to  the  deftrudion  of 
the  commonwealth.  Upon  that  occafion,  Marcellus  took 
the  part  of  Pompey.  But  after  the  battle  of  Pharfalia,,  he 
threw  down  his  arms,  and  withdrew  to  Mitylena:,  the  ca- 
pital of  Lefoos,  where  he  purpofed  to  devote  the  remainder 
of  his  days  to  a  philofophical  retirement.  But  being  per- 
fuaded  by  his  friends,  and  particularly  by  Cicero,  to  accept 
the  clemency  of  the  vidor;  he  at  length  yielded  to  their 
felicitation  :  and  was  preparing  to  return  home,  when  he 
was  cruelly  afTafTinated  by  a  man  who  had  been  in  the 
number  of  his  clients.  The  reader  will  find  a  particular 
account  of  this  murder,  together  with  fome  other  circum- 
flances  concerning  Marcellus,  in  the  farther  progrefs  of 
thefe  letters  and  remarks.  Suet,  hi  njit.  Tiber,  i .  t)io,  xl. 
p.  148.     Cic.  iie  clar.  oral,  Z'^0.  ep,  Fam.  iv.  12. 

fular 
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fular  office.  I  can  eafily  imagine  the  fenti-  A.u.  703 
ments  which  your  addrefs  upon  this  occafion 
has  created  in  Rome :  and  as  to  myfelf  whom 
you  have  fent  to  thefe  far  diftant  parts  of 
the  globe;  believe  me,  I  fpeak  of  it  with  the 
highefl-  and  moil  unfeigned  applaufe.  I  can 
with  {xvid:  truth  alTure  you,  that  I  have  ever 
had  a  particular  attachment  to  you  from  ydur 
earlieft  youth  :  and  I  am  fenfibic,  you  have  always 
fhewn  by  your  generous  offices  in  prom.oting 
my  dignities,  that  you  deem.ed  me  worthy  of 
the  moft  dillinguiffied  honours.  But  this  late 
inflance  of  your  judicious  management  in  pro- 
curing the  confulffiip  for  Marcellus,  together 
with  the  proof  it  affords  of  the  favour  in  which 
you  Hand  with  the  republic,  has  raifed  you  ftill 
higher  in  my  efteem.  It  is  with  great  compla- 
cency, therefore,  that  I  hear  it  obferved  by  men 
of  the  firft  diftinftion  for  fenfe  and  merit,  that 
in  all  our  words  and  adtions,  our  taltes  and 
iludies,  our  principles  and  purfuits,  we  bear 
a  ftrong  refemblancc  to  each  other.  The  only 
circumilance  that  can  render  your  glorious  con- 
Iblate  ftill  more  agreeable  to  me,  will  be  your 
procuring  a  fucceftbr  to  be  nominated  to  this 
province,  as  foon  as  poffible.  But  if  this  can- 
not be  obtained  -,  let  me  intreat  you  at  lead  not 
to  fuffer  my  continuance  here  to  be  prolonged 
Vol.  I.  Y  be  vend 
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A.u.  joi.  beyond  the  time  limited  by  your  decree  and  the 
law  which  pafTed  for  that  purpofe.  In  a  word, 
I  hope  upon  all  occafions  to  experience  in  my 
abfence,  the  benefit  of  your  friendfhip  and  pro- 
te(5lion.     Farewel. 

P.  S.  I  have  received  fome  intelligence  con- 
cerning the  Parthians :  b\it  as  it  is  not  at  pre- 
fcnt  fufficiently  confirmed,  I  forbear  to  com- 
municate the  particulars  to  you.  For  as  I  am 
writing  to  a  conful,  my  letter,  perhaps,  miglit 
be  confidered  as  an  information  to  the  fenate. 

LETTER    XXXVI. 

To  Caius  Marcellus  ^  conful  eledl. 

I  Received  great  pleafure  in  hearing  of  your 
advancement  to  the  confulate.  May  the 
gods  give  you  fuccefs  in  the  enjoyment  of  this 
honour;  and  may  you  difcharge  its  important 
duties  in  a  manner  worthy  of  your  own  illuftri- 
ous  chara6ler  and  that  of  your  excellent  father  ! 
You  have  my  befl  wiflies  indeed  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  not  only  from  affeftion,  but  gratitude, 
and    in    return   to    thofe   warmeft   inftances    of 

4  He  was  coufin  german  to  Marcus  Marcellus,  to  whom 
the  preceding  letter  is  addrefTed  ;  and  by  whofe  intereft,  ia 
conjunction  with  that  of  Pompey,  he  was  elected  to  fucceed 
him  in  the  confular  office.  He  purfued  the  politics  of  his 
illuftrious  relation  and  predecefl'or,  by  firmly  oppofing  the 
views  of  Csffar,    Dio,  xl. 

your 
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your  friendfhip  which  I  have  ever  experienced  A.U.  701. 
in  all  the  various  incidents  of  nriy  life.  Many 
and  important  are  the  obligations  likewife  which 
I  have  received  from  your  father,  both  as  my 
protestor  in  adverfity,  and  as  having  contri- 
buted to  adorn  my  profperity.  I  muft  add  alfo 
to  this  family-lift  of  my  benefaflors,  your  worthy 
mother :  whofe  zealous  fervices  in  behalf  both 
of  my  perfon  and  dignities  have  rifen  much  higher 
than  could  have  been  expefted  from  one  of 
the  tender  fex.  Being  then,  as  I  m.oft  certainly 
ought,  entirely  devoted  to  your  family ;  let  me 
earneftly  intreat  your  friendlhip  and  protection 
in  my  abfence.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXXVIL 
To  Caius  Marcellus^ 

TH  E  advancement  of  your  fon  to  the 
confular  dignity,  and  your  enjoying  a 
pleafure  you  fo  much  wifhed  to  obtain,  are  cir- 
cumftances  which  afford  me  a  very  uncommon 
fatisfadion.  .They  do  fo  not  only  upon  his 
account,  but  yours,  whom  I  efteem  as  highly 
deferving  of  every  advantage  that  Fortune  can 
'beftow.     Let  me  acknowledge  at  the  fame  time, 

»  Father  of  Caius  Mar  cell  us,   to  whom  the  foregoing 
letter  is  written. 

Y  2  that 
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A.u.  702- that  I  have  experienced  your  fingular  good-will 
towards  me,  both  in  the  adverle  and  profperous 
feafons  of  my  life  :  and  indeed,  my  welfare 
and  honours  have  been  the  zealous  concern  of 
your  whole  family.  I  fhall  be  extremely  ob- 
liged to  you  therefore  for  making  my  fincere 
and  particular  congratulations  upon  this  occa- 
fion  to  that  excellent  woman,  your  wife.  To 
which  requefl  I  will  only  add,  that  I  intreat  the 
continuance  of  your  friendlhip  and  proteilion  in 
my  abfence.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXXVIII. 
To  Lucius  Paulus  *,    condil  eled. 

THO'  I  never  once  doubted,  that  in  con- 
fideration  of  your  •moil:  illuftrious  family, 
and  of  thofe  important  fervices  you  liaye  your- 
felf  likewife  rendered  to  the  commonwealth,  you 
would  be  unaniraoufly  eleded  conful  ;  yet  the 
confirmation  of  this  defirable  news,  afforded  me 
an  inexpreflible  fatisfaclion.  It  is  my  fincere ■ 
wifh,  that  the  gods  may  give  fuccefs   to  your 

*  He  was  ccllegue  with  Caius  Marcellus,  mentioned  in 
the  laft  note.  He  fet  out  in  his  adminiilration,  it  was 
thought,  with  principles  agreeable  to  thofe  of  his  aflociate. 
But  Ca;far  perfeftly  well  knew  how  to  make  him  change- 
his  fentimentj :  and  by  proper  applications  to  his  avarice 
and  profufion,  he  added  him  to  the  number  of  his  fupple 
mercenaries.     Plut.  in  vit.  Pomf. 

admini* 
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•adminillration,  and  that  you  may  acquit  your- A.  11.702. 
felf  of  this  honourable  and  important  trult,  as 
becomes  your  own  charader  and  that  of  your 
ditlinguiilied  family.  I  fhould  have  thought 
myfelf  extremely  happy  to  have  been  prcfent  at 
your  election,  and  to  have  contributed  thofe  fer- 
vices  which  your  extraordinary  favours  to  me 
require.  But  as  the  unexpefted  government  of 
this  province  has  deprived  me  of  that  pleafure ; 
I  hope  I  fliall  have  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  you 
at  leaft,  in  the  worthy  exercife  of  your  conllilar 
office.  For  this  purpofe,  I  mod  earneftly  in- 
treat  you  not  to  fuffer  me  to  be  injurioufly  con- 
tinued in  this  province  beyond  the  expiration  of 
my  year:  a  favour  which  I  fliall  elteem  as  a 
very  confiderable  addition  to  thofe  inilances  of 
friendfhip,  I  have  already  received  at  your 
hands.     Farewel. 


T  .1  l.  E  T- 
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LETTER      I. 

To  the  Confuls,  the  Praetors,  the  Tribunes  of 
the  people,  and  the  Senate. 

/   j   ^  HE   many  obftru6tions    I   met  with  in  A. u. 701. 
j[_      my  way  to  this  province  S  both  by  fea 
and  land,  prevented  me  from  reaching  it 
fooner  than  the  laft  of  July.     I  thought  it  my 

*  Cicero's  province  comprehended  not  only  Cilicia,  but 
Pamphylia,  Lycaonia,  part  of  Phrygia,  and  the  ifland  of 
Cyprus,  togetliKr  with  fome  other  his  conliderablc  appcn- 

Y  A  firfl: 
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A.U.70?.  f^^ft  duty  on  my  arrivalj  to  fee  that  the  Militia 
and  Garrifons  were  in  good  order  ;  being  articles 
in  which  the  intereft  of  the  republic  is  prin- 
cipally concerned.  Accordingly  I  have  taken 
all  proper  meafures  to  that  end :  tho-  I  cannot 
forbear  adding,  that  I  have  been  enabled  to 
effeifl  this,  more  by  my  own  care  and  diligence, 
than  frorn  any  fupplies  I  was  furnifhed  with  for 
that  purpofe.  Having  thus  adjufced  my  mili- 
tary preparations,  and  receiving  daily  intelli- 
gence that  the  Parthians  had  actually  invaded 
Syria ;  I  thought  it  advifeable  to  move  with  my 
forces  through  Lycaonia,  liaurica,  and  Cappa- 
docia.  It  feemed  highly  probable  indeed,  if  the 
enemy  had  any  defign  of  attempting  an  irrup- 
tion into  my  province,  that  they  would  direfl 
their  route  thro'  Cappadocia;  as  being  a  coun- 
try that  could  give  them  the  leaft  oppofition. 
I  marched  therefore  into  that  part  of  Cappa- 
docia  which  lies  contiguous  to  Cilicia,  and  en- 
camped at  Cybiilra : "  a  town  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Taurus.  I  had  a  double  view  in  lead- 
ing my  troops  to  this  place.  The  firft  was, 
that  in  whatever  difpofition  Artuafdes,  king  of 
Armenia,  flood  towards  us,  he  might  be  fen- 

dages.  Cilicia  was  firft  added  to  the  Roman  provinces  by 
Publius  Servilius,  furnamed  Ifauricus,  in  the  year  of  Rome 
680.     Jd  Alt.  \.  21.     yhii.  Marcellin.  x.iv.£. 

7  fiblc 
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able  that  a  Roman  army  was  not  far  from  his  A.u.702. 
frontiers ;  and  in  the  next  place,  that  I  might 
be  as  near  as  poilible  to  Deiotarus  ^ :  a  prince, 
I  well  knew,  extremely  our  friend,  and  whofe 
counfel  and  affiftance  might  prove  of  great  ad- 
vantage in  the  prefent  conjun<fture.  As  foon  as 
I  had  finifhed  my  encampment,  I  detached  my 
cavalry  before  me  into  Cilicia.  This  I  did  in 
order  to  confirm  the  feveral  cities  in  that  part  of 
my  province  in  their  allegiance,  by  giving  them 
notice  of  my  arrival :  and  lil<:ewife  that  I  might 
have  the  earlieft  inf^Uigence  of  what  was  tranfacl- 
ing  in  Syria.  During  the  three  days  that  I  conti- 
nued in  this  camp,  I  was  engaged  in  difcharging 
a  commiffion  equally  neceflary  and  importafit. 
I  had  received  your  exprefs  commands  to  take 

*  He  was  prince  of  Galatia :  a  country  bordering  oa 
Vhrygia.  He  diftinguifhed  his  zeal  for  the  republic  in  all 
the  Afiatic  wars  in  which  the  Romans  were  engaged  da- 
ting his  reign,  and  was  particularly  ferviceable  to  Pompey 
in  his  expedition  againlt  Mithridates :  for  which  he  was 
honoured  by  the  fenate  with  the  title  of  king.  Some  time 
after  the  battle  of  Pharfalia,  (in  which  he  joined  with  Pom- 
pey) his  own  grandfon  came  to  Rome  with  an  impeach- 
ment ao-ainft  him.  He  pretended  that  Deiotarus  formed  a 
'ilefign,  when  Caefar  was  his  gueft  as  he  lately  pafied  thro* 
his  dominions,  of  afTaffinating  that  general.  This  caufe 
feems  to  have  been  pleaded  in  Caifar's  own  houfe  :  where 
both  Cicero  and  Brutus  appeared  as  advocates  for  Deiota- 
rus. The  fpeech  which  the  former  made  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  is  ftill  extant  :  and  if  an  orator  may  be  credited  in 
the  charafterhe  gives  of  his  client,  this  prince  was  endowed 
with  every  royal  virtue.     Orat.  pro  Dsict. 

rlie 
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A.u,702.the  worthy  and  faithful  Ariobarzanes  '  under 
my  particular  protection  5  and  to  defend  both 
his  perfon  and  his  kingdom  to  the  utmofl  of  my 
power.  In  your  decree  which  paffed  for  this 
purpofe  a  claufe  was  inferted,  declaring  that 
<*  the  welfare  of  this  province  was  much  the 
"  concern  of  the  people  and  fenate  of  Rome :" 
an  honour  which  was  never  before  paid  to  any 
potentate.  For  this  reafon,  I  thought  it  became 
me  to  fignify  to  him  in  perfon,  the  diftindion 
which  you  had  conferred  upon  him.  I  ac- 
quainted him  therefore,  in  the  prefence  of  my 
council,  with  the  inllrudions  you  had  given  me 
in  his  behalf;  and  called  upon  him  to  let  me 
know  if  there  was  any  inftance  in  which  he  had 

'  The  kingdom  of  Cappadocia,  of  which  Ariobarzanes 
was  monarch,  was  of  a  very  large  extent ;  comprehending 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  countries,  at  prefent  under  the 
Ottoman  dominion,  which  are  now  called  Amafia,  Genec» 
and  Tocat.  It  appears  however  by  the  letters  to  Atticus, 
that  this  kingdom  was  fo  extremely  impoverifhed,  that  the 
crown  was  almoft  wholly  deftitute  of  any  revenues :  a  cir- 
cumllance  to  which  Horace  alludes  in  one  of  his  epiftles, 

Mancipiis  locuples  eget  arts  Cappadccum  Rex. 

The  inftance  that  Plutarch  gives  of  the  great  fcarclty  of 
money  among  thefe  people  is  indeed  almoll  incredible,  if 
what  the  antient  geographers  aflert  be  true,  that  their  coun- 
try abounded  in  filver  mines :  for  that  hitlorian  tells  us,  that 
when  Lucullus  was  carrying  on  the  war  againft  Mithridates 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  an  ox  fold  in  Cappadocia  for  about 
four-pence,  and  a  flave  for  fix-pence.  AdAtt.yi.i.  Hoj\ 
ep.  i.  6.  Plut.  in  vit.  Luculli, 

6  occafion 
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occafion  for  my  fervice.  I  aflured  him  at  the  a.u 
fame  time  on  my  own  part,  that  I  offered  him 
my  prote6bion  with  the  utmofl  zeal  and  fidelity. 
He  began  his  fpeech  with  exprefling  a  proper 
fenfe  of  the  high  honour  thus  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  people  and  fenate  of  Rome.  He  then 
addreffed  his  acknowledgments  to  me  in  parti- 
cular, for  having  executed  my  commiiTion  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  convince  him  both  of  the  fin- 
cerity  with  which  I  proffered  him  my  good  offices, 
and  of  the  flrong  injunctions  I  had  received  from 
the  republic  for  that  purpofe. 

It  gave  me  great  fatisfadion  to  hear  him  fay 
in  this  our  firfl  interview,  that  he  neither  knew, 
nor  indeed  fufpe<5led,  any  defigns  to  be  carrying 
on  either  againft  his  life,  or  his  crown.  After 
I  had  congratulated  him  upon  fo  happy  a  cir- 
cumftance,  and  exhorted  him,  in  remembrance 
of  his  father's  fate,  carefully  to  obferve  the  ad- 
monitions of  the  fenate  in  being  particularly- 
cautious  of  his  perfon  j  he  took  his  leave,  and 
returned  to  Cybiilra.  The  next  day  however 
he  paid  me  a  fecond  vifit  in  my  tent,  accom- 
panied by  his  brother  Ariarathes,  together  with 
feveral  venerable  old  minillers  of  his  late  fa- 
ther :  who,  in  a  very  plaintive  and  affefting 
panner,  all  joined  with  him  in  imploring  my 
protection.     Upon  my   inquiring,    with  much 

fu^'prize. 


02, 
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•A.u.  702.  furprize,  what  fudden  accident  had  occafioned 
this  imexpefted  vifit ;  he  told  me  that  he  had 
juft  received  certain  inforni^ition  of  a  defign  to 
feize  his  crown  :  that  thofe  who  were  apprifed 
p(  this  confpiracy,  had  not  the  courage  to  dif- 
clofe  it  till  my  arrival,  but  in  confidence  of 
my  proteftion  had  now  ventured  to  lay  open 
to  him  the  whole  plot ;  and  that  the  difaffecTied 
party  had  aftually  made  treafonable  applications 
to  his  brother :  of  whofe  fingular  loyalty  and 
aftecflion,  he  expreffed  at  the  fame  time,  the 
llrongefl  afilirance.  This  account  was  confirmed 
to  me  by  Ariarathes  himfelf,  who  acknowledged 
that  he  had  been  follicited  to  accept  the  govern- 
ment:  which  in  elTeft,  he  faid,  was  avowing 
iheir  intention  of  deftroying  Ariobarzanes,  as 
he  could  never  reign  during  his  brother's  life,. 
He  added,  that  he  had  not  acquainted  the  king 
with  thefe  treafonable  overtures  before,  as  being 
apprehenfive  for  his  own  perfon,  if  he  had  ven- 
tured to  reveal  them  fooner.  When  he  had 
finifhed,  I  exhorted  Ariobarzanes  to  take  all 
proper  precautions  for  his  fecurity:  and  then 
turning  to  the  approved  and  experienced  mini- 
fters  of  his  father's  and  grand-father's  reign  -,  I 
reminded  them  of  the  cruel  fate  that  had  at- 
tended  their   Jate   fovereign,    and   admonifhed 

them 
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them  to  be  fo  much  the  more  particularly  vlgi-  A.u.7ot. 
lant  in  proteding  their  prefcnt. 

The   king  rcqiieHed  me   to  fupply  him  with 
fome    troops    both   of  horfe    and   foot :    whicli 
however  I   refufed,    notwithftanding  I  was  iifi- 
powercd,  and  indeed  directed,  to  do  fo  by  your 
decree.     The  truth  is,  the  daily  accounts  I  re- 
ceived of  what  was  tranfadting  in  Syria,  rendered 
it   expedient  for    the   intereft   of  the    republic, 
that  I  fiiould  march  my  whole  army  with  all  ex- 
pedition to  the  borders  of  Cilicia.     Befides,  as 
the   confpiracy    againft   Ariobarzancs    was   now 
fully  deteded,  he  appeared  to  be  in  a  condition 
of  defending  his  crown  witliout  the  afullance  of 
a  Roman  army.     I  contented  myfeif  therefore 
with  giving  him  my  advice  :    and  recommended 
it  to  him,  as  the   firft   art  of  governnrH?nt,   to 
foilnd    his    fecurity    on    the    aifeclions    of    his 
people.     With   this  view,  I  perfuaded  him  to 
exert  his  royal  authority  in  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture,   no  farther  than  neceflity  fliould   require, 
and  againfl  thofe  only  whom  he  perceived  to  be 
moft  deeply  engaged  in  the  plot :  as  for  the  red, 
that   he  fliould  grant  them   a  free  and  generaj 
pardon.     To  which   I   added,  that  the  beft  ufe 
he  could  make  of  my  army,  was  to  intimidate 
the  guilty  from  pcrfevering    in    tlieir  dcfigns, 
rather  j;han  aftuaJIy  to  turn  it  againit  them  :  and 

that 
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A.u.70i.  that  when  the  decree  of  the  fenate  in  his  favour 
fnould  be  generally  known,  the  difafFefted  party- 
would  be  well  convinced  that  I  fhould  not  fail 
of  aflifting  him  purfuant  to  your  orders,  if  oc- 
eafion  required. 

Having  thus  encouraged  him,  I  llruck  my 
tents :  and   am  now  proceeding  on  my  march 
to  Cilicia.     I  had   the   fatisfaftion    in    leaving 
Cappadocia  to  reflect,  that  my  arrival  had  won- 
derfully, and  indeed  almofb  providentially,  deli- 
vered that   monarch  from  a   confpiracy  which 
was  upon  the  very  point  of  taking  effe6l.     This 
reflection  was  fo  much  the  more  agreeable  to 
me,  as  you  had,  not  only  voluntarily  and  with- 
out any  application  for  that  purpofe,  honoured 
Ariobarzanes  with  the  acknowledgment  of  his 
regal   title,  but  had  particularly  recommended 
him  to  my  proteftion,  and  exprefsly  declared  in 
your  decree  that  his  fecurity  was  highly  your 
concern.     I  judged  it  proper  therefore  to  fend 
you  this  minute  account  of  what  has  pafl^ed  in 
relation  to  Ariobarzanes,    that  you  might  fee 
with  how  much  prudence  you  had  long  before 
provided  againfl:  a  contingency,  v/hich  had  well- 
nigh  happened.     And  this  I  the  rather  do,  as 
that  prince  appears  to  be  fo  faithfully  attached 
to  the  republic,  as  well  as  endowed  with  fuch 
great  and  excellent  qualities,  as  to  jufliify  the 

extraor- 
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extraordinary  zeal  you  have  fhewn  for  his  In-  A.u.702. 
terefl. 

LETTER    II. 

To    Therm  us,    Proprastor  *. 

LUCIUS  Genucilius  Cui-vns,  has  been  long 
in  the  number  of  my  moil  intimate  friends: 
and  indeed  no  man  poflefies  a  worthier,  or  more 
grateful  heart.  I  recommend  him  therefore, 
moft  warmly  and  entirely  to  your  protection ; 
befeeching  you  to  aflljl  him  upon  every  occafion 
that  fhall  not  be  inconfiftent  with  your  honour 
and  dignity.  This  is  a  reftridlion,  however, 
which  I  might  well  have  fpared :  as  I  am  furc 
he  will  never  make  you  a  requeft  unworthy 
either  of  vour  charafter,  or  his  own.  But  I 
mull  particularly  intreat  your  favour  in  relation 
to  his  affairs  in  Hellefpontus.  In  the  firft  place 
then,  I  beg  you  would  confirm  the  grant  of  cer- 
tain lands  v/hich  was  made  to  him  by  the  city 
of  Parion ',  and  which  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed 

*  Quintus  MInucius  Thermus,  was  prstor  In  the  year  of 
Rome  701 .  At  the  expiration  of  his  oflice  he  was  appointed 
propraetor  or  governor  of  that  part  of  the  Afiatic  continent, 
ftiied  Afia  proper:  which  Included  Lydia,  Ionia,  Caria, 
Myfia,  and  part  of  Phrygia.  Cicero  fpeaks  of  him  in  a 
letter  to  Atticus,  as  exercifing  his  adminiftration  with  great 
integrity.     AdAtt.\i.  i. 

^  A  city  in  Kellefpont. 

without 
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K.u.'joz.  Without  moleflation  :  in.  the  next  place,  that  if 
any  inhabitant  of  Hellefpontus  fhould  contro- 
vert his  rights  of  this  kind,  you  would  diredl 
the  caufe  to  be  heard  in  that  diflrid.  But  after 
having  already  affigned  him  wholly  to  your  pa- 
tronage, it  is  unnecefTary  to  point  out  particular 
•articles  wherein  I  requeft  your  good  offices.  To 
fay  all  then  in  one  word;  be  aflured  I  fhall 
confider  every  inftance  wherein  you  fhall  ad- 
vance either  his  honour  or  his  intereft,  as  fo 
many  immediate  favours  conferred  upon  myfelf. 
Farewel, 


LETTER      IIL 

To  Appius   Pulcher. 

THO'  I  am  by  no  means  difpofed  to  be! 
more  favourable  to  myfelf  than  to  you,  in 
judging  of  the  part  we  have  refpe61:ively  a6led  to- 
wards each  other  ;  yet  when  I  reflect  on  our  late 
mutual  behaviour,  I  have  far  greater  reafon  to  be 
latished  with  my  own  condud  than  with  yours. 
As  I  knew  the  high  rank  which  Phanias  juftly 
pofTelTcs  in  your  confidence  and  efteem  j  I  inquir- 
ed of  him  when  we  met  at  Brundifium,  in  what 
part  of  the  province  he  imagined  you  chofe  I 

fnould 
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fliould  receive  the  refignation  of  your  govern- A.u.  702. 
ment.  He  afllired  me  it  would  be  extremely- 
agreeable  to  you  if  I  landed  at  Sida  ^.  For 
this  reafon,  notwithftanding  I  could  not  have 
made  fo  fplendid  an  entrance  from  that  city, 
and  it  was  inconvenient  to  me  likewife  upon 
many  other  accounts  -,  yet  I  told  him  I  would 
certainly  comply  with  your  inclinations.  Some- 
time afterwards  I  had  a  conference  v/ith  your 
friend  Clodius,  at  Corcyra  :  and  I  always  .con- 
fider  myfelf  as  talking  to  you,  whenever  I  am 
converfing  with  him.  1  repeated  therefore  the 
fame  promife  I  had  given  to  Phanias  :  and  af- 
fured  him  that  I  intended  to  purfue  the  rt)ute 
which  the  latter  had  marked  out  to  me.  Clo- 
dius made  many  acknowledgments  upon  this 
oecafion  in  your  name :  but  intreated  me  to 
change  my  defign  and  proceed  direftly  to  Lao- 
dicea.  For  it  was  your  purpofe,  he  faid,  to 
advance  towards  the  maritime  part  of  the  pro- 
vince, in  order  to  embark  as  foon  as  pofilblct 
Fie  added  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was  from 
your  great  defire  to  fee  me  that  you  had  deferred 
your  departure :  for  had  any  other  perfon  been 
your  fucceflbr,  you  would  not  have  waited  his 
arrival.     And  this  indeed  correfponded  with  the 

•  A  fea-port  town  of  confiderable  note  in  Pamphylia. 
Vol.  I.  Z  letters 


The    letter  S       Book  IV. 

letters  I  received  from  you  at  Rome :  by  which 
I  perceived  your  great  impatience  to  leave  the 
province.  I  informed  Clodius  that  I  would 
comply  with  his  requcft  :  and  with  much  more 
willingnefs,  I  told  him,  than  if  I  had  been  to- 
have  executed  my  firft  engagement  with  Pha- 
nias.  I  therefore  changed  my  plan,  and  imme- 
diately gave  you  notice  of  it  with  my  own  hand  t 
^hich  I  find  by  your  letter  you  received  in  due< 
time.  When  I  reflect  upon  my  conduct  in  this 
inftance,  I  have  the  fatisfaction  to  be  afiiired, 
that  it  is  perfedly  confonan-t  to  the  ftrideil 
friendlhip.  And  now  let  me  defire  you  to  con- 
fider  your  behaviour  in  return.  You  were  fo  far 
then  from  waiting  in  that  part  of  the  province 
which  would  have  given  us  the  earlieft  oppor- 
tunity of  an  interview  j  that  you  withdrew  ^  to 
fuch  a  diflance,  as  to  render  it  impoflible  for 
me  to  reach  you  within  the  thirty  days  limited 

'  '  It  was  ufual  for  the  governors  of  provinces  when  they 
tntered  upon  their  adminiftration,  to  publifh  what  they 
ftiled  an  edii^  ;  which  was  a  kind  of  code  or  formulary 
of  laws,  by  which  they  intended  to  proceed  in  the  dif- 
penfation  of  juftice,  Cicero's  inftitutes  of  this  fort,  were 
founded  upon  maxims  fo  extremely  different  from  thofe  by 
which  Appius  had  regulated  himfelf,  that  the  latter  looked 
«pon  them  as  fo  many  indirect  refleftions  upon  his  own 
unworthy  conduft.  And  this  feems  to  have  been  the  oc- 
"cafion  of  his  treating  Cicero  in  the  manner,  of  which  he 
here,  and  in  other  fubfequent  letters,  fo  much  and  fo  jaftly 
complains.    Ad  Art.v'i.  i. 

*:,  -(If 
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(if  I  miftake  not)  by  the  Cornelian  law  %  forA.u.7oa. 
your  departure.  This  proceeding  (to  fpeak 
of  it  in  the  fot'teft;  terms.)  muft  look  with  no 
friendly  afpeft  in  the  eye  of  thofe,  who  are  un- 
acquainted with  our  real  fentiments  towards  each 
other  :  as  it  has  the  appearance  of  your  in- 
duftrioufly  avoiding  a  conference.  Whereas 
mine,  on  the  contrary,  muft  undoubtedly  be 
deemed  conformable  to  v/hatever  could  be  ex- 
pefted  from  the  ftrongeft  and  mod:  intimate 
union. 

In  the  letter  I  received  frorn  you  before  my 
arrival  in  the  province,  tho'  you  mentioned 
your  defign  of  going  to  Tarfus  ^,  you  flill  flat- 
tered me  with  hopes  of  a  meeting.  In  the  mean 
time,  there  are  fome  who  have  the  malice,  (for 
malice  I  fuppofe  is  their  motive,  as  that  vice 
indeed  is  widely  diffufed  among  mankind;)  to 
lay  hold  of  this  plaufible  pretence  to  alienate 
me  from  you  :  little  aware,  that  I  am  not  eafily 
fhaken  in  my  friendfhips.  They  afiure  me, 
that  when  you  had  reafon  to  believe  I  was 
arrived  in  the  province,    you   held   a  court  of 

«  This  law  was  fo  called,  from  its  author  Cornelius  Sylla 
the  diftator. 

9  The  capital  city  of  Cilicia.  It  is  celebrated  by  Strabo, 
for  having  once  vied  with  Athens  and  Alexandria  in  polite 
and  philofophical  literature :  but  it  is  far  more  worthy  of 
xiotice  as  being  the  birth-place  of  that  great  Apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles>  St.  Paul. 
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A.u.  702.  judicature  at  Tarfus ;  and  exerciled  fuch  other 
'*  a6ls  of  authority,  as  even  thole  who  have  yet 
fome  little  time  unexpired  in  their  nQiniilr)^  do 
not  ulually  choofe  to  difcharge.  Their  infinu- 
ations,  neverthelefs,  are  far  from  making  any 
impreffion  upon  me.  On  the  contrary,  I  rather 
confider  you  as  having  kindly  eafed  mc  of  part 
of  my  approaching  trouble  :  and  I  rejoice  that 
you  have  thus  abridged  me  of  one  fatiguing 
month,  out  of  the  twelve  I  mull  pais  through 
in  my  government.  To  fpeak  freely,  however, 
there  is  a  circumftance  that  gives  me  concern; 
and  I  cannot  but  regret  to  find,  that  out  of 
the  fmall  number  of  forces  in  the  province, 
there  are  no  lefs  than  three  complete  cohorts 
wanting  :  and  I  know  not  in  what  part  they  are 
dilperfed.  But  my  principal  uneafinefs  is,  that 
I  cannot  learn  where  I  fhall  lee  you  :  and  I 
fhould  have  fooner  told  you  lb,  if  I  had  not 
concluded  from  your  total  filence  both  as  to 
what  you  were  doing,  and  where  you  propofed 
to  give  me  an  interview,  that  I  might  daily 
expeft  your  arrival.  I  have  therefore  difpatched 
my  brave  and  worthy  friend  Antonius,  pr^efedt 
of  the  Evocati  ',  with  this  letter;  and  if  you 

' '  Thefe  were  troops  compofed  of  experienced  foldiers 
who  had  ferved  out  their  legal  time,  or  had  received  their 
cifmiffion  as  a  reward  of  their  valour.  They  iifually  guarded 

-••  tljkink 
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think  proper,  you  may  deliver  up  to  him  the  A.u.  702. 
command  of  the  troops  :  that  I  may  be  able 
to  enter  upon  fome  a6lion  ere  the  feafon  is  too 
far  advanced.  I  had  reafon  to  hope,  both  from 
eur  friendfhip  and  your  letters,  to  have  had 
the  benefit  of  your  advice  upon  this  occafion  : 
and  indeed  I  will  not  even  yet  defpair  of  enjoy- 
ing that  advantage.  However,  unlefs  you  give 
me  notice,  it  is  impoffible  I  fhould  difcovcr 
either  when  or  where  I  am  to  have  that  fatif- 
faftion.  In  the  mean  while,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
convince  even  the  moll  uncandid,  as  well  as  the 
equitable  part  of  the  world,  that  I  am  fincerely 
your  friend.  I  cannot  forbear  faying  never- 
thelefs,  that  thofe  who  are  not  difpofed  to  judge 
in  the  mofl  favourable  manner,  have  fome  little 
caufe  to  imagine  that  you  do  not  bear  the  fame 
amicable  difpofition  towards  me  :  and  I  fliall  be 
much  obliged  to  you  for  endeavouring  to  remove 
their  fufpicions. 

That  you  may  not  be  at  a  lofs  what  meafures 
to   take  in  order  to  our  meeting  conflftently  ^ 

the  chief  ftandard,  and  were  excufed  from  the  more  fervile 
employments  of  the  military  fundlions. 

^  It  appears  by  what  follows,  that  this  time  was  already 
elapfed.  Mr.  Rofs  was  aware  of  this  difficulty  ;  and  has 
tblved  it  by  fuppofing  that  Cicero  "  mufi:  mean  fome  place 
**  Tx-iz/'OK/ the  limits  of  the  province."  For  otherwifc,  Ci- 
cero's requell  cannot  be  reconciled,  that  commentator  ob- 
serves, te  the  terms  of  the  Cornelian  law. 

"Z.  3  with 
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A.U.702.  with  the  terms  of  the  Cornelian  law  :  I  think  it. 
neceflary  to  inform  you,  that  I  arrived  in  the 
province  on  the  laft  day  of  July  ;  that  I  marched 
from  Iconium  on  the  3 1  ft  of  Auguft  ;  and  am 
now  advancing  to  Cilicia  by  the  v/ay  of  Cappa- 
docia.  After  having  thus  traced  out  my  route, 
you  will  let  me  know,  in  cafe  you  fhould  think 
proper  to  meet  me,  what  time  and  place  will 
be  moft  convenient  to  you  for  that  purpofe, 
Farewel. 

LETTER      IV, 

To     Marcus     Cato', 

I  Thought  it  agreeable  to  our  friendfliip  to 
communicate  to  you  the  intelligence  I  have 
lately  received.  I  am  to  inform  you,  then,  that 
envoys  from  Antiochus,  king  of  Commagene  *, 
arrived  in  my  camp  at  Iconium  on  the  30th 
of  Auguft.  They  brought  me  advice  that 
the  king  of  Parthia's  fon,  who  is  married,  it 
feems,  to  a  fifter  of  the  king  of  Armenia,  was 
advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  j  that 

3  Some  account  will  be  given  of  this  great  and  cele- 
brated patriot,  in  the  notes  on  the  iirlt  letter  of  the  foUoW'. 
ing  book. 

*  Commagene  was  a  part  of  Syria  not  fubjedled  to  the 
Roman  dominion, 

he 
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ne  was  at  the  head  of  a,  very  confiderable  army  A. 11.702 
compofed  of  his  own  nation,  together  with  a 
large  body  of  foreign  auxiliaries  :  that  he  had 
adually  begun  to  tranfport  his  troops  over  the 
river ;  and  that  it  was  reported  the  king  of  Ar- 
menia had  a  defign  to  invade  Cappadocia.  I 
have  forborne  to  acquaint  th€  fenate  with  this 
news,  for  two  reafons.  The  firft  is,  becaufe  the 
Commagenian  envoys  allured  me  that  Antio-^ 
chus  had  immediately  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 
Rome  with  this  account :  and  in  the  next  place, 
knowing  that  the  proconful  Marcus  Bibulus  " 
had  failed  from  Ephefus  with  a  favourable  wind 
;about  the  13th  of  Auguft,  I  imagined  he  had 
by  this  time  reached  his  province,  and  would 
be  able  to  give  the  fenate  a  more  certain  aijd 
particular  intelligence. 

As  to  my  own  fituation  with  refpedl:  to  this 
important  war ;  it  is  my  utmoft  endeavour  to 
find  that  fecurity  from  the  clemency  of  my 
adminiftration,  and  the  fidelity  of  our  allies, 
which  I  can  fcarce  expe6t  from  the  ftrength  and 
©umber  of  my  troops.  I  have  only  to  add  my 
intreaties  that  you  would  continue,  as  ufual,  to 
favour  me  with  your  friendly  offices  in  my  ab- 
fence.     jFarewel. 

»  Proconful  of  Syria. 

Z  4  LET- 
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LETTER    V. 

To   T  H  E  R  M  u  s,    Propr^tor. 

A.u.  702.  ^  L  U  VI  U  S  Puteolanu?  diftinguifhes  me 
V^  upon  all  occafions  with  the  higheft  mark^ 
of  cfteem  :  indeed  we  are  united  in  the  ftriclell 
bands  of  amity.  He  has  feme  affairs  in  your 
province :  and  unlefs  he  fhould  be  able  by  my 
means  to  fettle  them  during  your  adminiftra- 
tion,  he  looks  upon  them  as  utterly  defperate. 
This  talk  my  very  obliging  friend  having  af- 
figned  to  my  care  3  I  take  the  liberty  (in  confi- 
dence of  that  moft  amicable  difpofition  you  have 
ever  difcovered  towards  me)  of  transferring  it  to 
yours ;  with  this  reftriftion,  neverthelefs,  that  it 
do  not  engage  you  in  too  much  trouble.  I  am  to 
inform  you  then,  that  the  corporations  of  My- 
lata  and  Alabanda  ^  are  rcfpedjvely  indebted 
to  Cluvius  :  and  that  Euthydemus  aflured  mp 
when  1  faw  him  at  Ephefus,  he  would  take  care 
that  Syndics  '  fhould  be  fent  to  Rome  from  thp 
formi-'r,  in  order  to  adjufb  the  matters  in  contro- 
vcrfy    between    them.     This    however  has  not 

^  Two  cities  of  Caria,  in  Afia  minor. 
"  Thefc  officers  were  a  kind  of  folicitors  to  the  treafury 
of  their  refpcdive  corporations. 

been 
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been  performed:  on  the  contrary,  I  hear  theyA.u.70: 
have  commiflioned  deputies  to  negotiate  this 
affair  in  their  Head.  But  Syndics  are  the  proper 
perfons  :  and  therefore  I  intreat  you  to  command 
thefe  cities  to  diipatch  thofe  officers  to  Rome, 
that  this  queftion  may  be  foon  and  finally  de- 
termined. I  am  farther  to  acquaint  you,  that 
PhiloLes  of  Alabanda  has  afllgned  certain  effedts 
to  Cluvius  by  a  bill  of  fale.  But  the  time  for 
payment  of  the,  money  for  which  tliey  are  a 
fecurity,  being  elapfedj  I  beg  you  would  com- 
pel him  either  to  dilcharge  the  debt,  or  to  de- 
liver the  goods  to  the  agents  of  Cluvius.  My 
friend  has  likewife  fome  demands  of  the  lame 
kind  upon  the  cities  of  Heraclea  and  Bargylos  ^. 
I  befeech  you  therefore  either  to  procure  him 
fatisfaftion  by  an  immediate  payment,  or  to 
oblige  them  to  put  him  in  polTeffion  of  a  pro- 
portionable part  of  their  demefnes.  The  corpo- 
ration of  Caunus  ^  is  alfo  indebted  to  Cluvius : 
but  they  infift  that  as  the  money  has  been  ready 
for  him,  and  actually  lodged  in  the  temple,  for 
that  pi^rpoie^  he  is  not  intitled  to  any  interei: 
beyond  the  time  the  principal  was  fo  depo- 
fited '.     I  intreat  the  favour  of  you  to  inquire 

■^  In  Carla. 

^  This  city  was  likewife  in  Carla. 

^  This  pafTage  is  rendered  in  a  fenfe  very  different  from 
(hat  in  which  all  the  commentators  have  uqderllood  it. 

into 
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A.u.  702.  into  the  truth  of  the  fad :  and  if  it  iliaii  appear 
that  the  fum  in  queftion  was  not  paid  into  the 
facred  treafury  either  in  conformity   to  the  ge- 

They  take  the  expreiTion,  aiimt  fe  pecuniam  depofitam  habu- 
ijfe,  to  mean,  that  the  Caunians  pretended  the  money  in 
difpute  was  a  depofite :  and  therefore  that  they  were  not 
liable  to  pay  intereli:.  But  if  we  fuppofe  the  queftion  be- 
tween the  Caunians  and  Cluvius  to  have  been,  whether  the 
fum  he  demanded,  was,  or  was  not,  a  depofite  ;  the  re- 
quell  which  Cicero  afterwards  makes,  muft  be  highly  un- 
j  u  ft  :  fi  intellexeris  eos  neque  ex  edi£io  neqiie  ex  decreto  defojltam 
habuijfe,  des  operatn  ut  ujures  Clwvio  conjerventur.  For  if  they 
were  merely  truftees,  it  could  make  no  equitable  difference 
whether  the  money  came  to  them  by  a  judicial  decree,  or 
from  a  private  hand  :  and  in  either  cafe  it  muft  have  been 
equally  oppreflive  to  oblige  them  to  pay  intereft.  Now 
this  difficulty  will  be  intirely  removed,  by  fuppofing  that 
the  expreflion  depcjltam  hahuijje,  is  periphraftical,  and  to 
be  refolved  into  depofuijfe.  And  this  is  agreeable  to  the 
idiom  of  the  Latin  language,  as  well  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  Cicero  expreffes  himfelf  upon  other  occaftons. 
Thus  in  his  treatife  De  clar,  orat.  147.  habere  cognitum  Sca- 
-vclam,  is  equivalent  to  fc^;.-(?/rrr^.*  as  in  Plautus  iiobis  banc 
habes  edi^icnertt,  is  the  fame  as  edico.  Pfeud.  i.  ii.  39. 
But  if  pecuniam  depojitam  habidjfe,  is  a  circumlocution  for 
depofuijfe ;  fome  fubftantive  muft  be  underftood  to  complete 
the  fenfe  :  and  accordingly,  a  paffage  in  the  letters  to  At- 
ticus  will  not  only  point  out  the  word  required,  but  prove 
likewife  that  depono  is  ufed  in  this  elliptical  manner.  Ci- 
cero giving  an  account  to  Atticus  of  a  tranfaclion  relating 
to  the  claim  of  a  debt  due  from  the  city  of  Salamis,  in 
Cyprus  ;  tells  him,  that  depotiere  valebant ,  Ad  Att.  vi.  i, 
which  in  another  letter  where  he  is  fpeaking  of  the  v^ry 
fame  affair,  he  expreffes  at  full  length  :  ut  in  fano  depone- 
rent  pojiulaniibus,  fays  he,  non  coiiceff.  AdAtt.  v.  21.  And 
the  laft  cited  paffages  will  not  only  juftify,  but  explain, 
the  fenfe  contended  for  :  as  they  prove  that  it  was  ufual 
where  any  controverfy  arofe  concerning  the  quantum  of 
a  debt,  for  the  defendant  to  apply  for  leave  to  pay  the 
money  into  fome  temple  :  from  which  time  it  no  longer 
carried  intereft.  Thus  Cicero  tells  Atticus  that  the  intereft 
upon  the  debt  due  from  the  city  of  Salamis  ought  to  have 
ceafed,  confiflere  ufura  dtbuit :  and  afGgns  this  reafon  for  it ; 

neral 
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neral  edidl'',  or  fpecial  decree,  of  the  prsetor;  A.u.702. 
to  direft  that  Cluvius  may  have  fuch  a  rate  of 
intereft  allowed  him,  as  is  agreeable  to  the  laws 
you  have  eftablifhed  in  thefe  cafes. 

I  enter  with  fo  much  the  more  warmth  into 
thefe  affairs,  as  my  friend  Pompey  likewife 
makes  them  his  own  :  and  indeed,  feems  more 
felicitous  for  their  fuccefs  than  even  Cluvius 
himfelf.  As  I  am  extremely  defirous  that  the 
latter  fliould  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  my 
good  offices,  I  moft  earnellly  requeft  yours  upon 
this  occafion.     Farewel. 

deponere  'uolehant  :  they  were  ready  and  defirous  to  have 
lodged  it  in  the  facred  treafury.  But  in  the  cafe  of  Clu- 
vius, if  the  Caunians  had  paid  in  the  money  without  giv- 
ing him  notice,  (which  might  very  poffibly  have  been  the 
fadl,  if  they  had  not  afted  under  a  judicial  order)  it  was  no 
unreafonable  requeft,  to  defire  they  might  be  compelled  to 
pay  the  whole  intereft  up  to  the  time  when  Cluvius  fhould 
receive  the  principal. 

•*  By  the  term  f///V?  is  meant  in  this  place,  that  formu- 
lary of  provincial  laws  explained  in  rem.  7.  p.  338.  of  this 
vol. 


LET- 
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LETTER    VI. 

To  the  Confuls,  the  Prstors,  the  Tribunes  of 
the  people,  and  the  Senate. 

A.U.702.  r-p  H  E  firfl  intelligence  I  received  that  the 
A     Parthians  had  paffed  the  greateft  part  of 
their  army  over  the  Euphrates,  was   extremely 
pofitive.     Howeverj  as  I  imagined  the  procon- 
ilil   Marcus   Bibulus    could   give   you    a   more 
certain  account  of  this  event ;  I  did  not  think 
!t  neceffary  to  charge  my felf  with  the  relation 
of  what  more  immediately  concerned  the  pro- 
vince of  another.     But  fince  my  laft  difpatch, 
I   have    been   farther    and    more     fatisfadtorily 
aflured   of  this   faft,    by   feveral   expreffes   and 
deputations  that  have  been  fent  to  me  for  that 
purpofe.     When  I  confider  therefore  the  great 
importance   of  this  news  to  the  republic ;  that 
it   is   uncertain    likewife     whether     Bibulus    is 
yet  arrived   in   Syria  j    and  that   I    am    almoft 
equally  concerned  with  him  in  the  conduct  of 
this  v/ar ;  I  deem  mylclf  obliged  to  communi- 
cate to  you  the  purport  of  my  feveral  infor- 
mations. 

The   firfl   advice  I  received,    was,  from  the 

^imbair^idors  of  Antiochus  king  of  Commagene? 

l^  who 
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who  acquainted  me,  that  the  Parthlans  hadA.u.701. 
actually  begun  to  tranfport  a  very  confiderable 
body  of  forces  over  the  Euphrates.  But  as  it 
was  the  opinion  of  fome  of  my  council,  that  no 
great  credit  was  to  be  given  to  any  intelligence 
that  came  from  this  quarter ;  I  thought  proper 
to  wait  for  better  information.  Accordingly  on 
the  19th  of  September,  whilft  I  was  on  my 
march  towards  Cilicia,  I  was  met  by  a  courier 
on  the  frontiers  of  Lycaonia  and  Cappadocia, 
with  an  exprefs  from  ^  Tarcondimotus  :  a  prince 
efteemed  the  moft  faithful  of  our  allies  on  that 
(ide  the  Taurus,  and  extremely  in  the  intereft 
of  the  Romans.  The  purport  of  his  difpatches 
v/as  to  inform  me,  that  a  powerful  body  of 
horfe  commanded  by  Pacorus,  the  fon  of  Orodes 
king  of  Parthia,  had  pafTed  the  Euphrates,  and 
were  encamped  at  Tyba ;  and  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Syria  was  in  great  commotion.  The 
fiime  day  I  received  an  exprefs  likewife  to 
this  purpofe  from  Jamblichus,  an  Arabian  Phy- 
larch  ',  and  one  who  has  the  general  reputation 
of  being  a  friend  to  the  republic.     Upon  the 

'  His  dominions  lay  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  Mount 
Taurus,  in  a  part  of  Cilicia  which  the  Romans  had  not 
thought  proper  to  annex  to  th-^ir  province.  A  coin  of"  this 
prince  is  liill.  extant.     See  Biblioth.  raifoneCt  Taun,  xii.  p. 

*  The  lord  or  chief  of  a  clan. 

whole 
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whole  therefore  I  came  to  a  refolutlon  of  lead- 
ing my  army  to  Tarfus*.     I  was  fenfible,  that 
our  allies  in  general  were  far  from  being  warm 
in   our   interefl  ;    and   were    only    waiting   the 
opportunity   of  fome   favourable   revolution  to 
defert  us.     I  flattered  myfelf  however,  that  the 
lenity  and  moderation  of  my  conduft   towards 
fuch  of  them  through  whofe  territories  I   had 
already  paflfed,  would  render    them   better   in- 
clined to  the  Romans  :  as  I  hoped  to  flrengthen 
Cilicia  in  its   allegiance,    by  giving   that   part 
of  my  province  an  opportunity  of  experiencing 
alfo  the  hme  equitable  adminiflration.     But  I 
had    ftill  a  farther  inducement :    I    determined 
upon  this  march,  not  only  in  order  to  chaflife 
thofe    who    had    taken     up    arms   in    Cilicia, 
but   alfo   to    convince    our    enemies    in    Syria, 
that   the    army   of  the  Romans,   far   from  be- 
ing difpofed  to  retreat  upon  the  news  of  their 
invafion,    were    fo   much    the   more    eager   to 
advance. 

If  my  advice  then  has  any  weight,  let  me 
earnellly  exhort  and  admonifli  you  to  take  pro- 
per meafures  for  the  prefervation  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces :  meafures  indeed,  which  ought  to  have 

*  In  the  original  it  is  at/  Taunm  :  but  Mr.  Rofs  with 
good  reafon  fuppofes  there  is  an  error  in  the  text,  and  that 
it  Ihould  be  read  ad  Tarjm, 

been 
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been  concerted  long  before,  as  you  were  well-  A.u.  7C1, 
apprifed  of  thofe  dangers  which  are  now  almoft  * 
within  my  view.  I  need  not  inform  you  in. 
what  manner  you  thought  proper  to  equip  me 
when  I  was  fent  into  this  part  of  the  world, 
under  a  full  expedation  of  being  engaged  in  fo 
important  a  war.  If  I  did  not  however  refufe 
this  commiffion,  it  was  not  becaufe  I  was  fo 
weak  as  to  be  infenfible  how  ill  provided  I  was 
to  execute  it  in  a  proper  manners  but  merely 
in  fubmifTive  deference  to  your  commands.  The 
truth  is,  I  have  at  all  times  willingly  expofed 
myfelf  to  the  utmoft  hazards,  rather  than  not 
teftify  my  implicit  obedience  to  your  authority. 
But  the  plain  faft  is,  that  if  you  do  not  fpeedily 
fend  a  very  powerful  re-inforcement  into  th^fe 
provinces,  the  republic  will  be  in  the  greatell 
danger  of  lofing  the  whole  of  her  revenues  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  If  your  reliance  is  upon 
the  provincial  militia,  be  affured  you  will  be 
extremely  difappointed :  as  they  are  very  incon- 
fiderable  in  point  of  numbers,  and  fuch  mifer- 
able  daftards  as  to  run  away  upon  the  firft  alarm. 
The  brave  Marcus  Bibulus  is  fo  fenfible  of  the 
nature  of  thefe  Afiatic  troops,  that  he  has  not 
thought  proper  to  raife  any  of  them ;  tho'  he 
had  your  exprefs  permifTion  for  that  purpofe. 
As  to  the  aiTiftance  that  may  be  cxpeded  from 

our 
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A.U.702.  our  allies ;  the  feverky  and  injuftice  of  our  go- 
vernment has  either  fo  greatly  weakened  them 
as  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  be  of  much 
fervice  to  us,  or  fo  entirely  alienated  their  affec- 
tions, as  to  render  it  unfafe  to  truft  them.  The 
inclinations  however,  and  the  forces  too,  (what- 
ever they  be  *)  of  king  Deiotarus,  I  reckon 
as  entirely  ours.  Cappadocia  is  wholly  unfur- 
niflied  with  any  place  of  llrength  :  and  a^  to 
thofe  other  neighbouring  princes  our  allies ;  they 
are  neither  willing,  nor  able,  to  afford  us  any 
confiderable  fuccours.  Ill  provided,  however,  as 
I  am  with  troops,  my  courage,  you  may  be  af- 
fured,  Ihall  not  be  wanting  j  nor,  I  truft,  my 
prudence.  What  the  event  may  prove,  is  alto- 
gether uncertain :  I  can  only  wifli  that  I  may  be 
in  a  condition  to  defend  myfelf  with  as  much 
fuccefs  as  I  certainly  fhall  with  honour. 

*  It  is  probable  that  Cicero  did  not  at  this  time  know 
their  number:  but  they  were  by  no  means  inconfiderable. 
For  it  appears  by  a  letter  to  Atticus  that  they  amounted  to 
1 2000  foot,  armed  in  the  Roman  manner,  and  2000  horfe, 
jid  Att.  vi.  I. 


le;t- 
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LETTER      VII. 
Marcus   Coelius   to  Cicero. 

^T~^HO'  I  have  feme  political  news  to  coin-  A.u.roi 
-■-  municate  to  you,  yet  I  can  acquaint  you 
with  nothing,  I  believe,  that  will  give  you 
more  pleafure  than  what  I  am  going  previoufly 
to  mention.  You  are  to  know  then,  that  Ru- 
fus  %  your  favourite  Sempronius  Rufus,  has 
been  lately  convidled  of'  falie  accufation  *,  to 
the  fmgular  joy  of  the  whole  city.  This  pro- 
fecution  was  occafioned  by  the  following  cir- 
cumftance.     Rufus,  foon  after  the  exhibition  of 

*  Cicero  mentions  this  perfon  In  a  letter  to  Atticus,  as  a 
man  who  had  failed  in  the  civilities  he  owed  him,  by  not 
waiting  upon  him  before  he  fet  out  for  Cilicia  :  but  at  the 
lame  time  expreffes  a  fatisfadion  in  having  by  that  means 
been  fphred  the  trouble  of  a  very  difagreeable  vifuor.  The 
epithet  therefore  which  Coelius  here  gives  to  Rufus,  mud 
be  undcrllood  ironically.     Ad Att.  v.  2. 

*  "  The  Roman  laws  were  particularly  fevere  againft 
*'  thofe  who  were  difcovered  to  have  offended  in  this  point. 
<*  In  criminal  caufes  they  inflicted  banifhment,  and  ordimt 
*'  amijjio  (the  lofs  of  rank.)  In  civil  caufes  the  plaintirff 
*'  generally  depofited  a  fum  of  money,  which  he  forfeited 
*•  if  he  was  found  guilty  of  bringing  a  vexatious  fuit.  Ci- 
*♦   cero  alludes  to  another  punillimenr,  of  marking  a  letter 

upon  the  forehead  of  the  falfe  informer,  pro.  Rule.  Am, 
20.  It  was  the  letter  K  which  was  impreficd  upon  them  : 
that  being  the  f.rit  letter,  according  to  the  yld  orthogra- 
phy, in  the  word  Kalumnia."     Mr.  Ro/t, 

Vol.  I.  A  a  the 
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A.u.702.the  Roman  games",  was  impeached  by  Marcus 
Tuccius :  and  beinor  fendble  that  the  charge 
would  be  proved  againft  him,  and-  that  his  trial 
mult  unavoidably  come  on  ^  this  year,  unlels 
fome  other  of  an  higher  nature  *  intervened,  he 
determined  upon  an  expedient  for  that  purpofe. 
Accoixlingly,  as  no  one,  he  thought,  had  fo  good 
a  title  to  the  honour  of  this  precedence  as  his 
profecutor  j  he  preferred  an  accufation  upon  the 
Plotian  law  ^  againll  Tuccius,  for  a  violation  of 
the  public  peace  :  a  charge,  however,  which  he 
could  not  prevail  with  a  fingle  perlbn  to  fub- 
fcrrbe  '.     As  foon  as  I  was  apprifed  of  this  affair, 

^  Thefe  games  were  inftituted  by  Tarquinius  Prifcus, 
A.  U.  138.  in  honour  of  Jupiter,  Juno,  and  Minerva. 
-  Their  ai^nual  celebracion  commenced  on  the  9th  of  Sepcem- 
ber,  and  continued  nine  days. 

'  It  is  probable,  as  Manutius  obferves,  that  the  judges  of 
th*e  prelent  year  were  in  general  no  friends  to  Rufus,  which 
made  kLa  endeavour  to  poftpone  his  trial.  The  fame 
learned  commentator  remarks,  that  all  trials  were  brought 
on  in  a  regular  rotation,  unlefs  in  accufations  that  were 
conneded  with  fgme  other  caufe  that  had  been  immediately 
before  adjudged,  or  in  the  cafe  of  impeachments  for  the 
violation  of  the  public  peace.  Thefe,  he  proves  by  feveral 
inftances,  were  always  determined  preferably  to  ail  other 
caufes  whatfoever. 

*  The  author  of  this  law  was  P.  Plotius,  or  Plautius, 

tribune  of  the  people  an.  urb.   675  :   and  the  penalty  in- 
flifted  by  it  was  banifhment. 

'  It  feems  to  have  been  cuflomary  for  the  profecutor  in 
capital  caafes  to  procure  fome  of  his  friends  to  join  with 
him  in  figning  the  articles  of  his  impeachment. '  Thefe 
yvQTQfii\t^j'utj':riptores,  and  afted  as  a  fort  of  feconds  to 
him  in  i^h  judicial  combau.     They  could  not  hov.ever  be 

I  flew 
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I  fiew  to  ihe  aSiftance  of  Tuccius,  wimout  wait-  A.U.  -^ 
ing  his  requeil.  But  when  I  rofe  up  id  foeakj 
I  forbore  entering  into  a  psnicular  defence  of 
my  friend;  contenting  myfelf  with  diipLaving 
the  charaS^r  of  his  adTerfkiy  in  all  its  tme  acd 
odious  colours  :  in  which  you  mav  be  fure  I  did 
not  forget  the  floiy  concerning  Vcftoni:?^  and 
his  unworthy  conduS;  towards  you. 

I  muil  inform  you  likewife  of  another  trial, 
which  at  prefent  ereatlv  ensues  the  Foriiir.. 
Marcus  Servilius  had  been  convicted  of  extortion 
in  his  oSce ' :  and  I  ventured  to  be  his  advocate, 
notwithflanding  the  popular  clamour  was  lirong- 
ly  agaiFift  him,  Serriiius,  however,  having 
diffipated  his  whole  eftate,  and  being  utterly 
infolvent  \  Pauiaidas  '  petition«i  the  pr^tor  La- 
terenfis  (and  T  fboke  likewife  in  fbrr>ort  of  this 

adairtrd  i-:c  liLs  £.-~:>~aricn  viiriicj;:  i  fperlil  lictrce  frcm 
the  jcdrcj  :";r  rbs.l  parpofe.  F:d.  Ht^itm,  at  ^  CxrlL  £j- 
%:k.  15, 

*  The  who!e  s-ccc^u::  of  ilie  following-  •:-  '-"-■---  ccn- 
cemJEg  Seri-i]is=,  is  extremely  (paiapi  >  )  c^b- 

icnre  in  the  origiEal  :  £nd  his  exeicLci.  tie  i3gecciry  cf 
all  the  commejitators  to  enlijhtHj?  Tas  tr;::iilator  io*- 
e»cr  has  vennired  in  fDme  ir.i^iKg-  to  depart  from  them  : 
the'  he  acknowledge:  ac  the  fine  dise,  thit  hs  is  fcarce 
more  iad^ed  with  his  own  inrerpretitzcz,  zLaa  with 
theirs. 

'  Wio  this  psrfasi  was,  or  tb.  wiiac  Kaascr  a>2cen:ei 
ia  the  prefeac  cacfe,  is  £l:cgc±.er  andifcorer^bie.  Perhaps, 
as  Mr.  Rds  coojea^ire:,  he  might  hzv^  besa  the  prcii- 
citor. 

A  a  2  petition) 
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petition)  that  he  might  be  impowered  to  purlue 
the  fum  in  qneftion,  into  whole  hands  foever  it 
Hioiild  appear  to  have  been  paid  *.  But  this 
petition  was  difmified  3  the  praetor  alledging, 
that  Pilius,  a  relation  of  our  friend  Atticus, 
had  alfo  exhibited  articles  of  impeachment 
againft  my  client  for  a  crime  of  the  fame  kind. 
This  news  immediately  fj'read  throughout  Rome: 
and  it  was  generally  faid  in  all  converlations,  that 
Pilius  would  certainly  make  good  his  charge. 
Appius  the  voun^^cr  v/as  much  disturbed  at  this 
report,  as  having  a  claim  upon  Servilius,  of 
eighty-one  hundred  thoufand  fellerccs  '  :  a  lum 
which  he  fcrupled  not  to  avow,  had  bc-en  de- 
posited in  the  haiuls  of  Servilius,  in  order  to  be 
paid  over  to  the  profecutor  in  an  information 
CvOfainfr  hi?  father,  provided  t!ie  informer  would 
J 11  tier  himfelf  to  be  noiiruiLed.  If  you  are  iuv- 
prifed  at  tiie   weaknefi  of  Ap[;iui   in    tluis   ac- 

■*  It  appears,  by  a  pnil^^e,  wlij.h  Manuiiiis  prodncc, 
from  chf  oriinoii  in  tieiiiiice  of  Kabirius,  that  in  convic- 
tions of  tliis  kind  the  money  wa^  lecoverabie  by  the  Juliaa 
law  from  any  hand,  into  which  it  could  be  proved  to  have 
been  paid,     f/o  RaLir.  I'uji.  4. 

»  About  65,567/.  of  our  money.  This  fum  mull  ap- 
pear exceflive,  if  confidered  only  with  refpecl  to  the  wealth 
of  the  p.cic;i.t  times.  Luc  /ippiiis  inis^iu  vvtll  be  enabled 
to  give  it,  and  it  mi^hi  Lu'.e  been  extiemcly  prudent  in 
liini  likewife  to  have  done  ib,  if  this  pioiecution  was 
(what  feems  highly  probable)  on  accoujit  of  hii  father's 
Laving  j^iuiidcKu  ioutC  province  ccmtuittcd  ic  hii  aumini- 
llration. 

kno'-Vr 
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knowledo-ins  To  fhameful  a  bara;ain  ;  how' much  A.u.  7 
higher   would  your   aitonilliment  have  rifen,  if 
you    had   heard   his    evidence  upon  the  trial  of 
that  very  ill-judged   aftion  he  brought   againll 
Servilius  for  this  money?    H^  mofc  clearly  in- 
deed made  appear,  to  the  fujl  latisfaflion  of  the 
whole  court,  both  his  ovvn  follv  and  his  father's 
guilt.     To  complete    the  abiurdity  of  his  con- 
duct upon  this  occafion,   he   v/as   lb   imprudent 
as  to    lummon   the   very  fame  judges  upon  this 
caufe,  who    tried    the    information    I  jud    now 
mentioned  to  have  been  brought  againft  his  fa- 
ther.    It   happened    however,    that  their  voices 
were   equally   divided  ^     But    the    prretor,    not 
knowing  how   the  law   fbood   in   this  cafe,  de- 
clared that  Serviiius  had  a  majority  of  the  three 
dalles  of  judges  in  his  favour  :    and  accordingh* 
acquitted  him  in  the  ufial  firm.     At  the  rifinj. 
of  the  court  therefore,  it  was  generally  imagined 
that    the    acquittal    of  Servilius    woukl    be   en- 
rolled.    But  the  praetor  thinking   it   advifeable 
to  look  into  the  lav/s  upon  this  point,  before  he 
made  up  the  record,  found  it   exprefsly  enaftcd, 
that    "    in   all    caufes    fentence    fnall    be    pro- 
nounced   according    to     the    majority    ct    the 
voces     in     the     v.hole     collective     number     ot  • 

*  In  this  cafe  the  Rcm?.D  law  determineJ  by  the  mofi  fa- 
vourable prefuinption,  nnd  abiolved  ^le  defendant. 

A  a  3  judges. 
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A.u. 702.  judges'^.  Inftead  therefore  of  regiftering  the  ac- 
quittal of  Servilius,  he  only  inferted  in  the  roll 
the  number  of  voices  as  they  ftood  in  each 
refpeclive  clafs.  Appius,  in  confequence  of 
this  miftakcj  re-commenccd  his  fuit :  while  the 
prrctor,  by  the  intervention  of  Lollius,  pro- 
mifed  to  amend  the  record,  and  enter  a  proper 
judgment.  But  the  haplefs  Servilius,  neither 
entirely  acquitted  nor  abfolutely  condemned,  is 
at  length  to  be  delivered  over  with  this  his 
blafted  charafter  to  the  hands  of  Pilius.  For 
Appius  not  venturing  to  contend  with  the  latter, 
which  of  their  aftions  fhould  have  the  priority, 
has  thought  proper  to  wave  his  profecution. 
He  himfelf  likewife  is  impeached  by  the  rela- 
tions of  Servilius  for  bribery  :  as  he  has  alfo 
another  accufation  laid  againfb  him  by  one  Ti- 
tius,  a  creature  of  his  own,  who  has  charged 
him  with  a    breach  of   the  peace.      And   thus 

'  It  has  already  been  obferved  in  the  foregoing  remarks, 
that  the  judges  were  divided  into  three  clafTes.  See  rem. 
4.  p.  292.  of  this  vol.  It  is  obvious  therefore,  that  there 
might  have  been  a  majority  in  two  of  the  clafles  out  of 
the  three,  in  favour  of  Servilius,  and  yet  that  the  voices 
confidered  with  refpeft  to  the  whole  number  of  judges, 
might  have  been  equal.  But  it  is  inconceivable  that  a 
magiftrate  of  Praetorian  rank  could  poffibly  be  ignorant  of 
a  pradice  which  one  can  fcvce  fuppofe  the  moft  common 
citizen  of  Rome  to  have  been  unacquainted  with.  Not- 
withflanding  therefore  Coelius  afcribes  the  prstor's  conduft 
to  ignorance,  it  feems  much  more  probable  to  have  arifen 
from  defign. 

are 
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are  thefe  two  worthy  combatants  mod  equally  a. u.  702. 
matched. 

As  to  public  affairs ;  we  had  waited  feveral 
days  in  expe6lation  that  fomething  would  be 
determined  concerning  Gaul ;  frequent  motions 
having  been  made  in  the  fenate  for  this  purpofe, 
which  were  followed  by  very  warm  debates. 
At  length,  however,  it  plainly  appearing  agree- 
able to  Pompey's  fentiments,  that  Casfar's  com- 
mand in  Gaul  fliould  not  be  continued  longer 
than  the  firft  of  March,  the  fenate  palfed  the 
following  orders  and  decrees  ^ . 

By  authority  of  the  senate,  held  in 
the  temple  of  Apollo,  on  the  30th  day  of 
September.  Signed ' :  L.  Domitius  Aheno- 
barbus ;  Q^  Ca^cilius ;  Metellus-Pius  Scipio ; 
L.  Villius  Annalis;  C.  Septimius ;  Caius 
Lucceius  Hirrus ;  C.  Scribonius  Curio  -,  L. 
Atteius  Capito;  M.  Oppius.  Whereas  a 
motion  was  made  by  Marcus  Marcellus,  the 
conful,  concerning  the  confular  provinces,  it 
"  is  ORDERED  that  Lucius  Paulus  and  Caius 
"  Marcellus  confuls  ele6t,  fliall  on  the  firft  of 
"  March    next    follov/ing   their  entering  upon 

*  With  regard  to  the  difFerence  between  an  order  and 
a  decree,  of  the  fenate,  fee  remark  9.  p.  64.  of  this 
vol. 

5  The  decrees  of  the  fenate  were  ufually  figned  in  this 
manner  by  thofc  who  were  the  principal  promoters  of  the 
queftion. 

A  a  4  "  their 
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A.u.  7CZ.  "  their  office,  move  the  fenate  concerning  the 
"  confuiar  provinces  :  at  which  time  no  other 
"  bufinefs  fhall  be  proceeded  upon,  nor  any 
other  motion  made  in  conjundion  therewith. 
And  for  this  purpofe  the  fenate  lliall  con- 
"  tinue  to  aiTemble  notwithilanding  the  co- 
"  mitial  days '%  and  until  a  decree-,  fliall  be 
''  pafled. 

"  Ordered,    that    when    the    confuls    Iliall 
''  move    the    fenate  upon    the    queilion   afore- 
^'  faid,    they   fhall    be  impowered    to   fummon 
"  fuch  of  the  jco  judges  who  are  members  of 
"  the  fenate  to  attend  ' ' , 

^'  Resolved,  that  if  any  matters  fhall  arife 
"  upon  the  quefcion  aforefaid,  which  lliall  be 
"  necelTary  to  be  laid  before  the  people  ;  that 
"  Servius  Sulpicius,  and  Marcus  Marcellus, 
"  the  prefent  confuls,  together  with  the  pr^tors 

'°  The  comitial  days  were  thofe  oa  which  the  Comiiia, 
or  afTemblies  of  the  people,  were  held  :  and  on  thefe  the 
law  prohibited  the  fenate  to  be  convened.  The  fenate 
however  in  the  prefent  inftance,  and  agreeably  to  a  prero- 
gative which  they  claimed  and  exercifed  upon  many  other 
occafions,  took  upon  themfelves  to  adl:  with  a  difpenfing 
power.      See  Mid.  on  the  Ro7n.  Jen.  p.  121. 

"  This  claufe  was  infertcd  in  order  tofecure  a  full  houfe: 
a  certain  number  of  fenators  being  neceilary  to  be  prefent 
for  making  a  decree  valid.  See  remark  14.  p,  16-.  of  this 
vol.  The  correction  of  Manutuis  has  been  adopted  in  the 
tranflation,  wJic  inHead  oi  /ex  abducere  liceret,  reads  so: 
jibducere,  &c. 

"  an4 
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"  and  tribunes  of  the  people,  or  fucli  of  them  A.U.70*. 

"  as  iliall  be  agreed  upon,  fliall  call  an  afTembly 

"  of  the  people  for  this  purpofe  :  and  if  the  ma- 

"  giftrates  aforefaid  lliall  fail  herein,  the  fame 

"  fnall  be  propofed  to  the*  people  by  their  fuc- 

"  ceflbrs." 

"  The  THIRTIETH  DAY  of  SEPTEMBER,  in  the 
"  temple  of  Apollo.  Signed:  L.  Domicius  Ahc- 
"  nobarbiis  ;  Q^Ca^cilius  ;  Metellus  Pius  Scipioj 
"  L.  Villius  Annalis  -,  C.  Septimius  -,  C.  Scri- 
*'  bonius  Curio :  M.  Oppius. 

*^  The  conful  Marcus  Marcellus  havins;  moved 
*'  the  fenate  concerning  the  provinces  ; 

"  Resolved,  th?.t  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
"  fenate,  that  it  will  be  highly  unbecoming  any 
"^  magiftrate  who  has  a  power  of  controlling 
"  their  proceedings,  to  occafion  any  hindrance 
"  v/hereby  the  fenate  may  be  prevented  from 
"  taking  the  aforefaid  morion  into  confideration 
"  as  foon  as  pofTible :  and  that  whofoever  fhail 
"  obftruft  or  oppofc  the  fame,  Ihall  be  deemed 
"  an  enemy  to  the  republic. 

"  Ordered,  that  if  any  magiftrate  fhall  put 
''  a  negative  upon  the  foregoing  refolution, 
*'  the   fame    fnall    be    entered    as   an   order  of 

"  the 
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A'.tT.-702.  "  the  fenate,  and  again  referred  to  the  confide- 
"  ration  of  this  houfe." 

This  refolution  was  protefled  againfl:  by^Caius 
Coelius,  Lucius  Vinicius,  P.  Publius  Cornelius, 
and  Caius  Vibius  Panfa. 

"  Resolved,  that  the  fenate  will  take  into 
"  confideration  the  cafe  of  fuch  of  the  foldiers 
"  under  Csefar's  command,  who  have  ferved 
"  out  their  legal  time,  or  who  for  other  reafons 
*'  are  entitled  to  a  difcharge:  and  make  fuch 
"  order  thereupon  as  iliall  be  agreeable  to 
^'  equity  ''." 


"  Resolved,  that,  if  any  magiflrate  fliall 
"  put  his  negative  upon  the  foregoing  decree, 
"  the  fame  Ihall  ftand  as  an  order  of  fenate,  and 
"  be  again  referred  to  the  confideration  of  this 
^'  houfe," 

This  refolution  was  protefled  againfi  by 
Caius  Coelius,  and  Caius  Panfa,  tribunes  of  the 
people. 

"  Ordered,  that  fuch  of  the  prefent  pra;- 
"  tors,  who    have    never    held    any   provincial 

'*  A  Roman  foldier  could  not  be  compelled  to  bear 
arms  after  having  been  in  the  fervice  tea  years.  As  the 
ftrength  of  Ca:far's  army  in  Gaul  confiftcd  principally  in 
his  Veterans,    this  claufe  was  added,   as    Gronovius   ob- 

"  command. 
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command,  Ihall  draw  lots  to  fucceed  refpec-  A.u.  705 
"  tively  to  the  government  of  Cilicia,  and  the 
"  eight  remaining  Praetorian  "  provinces.     But 
"  if  there  fhall  not  be  a  fufficient  number  '^  of 

thefe   to   fill  up  the  aforefaid  governments; 

then  and  in  this  cafe,  the  deficiency  Ihall  be 
"  fupplied  by  lot  out  of  the  firfb  college  '*  of 
"  praetors,  among  thofe  who  have  never  held  a 
*^  foreign  government.  And  if  there  fhall  not 
"  be  found    a  fufficient  number  among   thefe 

lafl,  fo  qualified  as  aforefaid ;  the  fame  fhall 

be  fupplied  from  the  members  of  each  pre- 
"  ceding  college,  till  the  whole  number  re- 
"  quired  be  comple'ted. 

"  Resolved,  that,  if  any  magidrate  fliall 
"  put  his  negative  upon  the  foregoing  decree, 
"  the  fame  fliall  fland  as  an  order  of  the  fe- 
^'  nate." 

This  decree   was  protefled  againil   by  Caiug 

ferves,    with  a  view  of  drawing  off  thofe  foldiers  from  his 
troops. 

"  The  provinces  of  lefier  note  were  ufually  afligned  to 
the  praetors  :  and  from  thence  they  were  diftinguiihed  by 
the  name  of  the  Prsetorian  provinces. 

'*  The  number  of  prsetors  varied  in  different  periods  of  the 
republic.  In  the  times  of  Cicero  this  magiftracy  was  com- 
pofed  of  eight  perfons  :  as  Cellarius  remarks  in  his  note 
upon  this  paffage. 

''  Every  annual  fet  of  praetors  were  diflingui{hed  by  col- 
leges, ftiled  the  ift,  2d,  3d,  Sec.  according  to  their  feveral 
femoves  from  the  current  year. 

6  Ccelius, 
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A.U.702.  Coelius,     and    Caius    Panfa,    tribunes    of   the 
people. 

In  the  debates  which  preceded  thefe  decrees, 
Pompey  let  fall  an  expreffion  that  was  much 
obferved,  and  gave  us  very  confident  hopes  of 
his  good  intentions.  "  He  could  not  without 
"  great  injuftice,  he  faid,  determine  any  thing 
"  in  relatioh  to  the  provinces  under  Cri?fir's 
"  command,  before  the  firfb  of  March :  but 
"  after  that  time,  he  allured  the  fenate,  he 
"  lliould  have  no  fort  of  fcrupk."  Being  alli- 
ed, "  what  if  a  negative  fhould  then  be  put 
"  "upon  a  decree  of  the  fenate  for  recalling 
"  Csefar  ?"  He  declared,  that  he  fhould  look 
upon  it  as  juil  the  fame  thing,  whether  Cfefar 
openly  refufed  to  obey  the  authority  of  the  fe- 
nate, or  fecretly  procured  fome  magiftrate  to 
obftrudt  their  decrees.  But  fuppofe,  faid  another 
member,  C^^far  fliould  purfue  his  pretenfions  to 
the  confulate  and  retain  his  command  abroad  at 
the  fame  time.  "  Suppofe,  replied  Pompey  with 
"  great  temper,  my  own  fon  fhould  lay  violent 
"  hands  upon  me  ?"  From  exprefilons  of  this 
kind  the  world  has  conceived  a  notion,  that  a 
rupture  will  undoubtedly  enfue  between  Pom- 
pey antl  Casfiu-.  I  am  of  opinion  however,  that 
the  latter  will  fubmit  to  one  of  thefe  tv>o  con* 
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dicions :  either  to  give  up  his  prcicnt  preten- A.u.702. 
fions  to  the  consulate  and  continue  in  Gaul ;  or 
to  quit  the  province,  provided  he  can  be  af- 
fured  of  his  ele6tion.  Curio  is  preparing  mod 
Ibrono;!/  to  oppofe  his  demands.  What  he  may 
be  able  to  cffefl,  I  know  not :  But  fure  I  am, 
that  a  man  who  a6ls  upon  luch  patriot  prin- 
ciples, mull  gain  honour  at  lead,  if  he  gain 
nothing  elfe.  lie  treats  me  upon  all  occafions 
with  great  generofity :  and  indeed  in  a  late 
inftance  has  been  more  liberal  than  I  could 
have  wifhed  ;  as  his  civility  has  drawn  upon  me 
a  trouble  which,  perhaps,  I  might  otherwife 
have  efcaped.  He  has  prefented  me  with  fome 
African  panthers  which  he  had  procured  for  his 
own  games  :  and  by  that  means  laid  me  under 
a  neccflity  of  making  ufe  of  them '".  I  muft 
therefore  remind  you  of  what  I  have  often 
mentioned  already,  and  intreat  you  to  {erA  me 
fome  of  thefe  animals  from  your  par:  of  the 
world  :  and  I  again  likewife  recomm.end  to  your 
care  the  bond  of  Sitius. 

I   jiave  had   occafion   to  c.ifpatch   my  treea- 

niun  Philo,    together  with  Diog:^ries   a  Greek, 

nto    your   province.      I   hop-?'  you  will  afford 

your  patronage  both   t''    ,       •.     nd  their  com- 

"  In  the  games  V'e  was  preparing  to  e;<iiibit  as  JEd'Ae. 

milTion : 
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A.U.702.  milTion  :  as  you  will  find  by  the  letter  they  are 
to  deliver  to  you  on  nay  part,  that  it  is  an  af- 
fair ^^  in  which  I  am  deeply  intereiled.  Fare- 
wel, 

LETTER    VIII. 
To    PuBLius  SiLius  ',  proprietor. 

YO  U  are  apprifed,  I  imagine,  of  the  friend- 
lliip  that  fubfilled  between  Titus  Pinnius 
and  myfelf.  He  has  fufficiently  declared  it 
indeed  by  ...his  will:  wherein  he  not  only  ap- 
pointed me  one  of  the  guardians  to  his  fon,  but 
left  me  the  contingent  reveirfion  alfo  of  his  eftate.; 
My  ward  (who  is  a  youth  of  uncommon  mo- 
defty  as  well  as  great  application  to  his  fcudies) 

**  This  affair  feems  to  be  explained  by  an  epiftle  to 
Atticus,  wherein  Cicero  mentions  the  receipt  of  a  very 
preffing  letter  fi-om  Ccelius  by  the  hands  of  his  freed-man. 
The  purport  of  it  appears  to  have  been,  to  follicit  Cicero 
to  levy  a  contribution  upon  his  province  towards  the  ex- 
pence  of  thofe  public  games,  which  Ccelius,  as  ^dile, 
was  obliged  to  exhibit.  This  oppreffive  tax  had  been  fre- 
quently raifed  by  the  governors  of  provinces,  in  favour  of 
their  friends  at  Rome  :  and  was  indeed  almoft  eftablifhed 
into  a  cuflom.  But  Cicero,  notwithllanding  he  feems  to 
have  had  a  fincere  affedion  for  Coslius,  would  by  no  means 
be  prevailed  upon  to  break  through  the  equitable  maxims 
of  his  admiriillration  :  and  with  great  integrity  refufed  his 
requeft.     M  Jji.  vi.  r.     Jd  f^  F.  1.  i.  N°.  9. 

He  was  at  this  time* propraetor,  or  governor,  of  Si- 
thynia  and  Pontus  in  Alia,  where  he  difcharged  the  pro- 
riacial  funaions  with  great  applaufe,     Jd  Jn.  vi.  8. 

has 
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has  a  very  confiderable  demand  upon  the  city  A.u,  70Z. 
of  Nic^a,  amounting  to  eight  millions  of  ki'- 
terces*:  and  the  corporation,  I  am  told,  are 
inclined  to  pay  off  part  of  this  fum  the  firft 
debt  they  Diall  difcharge.  Now,  as  not  only 
the  reft  of  the  truftees,  who  know  the  regard 
you  bear  me,  but  the  young  man  himfelf  is  per- 
fuaded  that  you  will  not  refufe  any  thing  to  my 
requefti  I  fhall  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  you 
for  employing  your  good  offices,  (as  far  I  mean 
as  may  be  confiftent  with  your  dignity  and  cha- 
rafter)  that  they  pay  off  as  large  a  proportion 
of  this  demand  as  poiTible.     Farewel. 

LETTER     IX. 

To  Marcus  Coelius,  Curule-^dile  ele6l. 

I  Congratulate  you  on  the  honourable  poll  you 
have  lately  obtained '',  and  on  the  profpedt 
-which  by  this  mean  is  opened  to  you  of  ad- 
vancing flill  higher  in  the  dignities  of  the  re- 
public. I  am  Ibmewhat  late,  I  confefs,  in  my 
compliments :  however  you  muft  not  impute  it 
to  any  intentional  negleft,  but  merely  to  my 
ignorance  of  what  palTes  at  Rome.  For  partly 
from  the  great  diftance  of  my  fituation,  and 
partly  from  thofe  banditti  which  infeil  the  roads, 

«  About  70jOoo/.  fterling,  *  The  ^diiefhip. 

it 
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A.U.702.  it  is  a  confiderable  time  before  1  can  receive  any 
intelligence  from  Italy.  And  now,  I  know  not 
"where  to  find  words  fufficiently  fcrong  to  give 
you  joy  upon  this  occafion,  or  to  exprefs  my 
thanks  for  your  having  thus  "  furniflied  me  (as 
"  you  termed  it  in  one  of  your  former  letters) 
"  with  a  fubJecSb  of  perpetual  ridicule."  When 
I  firft  received  the  news  of  your  vifbory,  I  could 
not  forbear  mimicking  a  certain  worthy  friend  of 
ours,  and  imitating  the  droll  figures  thole  gal- 
lant youths  exhibited,  of  whofe  intereft  he  had 
fo  confidently  boafted  ''.-^But  it  is  not  eafy  to 
give  you  in  defcription  a  compleat  idea  of  this 
my  humourous  fally.  I  muft  tell  you,  however, 
that  I  next  figured  you  to  myfelf,  and  ac- 
cofted  you,  as  if  prcfent,  in  the  words  of  the 
comic  poet : 

Far  lefSi  my  good  friend,  I  rejoice  at  your  deed. 
As  ei<:cetdi}ig  whatever  before  did  exceed, 
'Than  as  viounling  aloft  o'er  my  hopes  the  moji  high: 
Jnd  for  this^  "  By  niy  troth  'tis  amazing," 
/  cry. 

•*  A  mere  modern  reader  who  judges  of  pall:  ages,  by 
the  modes  that  prevail  in  his  own,  muft  undoubtedly  con- 
ceive a  very  low  opinion  of  CicsffO  from  the  account  which 
lie  here  gives  of  his  behaviour.  But  mimickry  was  noc 
efteemed  by  the  Roman?,  as  it  is  with  us,  a  talent  becom- 
ing only  a  comedian  or  a  buffoon.  On  the  contrary,  this 
/pccies  of  humour  was  thought  worthy  of  the  graveft  cha- 

Upon 
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Upon  which  I  broke  out  into  a  moll  immoderate  A.u.702. 
fit  of  laughter :  and  when  Tome  of  my  friends  re- 
proved my  mirth,  as  deviating  almoft  into  down- 
right folly  i  I  excufed  myfelf  by  the  old  verfe, 

ExceJJive  joy  is  not  exceeding  wife* 

In  Ihort,  whilft  I  ridiculed  this  noble  friend  of 
ours,  I  became  almoft  as  ridiculous  as  himfelf.— < 
But  you  fhall  hear  farther  upon  this  fubjed  an- 
other opportunity :  for  in  truth,  I  have  many 
things  to  fay  both  of  you  and  to  you,  whenever 
I  fliall  find  more  leifure  for  that  purpofe.  In  the 
mean  time  be  afilired,  my  dear  Coelius,  that  I 
fincerely  love  you.  I  confider  you  indeed  as  one 
whom  fortune  has  raifed  up  to  advance  my 
glory,  and  avenge  my  wrongs :  and  I  doubt  not, 
you  will  give  both  thofe  who  hate  and  thofe  who 
envy  me,  fulficient  reafon  to  repent  01  their  folly 
and  their  injuftice.     Farewel. 

rafters  even  upon  the  graveft  occafions :  and  it  was  prac- 
tifed  by  their  orators  as  well  as  recommended  by  their* 
rhetoricians,  as  a  quality,  under  certain  reftridlions,  of 
fingular  grace  and  efficacy  in  the  whole  bufincfs  of  public 
elo(juence.     Fid.  Ci(.  de  Qrat.  ii.  59,  60 *. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    X. 

To    PuBLius    SiLius,    Proprietor. 

A.u.  7C2.  "^T  OUR  good  offices  In  the  affair  of  Atilius, 
A  afford  me  an  additional  motive  for  giving 
you  my  affeition.  Late  indeed  as  I  applied  to 
you  in  his  behalf,  I  have  however,  by  your  ge-^ 
nerous  intervention,  preferved  a  moll  worthy 
Roman  knight  from  ruin.  The  truth  is,  I  al- 
ways looked  upon  my  friendfhip  with  Lamia, 
as  giving  me  a  claim  to  yours.  In  the  firit 
place  then  I  return  you  thanks  for  eafing  my 
mind  of  all  its  difquietude  with  refpeft  to  Ati- 
lius ;  and  in  the  next,  after  thus  acknowledging 
your  laft  favour,  I  have  the  affurance  to  requefl 
another :  and  it  is  a  favour  which  I  iliall  repay 
with  the  utmofl  returns  of  my  efleem  and  grati- 
tude. Let  me  intreat  you  then,  if  I  have  any 
ihare  in  your  heart,  to  allow  my  brother  an 
equal  enjoyment  of  the  fame  privilege  :  which 
will  be  adding  a  very  confiderable  obligation  to 
that  important  one  I  fo  lately  received  at  your 
hands.     Farewel, 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  XI. 

To  Appius  Pulcher- 

;Y  all  that  I  can  colleft  from  your  laft  ht-  A.U.7C 
ter,  this  will  find  you  in  the  fuburbs  -  of 
Rome.  But  though  the  impotent  calumnies  of 
thefe  paultry  provincials,  will  probably  be  Tub- 
fided  ere  this  reaches  your  hands ;  yet  I  think 
it  necelfary  to  return  Ibme  anfwer  to  the  long 
cpiflle  I  received  from  you  upon  that  fub- 
je6t :  dnd  1  fliall  do  fo  in  as  few  words  as 
poflible. 

As  to  the  accufatibn  contained  in  the 
two  firfl  paragraphs  of  your  letter  j  it  is 
conceived  in  fuch  vague  and  general  terms, 
that  it  is  impoITible  to  give  it  a  direct:  reply. 
The  whole  that  I  can  gather  from  it,  is,  that  I 
am  accufcd  of  having  difcovered  by  my  coun- 
tenance and  my  filence,  that  I  was  by  no  means 
your  friend  :    a  difcovery    which    I    made,    ic 

3  Appius  at  his  return  from  Cilicia,  demanded  a  triiimpR 
as  the  reward  of  his  military  exploits  in  that  province:  and 
accordingly  took  up  his  relidence  ivithoitt  the  city.  ^  P'or 
thofe  who  claimed  this  honour  were  not  admitted  within 
the  walls  of  Rome,  till  their  petition  was  either  granted  or 
rejecfled  ;  or  they  chofe  to  drop  it  themfelves.  The  lat- 
ter was  the  cafe  with  refpe£l  to  Appius  :  as  will  hereafter 
appear. 

B  b  2  feems, 
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A.U.702.  feems,  upon  fome  occafion  in  the  courts  of  ju- 
dicature,  and  likewife  at  certain  public  enter- 
tainments.    I  ann   very  fure,    there    is    not  the 
leaft  ground  for  this  imputation  :  but  as  you  do 
not  point  out  the  particular  inftances,  I  know 
not  in  what  manner  to  vindicate  myfelf  from 
the  charge.     This  however  I  moft  undoubtedly 
know ;  that  I  have  mentioned  you  upon  all  oc- 
eafions  both  public  and  private,  with  the  higheft 
applaufe,  and  with  the  warmefl  profelTions   of 
friendfliip.     As  to  the  affair  of  the  deputies  "< ; 
I  will   appeal   to  your   own   breaft   whether   I 
could  polnbly  have   aded  with  more   probity 
and  difcretion  than  to  leffen   the   expences  of 
thefe  impoverifhed  cities,  without  any  diminu- 
tion at  the  fame  time  of  thofe  honours  which  they 
propofed  to  pay  you  :  efpecially   as   it  was  in 

♦  •'  It  was  a  cullom  for  the  governors  of  provinces 
**  upon  their  retirement  from  their  government,  to  pro^ 
**  cure  ambafl'adors  to  be  fent  to  Rome  from  the  feveral 
•*  cities  under  their  jurifdiftion,  to  praife  the  integrity  and 
"  equity  of  their  adminiftration.  The  origin  of  this  cuftom 
**  was  undoubtedly  good,  and  in  fome  few  inftances  we 
*'  find,  that  it  was  undertaken  voluntarily  :  but  it  waa 
*'  generally  extorted  by  force,  and  a  great  burden  to  the 
*'  miferable  inhabitants,  who  perhaps  had  been  already 
•'  fleeced  by  the  rapine  and  plunder  of  that  very  perfon, 
•'  whofe  lenity  and  moderation  they  were  compelled  to  ex- 
*'  tol.  Appius  had  taken  care,  before  he  left  Cilicia,  to 
**  fecure  this  compliment  to  be  paid  to  himfelf,  though  as 
•'  undeferving  of  it,  as  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.  But  Ci- 
*'  cero,  who  fet  out  upon  a  more  frugal  plan  than  other 
•*  governors,  prevented  it,  out  of  compaffion  to  the  poverty 
**  and  indigence  of  the  province."    Mr.  Rcfs, 

compliance 
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compliance  with  their  own  immediate  requefl  ?  A.u.701. 
And  indeed  I  was  wholly  unappriied  of  the 
particular  purpofes  of  that  deputation,  which 
was  going  to  Rome  with  the  cuftomary  com- 
plimental  addrefs  to  the  fcnate  upon  your  ac-^ 
count.  When  I  was  at  Apamea  ',  fome  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  feveral  different  cities, 
complained  to  me  of  the  excefTive  appointments 
that  were  decreed  to  their  deputies  ;  alluring  me, 
that  their  refpedlive  communities  were  by  no 
means  in  a  condition  to  fupport  the  aflelTments 
levied  upon  them  for  that  purpofe.  This  fug- 
gefled  to  my  thoughts  various  reflexions  :  and 
I  imagined  that  a  man  of  your  refined  fenti- 
ments,  could  not  be  extremely  fond  of  honours 
of  this  unfubftantial  nature.  Accordingly  it 
was  at  Synnada,  I  think,  that  I  took  occafion 
to  fay  from  the  tribunal,  (and  I  expatiated  very 
largely  upon  the  fubjeft)  "  that  the  approved 
"  merit  of  Appius  was  fufficient,  without  the 
"  teftimony  of  the  Midenfians  (for  it  was  in  their 
^  city  ^  that  the  propofal  firft  arofe)  to  recom- 
*'  mend  him  to  the  efleem  of  the  fenate  and  the 

'  A  city  in  that  part  of  Phrygia  which  was  annexed  to 
Cicero's  province  :  as  was  Synnada,  likewife,  mentioned  a 
few  lines  below. 

*  A  town  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Synnada.  In  the  ori- 
ginal is  MyW^/i/f««  :  but  Quartier  has  given  good  reafons 
for  the  reading  here  followed. 

B  b  3  *'  Roman 
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A.u.  702.  "  Roman  people  i  that  I  had  often  indeed  feen 
inllances  of  this  kind  of  deputations,  but  did 
not  remember  they  were  ever  admitted  to  an 
audience  ;    that   however,    I   applauded   the 
gratitude  they  had  thus  lliewn  for  your  merit 
*^  towards    them,    but  thought   the   particular 
inftance  in  queflion  was  wholly  unneceflary ; 
that  if  any  of  them  were  willing  to  undertake 
this  commilTion  at  their  own  expence,  I  fhould 
highly   commend  their   zeal  j    and  I   would 
even  confent  it  jfhould  be  performed  at  the 
public  charge,  provided  they  did  not  exceed 
?^  a  reafonable  fum  :  but  beyond  that,  I  would 
^'  in  no  fort  give  my  permiffion." 

I  am  pcrfuaded  there  is  nothing  in  what  I 
tlius  laid,  that  can  poffibly  give  you  offence  • 
and  indpecl  your  principal  complaint  is  levelled, 
I  perceive,  againfl  my  edi6l  '^.  For  there  were 
fome,  it  feems,  who  thought  it  manifeflly  drawn 
up  with  a  view  of  preventing  thefe  legations.  I 
cannot  forbear  faying,  that  to  give  attention  to 
thefe  groundlefs  infinuations,  is  no  lefs  inju-. 
rious  to  me  than  to  be  author  of  them.  The 
truth  of  it  is,  I  fettled  this  edid:  before  I  left 
Rome  :  and  the  fingle  addition  that  I  made  to 
it  afterwards,  was  at  the  inftance  of  the  farmers 

'  The   nature   of  thefe   proconfular  edifts  has  already 
been  explained  in  rem.  7.  p.  338.  of  this  vol. 

10  of 
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of  the  revenues  :  who  when  they  met  me  at^-^'L^'; 
Samos  ^,  defired  I  would  tranfcribe  a  paragraph 
out  of  vour  edict  and  infert  it  into  mine.  It 
was  that  article  which  reftrains  the  public  ex- 
pences,  and  contains  feveral  new  and  very  falu- 
tary  regulations,  which  I  greatly  approved. 
But  as  to  that  particuliir  feftion  which  gave 
rife,  I  find,  to  the  fufpicion  that  I  framed  it 
with  a  defign  of  ftriking  at  you  j  it  is  copied 
entirely  from  the  old  precedents.  I  was  not,  in- 
lieedj  fo  abfurd  as  to  think  (what  I  perceive  you 
imagine)  that  fome  private  affair  was  concerned 
in  this  deputation  j  well  knowing  that  it  was 
fent  from  a  public  body  in  relation  to  your  pub- 
lic charader,  and  addreffed  to  that  great  coun- 
cil of  the  whole  world,  the  fenate  of .  Rome. 
Nor  did  I,  (as  you  obje6t,)  when  I  prohibited 
any  perfon  from  going  out  of  the  province  with- 
out my  permiffion,  exclude  all  thofe  from  the 
pofTibility  of  obtaining  that  leave,  who  could 
not  follow  me  to  the  camp  and  beyond  Mount 
Taurus  :  an  imputation,  I  mufl  needs  fay,  the 
moil  ridiculous  of  any  in  your  whole  letter. 
For  where,  let  me  afk,  was  the  neceflity  that 
any  perfon  fhould  follow  me  for  this  purpofe  to 

'  An  ifland  near  the  coaft  of  Ionia,  lying  oppofite  to 
the  city  of  Ephefus.     Cicero  touched  at  this   ifland  in  his 

ypyage  to  the  province. 

B  b  4  the 
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A.U.702.  the  c^mp,  or  beyond  Mount  Taurus  j  when  I 
regulated  my  journey  from  Laodicea  to  Ico- 
niura  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  all  the  magiftrates 
and  deputies  of  the  feveral  cities  in  that  diftri<5^ 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting  me? 
They  could  not  therefore  be  under  the  difficulty 
you  charge  me  with  having  thrown  in  their  way, 
unlefs-they  had  taken  up  the  defign  of  going  to 
Rome  after  my  having  paffed  Mount  Taurus  ; 
which  moft  undoubtedly  was  not  the  cafe.  For 
during  my  ftay  at  Apamea,  Synnada,  Philo^ 
melum  ',  and  Iconiumj  all  affairs  of  that  nature 
were  entirely  fettled. 

I  muft  farther  affure  you,  that  I  decreed 
nothing  concerning  the  abating  or  abolilhing 
the  appointments  of  the  deputies,  but  at  the 
exprefs  rcquell  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
feveral  cities  :  And  their  view  was,,  to  pre- 
vent any  unneceffary  exactions  that  were  occa- 
fioned  by  the  farming  of  the  fubfidies  impofed 
for  this  purpofe,  and  railing  them  in  that  cruel 
method  of  capitation,  with  v^^hich  you  are  fo 
well  acquainted.  Compaffion  indeed  as  well  as 
juftice  inclined  me  to  eafe  the  calamities  of  thefe 
unhappy  cities,  opprelTed  as  they  chiefly  were 

9  A  city  in  Phrygia  Major,  fituated  on  the  frontiers  tOr. 
wards  Galatia.  The  fituation  of  the  other  cities  mentioned 
in  this  place,  has  already  been  occafionally  noted  ai  they 
pccurre^  in  the  preceding  letters, 

*  t>7 
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by  their  own  magiftrates  ' :  and  when  I  was  a.u.  701. 
engaged  in  a  defign  of  that  nature,  I  could  not 
poflibly  overlook  an  expence,  which  appeared 
fo  extremely  fuperfluous  as  that  of  the  appoint- 
ments of  thefe  deputies.  It  was  but  a  piece  of 
juftice  therefore  due  to  me,  not  to  have  liftened 
to  any  idle  tales  that  might  be  related  to  you 
upon  this  fubjeft.  But  if  it  fhould  prove,  after 
all,  that  you  attribute  to  the  reports  of  others, 
what  in  truth  receive  their  rife  merely  from 
your  own  fufpicions ;  you  certainly  make  ufe  of 
a  fort  of  figure  which  the  language  of  friend- 
(hip  will  by  no  means  authorife.  Had  it  ever 
indeed  been  my  defign  to  derogate  from  your 
reputation  in  the  province,  I  fhould  fcarce  have 
a<5led  in  the  manner  I  did.  I  fhould  not  have 
referred  it  to  your  fon-in-law  at  Rome,  to 
your  Freedman  at  Brundifium,  and  to  the  com- 
mander of  your  artillery  when  I  faw  him  at  Cor- 
cyra,    to  name  the  place  which   they  thought 

'  It  appears  from  the  letters  to  Atticus,  to  whom  It  was 
that  the  grievances  of  thefe  unhappy  cities  were  principally 
owing.  Their  own  magiflrates,  it  is  true,  had  fonie  Ihare 
in  them  :  but  their  chief  opprelTor  was  Appius  himfelf.  The 
defolation  he  had  brought  upon  this  plundered  province 
was  fo  dreadful,  that  one  would  rather  imagine,  fays  Ci- 
cero, fome  favage  moniler  had  been  let  loole  upon  them, 
than  that  they  had  been  trufted  to  the  care  of  any  human 
creature.  And  in  another  letter  he  tells  Atticus,  that  he 
had  fufficient  employment  in  applying  remedies  to  thofe 
wounds  which  had  been  given  to  this  province  by  his  prc- 
(deceflbr.    Ad  An.  v.  16,  17. 

would 
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A.tJ.  702.  would  be  moft  agreeable  to  you  for  our  meet- 
ing. In  fliort,  I  wifli  you  would  remember  the 
maxim  which  thofe  great  authors  have  laid  down, 
who  have  written  fo  excellently  upon  friendfhip ; 
that  "  to  accufe  and  to  defend  are  terms  which 
*^  ought  for  ever  to  be  banifhed  from  intercourfes 
"  of  this  amicable  kind." 

But  do  you  imagine  that  I  have  had  no  op- 
portunities of  liftening,  in  my  turn,  to  accufa- 
tions  of  the  fame  nature  againft  yourfelf  ?  Was 
it  never  told  me,  do  you  think,  that  after  you 
had  appointed  me  to  meet  you  at  Laodicea,  you 
retired  beyond  Mount  Taurus  .?  That  at  the 
very  time  I  was  employed  in  my  juridical  office 
at  Apamea,  Synnada,  and  '  Philomelum,  you 
took  the  liberty  to  exercife  the  fame  authority 
at  Tarfus  ?  But  I  forbear  to  enter  farther  into 
thefe  particulars,  that  I  may  not  follow  your  ex- 
ample in  the  very  inftance  of  which  I  am  com- 
plaining. This  hov/ever,  I  will  fay  (and  I  fay  it 
with  great  fincerity)  that  if  you  are  really  perfuad- 
ed  of  the  truth  of  thefe  reports ;  you  do  me  much 
injuflice  :  and  you  are  not  entirely  without  re- 
proach, if  you  only  fuffered  them  to  be  related 
to  you.  The  truth  is,  it  will  appear  that  I  have 
adled  towards  you  in  one  uniform  tenor  of  friend- 
fliip.  And  let  thofe  who  impute  artifice  tq  me, 
fay,  whether  it  is  probable,   that  after  haying 

paid 
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paid  the  utmofl  attention  to  your  intcreH  during  A.u.yos. 
your  abfence  from  Rome,  and  at  a  time  when 
I  had  not  the  lead  expectation  of  its  ever  being 
in  your  power  to  return  me  the  fame  favour ;  I 
fliould  give  you  jufl  reafon  to  abandon  me  now 
that  I  have  fo  many  occafions  for  your  good  of- 
iices.     I  muft  however  acknowledge,  that  there 
is  one  article  wherein  I  may  not  perhaps  have 
regulated  myfelf  altogether  agreeably  to  your 
inclinations.     I  am  fenfible  you  would  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  any  liberties  that  fhould  be  taken 
with  the  charafters  of  thofe  who  a6led  in  office 
under  you  :  and  I  will  own  that  I  have  heard 
very   unfavourable   reprefentations   of  fome   of 
them.     But  I  muft  add,  that  no  perfons  were 
ever   mentioned    upon    this    occafion,    or    any 
greater  irregularities  laid  to  their  charge,  than 
thofe  wjiich  your  friend  Clodius  himfplf  named 
to  me  when   I  faw  him  at  Corcyra:    who  la- 
mented, I  remember,  that  you  had  been  fome 
fufFerer  in  your  reputation  by  the  male-praftices 
of  thofe  officers  \     Reports  of  this  kind   (and 

*  A  particular  inftance  of  the  cruelty  of  one  of  thefe 
officers  under  Appius,  is  mentioned  in  the  letters  to  Atti- 
cus.  Scaptius,  who  commanded  a  troop  of  horfe  in  Cyprus, 
furrounded  their  fenate  with  his  forces  in  order  to  compel 
them,  it  is  probable,  to  comply  with  fome  unjuft  demands, 
and  kept  them  thus  bcfieged  till  five  of  the  members  pc- 
rifhed  with  hunger.  When  the  government  of  this  province 
came  into  the  hands  of  Cicero,  the  Cyprians,  as  their 
illand  lay  within  his  jurifdifticn,  petitioned  that  thefe  troops 

many 
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A.U.yoa.  many  fuch  indeed  there  are)  I  never  in  the  leaft 
encouraged :  but  I  will  frankly  acknowledge 
iikewife,  that  I  never  greatly  endeavoured  to 
reprefs  them ;  well  perfuaded  as  I  am,  that  they 
can  in  no  fort  affed  your  own  charader. 

Whoever  attempts  to  perfuade  you,  that  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  perfed  reconcilement  be- 
tween friends  whofe  affedions  have  once  been  ali- 
enated ;  difcovers  the  perfidy  of  his  own  heart, 
inllead  of  proving  the  diflimulation  of  mine :  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  is  evident  he  has  not  a  worfe 
opinion  of  my  fincerity,  than  he  muft  neceflarily 
entertain  of  yours.  But  if  any  man  has  taken 
offence  at  the  meafures  I  purfue  in  my  govern- 
ment, as  not  exadly  coinciding  with  yours ;  I 

might  be  withdrawn  :  and  he  very  humanely  complied  with 
their  requeft.     He  relieved  them  Iikewife,  as  well  as  other 
cities  under  his  government,  from  the  immoderate  intereft 
which  they  paid   for   the  money  which  their  neceffities  had 
obliged  them  to   borrow  in  Rome  ;  reducing  it  from  4  per 
Cent,  paid  monthly,  to  one  per  Cent.     This  equitable  re- 
dudion   very   confiderably   afFedled  Brutus,  who  was  con- 
cerned in  thefe  loans  :  and  he  feems  to  have  complained  of 
it  to  Atticus.   But  notwithftanding  the  latter  ftrongly  preffed 
Cicero  to   favour  Brutus  in  this  affair,  and  Brutus  himfelf 
Iikewife  had  written  to  Cicero  for   the  fame  purpofe  ;  yet 
he  refolutely  withftood  their  united  folicitations.  "IfBru- 
**  tus,  fays  he,  refents  my  conduft   upon   this   occafion,  I 
*'  fhall  be  forry  :  but  much  more  fo,  to  find  him  a  different 
**  man  from  what  I  always  thought  him,"     And  if  Cicero, 
I  will  add,  had  fpoken  and  afted  upon  every  other  occa- 
fion with  the  fame  fpirlt   and  integrity,  as  he  certainly  did 
in  the  prefent  ;  he  would  have  merited  all  the  encomiums 
which  the  warmell  of  his  admirers  could  have  bellowed , 
AdAtt^  vi.  I,  2, 
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am  perfeftly  unconcerned  at  the  lofs  of  his  friend-  a.u.  70s. 
Ihip.     To  fay  tnith,  we  have  both  afted  in  the 
manner  we  ought,  tho' we  have  not  both  followed 
the  fame  plan.     The  inftances  you  gave  of  your 
diffufive  liberality,  in  this  province,  were  fuitable 
to  a  man  of  your  quality.    Tho'  indeed  even  you 
yourfelf  were  obliged  the  laft  year,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  calamities  of  the  feafon,  a  little  to 
reftrain  the  munificence  of  your  natural  difpofi- 
tion.     But  if  mine,  on  the  contrary,  flows  in  a 
fomewhat  more  limited  channel;  let  not  thofe 
to   whom   the    benefit   of  that    ftream  has  not 
reached,  wonder  that  I  rather  choofe  they  fliould 
fuffer  from  the  necefTary  reflridtions  of  my  boun- 
ty, than  that  /  fhould  from  thejuft  reproaches 
of  my  confcience.     I  have  ever  indeed  been  ex- 
tremely referved  in  difpenfing  largefies  at  an- 
other's coft :  as  I  cannot  but  be  fenfibly  affected 
with  diftrefles  that  extend  thcmfelves  throughout 
a  whole  community. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  account  you 
gave  me  of  affairs  at  Rome  ;  and  particularly 
for  the  afTurance  of  your  faithfully  executing  all 
my  requefts.  What  I  principally  recommend 
to  your  care  is,  that  neither  the  bufinefs  nor  the 
period  of  my  adminiftration  may  be  enlarg- 
ed.    To   this   end,    I   beg   you    would   intreat 

our 
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A.U.7C2.  our  common  friend  and  '  collegue  Hortenfiu*, 
that  if  ever  he  was  difpofed  to  comply  with  my 
inclinations,  he  would  not  perfift  in  my  conti- 
nuing two  years  in  this  government  :  than 
which  he  cannot  do  me  a  more  unfriendly 
office. 

As  to  the  infomiatlon  you  defire  concerning 
my  ov.'n  motions  j  I  marched  from  Tarfus  in 
my  way  to  Amanus  on  the  7th  of  Oflober,  and, 
I  write  this  the  day  following,  from  my  camp 
in  the  plains  of  Mopfuhefta  ^  If  any  action 
fliould  happen,  I  fhali  not  fail  of  giving  you  no- 
tice :  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  enclofmg  a 
letter  to  you  whenever  I  fend  one  to  my  family. 
With  relpedl  to  the  Parthians  whom  you  inquii-e 
^fter  ;  I  am  perfuaded  that  none  ever  appeared* 
Thev  were  only  a  troop  of  Arabians,  armed 
after  the  Parthian  manner.  But  thefe,  it  is  faid, 
are  all  returned  home  :  and  I  am  aiTured  there  is 
now  no  appearance  of  an  enemy  in  Syria. 

I  intreat  you  to  write  to  me  as  often  as  pof- 
fible,  not  only  as  to  what  regards  your  own  and 
my  private  affairs,  but  as  to  thofe  likewife  of 
the  republic.     I  am  more  than  ordinarily  indeed 

5  In  the  Augural  College. 

♦  A  city  in  Cilicia,  ruuated  upon  the  banks  of  the  river 
Pyramus. 

folicitous 
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folicitous   concerning  the  latter,    as  I    find   byA.u.70i. 
your  letter,  that  Pompey  is  going  into  Spain  \ 
Farewel- 


LETTER    XII. 
To  PuBLius  SiLius,  Proprretor. 

I  Did  not  imagine  I  Hiould  ever  have  found 
myfclf  at  a  lofs  for  expreflions  :  yet  at  a  lofs, 
believe  me,  I  ann,  to  recommend  Marcus  Las- 
nius  to  you  in  the  terms  he  deferves.  I  muft 
content  myfelf  therefore  with  explaining  the 
bufinefs  of  this  letter  in  few  words  :  but  in 
fuch  however  as  may  render  you  fufficiently  ^<::n- 
fible  of  my  inclinations.  It  is  incredible  how 
great  an  efteem  both  my  dearell  brother  and 
myfelf  entertain  for  Laenius  :  an  efleem,  which 
is  founded,  not  only  on  the  many  good  offices 
he  has  conferred  upon  us,  but  on  the  exalted 
integrity  of  his  heart,  and  the  fmgular  modefly 
with  which  all  his  virtues  are  accompanied. 
It  was  with  the  utmofl  regret,  therefore,  that  I 
confenied  to  part  with  him  :  as  I  receive  much 

s  The  government  of  Spain  had  been  renewed  to  Pom- 
pey for  five  years  at  the  end  of  his  confulate  in  t!ie  pre- 
ceding year  :  whic'i  province  however,  he  adminillered  b/ 
his  lieutenants,  whilll  he  himfclfiUU  continued  in  Rome. 
Dio,  xli.  p.  148. 

advantage 
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A.u.  702.' advantage  from  his  counfels  as  well  as  great' 
entertainment  from  his  company.  But  if  I 
fhould  expatiate  any  farther  in  his  praife,  will 
you  not  think  thatj  far  from  wanting  words  as 
I  juft  now  complained,  I  have  employed  more 
than  are  neceflary  ?  To  be  fhort  then ;  I  recom- 
mend L^nius  to  your  protedlion  with  all  that 
warmth  which  you  muil  be  fenfible  I  ought, 
after  what  I  have  here  faid.  Let  me  earnellly 
intreat  you  to  expedite  the  bufinefs  which  has 
called  him  into  your  province,  and  to  favour 
him  likewife  with  your  advice  in  the  conduct  of 
it.  You  will  find  him,  be  afTured,  a  man  of 
a  moll  generous  and  well-natured  difpofition : 
for  which  reafon  I  beg  you  would  fend  him 
back  to  us  with  the  fatisfa6lion  of  having  fi- 
nifhed  his  affairs  by  your  means,  as  foon  as 
pofTible,  Your  compliance  with  this  rec^u^ 
will  extremely  oblige  both  my  brother  and 
myfelf.    Farewcl, 


tut^ 
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LETTER     XIII. 
To  Marcus  Coelius,  Curule-i^dile  elcfl'. 

IWifa  you  would  inquire  the  reafon  that  your  A.u.--- 
letters  mifcarry :  for  I  cannot  be  induced  to  ^  "~~ 
think  that  you  have  not  once  written  to  me  fince 
your  eleftion  \  I  am  periliaded,  on  the  contra- 
ry, that  you  would  not  have  omitted  to  commu- 
nicate a  piece  of  news  I  fo  much  wifhed  with  re- 
gard to  yourfelf,  and  fo  little  expeded  in  rela- 
tion to  Hirrus.  The  truth  however  is,  that  I 
have  not  heard  from  you  fince  that  glorious  and 
joyful  event:  which  gives  me  fome  uneafinefs, 
left  my  letters  Hiould  have  had  no  better  iuc- 
cefs  in  finding  their  way  to  your  hand.  But 
be  affured  I  have  never  written  to  my  family 
without  accompanying  m.y  packet  with  a  letter 
for  you :  as  indeed  there  is  no  man  whom  I 
more  fincerely  and  tenderly  value. — But  to  turn 
to  the  principal  purpofe  of  this  epiflle. — Your 
wilh  has  fucceeded :  and  I  have  jull:  had  em- 
ployment enough  of  the  military  kind  to  entitle 
me  to  a  triumph.  You  were  under  fome  ap- 
prehenfions,    I  perceive,   about   the  Parrhians, 

*  Into  the  office  of  iEdilc. 
Vol.  I,  C  c  as 
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A.U.  702.  as  being  diffident  of  my  forces.  I  mufl  ac- 
quaint you  then,  that  having  received  advice 
that  the  Parthians  had  committed  hoftilities,  I 
took  the  advantage  of  fome  defiles  and  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains  to  lead  my  army,  fup- 
ported  by  a  tolerable  number  of  auxiliaries,  to 
Amanus.  The  reputation  of  my  name  was  of 
fome  benefit  to  me  likewife  in  my  march :  for 
you  cannot  imagine  of  what  importance  it  is  m 
places  of  this  kind,  to  have  the  populace  afk^ 
Is  this  the  con  fid  that  faved  Rome?  Is  this  he  that 
was  Jo  honoured  by  the  fenate?  together  with 
other  queflions  of  the  fame  import  which  I  need 
not  add.  When  I  approached  to  Amanus,  a 
mountain  which  feparates  Cilicia  from  Syria,  I 
had  the  fatisfadion  to  hear  that  CafTius  ^  had 
obliged  the"'%nemy  to  abandon  the  fiege  of  An- 
tiocheas  and  that  Bibulus  had  taken  upon  him- 
felf  the  command  of  the  province.  However^ 
I  employed  my  army  in  harrafTing  the  Amani- 
cnfes,  our  eternal  enemies :  and  having  put  many 
of  them,  to  the  fword,  as  well  as  taken  a  great 
number  of  prifoners,  and  entirely  difperfed  the 
refl,  I  furprifed  and  burnt  fome  of  their  for- 

*  He  was  lieutenant  to  CrafTus  in  Syria,  after  whofc 
death  the  command  of  the  province  devolved  upon  him, 
till  Bibulus,  who  was  appointed  fuccelTor  to  CrafTus,  arri- 
ved. A  more  particular  account  will  be  given  of  him  in  the 
faither  progrels  of  thefe  remarks. 

trefles.- 
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trefTes.  Having  thus  obtained  a  complete  vie-  a.u.  70^ 
tory,  I  was  faluted  with  the  title  of  Imperator, 
by  the  whole  army,  at  Iffus  '  :  the  very  place, 
(as  your  favourite  hiftorian  Clitarchus  ^  has  often, 
I  have  heard  you  fay,  informed  you)  where 
Alexander  defeated  Darius.  From  thence  I 
marched  into  the  mofl  infefted  parts  of  Cili- 
cia,  where  I  am  now  before  PindenelTum : 
a  city  of  great  flrength,  and  which  I  have 
already  been  battering  above  thcfe  three  weeks. 
The  garrifon  makes  a  mofl  obilinate  and  vigo- 
rous defence :  fo  that  nothing  feems  wanting  to 
complete  the  glory  I  fhall  here  obtain,  but  that 
the  name  of  this  place  were  lefs  obfciire.  If  I 
fhould  make  myfelf  mafter  of  it,  (as  I  truft  I 
Hiall)  I  will  fend  an  immediate  exprefs  to  the 
fenate.  In  the  mean  timiC  I  have  given  you  this 
general  account  of  my  operations,  to  let  you 
fee  there  is  fome 'foundation  to  hope  that  your 
good  wilhes  will  take  effeft.  But  to  return 
to  the  Parthians.  This  fammer's  campaign 
has  proved,  you  find,  tolerably  fbccefsful :  I 
am  in  great  pain  however  for  trie  next.  Let 
me  intreat  you  therefore,  my  dear  friend, 
to  endeavour    that   a    fucCelTor   be    appointed 

'  A  City  which  Hood  on  thfe  frontiers  bf  Cilida  and 
Syria. 

®  A  Greek  hiftorian,  who  attended  Alexander  ift  h'J 
Periian  expedition. 

Gc  a  ^ 
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A^.^oi.  to  my  government :  but  if  that  ihould  prove  a 
matter  of  too  much  difficulty,  (as  you  intimate 
in- one  of  your  letters,  and  as  I  am  myfelf  incli- 
ned to  fufpeft)  be  careful  at  leail  to  guard 
againfl;  what  may  eafily  be  prevented ;  I  mean 
the  prolongation  of  my  refidence. 

I  expedt  from  your  letters,  (as  I  mentioned 
in  one  of  my  former)  not  merely  an  account 
of  what  is  at  prefent  going  forward  in  the  re- 
public, but  a  clear  profpe£t  alfo  of  what  is  likely 
to  happen.  For  which  purpofe  I  intreat  you  to 
inform  me  fully  of  every  thing  that  concerns  the 
public.     Farewel. 


LETTER      XIV. 

Marcus  Coelius  to  Cicero, 

WE  '  have  received  an  exprefs  from  Caius 
CaHius,  and  another  from  Deiotarus, 
which  greatly  alarm  us.  The  former  writes 
that  the  Parthian  army  has  paffed  the  Euphrates  : 
and  the  latter,  that  they  are  adlually  marching 
towards  your  province,  by  the  way  of  Comma- 
gene.     As  I  well  know  how  ill  provided  you 

9  This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written,  before  any  of 
Cicero's  dilpatches  concerr.irig  the  Parchians,  had  reached 
Rome  ;  and  confe^uently  before  CceUu*  had  received  the 
preceding  ephlle. 

i  o  arr 
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are  with  troops ;  the  principal  concern  I  feel  A.u.  702. 
from  this  invafion  with  refpe<fl  to  you,  is  left 
you  fliould  be  a  lofer  by  it  in  point  of  reputa- 
tion. Had  you  been  better  prepared  indeed,  to 
receive  the  encrny,  1  fhould  have  been  in  great 
pain  for  your  life  :  but  as  the  very  fmall  num- 
ber of  your  forces  will  incline  you,  I  imagine, 
rather  to  think  of  a  retreat  than  an  engagement; 
I  am  only  anxious  concerning  your  honour.  For 
how  far  the  world  may  confider  the  neceffity  of 
the  cafe,  and  approve  of  your  thus  declining  a 
battle,  is  a  point,  I  confefs,  which  gives  me 
much  uneafy  refieftion.  In  Ihort,  I  Ihall  be 
in  continual  anxiety  till  I  hear  of  your  arrival 
-in  Italy.  In  the  mean  time,  this  news  of  the 
Parthians,  has  occafioned  a  variety  of  fpecula- 
tions.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  Pompey  ought 
to  be  fent  to  oppofe  them  :  and  others,  that  it 
is  by  no  means  convenient  he  Ihould  leave 
Rome,  A  third  party  is  for  affigning  this  expe- 
dition to  Csefar  and  his  army;  whilft  a  fourth 
names  the  confuls  '  as  the  moft  proper  perfons  to 
be  employed.  But  all  agree,  however,  in  being 
filent  as  to  any  decree  of  the  fenate  for  placing 
this  command  in  private  hands  *.     The  confulsj 

*  Marcus  Marcellus,  and  Servius  Sulpicius. 
J*  That  is,  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were  not  In^-eflcd 
^iih  fgme  public  command. 


C  C  3 


ill 
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A.u.  701.  in  the  apprehenfion  that  they  fhall  either  be 
nominated  to  a  commifTion  which  they  do  not 
reliih,  or  fufFer  the  difgrace  of  its  being  given 
from  them,  forbear  to  convene  the  fenate :  and 
by  this  mean  incur  the  cenfure  of  negledling 
the  public  intereft.  But  whether  indolence  or 
pufillanimity  be  the  real  motive  of  their  declin- 
ing the  conduct  of  this  warj  it  is  concealed 
.  under  the  fpecious  appearance  however  of  mor 
defty. 

As  we  have  received  no  courier  from  you,  it 
was  fufpecled,  till  the  difpatch  from  Deiotarus 
arrived,  that  the  whole  was  an  invention  of 
CaiTius,  who,  it  was  thought,  in  order  to  co- 
ver his  own  rapine,  had  fuffered  a  parcel  of 
Arabs  to  make  an  incurfion  into  the  province, 
and  then  reprefented  them  to  the  fenate  as  a 
.formidable  body  of  Parthians.  Whatever  there- 
fore may  be  the  true  ftate  of  the  affair,  let  me 
perfuade  you  to  be  extremely  circumfpeft  in 
giving  a  faithful  and  accurate  account  of  it  to 
the  fenate  :  that  you  may  neither  be  reproached 
with  magnifying  matters  in  order  to  gratify  the 
private  purpofes  of  Caflius,  .nor  with  concealing 
any  thing  which  may  be  of  importance  for  the 
public  to  know. 

It  is  now  the  i8th  of  November:  and  as  we 
are  advanced  thus  far  towards  the  end  of  the 

year^ 
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year,  I  do  not  fee  that  any  thing  can  be  done  in  A.u.701. 
this  affair  before  the  firft  of  January  *.  For  you  """^^ 
know  how  flow  and  inadtive  Marcellus  is  upon 
all  occafions,  and  are  no  ftranger  to  the  dilatory 
difpofition  of  SulpijCius.  You  will  eafily  judge 
therefore  what  is  to  be  expefted  from  tv/o 
men  of  this  unperforming  call :  and  that  they 
who  ufually  aft  with  fo  much  coldnefs,  as  to 
make  one  doubt  their  inclinations  even  in  points 
they  really  defire  to  efFe<5t,  will  not  be  very  warm 
in  forwarding  a  bufinefs  from  which  they  are  cer- 
tainly averfe. 

If  the  Parthian  war  fliould  become  a  ferious 
matter,  the  new  magiflrates  will  be  engaged  for 
the  firll  two  or  three  months  of  their  ofiice,  ir^ 
adjufting  the  proper  meafures  to  be  taken  in 
this  conjun6ture.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it 
fhould  appear  to  oe  an  invafion  of  no  conle- 
quence,  or  fuch  at  leail  that  with  the  fupply  of 
a  few  additional  troops  may  eafdy  be  repelled  by 
you  and  the  other  proconfuls  already  in  thofc 
provinces,  or  by  your  fucceflbrsi  Curio,  I  fore- 
fee,  will  begin  to  play  his  double  game  :  that 
is,  he  will  in  the  firft  place  attempt  to  weaken 
the  authority  of  Ca^far  *  i  and  in  the  next  en- 

^  When  the  confuls  eleft  entered  upon  the  adminiflratlon 
of  their  office. 

_  *  Curio  had  not  as  yet  pulled  off"  the  mafk,  and  declared 
himfelf  openly  in  favour  of  Caefar, 

C  c  4  deavour 
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A  iT.703.deavour  to  throw  fome  little  advantages  on  the 
fide  of  Pompey.  As  for  Paulus  ',  he  declares 
moft  vehemently  againll  fuffering  C^far  to 
continue  in  Gaul :  and  our  fiiend  Furnius  is 
the  only  tribune  whom  I  fufpedb  of  obflrucling 
his  meafures  for  that  purpofe.  You  may  de- 
pend upon  thefe  articles  as  certain :  but  beyond 
thefe  I  cannot  with  any  allvirance  pronounce. 
Time  indeed  may  produce  much  j  as  many 
fchemcs  I  know  are  concerted  :  but  they  all 
turn  upon  the  points  I  have  already  fpecified. — 
I  forgot  to  mention^,  that  Curio  defigns  to 
make  an  attempt  to  procure  a  divifion  of  the 
lands  in  Campania  *.  It  is  pretended  that  Csfar 
does  not  concern  himfclf  in  this  matter  :  certain, 
hovyever,  it  is,  that  Pompey  is  very  defirous  of 
having  the  diftribution  fettled  before  Cv-cfar'a 
return,  that  he  may  be  precluded  from  applying 
them  to  his  own  purpofes. 

As  to  what  concerns  your  leaving  the  pro- 
vince, I  dare  not  promife  that  you  fhall  be  re^ 

*  One  of  the  confuls  eleft.     See  rem.  6.  p.  324.  of  this 
vol. 

*  Cxfar  when  he  was  conful,  an.  urb.  694.  had  procu- 
red a  law  for  the  diftribution  of  thefe  lands  :  and  part  of 
them  had  aflually  been  diftributed  accordingly.  The  re- 
maining part  was  what  Curio  had  in  his  view  :  which  were 
to  be  purchafed  of  the  private  pofleiTors  with  the  public 
money,  and  parcelled  out  amongft  the  poor  citizens  in  the 
fame  manner  as  thofe  had  been  which  were  already  divided. 
See  rem.  13.  p.  165.  of  this  voh  Hd.  etiam  Manut,  in  ep^ 
Fam,  i.  9. 

lieved 
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lleved  by  a  fucceffor  :  but  you  may  rely  upon  A.u.  705 
my  endeavouring  all  I  can  that  your  adminiftra- 
tlon  fliall  not  be  prolonged.  Whether  you  will 
think  proper  to  remain  in  your  government, 
if  affairs  fhould  be  fo  circumilanced  as  to  ren- 
der it  indecent  for  me  to  oppofe  any  decree  of 
the  fenate  for  that  purpofe ;  depends  upon  your- 
felf  to  determine :  as  it  does  upon  me  to  re- 
member, how  v/armly  you  made  it  your  requeft 
when  we  parted,  that  I  would  prevent  any  fucb 
fcfolution  from  being  taken.     Farewel, 

LETTER      XV. 

To   PuBLius  SiLius,  proprietor. 

IT  was  with  the  warmeft  and  mofl  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  your  favours,  that  my 
friend  Nero  affured  me,  you  have  diftinguifhed 
him  with  every  honour  in  your  power.  You 
may  depend  upon  the  moft  efficacious  inflances 
of  his  friendfhip  in  return  :  as  there  is  not  a  man 
in  the  world,  of  a  more  grateful  and  generous 
difpofition.  You  have  conferred  at  the  fame 
time,  a  very  fingular  obligation  upon  myfelf : 
for  I  know  not  any  man  amongfl  all  our  no- 
bility who  ftands  higher  in  my  efteem  and  af- 
fection.    Your  good  offices  to  him  thereforo^ 

in 
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A.u.  707..in  the  following  inftances  wherein  he  defired  I 
would  particularly  requefl  them,  will  be  highly 
agreeable  to  me.  In  the  firft  place,  I  beg  you 
to  defer  the  affair  of  Paufaniss,  an  inhabitant 
of  Alibanda,  till  Nero  arrives  in  your  province : 
and  as  this  is  a  point  in  which  I  perceive  he  is 
■exceedingly  follicitous,  it  is  with  a  proportion- 
able degree  of  zeal  that  I  intreat  yo\:r  compli- 
ance. The  next  favour  I  am  to  afk  is,  your 
particular  protection  for  the  citizens  of  Nyfa. 
Nero  is  greatly  attached  to  the  intereft  of  this 
corporation :  and  I  hope  you  will  fhew  them 
that  nothing  can  be  more  to  their  advantage 
than  his  patronage,  I  have  frequently  had  oc- 
cafion  of  recommending  Strabo  Servilius  to 
you  :  but  I  renew  my  applications  with  fo  much 
the  moi-e  ardor,  as  Nero  takes  a  Ihare  in  his 
concerns.  We  jointly  then  intreat  you  to  fettle 
his  affair,  and  not  leave  an  innocent  man  to  be  a 
prey,  perhaps,  to  one  who  may  fucceed  to  your 
government  with  a  turn  of  mind  far  different 
from  that  generofity  which  diftinguiihes  yours. 
This  will  be  ading  in  a  manner  highly  agreeable 
to  myfelf,  and  fuitably  at  the  fame  time  to  your 
ufual  humanity.  In  a  word,  the  purport  of 
my  prefent  application  amounts  to  this;  that 
you  would  lipon  all  occafions  continue  to  dif- 
tinguifh  Nero  with  your  moft  peculiar  regard. 

The 
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The  truth  is,  your  province  has  in  this  refpecl  A.u.  70^ 
greatly  the  advantage  over  mine,  as  it  affords 
you  full  fcope  of  doing  honour  to  fo  noble,  fo 
ingenious,  and  fo  virtuous  a  youth.  Your  per- 
feverance  in  the  fame  generous  offices  with 
which  you  have  thus  far  afiifled  my  friend, 
will  give  him  an  opportunity  of  confirming  and 
ftrengthening  thofe  illuftrious  clientihips  which 
have  been  delivered  down  to  him  from  his  an- 
ceftors.  And  let  me  add,  that  it  will  be  placing 
your,  favours  with  great  judgment  in  refpefl  to 
Nero,  as  well  as  bellowing  them  in  the  moft 
obliging  manner  likewife  with  regard  to  myfelf, 
Farewel. 


LETTER      XVI. 
To  C  u  R I  o,   tribune  of  the  people. 

THE  congratulations  of  a  friend  are  not 
ufually  confidered  as  too  late^  if  they  are 
paid  as  early  as  poiTible:  my  great  diilance 
therefore  from  Rome,  together  with  the  flow 
progrefs  with  which  news  travels  into  this  cor- 
ner of  the  world,  v/ill  excufe  me  for  not  fooner 
fending  you  mine.  But  I  now  fincerely  give 
them  you:  and  mofl  ardently  wifh  that  you 
may   obtain  immortal   honour  by  your   admi- 

niftration 
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A.U.702.  niftration  of  the  tribunate.  To  this  cndj  \ 
muft  exhort  you  not  to  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be 
turned  afide  from  your  natural  bias,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  fentiments  and  advice  of  others : 
on  the  contrary,  let  me  intreat  you  to  be  dire6fc- 
ed  in  your  ministry  by  the  faithful  light  of  your 
own  fuperior  wifdom.  No  man  indeed  is  capa- 
ble of  giving  you  more  prudent  counfels,  than 
will  arife  from  the  fuggeftions  of  your  own 
good-fenfe  :  and  believe  me,  you  can  never  be 
mifguided  fo  long  as  you  purfue  the  honeft  dic- 
tates of  your  uninfluenced  judgment.  I  fay  not 
this  inconfiderately ;  but  as  perfeAly-well  know- 
ing the  genius  and  principles  of  him  to  whom 
I  am  addreffing  myfclf.  Yes,  my  friend,  I  can 
never  be  apprehenfive  tha.t  you  will  acfl  either 
weakly,  or  irrefolutcly,  whilfl  you  fupport 
the  meafures  your  heart  approves.  It  was  nei- 
ther chance,  nor  ignorance  that  led  you  to  fol- 
Jlcit  this  magiflracy  in  fo  important  a  crifis.  It 
was  a  deliberate  and  well  confidered  refolutipn 
that  engaged  you  in  this  defign ;  and  you  were 
perfe6lly  fenfible  of  the  great  and  general  con- 
fufion  in  which  the  commonwealth  is  involved, 
together  with  the  utter  incertainty  in  what  man- 
ner thefe  our  unhappy  divifions  will  finally  be 
terminated.  You  freqiiently  reflecl,  I  doub;t 
not,  on  the  vain,  the  treacherous,  and  the  pli- 
ant 
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ant  difpofitions  of  the  prefent  generation.  To  A.U.70*. 
repeat  then  what  I  juft  now  mentioned  :  let  me 
conjure  you  fledfaftly  to  perfevere  in  your  old 
principles ;  to  confiilt  the  didates  of  your  own 
breall;  and  faithfully  to  comply  with  its  wife 
and  worthy  admonitions.  Hardly,  perhaps,  is 
any  man  more  qualified  than  yourfelf  to  direft 
the  conduft  of  others:  none,  I  am  fure,  to 
fleer  your  own.  Good  Gods  1  Why  am  I  thus 
prevented  from  being  a  witnefs  of  your  glo- 
rious actions,  and  an  affociate  in  your  patriot 
defigns  ?  The  latter,  I  am  perfuaded,  you  are 
far  from  wanting :  however,  the  ftrength  and 
warmth  of  my  afFeftion,  might  poffibly  render 
the  conjunflion  of  my  counfels  with  yoursj  not 
altogether  unprofitable. 

You  will  hear  from  me  again  very  foon :  as 
I  purpofe  in  a  few  days  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  the 
fenate  with  a  particular  account  of  the  fuccefs 
of  my  arms  during  the  iaft  fummer's  campaign. 
In  the  mean  time,  you  will  perceive  by  the 
.l9tter  which  I  delivered  to  your  freed-man 
Thrafo,  with  what  zealous  pains  I  have  follicited 
your  eledion  to  the  pontifical  dignity:  am 
deflion,  indeed,  that  will  be  attended  with 
much  difficulty.  I  conjure  you  in  return,  ray 
•dear  Curio,  not  to  fufrer  this  my  very  troubie- 
fonpie  provincial   adminiftration   to   be  length- 

cntd 
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A.U.702.  ened  out  beyond  the  iifual  period  :  and  I  intreat 
^^^-^^^^^It  by  all  the  ftrong  and  tender  ties  of  oiir 
mutual  frieridfhip.  When  I  firfl  made  this 
requeft  to  you  in  perfon^  and  feveral  tim.es  after- 
wards repeated  it  by  letter,  I  had  not  the  leaft 
■  imagination  of  your  being  tribune.  I  then  in- 
deed only  intreated  your  good  offices  as  an 
illuftrious  fenator,  and  as  one  who  ftood  high 
in  the  favour  and  efteem  of  every  Roman.  But 
I  now  apply  to  Curio,  not  only  as  my  noble 
friend,  but  as  a  powerful  tribune.  I  do  not 
delire,  however,  (what  indeed  would  be  more 
difficult  to  obtain^  that  any  thing  unufual  Ihould 
be  decreed  in  my  favour  :  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  you  would  fupport  that  decree  and  main- 
tain thofe  laws  by  which  I  was  appointed  to  this 
government.  In  a  word,  my  fmgle  and  moft 
earnefb  requeft  is»  that  the  terms  upon  which  I 
fet  out  for  this  province  may  not  be  changed. 
Far^weL 


L  E  t^ 
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LETTER    XVII. 

To   T  H  E  R  M  u  s,    Proprretor. 

1  Found  you  perfectly  well  inclined  to  employ  a.u.  j&t, 
every  good  office  in  your  power  for  my  lieu- 
tenant Marcus  Anneius,  when  I  mentioned  his 
affair  to  you  at  Ephefus.  However,  as  my 
affection  will  not  fuffer  me  to  omit  any  circum.- 
ftance  which  may  tend  to  his  advantage  ;  I 
write  to  you  in  the  belief  that  this  letter  will 
confiderably  add  to  the  favourable  difpofition  in 
which  you  already  ftand  towards  him.  He 
has  long  enjoyed  a  Ihare  in  my  friendfhip  :  as 
indeed  I  have  fufficiently  fhewn  the  good  opi- 
nion I  entertain  of  him,  by  having  appointed 
him  my  lieutenant  in  preference  to  fo  many 
■others,  who  follicited  for  that  office.  The  war 
in  which  I  was  foon  afterwards  engaged,  gav^e 
me  occafion  of  experiencing  his  military  abili- 
ties :  and  the  prudence,  the  courage  and  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  executed  his  commiffion, 
together  with  the  extraordinary  marks  he  gave 
mc  of  his  aff^edion,  have  raifed  him  to  the 
higheft  poffible  degree  of  my  efteem.  I  in-' 
formed  you  at  Ephefus,  that  there  were  fome 
points  in  controverfy  between  him  and  the  city 

I  -01 
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A.u.  702.  of  Sardis  ^ :    the  particulars  of  which  you  will 
beft  learn  when  the  caiife  fhall  come  before  you. 
And,   here,  I   rliuft  confefs,  I  have  been  long 
debating  with  myfelf  what  I  Ihould  farther  fay 
to  you.     The  world  univerfally  acknowledges 
and   admires   your  impartial  adminiflration   of 
juilice :    and  my  friend's  claim  is  fo  well-found- 
ed as  to  require  no  other  protedion  than  that  of 
your  ufuai  equity.      However,  as  I  am  fenfible 
of  the  great  authority  which  naturally  attends 
the  Pi"S2torian  office,  efpecially  where  it  is  exer- 
cifed  with  fo  much  honour,  lenity,  and  wifdom-, 
as  are  wtII  known  to  cliftinguifh  your  admini- 
flration ,-  I  intreat  you   to  exert  that  influence 
in  fuch  a  manner  upon  this  occafion,  as  may 
convince  Annelus  that  you  are  his  friend.     He 
is  already    indeed  perfuadcd  that  you   are  fo  : 
and  has  often  mentioned  you  to  me  in  that  cha- 
racter.    Neverthelefs,  i  cannot  forbear  conjuring 
you,  by  thofe  reciprocal  good  offices  which  have 
equally  paffcd  between  us,  to  let  him  fee  that 
this  letter  has  rendered  you  ftill  more  inclined 
to  ferve  him.     Be  affiired,  the  whole  extent  of 
your  provincial  power  cannot  fupply  you  with 
an  opportunity  of  more  cffeclually  obliging  me. 
It  is  unneceflfary  I  Ihould  add,  that  you  cannot 
better  djfpofe  of  your  favours,  than  by  conferring 

them. 
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them  on  Anneiiis :  and  I  am  perfuaded  you  IiaveA.u.  7 
too  high  an  opinion  of  his  merit  and  gratitude 
to  entertain  the  lead  doubt  upon  that  article, 
Farewel. 


LETTER      XVIII. 

To     VOLUMNIUS  ^ 

THE  familiar  manner  in  which  your  letter 
to  me  was  addrefled,  tho'  extremely  a- 
greeable  indeed  to  the  intimacy  that  fubfifts  be- 
tween us,  made  me  at  firft  doubt  whether  it  did 
not  come  from  my  very  good  friend  your  name- 
fake  the  fenator.  But  I  foon  found  by  that  lively 
and  elegant  humour  with  which  it  was  diftinguifh- 
ed,  that  it  could  be  the  produce  of  no  other  hand 
than  yours.  I  was  exceedingly  pleafed  with  it 
in  every  refpe<5t,  but  that  I  perceived  you  had  not 
fufficiently  difcharged  your  truft,  and  defended 

'  The  perfon  to  whom  this  letter  is  addrefied  was  a  Ro- 
man knight,  extremely  admired  for  his  wit  and  pleafantry. 
It  was  this  quality,  it  is  probable,  that  recommended  him 
to  Antony,  with  whom  he  appears  to  have  been  in  fome 
credit :  as  he  was  likewife  employed  by  him  in  the  civil 
v/ars.  Atticiis  alfo  was  in  the  number  of  Volumnius's 
friends  :  and  after  the  battle  of  Modena,  when  Antony's 
faftion  was  fuppofed  to  be  irrecoverably  ruined,  he  generoully 
protected  him  from  the  violences  of  the  fuccefsful  party. 
Ad  Att.  XV.  8.  Corn.  Nep.  ?«  'uit.  Attki, 

Vol.  I.  D  d  the 
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A.U.  702.  the  credit  of  my  pofTefTions  as  a  wit.  For  you  tell 
^"-^  '  me,  that  fince  I  left  Rome,  every  paltry  joke, 
even  thofe  of  the  dull  Sextius  himfelf,  is  placed  to 
my  account.  And  did  you  fufFer  your  friend  to 
be  thus  difhonoured,  without  heroically  ftanding 
forth  in  vindication  of  his  genius  ?  I  was  in 
hopes,  th^t  my  wit  was  ftamped  with  fuch  diftin- 
guilliing  marks  as  to  prevent  the  pofTibility  of 
its  being  miflaken.  But  it  feems  there  is  fuch  a 
general  depravation  of  tafte  in  Rome,  that  no 
mean's  conceits  are  fo  execrably  vile,  as  not  to 
meet  with  admirers.  As  you  value  my  repu- 
tation then,  aflfert  boldly  that  every  low  thing 
which  is  repeated  of  this  fort,  is  none  of  mine. 
And  unlefs  it  be  fome  fmart  pun,  or  elegant  hy- 
perbole, fome  ftriking  paragram  %  or  fome  arch 
and  unexpefted  turn  *  j  in  a  word,  unlefs  it  anfwers 

9  The  hyperbole  is  a  figure  of  fpeech  by  which  any 
thing  is  extravagantly  magnified  or  diminiflied  beyond  the 
truth  ;  as  a  paragram  is  a  fpecics  of  the  pun,  which  con- 
fifls  in  changing  the  initial  letters  of  a  name.  It  would  be 
needlefs  to  produce  any  example  in  explanation  of  the  for- 
mer :  and  an  inftance  of  the  latter  kind  will  occur  to  every 
Englifli  reader  iu  the  well  known  reply  which  Cromwell 
made  to  the  judges,  when  they  reminded  him  of  Magna 
C/jaria. 

^  Of  this  kind  is  v/hat  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  once 
faid  to  a  noble  Earl  :  Mj  Lord,  you  •voill  certainly  be  damned. 
H01U,  my  Lord!  returned  the  Earl  with  fome  warmth.  Nay, 
replied  the  Duke,  there'' s  no  help  for  it :  for  it  is  pofti-vely 
faid,  Cut  fed  is  he  ofiKihom  all  tiien  fpeak  'well,  Tatler,  vol.  i* 
N°.  17. 

the 


Book  IV.      OF     CICERO.  403 

the   charafter   of  true  humour  ^  ?.z  defcribed  inA.u.7o». 
my  dialogue  on  oratory,  I  defire  you  would  do 

*  Cicero  in  the  treatife  to  which  he  here  refers,  intro- 
duces one  of  his  fpeakers  as  pointing  out  the  principal 
fources  of  oratorical  humour:  among  wliich  he  makes  very 
honourable  mention  of  the  pun.  There  is  fcarce  an  author 
indeed  of  any  note  among  the  antients,  that  has  not  in  feme 
part  or  other  of  his  writings,  tried  his  genius  at  a  conceit : 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  there  is  one  in  particular  which 
runs  thro'  almoll  the  whole  fet  of  Roman  Claflics.  Tii5 
firft  that  appears  to  have  ftarted  it,  is  that  venerable  cenfor, 
Cato  the  elder :  who  in  a  grave  fpeech  recorded  by  Livy, 
taking  notice  of  thofe  fine  llatues  that  had  been  lately  tranf- 
ported  into  Italy,  after  the  conquell  of  Greece,  exprefTes 
his  concern,  ne  illcs  magis  res  rios  ceperint,  quam  nos  illas, 
Horace  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  this  witticifm,  that  he  has 
tranfplanted  it  into  one  of  his  epiftles ; 

Gnscla  captaferum  'viSionm  cepit,  et  artes 
Intulit  agrejii  Latio. 

And  even  "the  majeflic  Virgil  could  not  fecure  hiiiifelf  from 
the  infeftion  of  this  contagious  ambiguity: 

Num  Capti  potuere  Capi  ? 

a  quibble,  which  was  afterwards  taken  up  by  Quintus  Cur- 
tius  :  tho'  it  feems  to  be  fomewhat  damaged  in  paiTing  thro' 
his  hands  :  plures  capti'vi,  (fays  that  hiftorian,  fpeaking  of 
one  of  Alexander's  victories)  quam  qui  caperent,  erant. 
When  it  is  confidered  how  early  this  fpecies  of  falfe  wit  ap- 
peared in  the  world;  with  what  difficulty  it  has  been  fub- 
dued  %  that  fome  of  the  bell  writers  have  not  been  able  en- 
tirely to  abftain  from  it  j  and  that  it  was  the  favourite  of  ^o 
unqueftionable  a  genius  as  Cicero  ;  one  cannot  forbear  think- 
ing with  the  inimitable  Mr.  Addifon,  "  that  the  feeds  of 
"  punning  are  in  the  minds  of  all  men."  It  is  the  bulinefs 
therefore  of  critlcifm  to  root  out  a  weed,  which  the  bell  as 
well  as  the  woril  foil,  it  feems,  is  fo  ftrongly  difpofed  to 
produce  :  as  it  cannot  fpread  without  checking  the  nobler 
growth  of  true  wit  and  juft  imagination.  Cic.  de  orat.  ii, 
38.  Li'v.  xjcxiv.  4.  Hor.  ep.  ii.  l.  157.  .Virg.JEn.  vii.  295. 
S^int.  Cur,  v.  13.     AddiJ'm  Sped.  i.  N".  61, 

D  d  s  me 
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A.U.  7oi.  mc  the  favour  moft  vehemently  to  fwear,  that 
mine  you  are  confident  it  is  not.  With  regard 
to  thofe  little  pretenders  to  eloquence,  of  whom 
you  complain,  as  having  ufurped  my  place  in  the 
Forum  ;  I  am  much  lefs  concerned.  Fare  it  as 
it  may  with  plaintiffs  and  defendants  of  every 
kind,  I  am  nothing  diilurbed  :  no  not  tho'  the 
worthlefs  Selius  himfelf  fliould  be  deemed  elo- 
quent enough  to  perfuade  the  world,  that  he  is 
not  an  arrant  Have.  But  in  the  article  of  wit, 
my  friend — there  indeed  I  am  much  too  jealous 
not  to  aflert  my  prerogative.  It  is  an  article 
however;,  in  which  I  ftand  in  fear  of  no  other 
competitor  but  yourfelf:  for  your  pretenfions, 
doubtlefs,  are  formidable.  Yet  when  I  fay  this, 
you  will  modeftly  fufpeft,  perhaps,  that  I  am 
banterinsi :  and  who  but  mufl  own  that  Volum- 

O 

nius  is  a  man  of  penetration  ?  To  fpeak  ferioufly  : 
a  moft  agreeable  and  lively  vein  of  wit  runs 
throuG-hout  vour  whole  letter.  I  will  confefs, 
however,  that  what  you  micntion  concerning  our 
friend  ^,  tho'  you  reprefented  it  in  a  very  drole 
lisht,  did  not  once  niake  me  fmile.  It  is  much 
my  defire,  I  muft  own,  that  he  fliould  conduct 
himfelf  thro'  his  tribunitial  office  with  dignity ; 
not  only  for  his  own  fake,  as  you  know  he  is  a 
man   I  value ;  but  for  the  fake  likewife  of  my 

*  This  feems  to  allude  to  Curio. 

coun- 
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country:  which,  however  ill  it  has  treated  me,  I  A.u. 702. 
fliall  never  ceafe  to  love. 

And  now,  my  dear  Volumnius,  I   hope  you 
will  continue  the  agreeable  correlpondence  you 
have  begun,  and  give  me   frequent  accounts  of 
affairs  both  private  and  public  :  for  be  affured, 
your  letters  are  extremely  pleafing  to   me.     I 
intreat  you,  likewife,  to  endeavour  to  gain  Do- 
labella  intirely  to  my  interefts,  by  confirming 
him  in  that   amicable    difpofition  towards   me, 
which,  I  know,  he  is  inclined  to  entertain.    Not 
that  I  fufpeft  he  wants  any  applications  of  this 
fort :  but,  as  I  am  very  defirous  to  make  him 
my  friend,  it  Js  a  point,  I  think,  that  cannot  be 
too  much  laboured.     Farewel. 


Dd  3  L  E  T- 
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LETTER      XIX. 

To   Crassipes  ^ 

A,u.  702.  y  Took  occafion  before  I  left  RomC;,  of  recom- 
A  mending  the  Eithynia  ^  company  -to  you  in 
the  ftrongeil  terms  I  was  able :  and  I  had  the 
pleafure  to  find  you  perfedly  well  difpofed, 
not  only  fi-om  my  inflances,  but  your  own  in^ 
clinationr-j  to  do  them  all  the  good  offices  in 
your  power.  However,  as  thofe  who  are  con- 
cerned in  the  affairs  of  this  fociety,  think  it  may 
be  to  their  advantage  that  I  fhould  thus  repeat 
my  affurances  of  the  regard  I  bear  them ;  I  make 
no  difficulty  of  yielding  to  their  folicitations. 
Be  well  'perfuaded  then,  that  I  have  evei"  been 
defirous  of  rendering  to  this  whole  order 
in  general,  my  bed  fervices  :  to  which  in- 
deed the  important  obligations  they  have  con- 
ferred upon  me,  give  them  an  undoubted  right. 
But  my  attachments  are  more  particularly 
ftrong   to   that   branch   of  them  concerned  in 

'  He  was  Qua^flor  in  Bithynia  :  and  probably  at  the 
fame  time  when  P.  Siliiis  was  governor  of  that  province: 
See  rem.  1.  p.  366.  of  this  vol. 

■^  The  revenues  of  the  republic  arifing  from  the  foreign 
provinces  were  farmed  by  the  Roman  knights ;  who  were 
divided  into  feveral  companies  diftinguiflied  by  the  name 
of  the  particular  province  whofe  taxes  they  rented.  See 
rem.  53-  p.  204.  of  this  vol, 

3  t^^e 


Book  IV.       of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  407 

the  finances  of  Bithynia  :  as  this  company,  fron:i  A.u.  70; 
the  rank  and  chara6ler  of  its  members,  forms 
one  of  the  moft  confiderable  bodies  in  the  whole 
republic.     It  is  compofed  indeed  out  of  all  the 
other  companies,  and  happens  to  confifl  of  feve- 
ral  of  my  moft  intimate  friends.    In  this  number 
their  governor  Publius  Rupilius  holds  the  prin- 
cipal rank :  the  moft  important  part  of  whole 
funftion  is  concerned  in  my  prefent  addrefs.    I 
make  it  then  my  earneft  requeft  (and  it  is  a  requeft 
you  may  very  eafily  comply  with)  that  you  aflift 
and  proted  their  agent  Pupius  in  difcharging  his 
fervices  to  the  fatisfaction  of  the  company  :  and 
in  general,  that  you  would  promote  their  intereft 
by  all  thofe  means  which,  I  well  know,  are  in 
the  power  of  a  Quasftor.     Your  compliance  in 
this  inftance  will  greatly  oblige  me  :  and  I  will 
add  too,  what  I  can  affirm  from  my  own  experi- 
ence,   that  you  cannot  confer  your  good  ofiices 
upon  a  fociety  that  v/ill  more  gratefully  remem- 
t?er  them.     Fare  we  U 


D  d  4  I.  E  T- 
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LETTER      XX. 
To   PuBLius  SiLiySj    ProprcTtor. 


A.U.70Z.  "FJUBLIUS  Terentius  Hifpo^  who  is  dcpu- 
X      ty- receiver-general  of  the  cuftoms   arifing 
from  pafture    and    cattle  in   your  province,   is 
a   perfon   for  whom  I   have  a  very   particular 
friendfliip  :    as   indeed   many   important   good 
offices  have  mutually  pafTed  between  us.     The 
fettling  his  accounts  with  the  feveral  cities  un- 
der  his    department   which   yet   remain   unad- 
jufted,  is   a   point   wherein  his    charader,  you 
are  fenfible,  is  greatly  concerned.     This   I  at- 
tempted in  his   behalf  with  regard  to  the   in- 
habitants   of    Ephefus  ;     but   my  attempts,    I 
mull    confefs,    proved    unfuccefsful.     It  is    the 
general    opinion    of    the   world  however,    ancj 
what  I    am    firmly  affured  of  myfelf,  that    the 
juftice  and  clemency  of  your  adminiftration  has 
gained  you  fuch  an   afcendant  over  the  people 
of  Greece,  that  you  may  eafily  obtain  of  therq 
any  thing  you  fhall  requefV.     I  intreat  you  then 
to  employ  your  interell  with  them  in  favour  of 
Hifpo  :  and   I  aP.^  it  as  a  point  in  which  my 
honour  is  peculiarly  concerned.    The  truth  is, 
not  only  the  whole  company  in  this  branch  of 
the  revenues  has  placed   itfelf  under  my  pro- 

tedion. 
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tedtion,    but  I  have  particular  intimacies  with  A.u.  702. 
many  of  its  members.     Your  compliance  there- 
fore with  my  requeft  will  ftrengthen  my  inter- 
eft   with  this  fociety  in  general,  and  will  alfo 
give  me  the  fatisfadlion  and  credit  of  having 
obtained  your  good  offices  for  my  friend.     To 
this  I   will  add,  that  you  may  depend  on  re- 
ceiving great  complacency  both'  from  the  grate- 
ful   returns   of  Hifpo    in   particular,    and  from 
the  intereft  you  will  eftablilh  with  this  illuftri- 
ous   company    in   general.     You    will   likewife 
oblige  me  in  a  moft  fenfible  manner :   for  be  af- 
fured,  the   whole   extent   of  your   government 
cannot  fupply  you  with  an  opportunity  of  ren- 
dering me  a  more  acceptable  feryice.   Farewel. 


LET- 
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O    F 

Marcus  Tullius  Cicero 

T    O 

Several  of  his  Friends, 

r       ■ — ■ — '■ 

BOOK      V. 

>  '  ■■  ■  - 

LETTER      I. 

To  Marcus  Cato\ 


T 


HE   great   authority    you   bear   in   theA.U.703. 
republic,  together  with  the  high  efteem 
I   have   ever   entertained   for  your   un- 


'  This  illuftrious  Roman  was  great-grand- fon  to  Marcus 
Cato  the  Cenfor :  to  whom  he  was  no  lefs  allied  in  virtue 
than  in  blood.  He  had  all  his  merit  indeed,  without  any 
of  his  failings :    and  with  the  fame  determined  inflexibi- 

common 
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A,u.  703.  common  virtues,  make  me  look  upon  it  as  a 
point  of  much   confequence   to  me,    that  you 

lity  in  his  public  conduft,  he  was  far  more  amiable  in  the 
common  intercourfes  of  private  life.  Perhaps  a  character 
eqaally  perfcit,  is  no  where  to  be  found  in  the  whole  annalj 
of  profane  hiflory ;  and  it  may  well  be  queftioned  whether 
iuman  philofophy  ever  produced  either  before,  or  fince,  fo 
truly  great  and  good  a  man.  It  is  a  juft  obfervation  of 
Seneca ;  magtmm  rem  putUy  unum  hominem  agere  :  and  it  is 
this  uncommon  confiltency  of  aftion  that  marks  the  charac- 
ter of  Cato  with  its  moft  diftinguifhing  beauty.  All  the 
parts  of  his  condud:  accord  with  each  other,  and  are  th'e 
regular  refult  of  one  fteady  and  invariable  principle  : 

—  P atria — impendere  iiitam  ; 
Necjibi,  fed  toti  genitum  fe  credere  mundo. 

This  was  the  glorious  objeft  of  his  ambition  from  his  firft  ap- 
pearance in  the  world,  to  the  lail  moment  of  his  life  :  and  he 
undauntedly  purfued  it  thro'  all  the  various  infults  and  op- 
pofition  that  Csfar,  CrafTus,  and  Pompey,  could  contrive  to 
traverfe  and  perplex  his  way.  He  refolutely  indeed  oppofed. 
the  progrefs  of  their  power,  in  every  ftep  of  its  unconlHtu- 
tional  advancement ;  and  with  a  mofl:  confummate  prudence, 
perpetually  forewarned  his  countrymen  of  thofe  calamities 
which  they  afterwards  experienced.  Cicero,  neverthelefs, 
has  faid  (and  it  has  been  often  repeated  after  him)  that  there 
was  more  of  probity,  than  of  prudence  in  Cato's  politics ; 
and  particularly  inftances  his  treatment  of  the  Roman 
knights  in  a  very  nice  cafe  wherein  they  petitioned  the  fc- 
nate  for  redrefs.  See  rem.  9.  p.  114.  of  this  vol.  Perhaps 
Cato's  firmnefs  in  this  article,  cannot  be  juftiiied:  but  cer- 
tainly it  would  not  be  reafonable  to  pronounce  from  a 
particular  article,  that  he  did  not  in  the  general  tenor  of  his 
public  adlions  difcover  great  abilities.  Cicero  fpeaks  of 
them,  'tis  true,  upon  other  occafions  alfo,  with  fonve  di- 
jminution  :  but  it  is  no  wonder  he  fhould  reprefent  that  con- 
duct as  injudicious,  which  was  almoll  in  every  refped  the 
very  reverfe  of  his  own.  One  cannot  eafily  indeed  believe 
that  Cato's  talents  were  unequal  to  his  virtues,  u'hen  one 
confiders  the  perpetual  jealoiify  with  which  he  was  looked 
upon  by  the  firfl  triumvirate  ;  the  violent  meafures  they 
employed  to  prevent  his  being  eledled  prsetor  j  and  that 

llioukl 
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il-iould  be  apprifed  of  the  fuccefs  of  my  arms ;  AaJ.joSj 
of  the  difintereiled  proteaion  I  have  given  to  our 
allies  ;  and  of  the  integrity  of  my  adminiftra- 
tion  in  general.  And  I  doubt  not  when  you 
iliail  be  informed  of  thefe  feveral  articles,  I 
ihall  find  the  lefs  difficulty  in  perfuading  you 
to  comply  with  the  requeft  I  am  going  to 
make. 

I  arrived  in  this  province  on  the  laft  of  July : 
and  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  rendered  it  necef- 
fary  for  -me  to  haften  to  the  army,  I  continued 
only  two  days  at  Laodicea,  four  at  Apamea, 
three  at  Synnad^e,  and  as  many  at  Philome- 
lum.  I  found  great  numbers  of  people  af- 
fembled  in  thefe  feveral  towns  in  expeftation  of 
my  arrival :  and  during  my  flay  in  each,  I  re- 
lieved many  cities  from  the  opprefTive  taxes  they 
laboured  under,  reduced  the  exorbitant  interefl 
they  paid  for  the  money  they  had  been  obliged  to 
borrow,  and  difcharged  them  from  the  unjuit  de- 
mands of  their  ufurious  creditors.     Before  I  ar- 

they  would  never  fufFer  him  to  attain  the'confular  office. 
Integrity  under  the  diretSlion  of  much  inferior  abilities,  could 
not,  furely,  have  been  thus  formidable  ;  efpecially  in  an 
age  the  moft  venal  and  unprincipled  that  ever  darkened  the 
annals  of  human  corruption.  But  whatever  may  be  deter- 
mined as  to  the  nieafure  of  his  intelledtual  qualities ;  he 
unqueftionably  pofTefled  the  patriot  virtues  in  their  higheft 
perfcftion  :  and  (as  a  noble  author  juftly  obferves)  *'  if  he 
**  could  not  fave,  he  prolonged  the  life  of  liberty."  P/ut. 
in  Hiit.  Caton.  $e»ec.  ep.  120.  Liican.  ii.  382.  J.d  Att.  i.  18. 
II.  5.  ^et,  on  the fpirit  of  fatriotifm,  p.  35. 

■   *  rived 


414  The    LETTERS     Book  V, 

A.U.  703.  rived  In  my  government,  a  mutiny  had  arifen 
in  the  army,  and  the  foldiers  had  difperfed  them- 
felves  into  different  parts  of  the  province  :  five 
cohorts  in  particular  were  retired  to  Philome- 
lum,  without  a  fingle  officer  to  command 
them.  I  therefore  ordered  my  lieutenant  An- 
neius  to  conduft  thefe  fcattered  regiments  to 
the  main  body  in  Lycaonia,  and  to  alTemble  the 
whole  army  at  Iconium  :  where  I  direfted  him 
to  encamp.  Thefe  orders  he  very  diligently 
executed  :  and  I  joined  the  troops  on  the  26th 
of  Augufl.  In  the  interval  I  employed  myfelf, 
agreeably  to  the  injun6lions  of  the  fenate,  in 
raifing  a  flrong  body  of  Evocati  *,  together  with 
a  proper  number  of  cavalry,  as  alfo  in  alTem- 
bling  thofe  auxiliary  forces  which  the  free  as 
well  as  regal  ftates  in  alliance  with  the  republic, 
had  voluntarily  offered  me.  As  foon  as  the 
junction  of  all  the  troops  was  completed,  I  re- 
viewed the  whole  army :  and  on  the  30th  of 
Auguil  we  began  to  move. towards  Cilicia.  In 
the  mean  time,  envoys  from  the  king  of  Com- 
magfene  arrived  with  a  very  confufed  indeedj 
but  however  as  it  appeared  afterwards,  a  very 
true,  account,  that  the  Parthians  had  invaded 
Syria.  This  news  greatly  alarmed  me,  not  on- 
ly for  the  danger  to  which  that  province,  but 

*  See  remark  i.  on  letter  3.  book  iv. 

my 


Book  V.      of    C  I  C  E  R  O.  415 

my  own,  was  expofed :  and  which  threatened  like-  A.u.  70J. 
wife  all  Afia  in  general.     I  thought  it  advifeable        ^ 
therefore  to  lead  my  troops  thro'  that  part  of 
Cappadocia  which  borders  on  Cilicia.     If  indeed 
I  had  marched  diredly  into  Cilicia,  I  could  eafi- 
ly  have  protefted  that  diilrid  of  my  province 
from  any  invafion  on  the  fide  of  Syria  :  as  it 
cannot  be  entered  from  thence  without  traverf- 
ing  Mount  Amanus,  over  which  there  are  only 
two  narrow  defiles  that  might  be  defended  by  a 
very  fmall  force.     In  fhort,  nothing  can  be  more 
impregnable  than  Cilicia  is  from  that  quarter, 
by  the  fortifications  with  which  nature  has  fe- 
cured  it.     But  my  chief  concern  v/as  for  Cap- 
padocia, which  lies  entirely  open  towards  Syria  : 
and  befides,  there  are  feveral  little  kingdoms  in 
its  neighbourhood,  which  tho'  in  friendihip  with 
the  Romans,  yet  dare  not  openly  ad  againft  the 
Parthians.     Thefe  confiderations    therefore  de- 
termined me  to  lie  with  my  army  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Cappadocia  :  and  accordingly  I  encamp- 
ed at  Cybiflra,  a  tov/n  fituated  not   far  from 
Mount  Taurus.     By   thefe  means  I   was   in  a 
condition  of  proteding  Cilicia,  at  the  fame  time 
that,  by  poffeflTing  myfelf  of  Cappadocia,  I  pre- 
vented the  contiguous  ftates  from  entering  into 
any  meafures  to  our  prejudice. 

Whilft 
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A.u.  703.  Whilft  affairs  were  in  this  commotion,  and 
there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  a  general  war  5 
King  Deiotarus  fent  an  EmbaiTy  to  my  camp 
with  an  offer  of  joining  me  with  all  his  forces, 
I  was  extremely  fenfible  of  this  inftance  of  his 
zeal  and  friendfhip :  and  immediately  returned 
him  a  letter  of  acknowledgments,  with  my 
prefling  exhortations  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
would  haften  his  march.  I  cannot  but  obferve 
upon  this  occafion,  that  Deiotarus  juftly  merits 
thofe  peculiar  marks  of  favour  and  efteem,  with 
which  both  you  and  I  in  particular,  as  well  as 
the  fenate  in  the  general,  have  ever  diftinguifh- 
ed  him.  He  difcovers  indeed  a  remarkable  fi- 
delity and  afFeftion  to  the  republic,  together 
with  an  uncommon  prefence  and  greatnefs  of 
mind  both  in  adlion  and  in  council. 

I  found  it  neceffary  for  the  better  concerting 
my  plan  of  operations,  to  continue  five  days  at 
Cybiftra.  During  my  fVay  there,  I  had  the  fa- 
tisfa6lion  to  be  of  fingular  fervice  to  Ariobar- 
zanes  :  a  prince  particularly  aillgned  to  my  pro- 
tection by  the  fenate,  in  confequence  of  your 
motion  for  that  purpofe.  I  delivered  him  from 
a  very  dangerous  confpiracy,  which  was  jufl 
upon  the  point  of  being  carried  into  execution.  I 
did  more  indeed  :  and  not  only  preferved  his 
perfon,  but  flrengthened  his  authority.    For  this 

purpofe 
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iDurpofe  I  procured  Metras  and  Athen^eus,  (the  A.U.^oj: 
latter  of  whom  you  ftrongly  recommended  to 
my  care)  not  only  to  be  recalled  from  that  exile 
into  which  the  intrigues  of  the  cruel  Athenais 
had  driven  them,  but  to  be  reftored  to  their 
former  favour  and  credit  with  the  king.  And  as 
it  would  have  produced  a  very  terrible  civil 
war,  if  the  high  prieft  %  v/ho  was  among  the 
difafFe6led  party,  had  taken  up  arms,  as  was 
generally  fuppofed  to  be  his  intention  -,  I  found 
means  of  obliging  him  to  depart  the  kingdom. 
This  young  man  abounded  both  in  mioney  and 
troops,  and  poiTeffed  every  other  advantage  that 
could  rfender  him  of  importance  to  thofe  who 
were  inclined  to  attempt  a  revolution. — In  a 
word,  I  recovered  the  authority  of  Ariobarzanes 
without  occafioning  the  leaft  blood-fhed,  or  dif- 
turbance,  and  firmly  eftabliflied  him  in  his  royal 
dignity. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  \Vas  informed  by  various 
expreffes,  that  a  confiderable  army  of  Parthian* 
and  Arabians  were  advanced  to  the  city  of  An- 
tiochia  ^  i  and  that  a  large  body  of  their  caval>- 
ry  which  had  penetrated  into  Cilicia.,  were  en- 

^  It  appears  by  a  pafiage,  which  M?nutit:s  cites  ffoiri 
1-Iirtius,  that  the  high  prieft  of  the  temple  of  Bellona  at 
Commana,  a  city  in  Cappadocia,  was  next  in  rank  ani 
|)Ower  to  the  king  hirafelf.     Hirt.  de  Bel,  Aler.and, 

*  In  Syria. 

Vol.  I,  E  i  tir^ly' 
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A.U.703,  tirely  cut  to  pieces  by  a  detachment  of  mine 
fuppcrted  by  the  praetorian  ^  cohort  in  garrifon 
at  Epiphanea  ■.  Perceiving  therefore  that  the 
Parthians  had  turned  off  from  Cappadocia,  and 
were  approached  within  a  fmall  dillance  of  the 
frontiers  of  Cilicia ;  I  conduced  the  army  with 
all  pofiible  expedition  to  Amanus.  Upon  my 
arrival,  I  found  the  enemy  was  retired  from  An- 
tiochia,  and  that  Bibulus  had  taken  poffelTion 
of  the  city.  I  fent  an  exprefs  therefore  to  Dei- 
otarus,  who  was  upon  full  march  with  all  his 
forces  to  join  me,  acquainting  him  that  I  did 
not  at  prefent  fee  occafion  of  drawing  him  out 
of  his  dominions ;  but  that  if  any  new  occurrence 
fhould  arife,  I  would  immediately  give  him 
notice. 

My  principal  view  in  advancing  to  Amanus 
was,  that  I  might  be  ready  to  afiifl  either  Cili- 
cia  or  Syria,  as  circumftances  fhould  require.  I 
had  likewife  another  defign,  which  I  had  before 
nieditated  and  nov/  prepared  to  execute,  as  being 
of  great  importance  to  both  provinces :  I  mean  to 
quell  the  infurreftion  of  thefe  highlanders,  and  ex- 
tirpate an  enemy  that  was  perpetually  infefting  us. 

*  The  Praetorian  cohort  compofed  a  fort  of  body-guard 
to  the  proconful,  or  general  :  and  confilted  of  a  feledt 
number  chofen  out  of  the  Evocati.  The  nature  of  the  lat- 
ter has  been  already  explained  in  remark  i.  p.  j^o.  of  this 
vol. 

f  A  city  in  Cilicia, 

I  To 
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To  this  end  I  made  a  feint  of  retiring  towards  A.U.  703. 
another  part  of  Cilicia  :  and  having  adiially  re- 
turned a  day's  march,  I  encamped  at  Epipha- 
nea.  But  on  the  12th  of  Oftober  in  the  even- 
ing, I  fiiruck  m.y  tents :  and  by  a  long  march 
during  the  whole  night,  I  arrived  early  the 
next  morning  at  Amanus.  I  immediately  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  heading  part  of  the  troops 
myfelf  in  conjunction  with  my  brother,  and  dif- 
tribufi ng  the  command  of  the  reft  aitidngft  my 
other  lieutenants.  The  enemy  being  fhus  fur- 
rounded  bv  furprife,  were  taken  and  deicroyed 
in  great  numbers*  Mean  v/hile,  my  lieutenant 
Pontinius  attacked  Sepyra,  Commoris,  and 
Erana  :  the  latter  of  which  is  the  principal  town 
on  thefe  mountains,  and  indeed  confiderable 
enough  to  be  called  a  city.  They  each  made 
d  very  obflinate  refiftance  :  and  notwithftanding 
the  attack  began  before  day-break,  they  did  notj 
furrender  till  night,  nor  without  having  fuffer- 
ed  a  prodigious  flaughter.  In  this  atlion  we 
took  fix  fortrefles,  and  burnt  many  more. 

Having  thus  fuccefsfully  completed  this  ex^ 
pedition,  we  encampeci  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Amanus,  near  Alexander's  ^  altars  :  where  I  con- 

*  A  place  rTear  IfTiis,  where  Alexander  having  defeated 
Darius,  confecrated  three  altars  to  Jupiter,  Hercules,  and 
Minerva,  as  memorials  of  his  vidlory.     ^int.  Curt.  iii. 

E  e  2  tinusd 
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A.U.703.  tinned  four  days.     During  the  whole  time  I  re- 
mained here,  I  was  employed  in  extirpating  the 
reft  of  thefe  mountaineers,  and  deftroying  that 
part  of  their  lands  which  lie  within  my  province. 
From  hence  I   fat  down   before   PindinefTum : 
a  city  in  the  territories  of  that  part  of  Cilicia 
which  has  never  fubmitted  to  the  Romans.  This 
was   a  place  of  great  ftrength,   and   inhabited 
by  a  ftubborn  people  who  had  prefcrved  them- 
felves   unconquered    even    by    the    neighbour- 
ing kings.     It  was  a  harbour  likewife  for  fugi- 
tives of  every  kind  :  and  they  were  greatly  alfo 
in   the   intereft   of  the    Parthians,    whofe    ap- 
proach they  impatiently  expefted.     Upon  thefe 
confiderations  I  thought  it  for  the  honour  of  my 
arms  to  reftrain  their  infolence  :  efpecially   as  I 
ihould  by   this  means  the  more   eafily  fubdue 
the  fpirit  of  thofe  other  cantons   which  were 
equally    averfe    to    the    Roman    government. 
In   confequcnce    of    this  refolution  I   inverted 
the  town  i  and  having  raifed  fix  large  fortrefles, 
I  began   to  play  my  battering  engines  againft 
their  walls.     They  held  out  however  fifty  {even 
days  :    but  at  length  finding   the    flames   had 
feifed  fever al  parts  of  the  town,  and  that  other 
quarters  were  laid  in  ruins  j  they  furrendered  at 
difcretion,  after  having  occafioned  m.e  an  infinite 
fatigue.    1  had  the  fatisflidion  to  complete  this 

enter- 
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enterprife  without  occafionlng  our  allies  theA.u.yo^ 
leaft  inconvenience  or  expence.  After  having 
thus  reduced  PindinefTum,  and  received  hof- 
tages  from  the  Tiburani,  a  neighbouring  people 
equally  bold  and  infolent,  I  fent  my  army  in- 
to winter-quarters.  This  care  I  afiigned  to  my 
brother :  and  ordered  him  to  canton  the  troops 
amongft  thofe  towns  we  had  lately  taken,  or 
that  were  moft  difpofed  to  revolt. 

And  now,  if  a  motion  fhould  be  made  in  the 
fenate  concernino;  the  honours  due  to  the  fuccefs 
of  my  arms,  I  fliall  efleem  it  the  highefl  glo- 
ry to  be  fupported  in  my  prctenfions  by  your 
fuffrage.  I  am  fenfible  it  is  ufual  for  the  gra- 
ved charafters  to  requeft,  as  well  as  to  be  re- 
quelled,  for  favours  of  this  nature,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  terms :  but  I  perfuade  myfelf  it  will  be  more 
proper  for  me  to  remind,  than  to  folicit  you, 
in  the  prefent  inftance.  You  have  frequently 
indeed,  not  only  diflinguifhed  me  with  your 
vote,  but  v/ith  your  highefl  applaufe  both  in  the 
fenate  and  in  the  aflemblies  of  the  people  ^. 
And  believe  me,  I  have  ever  thought  there 
was    fo    much   weight    and    authority,    in    all 

''  Cicero  foon  after  the  expiration  of  his  confulate  had 
very  particular  obligations  to  Cato,  of  the  kind  he  mentions. 
For  the  latter  being  tribune  at  that  time,  procured  him  a 
confirmation  from  an  aflembly  of  the  people,  of  the  glori- 
ous   title    of    FATHER.    OF    HIS     COUNTRY.        Plut.    in    Ijit^ 

E  «  ^  you 
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,703.700  uttered,  that  a  fingle  word  of  yours  in 
my  favour  was  the  higheil  honour  I  could  pof- 
fibly  receive.  I  remember  upon  a  certain  occa- 
fion,  when  you  refufed  to  vote  for  a  public 
thankfgiving  *  which  was  propofed  in  favour  of 
a  very  v/orthy  and  illuilriaus  citizen ;  you  told 
the  fenate,  that  you  fhould  willingly  have  given 
your  fuffrage  in  fapport  of  the  honour  in  queftion, 
had  it  been  defigned  as  a  reward  for  any  civil 
fervices  which  that  conRiI  had  performed  in 
Rome.  Agreeably  to  this  maxim,  you  former^ 
Jy  concurred  in  voting  that  a  public  thankfgiv^ 
ing  fliould  be  decreed  to  me,  not  indeed  for 
having  advanced  the  glory  of  our  country  by 
my  military  atchievements,  (for  that  would  have 
been  a  circumftance  nothing  uncommon)  but  for 
having,  in  a  moft  fmgular  and  unexampled  man- 
ner, preferved  the  liberties  of  the  whole  common-, 
wealth  '  without  drawing  a  fword.  I  forbear  ta 
mention  the  generous  fhare  you  have  taken  in 
all  the  envy,  the  difficulties  and  the  dangers  to 
which  my  life  has  been  expofed  :  and  a  far 
greater   you   were  willing  to    have  taken,  if  X 

*  This  honour  was  ufually  decreed  to  a  general  after 
{"ome  fignal  advantage  obtained  by  his  arms.  It  confifted 
in  appointing  a  folemn  feftival  in  order  to  return  thanks  to 
the  gods  for  the  public  fuccefs :  at  which  time  the  fenate 
went  in  folemn  proceifion  to  the  principal  temples  iri 
Rome,  and  affifled  at  the  facrifices  inftituted  for  fuch  oc- 
cafi.ons. 

»  By  the  fupprcffion  of  Catiline's  confpiracy, 

could 
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could  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  have  confent-  A.u.  703. 
ed.  I  forbear  to  mention  likewife  that  vou 
confidered  my  enemy  '°  as  your  own :  and, 
that  in  order  to  give  me  a  convincing  proof  of 
your  great  regard,  you  fcrupled  not  to  flicw 
your  approbation  even  of  his  death,  by  defend- 
ing Milo  in  the  fenate.  In  return,  (and  I  fpeak 
of  it,  not  as  a  favour  for  which  you  are  indebted 
to  me,  but  as  a  tribute  which  I  ov/ed  to  truth) 
I  have  been  no  filent  admirer  of  your  virtues : 
for  v/ho  indeed  can  fupprefs  his  applaufe  of 
them  ?  In  all  my  fpeeches  both  in  the  forum 
and  the  fenate,  as  well  as  in  the  feveral  pieces  I 
have  publilhed,  either  in  our  own  language,  or  in 
Greek,  I  have  ever  reprefented  your  charafter 
as  fuperior,  not  only  to  the  nobleil  amongfl:  our 
contemporaries,  but  to  the  mofb  celebrated  in 
hiftory. 

After  all,  you  will  wonder  perhaps,  what 
Should  induce  me  to  fct  fo  high  a  value  upon 
thefe  little  tranfient  honours  of  the  fenate.  I 
will  acknowledge  then  the  whole  truth,  and 
lay  open  my  heart  before  you  with  a  freedom 
becoming  that  philofophy  we  cultivate,  and 
that  friendfhip  we  profefs  :  a  friendiliip  deli- 
vered down  to  us  from  our  parents,  and  im- 
proved by  many  reciprocal  good  oiiices.. 

*=>  Clodius. 

Ee  4  Let 
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A.u.  703.  Let  me  previoufly  ohferye,  that  if  ever  any 
man  v/as  a  firanger  to  vain-glory  and  a  defire  of 
vulgar  admiration,  it  is  myfclf :  and  this  frame  of 
mind  which  I  pofTefs  by  temper,  has  been  ftill 
ftrengthencd  (if  I  am  not  deceived)  by  reafon 
and  philofophy.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  I  ap- 
peal to  my  confulate  :  in  which,  as  in  every 
other  part  of  my  life,  tho'  I  purfued  that  oon- 
diift,  I  confefs,  from  whence  true  honours  might 
be  derived ;  yet  I  never  thought  they  were  of 
themfelves  an  obje6l  worthy  of  my  ambition. 
On  the  contrary,  I  refufed  the  government  of  a 
very  noble  province  ''  :  and  notwithftanding 
it  was  highly  probable  I  might  have  obtained 
a  triumph,  yet  I  forbore  to  profecute  ray  pre- 
lenfions  of  that  kind.  I  forbore  too  the  of- 
fering myfclf  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
augur :  tho'  you  are  fenfibie,  I  dare  fay,  that  I 
might  have  fucceeded  without  much  difficulty. 
But  I  will  acknowledge,  that  the  injurious 
treatment  I  afterwards  fuffered,  tho'  you  always 
jfpeak  of  it  indeed  as  a  circumftance  which  re- 
fiefts  the  higheft  honour  upon  my  character,  and 
as  a  misfortune  only  to  the  republic,  has  render- 
ed me  defirous  of  receiving  the  moft  diftin- 
guiilied   marks  of    my    country's   approbation, 


II 


Macedonia  :  to  which  he  had  a  right  by  lot  to  have 
fucceeded  at  the  expiration  of  his  confulate.  See  rem.  1. 
p.  g.  of  this  vol, 

Fo^. 
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For  this  reafon,  I  folicited  the  office  ofA.u.  703, 
augur  which  I  had  before  declined :  and  as  little 
as  I  once  thought  the  military  honours  defer- 
ved  my  purfuit,  I  am  now  ambitious  of  that 
diftinftion  which  the  fenate  ufuallv  confers  on 
its  fuccefsfiil  generals,  I  will  own,  I  have  fome 
view  by  this  mean  of  healing  the  wounds  of  my 
former  unmerited  difgrace :  and  therefore,  tho* 
I  juft  now  declared  that  I  would  not  prefs  you 
vpon  this  article  j  I  recall  my  words,  and  moft 
earneftly  conjure  your  fuffrage  and  alliftance. 
I  make  this  requeft  however,  upon  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  what  I  have  performed  in  this  cam- 
paign, fhall  not  appear  contemptible  in  your 
eye,  but  on  the  contrary,  far  fuperior  to  the 
actions  of  many  of  thofe  generals  who  have  ob- 
tained the  moft  glorious  rewards  from  the  fe- 
nate. 

I  have  obferved  (and  you  are  fenfible  I  al- 
ways liften  with  great  attention  whenever  you 
deliver  your  opinions)  that  as  often  as  any  que- 
llion  of  this  nature  has  come  before  the  fenate, 
you  were  lefs  inquifitive  into  the  military  than 
civil  condu6l  of  the  proconful.  It  was  the  po- 
litical ordinances  he  had  eftablifhed,  and  the 
moral  qualities  he  had  difplayed,  that  feemed  to 
have  the  principal  weight  in  determining  your 
vote.     If  you    lliould   examine   my  pretenfions 

in 
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A.u.  703.  in  this  view,  you  will  fee,  that  with  a  weak  and 
inconfiderable  army,  I  found  a  ftrong  refource 
againfl  the  danger  of  a  very  formidable  invafion 
in  the  lenity  and  juftice  of  my  government.  By 
thefe  aids  I  efFefted,  what  I  never  could  by  the 
moft  powerful  legions  :  I  recovered  the  friend- 
ihip  of  our  alienated  allies ;  firmly  ftrengthened 
their  allegiance  to  the  republic  ;  and  conciliated 
their  affedlions  at  a  time  when  they  were  waiting 
the  opportunity  of  fome  favourable  conjun(fkire 
to  defert  us. 

But  perhaps  I  have  expatiated  farther  upon 
this  fubjed:  than  is  neceffary  :  efpecially  to  you, 
before  whom  all  our  allies  in  general  are  accu- 
flomed  to  lay  their  complaints  '^.  To  them 
therefore  I  refer  you  for  an  account  of  the  bene- 
fits they  have  received  by  my  adminiftration. 
They  will  all  of  them  as  with  one  voice,  I  am 
perfuaded,  give  you  the  moft  advantageous  tef- 
timony  in  my  favour  j  but  particularly  thofe  il- 
luftrious  clients  of  yours   the  Cyprians   *^   and 

^*  Cato  fettled  a  correfpoiidence  throughout  the  whole 
Roman  provinces,  and  received  conftant  intelligence  of  the 
confi!u£l  of  the  feveral  governors  in  their  refpeftive  com- 
man'is :  So  attentive  was  this  vigilant  patriot  to  whatever 
concerned  the  intereft  of  the  commonwealth  !  Plut.  hi  vif, 
Caton. 

'^  Cyprus  had  a  particular  claim  to  the  patronage  ef 
Cato,  as  he  had  been  employed  in  executing  a  commiffion 
by  which  that  illand  was  annexed  to  the  dominions  of  the 
republic.    This  commiflion  was  artfully  contrived  by  Clo- 

Cappa- 
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Cappadocians  :    to  whom   I  may  iikcwife   add  A.u.705. 

dius  in  his  tribunate,  in  order  to  remove  Cato  out  of  his 
way  :  but  the  precifc   nature  of  it,  is  no  where  diHinflly 
explained.     It  fliould  feem  by  what  may  be  collefted  from 
Plutarch,  that  it  was  only  an  embaffy  in  which  Cato  was 
appointed  to  claim  on   behalf  of  the  republic,  the  domini- 
ons of  Ptolemy  king  of  Cyprus  ;  and  :o  offer  him  at  the 
fame  time  the  high-priefthood  of  the   t?mple  of  Venus  in 
the  iflanJ  of  Paphos  :   which  in  thofe  days  might  have  been 
no   difadvantageous   exchange.      Cato    however  has    been 
feverely  cenfured  by  fome  modern  hillorians  for  having  ac- 
cepted this  office  ;   and  Dr.  Middleton,  in  particular,  thinks 
he  cannot  be  juftified.     But  none  of  the  antient  hiftcrians 
fpeak  of  it  as  in   the  leait  unworthy  of  Cato's  virtue :  and 
indeed  one  of  the  mod  moral  writers  in  all  antiquity,  men- 
tions it   upon   an   occafion   which   evidently  fbews   that  it 
was  by  no  means  thought  inconfiilent  with  that  charafter  of 
rigid  juilice  which  this  ill uftrious  Roman  had  fo  defervedly 
obtained.  Seneca  in  his  letter  of  confolation  addreffed  to  Mar- 
cia  on  the  lofs  of  her  fo.u,  taking  notice  of  the  advantages  of 
an  early  death,  inftances,  among  other  examples,  thole  cala- 
mities which  a  more  extended  period  had  brought  upon  Ca- 
to.     Marcum  Catonem,   lays  he,  Ji  a  Cypro  et  kereditatis  regia 
difpenjatione  redeuntem  mare  de-uorajjet , — noiine  illo  bene  cMum 
foret  ? — Nunc  minorum  adjeSlio  paucijjiniorum,  'vinwi  libertati 
non  fuce  tantum  fed  public  ^^  natum,  cccgit  C  afar  em  furcrc,  Poin- 
peiuni  fequi.     It  is  evident  then  that  this  aftion  was  fo  far 
from  being  deemed  unjuftifiable  in  the  opinion  of  the  antients, 
(by  which  alone  it  can  be  fairly  examined)   that  the  nobleft 
cf  their  moralifts  hr+s  chofen  it  to  complete  the  glory  and 
grace  the  exit  of  his  favourite   Hero.     It  muil  unquefti- 
onably  therefore   have   been   founded   upon   fome  circum- 
ftances,  that  reconciled  it  to  that  law  of  nations  which  then 
prevailed  in  the  world.     Accordingly  it  appears  by  fome 
pallages   in    Cicero's    orations,    that  the  lepublic   had   an 
antient  claim  to  thefe  dominions.     For  Alexander  king  of 
Egypt,    to  whofe    territories    Cyprus    belonged,    appointed 
the  Roman  commonwealth  his  general  heir ;  and  tho'  the 
ienate  did  net  judge  proper  at  that  jumSure,  to  alTert  their 
full  right  under  this  will;  they  thought  it  however  a  fuffi- 
cient  title  to  pollefs  themfelves  of  Alexander's  effefts.  From 
that  time  down  to  the  date  of  Cato's  comraiffion,  frequent 
attempts  had  been  made  in  the  fenate  to  enforce  their  ri»ht 
uiuiejr  the  will:  ai;d  a  degree  had  ailually  pafied  for  that 

your 
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A.u. 703, your  great  and  royal  friend''^,  prince  Deiotarus. 
If  thus  to  aft,  is  a  merit  of  the  moft  fuperior 
kind  ;  if  in  all  ages  the  number  has  been 
far  lefs  confiderable  of  thofe  who  knew  how 
to  fubdue  their  defires,  than  to  vanquifli  their 
enemies  ;    He    that   has    given    an    inftance  of 

purpofe.  But  as  this  decree  was  protefted  againft  by  fome 
tribune;  it  had  never  been  carried  into  execution.  Thus 
far  it  fhould  feem,  that  Cato's  commiflion  was  not  founded 
upon  a  mere  arbitrary  exertion  of  power ;  but  on  a  right 
which  had  long  before  received  the  fanftion  of  the  fenate, 
and  which  had  already  in  part  been  vindicated  to  the  public. 
In  the  next  place,  the  inhabitants  of  Cyprus  were  extremely 
opprefTed  under  the  government  of  Ptolemy,  and  defirous 
of  transferring  their  fubjeftion  to  the  Romans.  Paterculus 
reprefents  this  prince  as  one  who  well  deferved  the  punifh- 
ment  he  fufFered  :  omnibus  morum  'vitiis,  fays  he,  earn  contU' 
meliam  meritum.  And  Dion  Caflius  exprefly  declares  that 
the  Cyprians  received  Cato,  **  ow.  awvcnuq ;  hoping  that 
*'  from  flaves,  as  they  were  before,  they  fhould  be  raifed 
"  into  the  number  of  the  friends  and  allies  of  Rome.'* 
But  to  confider  this  queftion  in  another  view:  what  pro- 
bable reafon  of  perfonal  intereft  can  be  affigned  for  Cato's 
undertaking  this  office  ?  It  could  not  be  from  a  fpirit  of 
avarice  :  for  it  is  uninimoufly  confefied  that  he  difcharged 
it  with  the  moft  unfpotted  integrity.  It  could  not  be  from 
a  motive  of  ambition  :  for  he  refufed  all  the  honours  upon 
this  occafion  which  his  country  would  have  paid  him. 
It  could  not  be  from  a  fervile  compliance  with  the  power  of 
Clodius  :  for  he  died  rather  than  fubmit  even  to  that  of 
Csefar.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  feems  reafonable  to 
affert,  that  Cato  afted  in  this  inftance,  as  in  all  others,  upon 
a  principle  of  difmterefted  patriotifm,  and  confiftently  with 
the  ftridieft  maxims  of  Pagan  morality.  Plut.  in  'vit.  Caton. 
Orat.  in  Rul.  i.  i.  ii.  16.  Fel.  Patere.  ii.  45.  Die,  p.  101. 
Senec.  Ccnfcl.  ad  Marc.  20. 

'*  Cato  took  a  voyage  into  Afia,  in  order  to  Inform  him- 
fclf  of  the  ftrength  and  difpofition  of  thefe  eaftern  provin- 
ces :  and  it  was  upon  this  occafion  that  he  entered  into  a 
perfonal  friendfhip  with  Deiotarus,  who  paid  him  the  ho- 
nours of  his  court  with  fingular  marks  of  eileem  artd  conli- 
deration.     Plui.  in  'vit.  Caton, 

bothj 


Book  V.       of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  42^ 

both,  cannot  certainly  but  be  deemed,  in  Ca- A.u.705. 
to's  eftimation  at  leaft,  to  have  flrengthened  his 
claim  to  the  honours  of  his  country,  and  to  have 
improved  the  fplendor  of  his  military  atchieve- 
ments,  by  the  more  nnufual  luflre  of  his  civil 
condu6l. 

Let  me  in  the  laft  place,  and  as  in  diffidence  of 
my  own  folicitations,  call  in  Philofophy  for  my 
advocate  :  than  which  nothing  has  ever  afforded 
me  a  more  fenfible  fatisfa6tion.    The  truth  is,  jfhe 
is  one  of  the  nobleft  bleffings  that  the  gods  have 
beftowed  on  man.     At  her  Ihrine  we  have  both 
of  us,  from   oiir   earliefl   years,  paid  our  joint 
and  equal  adorations  :  and  while  Ihe  has  been 
thought  by  fome,  the  companion  only  of  indo- 
lent   and    fecluded    fpeculatifts  ;    we    (and    we 
alone  I  had   almoft  faid)   have  introduced  her 
into  the  world  of  bufinefs,  and  familiarifed  her 
with  the  moft  aftive  and  important  fcenes.  She 
therefore  it  is,  that  now  folicits  you  in  my  be- 
half :    and  when   Philofophy   is    the  fuppliant, 
Cato,    furely,  can  never  refufe.     To  fay  all  in 
one  word  :  be  well  afllired,  if  I  fhould  prevail 
with  you  to  concur  in  procuring  a  decree  I  fo 
much  wiih  to  obtain,  I  Ihall  confider  myfelf  as 
wholly  indebted  for  that  honour  to  your  autho- 
rity and  friendihip.     Farevvel. 


1/  E  T- 
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LETTER     II* 

Marcus  Cato  to  CicEROi 

A.u.  703.  ^T^HE  affeftion  I  bear  both  to  you  and  tc> 
'"""  JL  the  republic,  induces  me  very  fincerely  to 
rejoice  in  finding  that  you  exercife  the  fame  in- 
tegrity and  vigilance  in  the  conduct  of  our  arms 
abroad,  as  dillinguifhed  your  adminiflration  of 
our  moft  important  affairs  at  home.  I  have 
therefore  paid  your  actions  that  honour  which 
was  moft  confiftent  with  my  judgment :  and 
in  fpeaking  to  this  queftion  before  the  fenate, 
as  well  as  afterwards  when  I  aflifled  in  drawing 
up  the  decree  that  has  paffed  in  your  favour,  I 
applauded  the  probity  and  prudence  with  which 
you  have  prote6ted  your  province,  preferved 
the  crown  and  perfon  of  Ariobarzanes,  and 
conciliated  the  affedions  of  our  allies  in  ge- 
neral. 

If  you  rather  choofe  however  that  we  fhould 
afcribe  to  the  gods,  thofe  advantages  which  the 
republic  has  gained  intirely  by  your  own  con- 
fummate  v/ifdom  and  probity  ;  I  am  glad 
the  fenate  has  paffed  a  decree  for  that  purpofe. 
But  if  you  are  willing  that  Fortune  fhould 
have  the  credit  of  your  adions,  as  fuppofing 

a  pub^ 
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a  public  thankfgivlng  neceffarlly  opens  your  A.u.  703- 
way  to  a  triumph ;  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  lat- 
ter is  not  always  a  confequence  of  the  former. 
Yet  granting  it  were  j  is  it  not  far  more  to  the 
honour  of  a  general,  to  have  it  declared  by  a  vote 
of  the  fenate  that  he  preferved  his  province  by 
the  mildnefs  and  equity  of  his  adminiflration, 
than  that  he  owed  it  either  to  the  ftrength  of  his 
troops,  or  to  the  peculiar  interpofition  of  provi- 
dence ?  Such  at  leaft  were  my  fentiments  when 
this  queilion  came  before  the  houfe :  and  if  I 
have  employed  more  words  than  ufual  in  explain- 
ing them,  it  was  from  a  defire  of  convincing  you 
that  tho'  I  propofed  to  the  fenate  what  I  thought 
would  be  moft  for  the  advantage  of  your  repu- 
tation, I  rejoice  that  they  have  determined  what 
is  moft  agreeable  to  your  v/ifnes.  I  have  only 
to  requeft  the  continuance  of  your  friendfhip : 
and  to  intreat  you  fleadily  to  perfevere  in  thofc 
paths  of  integrity  which  you  have  hitherto  pur- 
fued  both  in  refpedt  to  our  allies  and  the  repu- 
blic *.  •  Farewel. 

*  This  letter  (to  fpeak  in  the  virtuofo  language)  is  an 
unique,  and  extremely  valuable  as  being  the  only  compofition 
that  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  hands  of  Cato.  It 
confirms  what  Plutarch  exprefly  afferts,  that  Cato's  manners 
were  by  no  means  of  a  rough  and  unpclilhed  call :  as  no 
refufal  could  have  been  drawn  up  in  more  decent  and  civil 
terras.     A  judicious  eye  however,  cannot  bat  difcern  thro* 

LET- 
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LETTER    III. 

To  Caius  Marcellus%  conful. 

A.u.7©3.  TVT  O  T  H I  N  G  could  be  more  agreeable  to 
^^-v—^  X,  ^  my  wifhes,  than  that  the  quellion  con- 
cerning the  honours  due  to  my  military  fervices, 
fhould  come  before  the  fenate  at  a  time  when 
you  are  conful :  as  it  will  afford  you  an  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  that  uncommon  zeal  for 
my  interefts  which  I  have  upon  all  occafions 
experienced  from  every  branch  of  your  family. 
Let  me  intreat  you  therefore,  when  the  letter 
I  have  addreffed  to  the  fenate  Ihall  be  laid  be- 
fore that  affembly,  to  exert  your  influence  in 
procuring  a  decree  in  my  favour  of  the  moll  di- 
ftinguiflied  kind.  I  perluade  myfelf  you  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  complying  with  this  requell : 
as  the  fenate,  I  truft,  will  by  no  means  be 
averfe  to  my  pretenfions.  If  there  were  any  of 
your  family  whofe  friendfliip  I  enjoyed  in  a 
higher  degree  than  yours ;  I  fhould  have  ap- 
plied to   you  by  their  intervention.     But  tlio'^ 

this  veil  of  politenefs,  the  nice  touches  of  a  delicate  and  con- 
cealed raillery  :  which  Cicero  neverthelefs  thought  proper  to 
diflemble,  as  will  appear  by  his  anfwer  to  this  letter  in  the 
following  book.     See  vol.  ii.  p,  50. 

*  See  rem.  4.  p.  322, 
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no  man  ever  entered  more  warmly  into  my  in-  A.u.  733. 
terefts,  than  your  father  ;  tho'  the  efteem  which 
your  relation  Marcus  Marcellus  has  long  enter- 
tained for  me,  is  confpicuous  to  the  whole 
world ;  and  in  a  word,  tho'  all  your  family  in 
o-eneral  have  ever  honoured  me  with  the  moll 
fignal  marks  of  their  regard  ;  yet  there  is  not 
one  of  them  who  hath  afforded  me  ftronger  in- 
ftances  of  affeftion  than  yourfelf.  I  conjure  you 
then,  to  diftinguilh  me  with  the  higheft  ho- 
nours :  and  let  me  experience  in  the  affair  of  my 
thanks-giving,  as  well  as  in  every  other  wherein 
the  glory  of  my  reputation  is  concerned,  that 
I  want  no  folicitor  to  recommend  me  to  your 
good  offices.     Farcwcl. 
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LETTER    IV. 
To  Lucius  Paulus^,  Conful. 

Atr-o  AMONG  many  reafons  for  wilhing  myfelf 
t«**V*— ^  xJL  with  you  at  Rome,  the  principal  was,  that 
I  might  both  at  your  eledion  and  in  thecourfe  of 
your  confular  miniftry  have  given  you  proofs  of 
that  zeal  to  which  you  have  fo  undoubted  a  right. 
I  am  fenfible  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  unanimity 
with  which  you  were  chofen,  (and  of  which,  in- 
deed, I  never  entertained  the  leaft  doubt)  would 
have  rendered  my  alTiftance  in  that  article  altoge- 
ther unneceffary :  and  I  fincerely  wilh  you  may 
have  as  little  occafion  for  it  in  the  fubfequent 
difcharge  of  your  office.  However,  I  Ihould 
have  had  the  fatisfadion  at  leaft,  of  fcconding 
your  views  in  both.  It  is  a  great  concern  to 
me,  I  confefs,  when  I  reflefl  that  notwithftand- 
ing  I  experienced  many  important  inftances  of 
your  afFeftion  during  my  confullhip  -,  I  am  yet 
utterly  incapable  of  making  any  return  in  yours. 
And  what  renders  this  refled:ioji  ftill  more  mor- 
tifying is,  that  you  were  but  a  young  man  when 
you  thus  generoufly  difplayed  the  effefts  of  your 
friendfhip :  whereas  I  am  at  a  time  of  life  when 

*  See  rem.  6.  p,  324.  of  jhis  voL 
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much  greater  advantages  might  well  be  expeded  A.u.  705. 
from  mine.  I  know  not,  in  truth,  by  what 
fatality  it  is,  that  you  have  continually  had  op- 
portunities of  advancing  my  dignities,  and  that 
I  have  never  been  able  to  contribute  any  thing 
but  ineffedlual  good  wifhes  to  yours.  Thus,  as 
not  only  in  the  inllance  I  juft  now  mentioned, 
but  in  the  article  of  my  refloration,  I  was  in- 
debted to  you  for  the  higheft  honours;  fo  a 
frefli  occafion  now  prefents  itfelf  to  you  of  dif- 
tinguilhing  me,  as  my  military  atchievements 
have  happened  to  fall  within  the  period  of  your 
confulate.  The  dignity  of  that  office  with  which 
you  are  invefted,  and  the  importance  of  thofe 
honours  I  am  fuing  for,  might  well  require  ■ 
that  I  fhould  addrefs  you  in  all  the  warmth  of 
folicitation :  but  I  dare  not  venture  thus  to 
prefs  you,  left  it  fhould  look  as  if  I  forgot,  or 
at  leaft  imagined  that  you  had  forgotten,  your 
ufual  difpofition  to  ferve  me.  I  will  make  my 
requeft  therefore  in  few  words :  and  it  will  be 
treating  you  in  a  manner  more  agreeable,  I 
dare  fay,  to  your  own  inclinations,  as  well  as 
to  thofe  favours  which  all  the  world  is  fenfible 
I  have  received  at  your  hands.  If  any  otliers 
indeed  than  you  and  your  coUegue  were  in  pof- 
fefTion  of  the  confular  office,  you  are  the  firil 
man  whofe  mediation  I  fhould  have  employed 

F  f  »  in 
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A.U.703.  in  order  yto  render    the  confuls  favourable   to 
\-ny  pretenfions.     But  as   this  high  authority  is 
veiled  in  you,  with  whom  I  have  the  ftrongefl 
and   moil    confpicuous    connexions ;    I   cannot 
fcruple  to  conjure  your  afTiftance  in  fpeedily  pro- 
curing a  decree  of  the  moll  illuftrious  kind  in 
rny  favour :  an  honour  which  you  will  find,  by 
the  letter  I  have  addreffedto  the  fenate,  that  my 
arms  are  not  unworthy  of  receiving.     I  recom- 
mend then  m.y  reputation,  and  indeed  my  con- 
cerns of  every  fort,  to  your  generous  patronage. 
But  above  all  I  befeech  you   (and  it  is  a  requeft 
I  mentioned  in  my  former  letter)  that  you  would 
not  fuffer  the  time  of  my  continuance  here  to 
be  prolonged.     It  is  much  my  defire,  in  truth, 
fo  fee  you  in  your  confular  offiqe  :  and  I  doubt 
not  of  obtaining  from  your  adminiftration  every 
advantage,  both  here  and  in  Italy,  that .  I  moft 
wiHi  to  enjoy.     Farewel. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER    V. 


k;  / 


Y 


Marcus  CoE LIU s  to  Cicero.. 

OU  have  been  informed,  I  doubt  not,  A.u.7o^ 
that  Dolabella.  has  exhibited  articles  of 
impeachment  againft  Appiiis  * :  and  this  pro- 
fecution  feems  to  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
world  in  general  than  I  imagined.  Appius, 
however,  has  adled  with  great  prudence  upon 
the  occafion :  for  ^s  foon  as  his  adverfary  had 
lodged  his  information,  he  withdr,ew  his  petition 
for  a  triumph,  and  immediately  entered  the 
city  ^  By  thefe  means  he  filenced  the  reports 
to  his  difadvantage :  as  he^  appeared  more  will- 
ing to  take  his  trial  than  his  profecutor  expefted. 
Appius  relies  greatly  in  this  conjuncture  upon 
your  afTiftance  :  and  I  am  perfuaded  you  are 
not  difmclined  to  ferve  him.  You  have  it  noy 
in  your  power  *  to  do  fo,  as  far  as  you  fhall 

■♦•  He  was  profecutcd  by  Dola.beIia  in  two  dift'mcl  im- 
peachments. The  firlt  was,  for  being  guilty  of  treafon  in 
his  government  of  Cicilia;  and  the  other,  for  bribery  and 
corruption  in  his  cledicn  to  the  confulate,  Ep.  Fam.  iii» 
II. 

»  See  rem.  3.  p.  371.  of  this  vol. 

'  As  one  of  Dolabella's  impeachments  againft  Appius 
was  for  his  malc-praclices  in   Cicilia,  it  wa?  extremely  ia 

F  f  3  think 
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A.U.703. think  proper:  tho'  I  mud  add,  you  would  be 
more  at  liberty  to  limit  your  good  offices  towards 
him,  if  you  and  he  had  never  been  upon  ill 
terms  together.  But  as  the  cafe  now  ftands, 
were  you  to  meafure  out  your  fervices  by  the 
right  he  has  to  demand  them,  it  might  be 
fufpefted  that  you  were  not  fincere  in  your 
reconcilement  :  whereas  you  can  hazard  no 
cenfure  by  obliging  him  ;  as  you  will  Ihew 
that  you  are  not  to  be  difcouraged  from  a6ling 
a  generous  part,  even  where  friendfhip  '  might 
incline  you  to  the  contrary.  This  reminds  mc 
of  acquainting  you,  that  Dolabella's  wife  ob- 
tained a  divorce  jufl  upon  the  commencement 
of  this  profecution.  I  remember  the  commif- 
fion  *  you  left  with  me  when  you  fet  out  for 
the  province ;  as  I  dare  fay  you  have  not  for- 
gotten what  I  afterwards  wrote  to  you  concern- 
ing that   affair.     I   have   not  time  to   enlarge 

the  power  of  Cicero  to  ferve  Appius  in  thofc  examinations 
which  were  neceflary  to  be  taken  in  his  province. 

»  To  Dolabella. 

'  It  feems  probable  from  this  pafTage,  that  there  was 
fome  profpeft  of  a  divorce  between  Doiabella  and  his  wife 
before  Cicero  left  Rome ;  and  that  the  latter  had  commif- 
jioned  Ccelius,  in  cafe  this  event  (hould  happen,  to  take 
fome  meafures  for  procuring  a  match  between  Dolabella 
and  his  daughter  Tullia.  There  will  be  occafion  to  make 
great  ufe  of  this  circumftance  in  a  remark  upon  a  letter  in 
the  following  book  :  and  therefore  it  is  here  pointed  out 
for  the  reader's  particular  obfcrvaiion.  See  rem.  6.  p.  6. 
vol.  ii* 

Upon 
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upon  it  at  prefent :  only  let  me  advife  you,  how  A.U.70J. 
much  foever  you  may  relifh  the  fcheme,  to 
wait  the  event  of  this  trial  before  you  difcover 
your  fentiments.  If  indeed  your  inclinations 
fhould  be  known ;  it  will  raife  a  very  invidi- 
ous clamour  againil  you :  and  fliould  you  give 
Dolabella  the  leafl  intimation  of  them,  they 
will  certainly  become  more  public  than  will  be 
convenient  either  for  your  intereft,  or  your  ho- 
nour. He  would  undoubtedly  be  unable  to 
conceal  a  circumftance  fo  advantageous  to  his 
prefent  views,  and  which  would  give  fo  much 
credit  to  the  profecution  in  which  he  is  engaged  : 
and  I  am  perfuaded  he  would  fcarce  refrain  from 
making  it  the  fubjedt  of  his  converfation,  not- 
withftanding  he  were  fure  the  difcovery  would 
prove  to  his  prejudice.  Pompey,  I  am  told, 
interefts  himfelf  extremely  in  behalf  of  Appius  : 
infomuch  that  it  is  generally  imagined  he  has  a 
defisn  of  fendins;  one  of  his  fons  in  order  to  fo- 
licit  you  in  his  favour.  Mean  while  we  are  in 
the  humour  here  of  acquitting  all  criminals ; 
nothing,  in  truth,  fo  bafe  or  fo  villainous  can 
be  perpetrated  that  is  not  fure  of  efcaping 
punifhment.  You  will  perceive  how  wonder- 
oufly  aftive  our  confuls  are  in  their  office,  when 
I  tell  you  that  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
procure   a   fingle   decree  of  the  fenate,  except 

F  f  4  one 
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A.U.703.  one  for  appointing  the  Latian  '  feftivals.  Even 
our  friend  Curio  has  not  hitherto  aded  with  any 
fpirit  in  his  tribunate :  as  indeed  it  is  impofTible 
to  defcribe  the  general  indolence  that  has  feized 
lis.  ■  If  it  were  not  for  my  contefts  with  the 
vintners  and  the  furveyors  of  the  public  aqufe- 
du(5ls,  all  Rome  would  appear  in  a  profound 
lethargy.  In  Ihort,  I  know  not  to  what  degree 
the  Parthians  may  have  animated  jo« :  but  as 
for  us  in  this  part  of  the  world,  we  are  faft 
afleep.  But  how  much  foever  we  may  want  to 
be  awakened ;  I  hope  it  will  not  be  by  the  Par- 
thians. It  is  reported,  neverthelefs,  tho'  I  know 
not  on  what  foundation,  that  they  have  gained 
fome  flight  advantage  over  the  troops  of  Bibulus, 
near  Mount  Amanus. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  muft  recall  wliat 
I  faid  concerning  Curio  :  the  cold  fit  is  at 
length  expelled,  by  the  warmth  of  thofe  cenfures 
to  which  the  levity  of  his  conduct  has  expofcd 
him.  For,  not  being  able  to  carry  his  point 
with  refped  to  the  intercalation  '",  he  has  de- 
ferted  the  intereft  of  the  fenate  j  and  harangued 
the  people  in  favour  of  Ca?far  ".     He  threatens 

9  This  feltival  was  inftituted   by  Tarquin,  in  memory  of 
his  conqueft  of  Etruriq. 

'     *"  See  rem.  8.  p.  266.  of  this  vol. 

"  It  has  already  been  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  re- 
jnarks,  that  Curio  fecretJv  favoured  the  ir.rtfcll  of  Csfar, 

iikewir^. 
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likewife  to  propofe  a  Viarian  law,  iornewiiat  of  A.U. 7«>3. 
the  fame  tendency  with  the  Agrarian  one  which 
was  formeriy  attempted  by  Rullus '' :  as  aifo  an- 
other, impowering  the  iEdiles  to  dillributc  corn 
among  the  people.  "' 

If    you   Iliould    determine   (as    I    think   you 
oup-ht)  to  employ  your   good  offices  in  behalf 

of  Appius,  I   beg  you  v;ou)d  take  that  oppor- 

i 

at  the  fame  time  that  he  affeftcd  to  afl  in  concert  with  the 
friends  of  the  fenate.  But  circumiiances  being  now  mature 
for  throwing  afide  the  mnfk,  he  fei^zed  the  firll:  opportunity 
of  quarrelling  with  his  party.  With  this  view,  he  applied 
to  the  poniihcal  college  i'(  r  an  intercalation,  in  order  tc 
lengthen  out  the  period  of  his  tribuniriaL  miniflry,  'i^his 
he  knew  would  not  be  granted  :  as  having  before  railed,  it 
is  probable,  feme  fufpicion  of  his  real  defigns.  TJie  re- 
fufal,  however,  furnilhed  him  with  thepretence  hewanted; 
and  gave  a  colour  (fuch  as  it  was^  to  th:-  defertion  he  had 
long  meditated.     Dio,  p.  149. 

**  Ruilus    was    tribune   of  the  people  in  ^  the  conru^lite 
of  Cicero  :   by  whofe  addrels  and  eloquer.ce  the  1-tw  wliich 
Rullus  attempted  to  introduce,  was  rejected.     *'  Thcfe  i.iWi 
(as  Dr.  Middleton  obferves)  '•  ufed  to  be  greedily  receivevi 
"   by   the    populace,  and  were   propofcd  therefore   |>y  j'ac- 
♦*   tious  magillrates,  as  oft   .is  they  had  any  point    to  ca-r>' 
*'  with  the   multitude  againft  the  public  good:    but  thi.> 
'•   law  (of  Rullus)  was  of  all  others  the  molt  exU"'vagant, 
"   and  by  a  fhevv  of  granting  more  to  the  people  th.^n  had 
,••    ever  been   given   beiore,  feemed  .likely  to  be  accepted. 
"  The  purpole  of  it  was   to  create  a  decemvirate,  or  t<;u 
"*  coinmiflioners,  with   abfolute  power  for  five  years  over 
*<   all  the  revenues  of  the  republic  ;    to  diftribute  tljem  at 
"   pleafure  to  the  citizens ;   to  iell  and  buy  what  lands  they 
<'   thought   fit  ;    to  determine  the   rights   of  the  principal 
*•   polfelTors  ;  to  require  an   account  from  ail  the  gcneritlU 
•"   abroad,  except    Fompey,    of    the    fpoils   taken   in  their 
.*'   wars;  to  fettle  colonies  wherefoevei'  they  judged,  proper, 
"   and  particularly  at  Capua  ;  .-irHl  in   fliort,   to  couimaud 
*♦   all  the  money  and  forces  of  iht  c.Tipire.'^     X//^  c/'9'ulljy 

if  161,  8V0.  t:i^if. 

tiiiiiry 
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A.U.703.  tunity  of  recommending  me  to  his  favour.  Let 
me  prevail  with  you  likewife  not  to  declare  your- 
felf  with  refped  to  Dolabella  :  as  your  leaving 
that  point  at  large  will  be  of  fingular  import- 
ance, not  only  to  the  affair  I  hint  at,  but  alfo  in 
regard  to  the  opinion  the  world  will  entertain  of 
your  juftice  and  honour. 

Will  it  not  be  a  high  refleftion  upon  you,  if 
I  fhould  not  be  furnifhed  with  fome  Grecian 
panthers  ?    Farewel. 

LETTER      VI. 
From  the  Same. 

IKnow  not  how  foon  you  may  wifh  to  refign 
your  government ;  but  for  my  own  part,  my 
impatience  for  your  return  is  in  proportion  to  the 
good  Fortune  that  has  hitherto  attended  your 
arms.  Whilft  you  continue  in  the  province 
therefore,  I  Ihall  be  under  perpetual  apprehen- 
fions,  left  fome  unlucky  reverfe  fhould  damp 
the  joy  I  take  in  your  late  fuccefsful  expedi- 
tion. 

I  have  time  to  write  but  a  very  few  words,  as 
I  convey  this  by  the  hands  of  the  courier  to  the 
farmers  of  the  revenue,  who  is  juft  fetting  out : 
and  indeed  I  fent  you  a  long  letter  yefterday 

by 
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by  your  freed-man.  Nothing  has  fince  occurred  a.u.  703. 
worth  communicating :  unlefs  you  fhould  have 
curiofity  enough  to  think  (as  I  imagine  you  will) 
that  ihe  following  articles  deferve  notice.  In  the 
firft  place  then,  Cornificius  is  upon  the  point 
of  being  married  to  the  youngefl  daughter  of 
Sylla :  and  in  the  next,  Paula  Valeria  on  the 
very  day  her  hu/band  was  expefted  from  his 
government,  procured  a  divorcfe,  without  al- 
ledging  the  lead  caufe.  She  is  to  be  married 
to  Decimus  Brutus.  Several  very  extraordinary 
incidents  of  the  fame  kind  have  happened  dur- 
ing your  abfence.  But  would  you  have  fuf- 
peded  that  Servius  Ocella  was  fo  well  with 
the  ladies,  as  to  have  been  twice  difcovered  in 
clofe  gallantry  within  the  fpace  of  three  fliort 
days  ?  If  you  afk  me  where  the  fcene  of  this 
amorous  adventure  was  laid  ?  In  fad  tioith,  my 
friend,  where  I  leaft  wifhed  :  but  for  the  reft  I 
leave  you  to  inquire  of  others  '.  And  a  pleafant 
piece  of  intelligence  it  will  be  for  our  noble  ge^ 
neral  to  learn,  in  whofe  fair  quarters  the  luck- 
lefs  Ocella  was  feifed !  Farewel. 

*  One  would  almoft  fufpeft,  from  the  referved  manner  ia. 
which  Cosllus  relates  this  adventure,  that  he  had  z.  Jiaring 
rea/oti  on  his  hroav  (as  the  poet  humourouJly  calls  it)  for  not 
being  more  explicit. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER      VII.   . 
To  Appius   Pulcher. 

A.u.  703.  T  Will  anfwer  your  letter  more  fully  than 
A  I  can  at  prefent,  the  very  firft  rnoment  I 
Ihall  have  more  leifure.  In  the  mean  while 
I  fnatch  the  opportunity  of  fending  this  by 
the  hands  of  fome  domellics  of  Brutus,  who 
.  juft  now  called  upon  me  at  Laodicea,  and  arc 
returning  with  all  expedition  to  Rome.  They 
are  in  fo  much  hafle  that  I  have  only  time  to 
write  this,  and  another  to  Brutus. 

The  deputies  from   Apamea  delivered  your' 
long  letter  to  me,  ^yherein  you  very  unjuftly  ac- 
cufe  me  of  having  obftruded  by  my  mandates 
the  public  monument  *  which  that  city  propofed 

*  It  was  ufual  with  thefe  Afiatic  provinces,  to  confecrate 
-.temples  to  their  Roman  governors  and  affociate  them  with 
the  gods  in  the  fame  common  ceiemonies  of  religious  wor- 
fhip.     Probably  tiierefore  the  building  which  the  City  of 
Apamea  propofed  to  eredt,  was  fome  compliment  to  Ap- 
pius of  this  facred  kind.      The  very  ingenious   Monficur 
Mongault  has   fiiewn  in    a    learned  diflertation   which  he 
•  read  before   the  Royal  Academy  of  Bel/et  Letires  at  Paris, 
that  the  divine  honours  which  were  paid   to   the   Roman 
Emperors,  were  only  a  conti))uance  of  the  fame  infamous 
proliitution  which  had  been  prac\iied  during  the   times  of 
the  republic.     Phit.  in  "vit.  FUwiin.  Memoira  de  liiterat.  vol. 
i.  p.  369. 

to 
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to  raife.     You   defire  I  would  fuffer  them  to  A.u.  703. 
proceed  immediately  upon  the  execution  of  that 
defign,  left  they  fliould  be  prevented  by  the  win- . 
ter;   and  very  feverely   reproach  me   for  hav-^- 
ing  fufpended  the  aflefiTments  for  that  purpofe 
till  I  ihould  be  able  to  inquire  into  the  juftice  of 
raifing  them.    This,  you  tell  me,  was  in  fome  fort 
an  abfolute  prohibition  :    fince  the  winter  would 
neceffarily  be  let-in,  before  I  could  return  out,, 
of  Cilicia  in  order  to  examine  into  that  affair*  j 
Having  thus  ftated  the  feveral  articles  of  your ; 
charge  j  I  will  now  Ihew  you  that  they  are  alto- 
gether unreafonable.     In  the  firft  place  then,  as  I 
had  received  complaints  on  the  part  of  thofe  who 
thought  themfelves  aggrieved  by  exceflive  taxes ; 
where  was  the  injuftice,  if  I  forbade  thefe  fub- 
fidies  to  be  levied  till  I  could  examine  into  the 
merits  of  the  cafe  ?    But  this,  it  feems,  I  could 
not  be  able  to  efFe6l,  till  the  winter.      Yet  why 
not  ?    let  me    aik :    fince  it    was   the  part  of 
thofe  who  made  thefe  complaints  to  wait  upon 
me,    rather   than   mine  to  attend  them.      But 
you  will  objeft,  perhaps,  to  the  reafonablenefs 
of  laying  thefe  people  under  the   difficulty  of 
taking  fo  long  a  journey.     Yet  this  journey  you 
yourfelf  muft    neceflarily  have    defigned    they 
Ihould  take,  when  you  gave  them  your  letter  to 
deliver  to  me.     And  deliver  it  they  accordingly 

did; 
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A.U.703.  did  :  but  they  timed  it  fo  abfurdly,  that  tho*  it- 
was  to  defire  they  might  be  permitted  to  begin 
their  work  during  the  fummer,  they  did  not- 
bring  it  to  me  till  that  feafon  was  expired.  I 
mull  acquaint  you,  however,  that  far  the 
greater  part  of  thefe  very  citizens  are  averfe 
to  the  levying  this  tax  in  queftion :  neverthe-^ 
lefs  I  fhall  take  fuch  meafures  for  that  purpofe, 
as  I  imagine  will  prove  mod  agreeable  to  your 
inclinations.  And  thus  much  for  this  Apamean 
bufinefs. 

I  am  informed  by  Paufanias,  a  freed-man  of 
Lentulus  and  one  of  my  accenfors  S  that  you 
complained  to  him  of  my  having  treated  you 
with  great  haughtinefs  and  incivility  by  not 
coming  to  meet  you  in  your  approach  to  Ico- 
.  nium.  The  fadl,  however,  is  this  :  I  received 
a  meflage  from  you  late  at  night,  acquainting 
me  that  you  propofed  to  give  me  an  interview 
in  that  city  before  the  next  morning :  but  your 
fervant  could  not  inform  me  which  of  the  two 
roads  you  intended  to  take.  In  order  therefore 
that  I  might  be  ready  to  attend  you,  I  difpatched 
your  friend  Varro,  together  with  Lepta,  the 
captain  of  my  artillery,  dired:ing  them  to  take- 
different  roads,  and  which-ever  ihould  meet  vou , 

•  The  Accenfors  were  officers  who  attended  on  the  pio- 
confular  magiflrate^  in  their  courts  of  jultice. 

firft. 
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firft,  to  return  with  immediate  notice.  Ac-  A.U.70J. 
cordingly  Lepta  came  back  with  great  expedi- 
tion: and  affuring  me  that  you  had  actually 
pafTed  the  camp,  I  inllantly  went  to  Iconium, 
What  followed  I  need  not  mention.  And  now 
is  it  probable,  that  I,  who  am  rather  apt  to  be 
more  afTiduous  in  offices  of  this  kind,  than  my 
ftation  and  character  require,  fliould  negled  to  ' 
pay  the  accuflomed  honours  to  Appius  Clau- 
dius i  to  one  dignified  with  the  augu ft  title  of 
Imperator  \  and  what  is  ftill  ftronger,  to  my 
friend  ?  But  not  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  this 
article;  I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  of  an 
cxprcflion  you  made  ufe  of  to  the  fame  perfon. 
A  compliment  of  this  kind,  you  told  him, 
had  mutually  pafTed  between  you  and  Len- 
tulus  * ;  and  did  Cicero  take  upon  himfelf  to 
ad  towards  a  perfon  of  your  quality  with 
lefs  ceremony  ?"  But  can  it  be  true,  that  fo 
weak  an  expreflion  fliould  drop  from  a  man  of 
your  improved  underftanding,  and  knowledge 
of  the  world :  I  will  add  too,  (what  the  ftoics 
juftly  rank  in  the  number  of  focial  virtues)  of 
your  refined  good  breeding  ?  Can  you  poflibly 
believe  me  (o  mean,  as  to  be  influenced  more 
by  the  diftinftions  of  birth,  than  of  merit  ?    I 

♦  Lentulus  was  predecefTor  to  Appius  in  the  governmeftt 
of  Cifilia  :  as  Appius  was  10  Cicero. 

6  have 
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A.U.  703.  have  ever  indeed  held  the  founders  of  illuf- 
-trious  families  as  truly  great :  but  never  could  I 
eileem  the  fplendid  names  they  tranfmitted  to 
their  po fieri ty,  as  objecls  of  my  admiration. 
Thefe  were  my  fentiments  even  before  I  had 
myfelf  attained  what  the  world  confiders  as  the 
higheft  honours.  But  now,  after  having  filled 
the  mofl  diftinguifhed  polls  in  the  common- 
wealth with  a  charader  that  leaves  nothing  more 
for  my  ambition  to  wifh;  tho'  I  am  far  from 
thinking  myfelf  fuperior  to  thofe  of  your  i-ank, 
I  hoped  however  that  I  might  be  deemed  their 
equal.  I  am  perfuaded  at  leafi,  that  I  have 
been  always  regarded  as  fuch,  not  only  by  Len- 
tulus,  to  whom  I  yield  the  preference  to  myfelf 
in  every  refpedt;  but  by  Pompey  likewifci 
whom  I  look  Upon  as  the  greateft  man  the 
world  has  ever  produced.  But  if  you  differ  from 
them  in  this  opinion ;  I  would  recommend  the 
writings  of  Athenodorus  *  to  your  attentive  per- 
ufal :  as  they  will  teach  you  to  form  a  more 
jufl  diflinftion  between  high  birth  and  true 
nobility  \ 

But  not  to  deviate  farther  from  the  purpole 
of  my  letter  :  I  beg  you  would  do  me  the  juf- 
tice  to  believe,  not  only  that  I  am  your  friend, 

5  He  was  preceptor  to  Auguftus  Cxfar.     Mavut, 
■*"S€'e  rem.  i,  p.ioi.  of  this  vol, 

"     '■  "'but 
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but  tiiat  I  am  moft  affeftionately  fo  :  the  truth  A.u.703. 
of  which  I  fhall  endeavour  to  evince,  by  every  *" 
means  in  my  power.  Neverthelefs,  if  you  are 
difpofed  to  make"  the  world  lufpeA  that  you 
have  lefs  reafon  to  take  my  interefl  under  your 
prote6lion  during  my  abfence,  than  I  had  to  a6t 
for  yours  in  the  fame  circumilance  j  I  v/illingly 
fpare  you  the  trouble ; 

There  want  not  chiefs  in  fuch  a  caufe  to  fight y 
And  Jove  himfelf  Jhall  guard  a  moyiarch's  right ''. 

But,  notwithftanding  you  fhould  give  me  rea- 
fon to  think  that  you  are  of  a  temper  too  ape 
to  take  offence,  you  will  not  however  extin- 
^  guilh  my  defire  of  exerting  my  beft  fervices 
in  your  behalf:  you  will  only  render  me  lefs 
foiiicitous  in  what  manner  you  may  receive 
them. 

Thus  I  have  opened  my  heart  to  you  with 
a  freedom  that  refults  from  the  confcious  ^\\\~ 
cerity  of  my  friendfliip  towards  you  :  and 
which,  as  it  was  founded  on  difpaffionate  judg- 

'  Horn.  Pope's  tranflat.  Thefe  lines  are  taken  from  the 
fpeech  of  Agamemnon  to  Achilles  in  the  firlt  Iliad,  where 
the  latter  threatens  to  withdrav/  his  forces  from  the  com- 
mon caufe.  Cicero  fcems  to  lapply  them  in  particula^Hu- 
fion  to  his  interefl:  with  Pompey  :  who,  at  this  time,  was 
the  great  idol  of  his  devotion,  and  the  political  Jove  at. 
v/hofe  flirine  he- moft  devoutly  bowed. 

Vol.  I.  G  g  ment. 
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A.u.  703.  ment,  I   lliall  preferve  juft  as  long  as  may  be 
agreeable  to  your  own  inclinations.     Farewel. 


LETTER    VIII. 

To  Caius  Cassius  %  Proqu^eflor. 

MY  own  inclinations  have  anticipated  your 
recommendation  :  I  have  long  fince  re- 
ceived Marcus  Fabius  into  the  number  of  my 
friends.  He  has  extremely  endeared  himfelf  to 
me  indeed,  by  his  great  politenefs  and  elegance 

*  He  attended  CraiTus  into  Syria,  as  his  qujeftor :  who 
being  killed  in  an  engagement  againft  the .  Parthians,  as 
has  been  related  in  rem.  7.  p.  128.  of  this  vol.  the  admini- 
firation  devolved  upon  Caffius.  He  feems  when  this  letter 
was  written  to  have  been  fetting  out,  if  not  aftually  upon 
the  road,  from  that  province.  Soon  after  his  return  to 
Rome,  the  civil  war  broke  out  ;  in  which  he  commanded 
a  very  confiderable  fleet  on  the  fide  of  Pompey  :  but  upon 
the  defeat  of  that  general  in  the  plains  of  Pharfalia,  he 
furrendered  both  himfelf  and  his  fhips  to  the  conqueror. 
See  rem.  ^  p.  171.  vol.  ii.  It  is  unneceifary  to  mention  th« 
part  which  Callius  afterwards  afted  towards  his  bene- 
faftor :  as  every  body  knows  that  he  was  the  principal 
contriver  and  manager  of  the  confpiracy  againft  Ca^far. 
Plutarch  allerts,  that  he  engaged  in  this  dehgn  from  his 
paffionate  love  of  liberty  ;  but  the  contemporaries  of  Caffius 
thought  otherwife,  and  it  was  generally  believed  in  Rome, 
that  he  was  actuated  upon  that  occafion  more  by  pique 
than  patriotifm.  It  is  probable  indeed  that  the  former  was 
his  itrongeft,  if  not  his  fingle,  motive  :  for  his  oppreffivc 
and  tyrannical  condud  during  his  adminiftration  of  the 
province  of  Syria,  renders  it  not  very  reafonable  to  fuppofe 
that  he  was  a  real  friend  to  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
kind. Plut.  in  -vit.  Brut,  Cic.  epijl.famil.  viii.  10.  fee  let. 
14.  book  iv.  p.  390.  of  this  vol. 

of 
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of  manners  :  but  particularly  by  the  fingular  A.u.703. 
affedtion  I  have  obferved  he  bears  towards  you. 
Accordingly,  tho'  your  letter  in  his  behalf  was 
not  without  effect,  yet  my  own  knowledge  of 
the  regard  he  entertains  for  you  had  fomewhat 
more :  you  may  be  aiTured  therefore  I  fhall  very 
faithfully  confer  upon  him  the  good  offices  you 
requeft. 

Many  reafons  concurred  to  make  me  wifli 
you  could  have  given  me  an  interview.  In  the 
firft  place,  I  was  defirous  after  fo  tedious  a 
feparation,  to  fee  a  friend  whom  I  have  long 
eftecmed.  In  the  next  place  I  'Ihould  have 
been  glad  to  have  exprefled  thofe  congratula- 
tions in  perfon,  which  I  have  already  paid  you 
in  a  letter.  I  wanted  likewife  an  opportunity  • 
of  conferring  with  you  upoD  our  mutual  affaifsj 
as  well  as  of  confirming  a  friendfhip  founded  on 
many  reciprocal  good  offices,  tho'  interrupted 
indeed  by  a  long  abfence.  But  fince  I  could 
not  obtain  the  pleafure  of  a  nearer  conference, 
let  me  take  the  advantage  at  leall  of  this  more 
diftaht  communication  :  and  which  in  moft  re- 
fpefls  will  anfwer,  the  fame  purpofe.  There  is 
one  or  •  two  however,  I  mufb  except :  as  it  can 
neither  afford  me  a  fatisfaftion  equal  to  that  of 
feeing  you,  nor  a  mean  of  rendering  you  fo 
jenfible  of  the  joy  I  feel  in  your  late  fuccefs. 

G  g  2  But 
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A.U.703.  But  tho'  I  have  already  exprefied  my  congra- 
tulations in  a  former  letter,  I  will  here  again 
afTure  you  that  I  very  fincerely  rejoice,  not  only 
in  the  illuftrious  aftions  you  have  performed  ^, 
but  at  your  very  opportune  departure  amidib 
the  general  efteem  and  applaufes  of  the  whole 
province. 

And  now,  what  I  had  farther  to  fay  if  wc 
had  metj  related  to  our  mutual  affairs :  a  point 

'  Caffius,  after  the  death  of  Craflus,  and  the  total  defeat 
of  his  army,  condu<2:ed  bsck  the  remains  of  the  Roman 
troops  into- Syria,  and  ill  at  himfelf  up  in  Antiochia.  But 
upon  the  approach,  of  the  Parthians  towards  that  City,  he 
failed  out  ;  and  by  his  bravery  and  condafi,  kavingre- 
pulfed  tlie  enemy,  he  continued  harraffing  their  retreat  till 
he  drove  them  entirely  oat  of  Syria.  It  is  upon  this  fuc- 
ceJs  that  Cicero's  congratulations  are  founded :  bet  tiey 
are  congratulations  in  which  he  was  b}''  no  means  fincere. 
For  in  fome  letters  to  Atticus  written  about  this  time,  he 
fpealcs  of  CafEas  as  having  magnified  his  a&ons  to  the  (e~ 
Rate  much  bej'ond  the  truth  :  and  even  claims  a  fliare  with 
him  ill  the  glory  of  repulfing  the  Partbians.  It  was  the 
news,  he  fays,  of  his  beiug  upon  the  march  in  order  to 
affiil  Caflius,  that  animated  his  courage,  and  fpread  fuch 
terror  among  the  enemy  as  induced  thern  to  retreat.  But 
this  (as^  the  very  ingenious  French  tranflator  of  the  letters 
to  Atticus  obferves)  was  afcribing  to  himfelf  an  honour  to 
which  he  had  certainly  no  right.  For  Cicero  wzs  at  a 
great  diftance  from  Antiochia  when  the  Parthians  retreated 
from  that  city  :  wiiich  the  bravery  of  Caffius,  together  with 
their  own  inexperience  in  the  nature  of  regular  fieges,  were 
the  only  caufes  of  their  abandoning.  An  obfervation  there- 
fore of  Cicero's  own,  may  ferve,  perhaps,  as  a  proper  con - 
clufion  to  this  remark  :  Deforme  eft  de  fe-ipfo  pr^edicare,/alfa 
prafertlm  ;  et  cum  irrijione  audientiufn  imitari  militem  gloria- 
fum.  Dio,  p.  154.  Ad  Att.  V.  20,  21,  Mong.  Traduft. 
vol.  iii.  p.  148.  rsm.  9.  Deoific.i.  58. 

however 
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however  which  may  full  as  well  be  difcuffed  In  a. u. -01 
this  manner.  With  regard  to  your  own  ;  when 
I  confider  your  interefl  in  general,  I  cannot  but 
advife  you  to  haften  to  Rome.  When  I  left  the 
city,  there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  any 
jdefigns  to  your  prejudice  :  and  I  am  perfuaded 
your  returning  thither  while  the  fuccels  of  your 
arms  is  frefh  upon  the  minds  of  the  people, 
fivill  infure  you  a  reception  greatly  to  your  ho- 
;iour.  The  reafon  for  haftening  your  journey 
will  hold  ftill  ftronger,  if  you  are  convinced 
that  you  fliall  be  able  to  defeat  thofe  profe- 
cutions  which  you  are  apprehenfive,  it  feems, 
may  be  brought  againfc  fome  of  your  officers : 
as  nothing  will  place  your  character  in  a  more 
advantageous  light,  than  a  viftory  of  this  kind. 
But,  if  you  imagine  the  charge  can  be  made 
good  againft  them ;  it  merits  your  confidera- 
tion,  whether  your  arrival  in  Rome  will  not 
happen  in  a  conjun6lure  very  unfavourable  for 
fuch  a  circumftance.  Upon  the  whole,  you 
yourfelf  are  mofl  capable  of  determining  this 
queftion  :  as  you  are  the  beft  judge  of  your  own 
ftrength.  If  you  think  you  fliall  triumph  over 
your  adverfaries ;  it  is  a  circumftance  undoubt- 
edly that  will  raife  your  general  credit :  but  if 
you  are  clear  that  the  reverfe  will  prove  the 
.cafe,  you  will  certainly  be  lefs  mortified  by  the 

G  p;  1  diftant 
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A.u.  703.  diftant  refle(5lions  of  the  worldj  than  If  you  were 
place4  within  the  hearing  of  their  malicious 
cepfures. 

As  to  my  own  affairs  ;  I  mufl  repeat  the  re- 
quefl  of  my  lad,  and  intreat  you  to  exert  your 
utmofl  endeavours  that  my  continuance  here 
may  not  be  extended  beyond  the  period  limited 
by  the  fenate  and  the  people.  I  urge  this  re- 
queft,  as  one  upon  which  all  my  hopes  depend  : 
and  intreat  you  to  aft  in  it  with  a  proporti- 
onable zeal.  You  will  find  Paulus  "  ex- 
tremely well  difpofed  to  co-operate  v/ith  you 
upon  this  occafion  :  as  alfp  both  Curio  and 
Furnius  '*, 

I  have  only  to  add  the  laft  article  I  men- 
tioned, as  an  inducement  for  defiring  an  Inter- 
view :  I  mean,  in  order  to  renew  and  confirm 
the  pledges  of  our  mutual  friendlhlp.  I  perfuade 
rfqyfelf  It  will  not  be  neceffaify  to  employ  many 
words  for  that  purpofe.  You  difcovered  indeed 
an  early  difpofition  to  be  thus  united  with  me  : 
as  on  my  part,  I  always  confidered  it  as  my 
particular  honour.  I  found  it  too  my  great  fup- 
port  in  the  feafon  of  my  misfortunes.  Let  mc 
add.  In  farther  claim  to  its  continuance,  that  I 
|iave  contra6led  fince  your  abfence  a  great  inti- 

"  One  of  the  prefent  confuls. 
^^  Tribunes  of  the  people, 

piacy 
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macy  with  your  relation  Brutus''.  I  promife  A.u.705. 
myfelf  much  fatisfaftion  from  the  fociety  of  two 
fuch  ingenious  friends,  as  well  as  very  high 
advantages  from  your  united  fervices  :  fuffer 
me  not,  I  conjure  you,  to  conceive  this  hope 
in  vain.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  to  hear  from 
you  immediately  :  as  I  defire  likewife  you  would 
write  to  me  very  frequently  when  you  retura  to 
Rome.     Farewel. 


LETTER    IX. 

To  Marcus  Coelius,  Curule-^dilc, 

THE  very  worthy  and  learned  Marcus 
Fabius  \  is  a  perfon  with  whom  I  am 
mofl  intimately  connedled.  He  ftrongly  indeed 
engages  my  afFeftion,  not  only  by  his  fuperior 
genius  and  erudition,  but  by  that  uncommon 
modefty  which  adorns  them.  I  intreat  you  there- 
fore to  undertake  his  caufe  with  the  fame 
warmth  as  if  it  were  my  own.  I  know  you 
fine  orators  are  fo  much  employed,  that  a  man 

"  Brutus  was  at  this  time  married  to  Junia  the  Siller  of 
Caffius. 

'  This  feems  to  be  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  forego- 
ing letter:  in  vvhofe  behalf  Caffius  had  written  to  Cicero. 
The  following  epiftle  is  likewife  in  favour  of  the  fame 
friend,  and  upon  the  fame  occafion. 

G  g  4  muft 
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A.u.  703.  miift  have  committed  murder  at  lead,  ere  he 
can  hope  that  his  affairs  are  of  fignificancy 
enough  to  claim  your  affiflance.  In  the  pre- 
fent  inftance  however,  I  will  take  no  excufe : 
and  if  I  have  any  ihare  in  your  regard,  you  will 
give  up  all  other  bufinefs,  when  Fabius  requires 
your  fervices. 

The  feverity  of  the  winter  has  prevented 
my  receiving  any  difpatches  from  Rome,  a 
confiderable  time.  I  am  extremely  impatient 
therefore  to  hear  what  is  going  forward  amongft 
you  :  and  particularly  what  my  friend  Ccelius  is 
doing.     Farewcl. 

LETTER    X. 

To  CuRTius  Peduc^anus,  Prstor*. 

I  Have  long  enjoyed  an  intimacy  with  Mar- 
cus Fabius,  for  whom  I  fincercly  profefs  the 
moft  tender  regard.  I  do  not,  however,  defire 
to  influence  your  judgment  in  the  fuit  v/hich  he 
has  depending  before  you:  as  I  am  fure  you 
will  not  depart  from  thofe  rules  of  equity  v/hich 
your  hoTfour  obliges  you  to  obferve,  and  which 

*  The  prcetors  were  next  in  rank  and  power  to  the 
confuls:  and  their  ofiice  fomewhat  refembled  that  of  our 
chief  jultices.     See  rem.  14.  p.  363.  of  this  vol. 
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you  prefcribed  to  yourfelf  when  you  firfl  entered  A.u.705. 
upon  your  office  \  My  only  requeft  is  (and 
it  is  a  requeft  I  moft  earneftly  make)  that  you 
would  allow  him  to  wait  upon  you,  and  would 
favour  his' claim  fo  far  as  juftice  is  on  his  fide. 
In  a  word,  let  me  intreat  you  to  ftiew  him 
that  my  friendfhip  can  avail  him  even  at  this 
^iftance.     Farewel, 


LETTER    XI. 

To   Appius   Pulcher. 

I  Have  at  laft  received  a  letter  from  you  writ- 
ten in  a  fpirit  worthy  of  yourfelf:  as  it  is 
conceived  in  terms  full  of  a  generous  and  can- 
did friendfhip.  It  fhould  feem  indeed,  that  the 
very  view  of  Rome  had  an  immediate  efFeft 
upon  your  temper,  and  reftored  you  to  the 
agreeable  pofieflion  of  your  ufual  good  humour 
and  politenefs.  I  am  fure  at  leaft,  that  the  two 
complaining  letters  you  wrote  to  me  on  your 
journey,  ere  you  had  left  Afia,  were  fuch  as  I 
could  not  read  without  relu6lance.     I  will  own 

3  The  feveral  praetors  before  they  entered  upon  their  of- 
fice, drew  up  and  publifhed  a  fort  of  formulary  which  they 
intended  to  obferve  in  their  refpeftive  adminiftrations  of 
juftice.     Rojifi.  Jtitij.  Rem.  vii.  700r 

too. 
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A.U.703.  too,  that  confcious  of  the  inviolable  attachment 
which  I  have  ever  preferved  to  your  interefls,  I 
could  not  forbear  anfvvering  them  with  fonrre 
v/armth.  The  letter  indeed  which  you  deli- 
vered to  my  freed-man  Philotimus,  left  me  no 
room  to  doubt  that  there  were  fome  perfons  in 
this  province,  who  were  no  well-wifhers  to  Our 
union.  But  I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  find,  that 
as  foon  as  you  came  to  Rome,  or  rather  as  loon 
as  you  were  met  by  your  friends  and  family, 
you  were  convinced  of  that  warm  and  conftant 
teftimony  I  gave  of  my  friendlhip  and  elleem 
for  you  upon  all  occafions  during  your  abfence. 
You  will  eafily  imagine  then  with  how  much 
pleafuFe  I  read  your  affurances,  that  if  any  in- 
cident fhould  arife  wherein  my  reputation  may 
be  concerned,  you  will  endeavour  to  make  me 
an  equal  return.  And  tho'  you  doubt  whether 
you  fliall  be  able  effedually  to  do  fo  ;  moll 
certainly  there  is  no  reafon  to  quefcion  it :  for 
there  is  nothing,  my  friend,  which  a  fincere 
and  zealous  affedion  is  not  capable  of  per- 
forming. 

Notwithflanding  I  was  well  perfuaded  in  my 
own  judgment,  and  had  received  frequent  afTu- 
rances  likewife  by  the  letters  of  my  friends, 
•that  you  would  undoubtedly  be  honoured  with 
a  triumph,^  yet  it  afforded  me  a  fingular  plea- 

fure 
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fure  to  be  confirmed  ^  in  this  perfuafion  by  your  A.u.  703. 
own  hand.  Believe  me  however,  I  by  no  means 
rejoice  in  it  from  a  felnfti  Epicurean  principle, 
and  as  it  may  probably  facilitate  my  own  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  fame  kind ;  but  as  taking  a 
fincere  and  difinterefted  fhare  in  every  increafe 
of  your  dignities.  I  intreat  you  then,  as  you 
have  more  frequent  opportunities  of  writing 
into  this  province  than  any  other  of  my  friends, 
that  you  would  give  me  immediate  notice  as 
foon  as  you  fhall  have  obtained  the  decree,  which 
you  have  fo  much  reafon  to  expect,  and  which 
I  fo  unfeignedly  wifh  you.  If  the  tedious  refo- 
lutions  of  the  long  bench,  as  our  friend  Pompey 
calls  the  fenate,  fhould  delay  your  hopes  a  few 
days  (and  more  than  a  few  days  they,  furely, 
cannot  delay  them)  be  confident,  however,  that 
they  will  at  length  diftinguillTi  you  with  thofe 
honours  which  are  fo  juftly  your  due.  Again 
therefore  I  conjure  you  as  you  give  me  your 
afFedion,  or  would  preferve  7nim,  to  let  me 
participate  in  the  joy  of  this  good  news  as  early 
as  poffible. 

To  this  requefl  I  will  join  another :  and  re- 
mind you  of  executing  your  promife  of  fending 

•♦  When  Cicero  wrote  this  epiftle  he  had  not  received 
the  letter  from  Cosliiis,  wherein  he  gives  him  an  account  of 
Appiiis  having  dropped  his  petition  for  a  triumph.  See  the 
cch  letter  of  this  book. 

me 
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A.-U.  703.  me  the  completion  of  your  trcatife  on  augury  ^ 
I  a(k  this,  not  only  as  being  defirous  of  in- 
foraaing  myfelf  in  the  rites  and  principles  of 
the  facred  college  j  but  as  I  receive  with  un- 
common fatisfadtion  every  mark  of  your  favour. 
As  to  the  requefl  you  made  nie  on  your  pait,  of 
returning  you  a  compliment  in  the  fame  kind ; 
jt  is  a  point  I  muft  well  confider.  For  it; 
would  ill  become  an  author  v/hom  you  have  fo 
often  applauded  for  the  pains  ^  he  bellows  upoa 

5  See  rem.  i.  p.  279.  of  this  vol. 

*  **  'Tis  ftrange  to  fee  how  difFerently  the  inanity  of  manr 
"  kind  runs,  in  different  times  and  feafons.  'Tis  at  prefent 
the  boaft  of  almoft  every  enterprizer  in  the  mules  art, 
that  by  his  genius  alone,  and  a  natural  rapidity  of  ftile 
and  thought,  he  is  able  to  carry  all  before  him ;  that 
he  plays  with  his  bufmefs,  does  things  in  paffing  ;  at  a 
*'  venture  ;  and  in  the  quickeft  period  of  time.  In  the 
**  days  of  Attic  elegance,  as  works  we^e  then  truly  of 
*'  another  form  and  turn,  fo  workmen  were  of  another  hu- 
'*  mour,  and  had  their  vanity  of  a  quite  contrary  kind. 
*'  They  became  rather  ajflefted  in  endeavouring  to  difcover 
'*  the  pains  they  had  taken  to  hr  corred.  They  were  glad 
'*  to  infinuate  how  laborio.ufly,*'-?-nd  with  what  expence  of 
'*  time,  they  had  brought  the  fmalleil  work  of  theirs  (as 
*'  perhaps  a  fingle  ode,  or  fatire,  an  oration,  or  panegyric) 
"  to  its  perfeftion.  When  they  had  fo  poliihed  their  piece, 
*'  and  rendered  it  fo  natural  and  eafy,  that  it  feemed  only 
*'  a  lucky  flight,  a  hit  of  thought,  or  flowing  vein  of  hu- 
*'  mour;  they  were  then  chiefly  concerned  left  it  fliould  in 
"  reality  pafs  for  fuch,  and  their  artifice  remain  undif- 
"  covered.  They  were  willing  it  fliould  be  known  how 
**  ferious  their  play  was;  and  how  elaborate  their  freedom 
"  and  facility  ;  that  they  might  fay  as  the  agreeable  and 
**  polite  poet,  glancing  on  himfeif, 

•*  Ludentis  fpeciem  dabit  tt  torqnebitur"^     ■ 

Shaftf.  chai-ai5t.  i.  233. 
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his  compofitions,  to  fufFer  any  crude  and  indi-  a.u.  tojJ 
gefted  performance  to  come  forth  from  his 
hands  :  cfpecially  upon  an  occafion  that  would 
juftly  expofe  him  to  the  cenfure,  not  only  of 
being  guilty  of  negligence,  but  of  a  mofl  un- 
grateful difrefpe^^.  However,  I  may  find  fome 
opportunity  perhaps,  of  fatisfying  both  you  and 
myfelf  upon  this  article.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
hope  you  will  endeavour,  in  conformity  to  your 
promife,  that  a  public  thankfgiving  of  the  mofl 
diftinguifhed  kind  be  decreed  as  foon  as  pof- 
iible,  on  account  of  rny  late  viflories  :  and  I 
am  perfuaded  you  will  ad  with  that  zeal 
which  is  agreeable  to  your  fincerity,  and  to 
the  friendlhip  which  has  long  fubfifled  be- 
tween US-  I  was  fomewhat  later  in  my  public 
difpatches  for  this  purpofe,  than  I  wifhed :  and 
as  they  were  delayed  likewife  by  the  diffi- 
culty of  navigation  at  that  feafon,  they  did  not, 
I  fuppofe,  arrive  before  the  fenate  was  pro- 
rogued. It  was  tlie  influence  which  your  advice 
always  has  upon  my  judgment,  that  induced 
me  to  defer  them  :  and  I  am  fatisfied  it  was 
perfedly  right  not  to  acquaint  the  fenate  of  my 
being  faluted  with  the  title  of  hnj^eratort  till  I 
had  gained  ftill  farther  advantages  by  my  arms, 
md  entirely  completed  the  campaign.  I  con- 
fidently rely  therefore  upon  the  aflillance  you 

have 
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A.U.703.  have  promifed  me ;  and  recommend  to  your  pro- 
teftion  whatever  elfe  concerns  either  my  affairs 
or  my  family.     Farewel. 


LETTER    XIL 

To  Marcus  Coelius* 

WOULD  you  imagine  that  I  fhould  ever 
be  at  a  lofs  for  words  ?  I  do  not  mean 
of  that  chofen  and  elegant  kind  which  are  the 
privilege  of  you  celebrated  orators,  but  thofe  of 
ordinary  and  common  ufe.  Yet,  believe  me,  I 
am  utterly  incapable  of  exprefnng  the  follici- 
tude  I  feel  concerning  the  refolutions  that  may 
be  taken  in  the  fenate  in  regard  to  the  provin- 
ces. I  am  extremely  impatient  indeed  to  return 
to  my  friends  at  Rome  :  among  which  number 
you  are  principally  in  my  thoughts.  I  will  con- 
fefs  likewife  that  I  am  quite  fatiated  of  my  go- 
vernment. For  in  the  firft  place,  I  have  more 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  fome  reverfe  of  For- 
tune may  deprive  me  of  the  glory  I  have  here 
acquired,  than  to  expeft  I  fhall  be  able  to  raife 
it  higher.  And  in  the  next  place,  I  cannot  but 
look  upon  the  whole  bufinefs  of  this  fcene,  as 
much  inferior  to  my  ftrength  :  which  is  both 
able  and  accuflomed  to  fupport  a  far  more  rm- 

3  portant 
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portant  weight.  I  will  acknowledge  too,  that  A.u.yo-?. 
I  am  uneafy  in  the  expedtation  of  a  very  ter- 
rible war  ''  which  is  likely  to  be  kindled  in  this 
part  of  the  world :  and  which  I  may  probably 
efcape,  if  I  fhould  obtain  my  difmifiion  at  the 
fbated  time. 

I  do  not  forget  the  panthers  yon  defired  i  and 
have  given  my  orders  to  the  perfons  ufually  em- 
ployed in  hunting  them :  but  thefe  animals  are 
exceedingly  fcarce  with  us.     They  take  it  fo  un- 
kind, you  mud  know,  that  they  fhould  be  the 
only  creatures  in  my  province  for  whom    any 
fnares  are  laid,  that  they  have  withdrawn  them- 
felves  from  my  government,   and  are  marched 
into  Caria.     However  the  huntfmen,  and  par- 
ticularly   honeft    Patifchus,    are   making   very 
diligent  inquiry  after  their  haunts  j  and  all  the 
game   they   can    meet   with,   fliall   certainly    be 
yours :  but  what  the  number  v/jll  prove,  is  al- 
together uncertain.     Be  well  affured,  the  honour 
of  your  ^dilefhip  is  much  my  care  :  and  this 
day  particularly  reminds  me  of  it,  as  it  is  the 
fellival  of  the  Megalefian  games  *. 

^  With  the  Parthians. 

'  The  Megalefian  games  were  under  the  conduct  of  the 
curule  ^diles,  as  well  as  thole  called  the  Roman.  The 
learned  Manutius  therefore  conjectures,  that  the  anniverfary 
of  the  former  reminded  Cicero  of  the  panthers  which  Cce- 
lius  requefted  in  order  to  grace  thofe  Ihews  he  was  to  ex- 

I  hope 
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A.v.  703.  I  hope  you  will  fend  me  a  minute  detail  of 
our  public  affairs  :  as  I  have  an  intire  depend- 
ance  on  the  accounts  which  are  tranfmitted  to 
me  by  your  hand.     Farewel. 


LETTER    XIII . 
To  Therm  us,  Proprstor* 

YOUR  very  generous  treatment  of  Marcus 
Marcilius,  the  fon   of  my  friend  and  in- 
terpreter ^j  is  a  mofl  obliging  inftance,  among 
many  others,  of  the  regard  you  pay  to  my  re- 
commendations.    He  came  to  me  at  Laodicea, 
and  expreffed  the  higheft  gratitude  for  the  good 
offices  you  had  conferred  upon  him  at  my  re- 
queft.     As  you  fee  therefore  that  your  favours 
are  not  beftowed  upon  thofe  who  are  inf^nfiblc 
of  their  value ;  I  hope  you  will  be  the  more  in- 
hibit at  the  latter  :    which   were  celebrated  with  greater- 
pomp  and  magnificence.     The  nature  of  the  Roman  games 
has   already  been   explained  in  rem.   7.    p.    354.    of   this 
■vol.     The  Megalefian  games   were  inllituted  in  honour  of 
the  mother  of  the  godsj  and  were  fo  called  from  Megalefia, 
(fcil.    0  vmoi;   rr.c,'" ^j.iyaM'^    Osa;)    a  temple  in  Phrygia,   from 
whence  the  ftatue  and  worfhip  of  that  goddefs  was  brought 
to  Rome.-     This  fefiival  commenced  on  the  4th  of  April, 
and  continued  fix  days. 

^  The  governors  of  provinces  were  prohibited  frdrri 
ufing  any  other  language  than  the  Latin,  in  the  functions 
of  their  minillry  :  for  which  reafon  they  were  always  at- 
tended with  interpreters.     Val.  Max.  ii.  2. 

clined 
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dined  to  continue  them.  I  intreat  you  then  to  A.U.  703- 
interpofe,  as  far  as  your  honour  will  permit,  in 
preventing  a  profecution  wherein  the  mother-in- 
law  of  this  young  man  is  likely  to  be  involved. 
And  tho'  I  ftrongly  recommended  Marcilius  to 
you  in  my  former  letterj  yet  it  is  with  ftill  greater 
warmth  that  I  do  fo  in  this  :  as  I  have  fince  re- 
ceived very  fingular,  and  indeed  almoft  incre- 
dible proofs  of  his  father's  probity  and  fidelity 
during  the  many  months  he  has  been  engaged  irl 
my  fervice.     Farewel. 


L  E  ITER    XIVo 
To  the  Same. 

'^  I  ''HE  report  of  a  very  confiderable  war  being 
kindled  in  Syria,  is  confirmed  to  me  by 
daily  exprefTes.     I  take  the  liberty  therefore,  in 
confidence  of  our  mutual   friendfhip,    to  prefs 
you  fo  much  the  more  fbrongly   to  difmifs  my 
lieutenant  Anneius   as   foon   as    pofilble.      His 
military  abilities  indeed  will  render  his  advice 
and  afTiflance  o(  fingular  advantage  in  this  con- 
jundure,  both  to  myfelf  and    to   the  republic. 
Nothing  could   have   induced  him  to  leave  me 
at  this  critical  fcafon,  or,   in  truth,  have   pre- 
vailed with  me  to   confent  to  his  abfence,  but 
Vol.  \  H  h  an 
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A.U.703.  an  affair  of  the  lail  importance  to  his  intereft. 
Plowever,  as  I  purpofe  to  go  into  Cilicia  ^  about 
the  beginning  of  May,  it  is  abfolutely  neceifary 
he  fhould  return  before  that  time. 

I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  mofl  earneflly 
renewing  the  requeft  I  made  to  you  in  perfon, 
and  which  I  afterwards  repeated  in  a  letter, 
that  you  would  employ  your  good  offices  in  fet- 
tling his  conteft  with  the  city  of  Sardis,  agree- 
ably to  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  the  dignity 
of  his  characSter.  1  had  the  pleafure  when  I 
talked  with  you  upon  this  fubje6l  at  Ephefus, 
to  find  you  perfedly  well  difpofed  to  afTift  him 
upon  his  own  account.  Let  me  add,  however, 
that  your  adjufling  this  affair  to  his  fatisfaftion, 
will  be  performing  the  mofl  acceptable  fervice 
likewife  to  myfelf.  I  conjure  you  therefore  to 
difpatch  it  with  all  poflible  expedition.  Fare- 
wel. 


*  Befides  the  province  of  Cilicia  properly  fo  called,  there 
were  three  other  adjoining  diftrifts  annexed  to  Cicero's  go- 
vernment :  in  one  of  which  he  appears  to  have  been  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  letter. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XV. 
To  Marcus  Coelius,  Curiile--^dile. 

YOUR  very  agreeable  letters  vifit  me  but  fel-  A.U.703. 
dom :  perhaps,  by  fome  accident  or  other, 
they  lofe  their  way.  How  full  was  the  lafl: ' 
which  came  to  my  hands,  of  the  mofb  prudent 
^nd  obliging  advice  !  I  had  determined  indeed 
to  ad  in  the  manner  you  recommend :  but  it 
gives  an  additional  ftrength  to  one's  refolu- 
tions,  to  find  them  conformable  to  the  (Gn~ 
timents  of  fo  faithful  and  fo  judicious  a 
friend.  I  have  often  aflured  you  of  my  extreme 
afFeftion  for  Appius :  and  I  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, after  our  mutual  reconcilement,  that  he 
entertained  the  fame  favourable  difpofition  to- 
wards me.  For  he  diflinguifhed  me  in  his  con- 
fulate  with  great  marks  of  honour  and  amity:  and 
appeared  willing  upon  all  occafions  to  gratify 
my  requefts  even  in  favour  of  others.  I  muft  ap- 
peal to  you  (fince  the  droll  Phania  %  is,  I  think, 
no  more)  that  I  was  not  wanting  on  my  part  in 
a  fui table  return  :  and  indeed  he  ftood  fo  much 

*  The  5  th  letter  of  this  book. 

*  A  favourite  freed-man  of  Appius. 

H  h  2  the 
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A.u.  705.  the  higher  in  my  efleem,  as  I  was  fenfible  of  the 
affedion  he  had  conceived  for  you.  Add  to 
this,  that  I  am,  as  you  well  know,  wholly  de- 
voted to  Pompey,  and  tenderly  attached  alfo  to 
Brutus  '.  Can  I  then  want  a  reafon  of  uniting 
myfelf  with  Appius,  thus  fupported  as  he  is,  by 
the  mofl  pov/erful  friends  and  alliances,  and 
flourifhing  in  every  other  advantage  that  can  be 
derived  from  affluent  poffeflions  in  conjunction 
with  great  abilities  '^ !  But  befides  thefe  confide- 
rations,  I  muft  mention  likewife  the  connection 
that  Hibfifts  between  us  as  members  of  the  fame 
facred  college,  and  the  honour  he  has  publicly 
paid  me  in  his  learned  treatife  concerning  its 

■  That  Cicero  was  wholly  devoted  to  Pompey,  cannot 
be  doubted  :  but  that  he  was  fincere  in  this  declaratioa 
with  refpeft  to  Brutus,  may  v/ell  be  qucftioned.  It  appears 
indeed  that  they  v/ere  neither  of  them  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  each  other  at  this  time :  and  Cicero  complains  to 
Atticus  of  having  received  fome  very  haughty  and  dif- 
refpedlful  letters  from  Brutus,  even  when  the  latter  was 
folliciting  his  good  offices  in  favour  of  Appius.  Nullas  mi- 
qnam  (fays  he)  ad  me  litter  as  mijit  Brutus,  ne  prDxh?te  qiiidem 
sle  Appio,  in  qui  bus  7ion  ejfet  arroganSy  axoivmnrov  aliquid. 
Plane  pariim  cogitat,  quid  fcribat,  aut  ad  quern.  Ad  Att.  vi. 
'3.  vid.  etiam  vi.  i.  v.  21.     See  rem.  2.  p.  379.  of  this  vol. 

4  Thefe  were  the  true,  and  perhaps  the  only  reafons 
which  induced  Cicero  to  endeavour  to  be  upon  good  terms 
with  Appius.     For  that  he  hW  a  real  afFeftion  for  him,  as 

,  he  pretends  in  this  epiftle,  is  by  no  means  probable.  On 
the  contrary,  in  a  letter  to  Atticus,  he  fpeaks  of  his  dif- 
pofition  towards  Appius,  in  terms  of  much  lower  import ; 
and  difcovers  at  the  fame  time  the  principal  motive  that 
engaged  him  in  his  interelL  Pro  Appio  nos  hie  omnia  facie' 
vius  ;  honejle  tamen,  fed  plane  libenter.     Nee  enim  ipjum  odi- 

.  laus  J  et  Fompeiui  mir'fce  amt  conttndit.     Ad  Att.  vi.  2. 

inilitutions. 
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inditutions.  I  mark  out  thefe  feveral  circnm-  ^.\J.7o^ 
fiances  the  more  particularly,  as  your  letter 
feemed  to  intimate  a  doubt  in  what  manner  I  was 
inclined  towards  him.  This  leads  me  to  fufpeft, 
that  fome  idle  tale  or  other  has  been  reported  to 
the  difadvantage  of  my  fentiments  refpefling  Ap- 
pius  :  but  be  allured,  whatever  you  have  heard 
of  that  nature,  is  utterly  falfe.  I  muft  confefs 
at  the  fame  time,  that  his  maxim.s  and  mine  in 
the  adminiftration  of  this  province,  have  been 
fomewhat  different :  and  it  may  from  thence, 
perhaps,  have  been  fuggeited,  that  I  a£led  coun- 
ter to  his  meafures  more  from  a  fpirit  of  op- 
pofition,  than  from  any  real  difagreement  of 
principles.  But  believe  me,  I  have  never  faid 
or  done  the  leaft  thing  throughout  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  government,  with  a  view  of  preju- 
dicing his  reputation.  And  now  that  my  friend 
Dolabella  has  fo  rafhly  attacked  him,  I  am  ex- 
erting all  my  good  offices  to  diffipate  the  rifnig 
ftorm  with  which  he  is  threatened. 

You  mentioned  fomething  of  a  lethargic  in- 
a6livity  that  had  feifed  the  republic.  I  rejoiced 
no  doubt,  to  hear  that  you  were  in  a  Hate  of  fucli 
profound  tranquility,  as  well  as  tliat  our  fpirited 
friend  ^  was  fo  much  infefted  with  this  gene- 
ral indolence,  as  not  to  be  in  a  liumour  of  dif- 

5  Curio, 
H  h  3  turbing 
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A.u.  703.  turbing  it.  But  the  lafl  paragraph  of  your  letter, 
which  was  written^  I  obferved,  with  your  own 
hand,  changed  the  fcene,  and  fomewhat  indeed 
difcompofed  me.  Is  Curio  really  then  become  a 
convert  to  Csefar  ?  But  extraordinary  as  this  event 
may  appear  to  others  ;  believe  me  it  is  agreeable 
to  what  I  always  fufpefted.  Good  gods  !  how  do 
I  long  to  laugh  with  you  at  the  ridiculous  farce 
which  is  a6ting  in  your  part  of  the  world  ? 

I  have  finiihed  my  juridical  circuit:  and  not 
only  fettled  the  finances  of  the  feveral  cities 
upon  a  more  advantageous  bafis,  but  fecured  to 
the  farmers  of  the  revenues  the  arrears  due  on 
their  former  agreements,  without  the  leaft  com- 
plaint from  any  of  the  parties  concerned.  In 
Ihort,  I  have  given  entire  fatisfaclion  to  all  or- 
ders and  degrees  of  men  in  this  province.  I 
propofe  therefore  to  fet  out  for  Cilicia  ^  on  the 
7th  of  May:  from  whence,  after  having  juft 
looked  upon  the  troops  in  their  fummer  canton- 
ment, and  fettled  fome  affairs  relating  to  the 
army,  I  intend,  agreeably  to  the  decree  of  the 
fenate  for  that  purpofe,  to  fet  forward  to  Rome. 
I  am  extremely  impatient  indeed  to  return  to 
my  friends  :  but  particularly  to  you,  whom  I 
much  wifh  to  fee  in  the  adminifVration  of  your 
i^dilefhip.     Farewel. 

^  See  rem.  *  p.  466.  of  this  vol. 

5  LET- 
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LETTER      XVI. 
To  QuiMTus  Theracus,  Propn'Etor, 

IT  is  with  great  pleafure  I  perceive  that  my  a.u.  70^ 
fervices  to  Rhodo  and  others  of  your  friends, 
as  well  as  thofe  likewife  which  I  have  performed 
to  yourfelf,  prove  acceptable  to  a  man  of  your 
grateful  difpofition.  Be  alfured  you  will  find  me 
dill  more  and  more  defirous  of  advancing  your 
credit  and  reputation :  though  I  mufl  add  that 
the  lenity  and  juftice  of  your  government  feem 
already  to  have  raifed  them  as  high  as  polTible. 

The  more  I  refle6t  upon  your  affairs  (and 
they  are  the  daily  fubjecl  of  my  thoughts)  the 
more  I  am  confirmed  in  that  advice  I  commu«- 
nicated  to  you  by  Arifto.  I  am  well  perfuaded 
indeed  that  you  will  draw  upon  yourfelf  very 
powerful  enemies,  if  you  fhould  put  any  flight 
upon  a  young  nobleman  of  your  quceftor's  rank 
and  interefb.  And  a  flight  it  will  undoubtedly 
be,  if  you  fhould  not  at  your  departure  comm.it 
the  adminiftration  of  the  province  to  his  hands : 
as  there  is  no  other  perfon  to  whom  you  can 
truft  it,  of  fuperior  quality.  But  abftracted  from 
all  conlidcrations  of  this  kindj   he  has  an  un- 

H  h  4  queftion- 
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A.U.T03.  queflionable  right  as  yoiirqusjfcor  to  be  preferred 
to  any  of  your  lieutenants  :  whofe  blamelefs  and 
worthy  condud  however,  I  mufl  at  the  famr 
time  in  juftice  acknowledge.  I  am  perfedly 
lenfible  that  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
refentment  of  any  man.  I  could  wifh  neverthe- 
lefs,  that  you  v/ould  not  incur  the  difpleafure, 
and  efpecially  with  juft  reafon,  of  three  fuch 
diftinguifhed  perfons  as  your  quarfcor  and  his 
brothers.  For  they  are  all  of  them  men  of  fome 
eloquence  as  well  as  great  fpirit :  to  which  I  muft 
add,  that  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  fucceffively  be 
tribunes  of  the  people  ^  during  the  three  next 
following  years.  Now  who  can  tell  what  turn 
public  affairs  may  take  ?  For  my  ov/n  part  I 
think  there  is  much  appearance  of  great  commo- 
tions arifing  in  the  commonwealth.  I  fhould  be 
forry  therefore,  that  you  fliould  render  yourfelf 
obnoxious  to  fo  formidable  a  power  as  the  tribu- 
nitial :  efpecially  fince  you  may  eafily  avoid  it, 
without  offending  any  perfon,  by  juftly  prefer- 
ring your  quxftor  to  your  lieutenants.  And 
fhould  his  conduft  as  your  vice-gcrent  in  the 
province,  prove  worthy  of  his  glorious  anceftors, 
as  I  hoDe  and  believe  :    it  will  refied:,  in  fome 

^  Pighi'js  with  great  probability  conjectures,  from  the 
circumliances  here  mentioned  compared  with  other  paffages 
in  Cicero's  writivigs,  that  Caius  Antonius,  fecond  brother 
.to  Mark  Antony,  vsas  qusellor  to  Thermus,     Pighii  annul. 

ilAiiC,     703. 
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degree,  an  honour  upon  yourfelf.     But  on  the  A. u, 702. 
contrary,  fliould  he  deviate  from  their  illuftrious 
examples  ;   the  whole  difcredit  will  fall  fmgly 
upon  his  own  charadcer,  without  involving  yours 
in  any  part  of  the  reproach. 

I  am  this  moment  fetting  out  for  Cilicia" :  fo 
that  I  have  only  time  to  write  thefe  loofe  hints 
juft  as  they  occur.  I  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  me  however  to  fend  you  my  general  fen- 
timents  of  a  point,  wherein  your  intereil  is  fo 
nearly  concerned.  May  the  gods  give  fjccefs 
to  whatever  you  fliall  determine  !  But  if  my 
advice  has  any  weight,  you  will  avoid  raifmg 
to  yourfelf  unneceffary  enemies,  and  prudently 
confult  your  future  repofe.     Farewel. 

'^  Sec  rem.  ^  p.  466.  of  this  vol. 
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LETTER    XVII. 

To  C.  TiTius  RuFus,  Prjetor. 

A.u.yo^.y  UCIUS  Cuftidius  is  not  only  of  the 
JL-/  fame  tribe  ^  and  corporation  *  with  myfelf, 
but  is  likewife  my  particular  friend.  As  he  has 
a  caufe  which  he  purpofes  to  bring  before  you, 
I  recommend  his  interefl:  to  your  protedion  : 
but  no  farther  however,  than  is  confillent  with 
your  honour  and  my  own  good  manners.  All 
I  requeft  therefore  is,  that  you  would  allow 
him  freely  to  wait  upon  you  as  often  as  he  fliall 
have  occafion ;  that  you  would  comply  with  his 
defires  as  far  as  they  fhall  appear  equitable  ; 
and  in  a  word,  that  you  would  convince  him 
that  my  friendiliip  can  efFedtually  avail  even  at 
t;his  diftance.     Farewel. 

'  Romulus  divided  his  citizens  Into  three  tribes,  each  of 
which  were  fubdivided  into  ten  curias,  or  wards.  Thefe 
tribes  were  in  after-times  gradually  increafed,  till  they 
amounted  to  the  number  of  thirty-five. 

^  The  corporate  or  municipal  towns  were  thofe  which 
were  allowed  to  govern  themlelves  by  their  own  laws  and 
conftitutions,  and  at  the  fame  time  were  honoured  with 
the  privileges  of  Roman  citizens.  Cicero  was  a  native  of 
one  of  thefe  corporations,  called  Arpinum  :  fituated  in  a 
diiirift  of  Italy,  which  now  makes  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Kaoles. 

JL 

LET- 
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LETTER    XVIII. 

To     S  I  L  I  u  s. 

"^liriLL  you  not  think  that  I  am  employed  A.U. 703. 

^  '  in  a  very  unnecefTary  office,  when  I '' 
take  upon  me  to  recommend  a  man  to  your 
friendfiiip,  who  already,  I  know,  enjoys  that 
privilege  ?  Let  it  be  a  proof  however,  that  I 
am  with  paflion,  as  well  as  efteem,  devoted  to 
his  intereft.  I  moft  earneftly  intreat  you  then 
to  convince  Egnatius  by  the  good  effedts  which 
this  letter  Ihall  produce  in  his  favour,  both  of 
your  affedion  for  me,  and  of  mine  for  him. 
And  be  afTured  your  compliance  with  this  re- 
queft,  will  be  the  moft  agreeable  of  all  the  many 
and  great  inftances  I  have  received  of  your  dif- 
pofition  to  oblige  me. 

The  pleafing  hopes  I  entertained  of  public 
affairs,  are  now  totally  vanifhed.  However, 
whilft  we  wilh  things  were  better,  let  us  fupport 
ourfelves  with  the  trite  confolation,  that  we 
muft  fubmit  to  what  cannot  be  remedied.  But 
this  is  a  fubjeft  I  will  referve  to  our  meeting. 
In  the  mean  time,  continue  to  give  me  your 
friendfhip  :  and  be  well  perfuaded  of  mine, 
FareweU 

L  E  T- 
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LETTER    XIX. 

To     PuBLIUS      C^SIUS. 

A.U.703-  ¥  Moft  earneftly  recommend  to  your  favour  my 
I  very  intimate  friend  Publius  Meflienus,  a 
Roman  knight,  who  is  diftinguifhed  by  every 
valuable  endowment.  I  intreat  you  by  the 
double  ties  of  that  amity  which  I  enjoy  with 
you  and  your  father,  to  proted  hiin  both  in  his 
fame  and  his  fortunes.  Be  affured  you  will  by 
this  means  conciliate  the  affedlion  of  a  man 
highly  deferving  of  your  friendlhip,  as  well 
as  confer  a  moft  acceptable  obligation  upon 
myfelf.     Farev/el. 

LETTER    XX. 

To  the  Magiftrates  of  Fregell^  ". 

IF  my  connexions  with  Quintus  Hippius  were 
not  of  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  amicable  kind, 
I  ftiould  not  depart  from  the  rule  I  have  laid 
down  to  myfelf,  of  not  troubling  you  with  my 
applications.  This  maxim,  you  will  bear  me 
witnefs,  I  have  hitherto  ftriftly  obferved :  tho* 

*  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  town  which  is  now  called 
Caferare  in  the  Qam^a^na  di  Roma, 

■       I  was 
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I  was  ever  perfuaded  at  the  fame  time,  that  A.u.703. 
there  is  nothing  you  would  rcfufe  to  my  requeft. 
However,  I  nov/  moft  earneftly  intreat  your 
generofity  in  behalf  of  my  friend's  fon,  and  that 
you  would  do  me  the  honour  to  fhew  fo  much 
regard  to  my  inclinations  as  to  enfranchize  the 
eftate  he  has  purchafed  of  your  corporation.  I 
fhall  efteem  your  compliance  with  this  requeft 
as  a  very  fingular  favour.     Farewel. 
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